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SUrPIiESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN GUZEIUT. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warjjen, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 21 th May 1805. 

=»****#*#** 

It may not be superfluous to observe, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, that both these families (Dherol and Nowanug^ur 
Chieftains’) came originally from Bhooj, but have been established from a 
remote period in Kattywar; that Jam” is a title, or surname, assumed only 
by the elder branch, and that both are distinguished by the no less extraordinary 
than barbarous practice of putting their female children to death in their 
infanev. 


From F, Warden, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated Gth June 1805. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable theGove’*nor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 27th ultimo. 

2, With respect to the usage adverted to in that letter,, of Female Infanti- 
cide, it is known to the Honorable the Governor in Council to be equally prac- 
tised among all the Jharejas,^or those who are of ♦he same caste with the family 
of the present Raja of Kutch, besides being probably diffused, more or less, 
amongst several other classes on the borders of that country, into all which 
you are desired to cause full inquiry to be made, with a view to ascertain 
^ whether these people might not by perseverance be restrained from a practice 
so abhorrent to all principle and natural feeling, particularly in as far as the 
same may be found anywhere to exist within the Gaek war’s, or the Peshwa’s, 
or our own part of Guzerat, which a beginning might be made, by inducing 
the parties to sign such an agreement as the Honorable the President took in 
1789 from a like race of infanticides, called Kajkoomars, in a remote district 
of the division of, Benares, then under his charge, of which some account, and 
ji copy of the said deed or writing, will be found in. a dissertation from Lord 
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Teignmouth in one of the volumes of the " Asiatic Researches/" a manuscript 
copy of which agreement is enclosed. 

3. The Honorable the Governor in Council desires on this occasion that 
yon will communicate with Soonderjee Sewjcc, of Mandvee in Kuteh, now on 
his way to Baroda, and endeavour to gain his assent to becoming the Com- 
pany’s Agent for effecting the abrogation in that quarter of so detestable and 
atrocious a custom. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Castle, (>th June 1805. Secretary to Government. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 21th July 1805. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a translation Qf a letter* received from Soonderjee 
Sewjee, of Kut -h, with a copy of my reply. 

By the latter, the Honorable the Governor in Council will observe that I 
have adopted the first measure which I conceived to be necessary for the 
execution of their commands, communicated in your letter of the (ith ultimo, 
by requesting Soonderjee to afford me such information relative to the 
barbarous practice alluded to therein as might enable me to ascertain its 
extent and prevalence, previous to any attempt to effect its abrogation through 
his agency, which, by suddenly alarming his prejudices, might retard the 
reform which the humanity of the Honorable the Governor in Council is 
desirous to introduce. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Baroda, 21th July 1805. Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, of Kutch, dated 25th July 1805. 

•* 

I have understood that among the caste of Jharejas there exists a custom of 
putting th(dr female children to death, and that they receive their women froiqi 
otlier castes. I have also learned that the Raja of Kutch is one of this caste. 
To ascertain the real particulars of this custom would be very desirable ; 
therefore I request you would inform me of the origin and continuation ofthis 
practice, and in what manner the infants are destroyed ; also how far this 
custom is prevalent among the other tribes of Rajpoots, and the number of 
children who may suffer annually from this practice. ^ 

* This letter is omitted from this Selcctiou as it does not relate to the subject of Infanticide. 
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From Lieutoiifint Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Is/ Scptemler 1805. 

Sir, — I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a translation of a letter received from Soonderjee 
Sewjee, of Kutch, communicating some particulars relative to the practice of 
Female Iiilanticide among the tribe of Jharejas, and some information on the 
state of affairs among the Chieftains bordering on the Gidf of Kutch. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council will observe, with regret, that 
so large a number of innocent children annually suffer from the prevalence of 
the barbarous custom of Female Infanticide among the caste of Jharejas ; but 
the custom seems limited to that tribe inhabiting Kutch and Kattywar, as I 
have not been able to trace its existence among any other people of Guzerat. 

3. I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter written to Soondeijee on 
the subject of this custom, but I fear the humane attempt of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will not be successful to any great extent in restraining 
the superstitious and religious prejudices of a tribe which are so far removed 
from the authority of the British Government, and so little acquainted with 
tlie principles of improved society. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Baroda^ Is/ September 1805. Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee, of Kiitchy to Lieutenant 
Colonel A. Walker, dated 13/ A August 1805. 

The drowning of the daughters of the Jharejas proceeds from this cause : — 
In this country there is no one who can marry into the tribe of Jharejas, where- 
fore they drown their daughters ; and there may be annually five or six hun- 
dred births among the Jharejas, inasmuch as the Chieftains of Moorvee, 11 al- 
lar, Oondul, Wagliur, Kutch, and Kalikut, are all Jharejas, and arc all related, 
and among relatives it is^not customary for Hindoos to marry. Except relatives 
there are none^of their own tribe. Such is the custom of the Jharejas. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To Soonderjee Sewjee. 

Dated 1st Scptemler 1805. 

^ I have been favoured with your letter of the 13th instant (August 1805), 
d(etailing some customs jof the caste of Jharejas. 

I have to rerpiest that on this interesting subject you will in you;* next letter 
be more partieftdar, and detail every circumstance relative to the inhuman 
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custom which is practised by the Jharejas in putting their female children to 
death in their infancy. 

The prevalence of such a barbarous custom must be a subject of regret to 
all the friends of humanity, and the more so to the British Government, whose 
views, being ever directed to promote the happiness of their own subjects and 
neighbours, cannot learn without horror that five or six hundred innocent 
children are annually put to death, who, if suffered to live, would contribute 
so much to increase the population, and the consequent prosperity of the 
country in which they abide. 

This custom is the more extraordinary and reprehensible as it is expressly 
forbidden by the Hindoo laws, and in the Brahma Bywant Pooran is called 
a great crime — in the Pooran it being written that killing even a foetus is as 
criminal as killing a Brahmin ; and the same Pooran condemns the perpetrator 
to suffer in the hell, called Nirka, for as many years as there are hairs on the 
child’s body. 

It would, therefore, be a very acceptable service to humanity, highly grati- 
fying to Mr. Duncan and the British Government, and honorable to yourself^ 
if you could exert your influence to put a stop to such a barbarous custom. 

When the Honorable Mr. Duncan was in charge of the province of 
Benares, he ])ut a stop to the custom, which w'as then practised by a caste 
called Rajkoomars, by getting the caste to sign an agreement, by which any 
one who committed this crime should be expelled from the tribe, and neither 
eat, drink, nor sleep with the members of it, besides suflering the punishment 
denounced in the Pooran. If such an agreement could be executed in Kutcli, 
it would probably be eflcctual. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Baroda, Hi Sepieinher 1805. Resident. 

Extract from a Letter from the Government of Bombay to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the*Srd April 1807. 

It is recommended to you to endeavour to include in the engagements 
with tlie Moorvee and other Chieftains habituated to the lamentable practice of 
destroying their female infants, to renounce a usage so repugnant to every 
humane and natural feeling, for which you are authorised to citp to this preju- 
diced class of society the similar abandonment which has happily Ibeen 
obtained from bodies of the Company’s subjects under the immediate influence 
of the Supreme Government, their knowledge of which may materially con- 
tribute to facilitate their own acquiescence to a like amelioration, as far as 
respects their family concerns. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to the Govern- 
• ment of Bombay ^ dated 2^th Juno 1807. • 

I was the more particularly induced to retain Penguel Sing, conceiving from 
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his personal acquaintance and influence with the Chieftains and Bhoomias 
of that division of Katty war called Hallar, which is principally inhabited by 
the; caste of Rajpoots^ called Jharejas, who are addicted to the abominable 
practice of Female Infanticide, that the humane and benevolent views which 
the Honorable the Governor in Council entertains of rendering this practice 
less frequent may be thereby considerably promoted. 

I shall hereafter have the honour to forward, for the notice of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, the information collected by Penguel Sing relative 
to this custom, by which its extent and prevalence will be observed, 

Penguel Sing describes it as an ancient and immemorial custom, confirmed 
by prejudice and family pride ; but that there are also many instances of 
parental aflection overcoming this horrid propensity, and that under the 
influence of the Honorable Company’s Government the practice may be 
considerably ameliorated. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A, Walker, Resident at 

Ihiroda^ to the Government of Rombay^ dated Rajkot, ^^dh January 1808. 

It would be improper to dismiss this report without noticing that the Jhareja 
Rajpoots are those who have been distinguished in this part of India by the 
practice of Female Infanticide ; but it is only necessary to advert to the. 
circumstance on this occasion. 

The solemn and written engagements of the Chiefs, renouncing, in their 
own name and that of their posterity, this horrible usage in future, will form 
the subject of a separate letter ; and although the first eflbrts to suppress this 
extraordinary custom met with a strenuous opposition, it is very gratifying 
for me to report that the success of the measure has been universal and 
complete.* 


From Lieutenant Colonel A, Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay. 

Dated \bth March 1808. 

Honorable Sir, — The abolition of the singular custom of Female Infan- 
ticide formed an object of my early and anxious attention during the late 
service. 

* In reply to this letter the Qovernment of Bombay on the 7th March 1808 applauded 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker’s auccess in obtaining from the Jhareja Chieftains the rcnuncia- 
of the practice of Female Infanticide, which had prevailed amongst them, the cessation of 
which, if duly carried into effect, to ensure which Government was satisfied that officer’s atten- 
tion would be continued, would, it was remarked, constitute an era in the province of Kattywar 
of more importance; than all the occurrences of that people’s otherwise sufficiently eventful 
history. 
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2. I have already* had the honour to state generally the success which has 
attended this measure ; but, before I proceed to detail its progre^ss and circum- 
stances, I shall endeavour to ascertain the origin and history of a practice the 
most barbarous that ever owed its existence either to the wickedness or 
weakn(*ss of human nature. 

3. The early <!ustonis and history of every peojdc arc obscure and 
fabulous. 

4. The Tfindoos, with a facility pro])ortionate to their credulity, generally 
ascribe tlicir ])eciiliar institutions to a divine origin, and, by connecting their 
observance with religious duties, they have passed inviolate througli many 
ages. 

f). This, probably, more than any other cause, has niaiiitained that great 
distinction which is evident between the Hindoos and other nations, and also 
l)(*tvvecn their own castes. The Ibrcc of the same sentini(*nt.s lias rend<;rcd 
institutions favourable to morals and humanity ecjually venerable and per- 
manent, as it has sanctioned many that arc absurd and criminal. 

(>. The displ'^asure and authority of the Supreme Being is naturally, and 
witli propriety, rcsorti^d to in siijiport of customs or rites which tend to tlic 
sujiiiression of .ce, and to the welfare of society. 

7. When the customs and rites of any pef)ple are harmless, whatever form 
they assume, and from wliatev(jr source tlu'y may be derived, they are entitled 
to toleration and jirotcction ; but they ought to be punislie^ or amended when 
their evident tendency is to diminish populatifin, and to alienate the natural 
alfeclions of mankind. Of this description is the custom of Female Infanticide, 
which prevails among the tribe of J^lljj)oot^5 denominated Jbarejas. 

5. The traditiemary and Icgemlary accounts of tiu', J lindoos, although somc- 
^ times ingenious, are often the wild and extravagant fictions of a rude and 

sujierstitious jieopic ; but the oral account of the savagij and atrocious custom 
of Infanticide is comprised in a simple narrative', and exhibits, under a slight 
disguise, a remote historical event. 

t). Tlic Jbarejas relate that a powerful Raja of their caste, who had a 
daughter of singular beauty and accomplishments, desired his llajgorf or 
family Brahmin to afiiance her to a ])rince of desert and rank eijual to her own. 

10. The Bajgor travelled over many countries without discovering a 
Chief who possessed the requisite (|ualitics, for where wealth and power were 
combined, personal accomplishments and virtue were defective. In like 
manner, where the advantages of the miud and the body were united, those of • 
fortune and rank were wanting. 

* Vide extract at page 322 of this Selection of Lieutenant Colonel Walker’s letter dated 
the 25tli January 1808., 

t Tlie Rajgor, otherwise callcMl Kaj^ooroo, is literally the priest, tutor, or precefitor of a 
Raja; but the term is nj)[)licd to the domestic llrahmin of auy family in this country. The 
Kattees, and ?vcii every individual of u caste, ha.s a Rajgor. In the pcnins4la and Kutch the 
Hajgors are a distinct tribe. 

43 0 
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1 1, Tlio Hajcfor reUinu'd, aucl reported to the priiic(i tluit liis niis.doii liad 
not proved fiueeesshil. 

l‘J. This intelliocnee the liaja imieh aniiction and concern, as the 
Hindoos reckon it to be tin; first duty of parents to ])rovide suitable hiis])ands 
fin* their dan^liters ; and it is r(‘proachful that tliey should pass the age of 
pulxM'ly witliout liaving bt'en atllanced, and be under tlie necessity of living in a 
state of celibacy. 

1.']. Tin; Itaja, however, rejc’ctcd and strongly reprobated ev(*rv match for 
his daughter which lie conceived inferior to her high rank and juMfections. 

14. In this dileinnia the liaja consulted his ItajL^or, and the lhahmin 
advised him to avoid the censure and disgrace which would ait'nid the princess 
nniiaining uninarrii'd, by having recourse to tlui d(;spcrati‘ ex[)edient of 
jiutting his daughter to death. 

lo. The Haja was long averse to this expedient, and romonslratinl again.sf 
flu* murder of a woman, which, (*normous as it is repri'sented in the Shasters, 
would be aggravat(‘d when cijniinitted on his own olfspriiig. 

If). The Jtajgor at lengfh removed the Ihija's scrupN's, by consenfing <o 
load himself with the guilt, and to become in his own pi‘rson responsible lor 
all the consecpienccs of the sin. Accordingly the ])rin(‘(‘ss was ])ut to d(;ath, 
and Female infanticide was from that time practised by the Jharejas. 

17. From this narrative, curiosity rec(*ives little gratification, and the mind 
no pleasure. It resembles the tales of infancy, rather than tlu* grave history 
of a transaction involving the fate, of a tiuiikm’ous jiortion of tlu' human race. 

18. This, however, comprises all the information which the . I harejas j)oss(?ss 
of the origin of a custom so contrary to the dictates of iiaturi', and w hich is 
{ustiliable on no plea, as it gratifies no reasonable passion. 

19. Notwithstanding this inad(M|uate and unsatisfactory account of* the 
origin of Infanticide, many whimsical and absurd institutions likit this are 
dependent less on reason than on particular chcmnstanccs, which in the course 
of many ages give them importance and influence. 

20. Tlu’re is nothing too extravagant and prej)osterous for the hum<in 
mind to believe, and for men to practise ; but there were also molives and 
contingent circiimstancivs which might op(u*at(^ to the progress and continua- 
tion of this inhiimar custom of the Jharejas. 

i^l. The forms and maxims, and all the religious tenets of the Hindoos, arc 
strongly opposed to the crime of Infanticide. 

22. Whatever may have been the motives that led the Jharejas to embrace 
the extraordinary practice of destroying tludr daughters, conveniency and 
policy have contributed to continue and extend it. 

24. The scruples of* religion and conscience were lulled and (piieted by 
the ideal security of another race being responsible for thct:rime,* opinions and 
habits, for which at first we have no aversion, as they grow familiar rise inbj 
consideration, .and establish their ascendancy. 

24. The stipcrstition of the Jharejas easily reconciled them to the expo- 
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diem proposed by the Uajp;or, \vliii;b freed them from the fear and consequence 
of sin, and undermined their compassion and affection for their offspring. 

25. Tlie sentiments of nature and humanity were supplanted by the passion 
of avarice and pride, for th^' riglit of destroying their daughters grew into a 
))rivil('ge, which tlu'y regarded as a distinction and honour peculiar to 
their eastt*. 

2(). The Iliiifloo j)reeej)ts and customs concerning marriage arc full of 
family distinctions, exact so many observances, and impose so many restraints, 
that a military tril)e like the Jharejas miglit not be reluctant to receive a 
dispensation. 

27. TIies(i rt‘straints, when their operation is strictly enforced, occasion 
many ineon\enitme(‘s, and in some situations they may prove insurmountable. 

2S. All these difUcuIties are felt more in the eases of women than num, and 
the ex])(‘nse attending tluiir marriage is an obligation wliicli the .lharejas 
consider it for tlu'ir interest and advantage to he exempted from. 

2!). According to the ancient history of the Jhanjas, their first consider- 
able and w(di ascertained establishment was in Sind ; but by traditionary 
accounts, tliere is reason to believe that* they at one period (‘Xtended, under 
dilicrent deiioi .illations, over a great part of Persia. 

)](). Sind was one of tlie earliest objects of tlu^ amlntion of the fanatical 
Khalils who succc'eded to the power and authority of Mahouu'd. As the 
conversion of infidels was tiie ostensible object of these con(|uerors, the 
greali'st part of tin* inhabitants of I’ersia and Sind were obliged to embraces 
tli(‘ AJalionnalan faitfi. 

ol. It is jiHibablc! that (Ik* custom of f iifjinticide amongst the Jharejas 
\\as n eonsecjiicnce resnlling from the Mahomedan compn^st of Sind. 

)]2. ]5y llu* conversion and eonqiiest of the greater part of tlui iiihabilants 

of Sind, who wvn* inKioubledly liajpoots before tliat event, the Jharejas were 
dejirived of the usual means of disposing of their daughters in marriage. 

33. This event, or some occurrence of a similar kind in the history of these 
tribes, which interrupted their intercourse and their ancient habits, must, we 
may eouchule, have arisen, and have been sulliciently powx*iful to introduce 
the strange custom of Infanticide. 

3 b At the period of the conquest of Sind, the Jharejas were not arrived at 
that state of society when tlie sentiments of humanity have much iiiHueiige ; 
but, under tin* guidance of their passions and prejudiecs, they were capable of 
acutely feeling every circumstance that affected the honour of their family . 
or cast(!. 

35. T/ie Jharejas, finding themselves suddenly surrounded by tribes who 
had embraced a n(‘vv fliith, and pnicliided thereby from marrying their 
daugliters to those* amongst whom they were formerly accustomed to 
contract matrimonial engagements, may, under such circumstances, have 
pnifeiTcd the (!.\i)edieut suggested, and encouraged by superstition, of destroy- 
ing their female offspring. 
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They may have adopted this dreadful expedient in preference to the 
sill of roaring their daughters in a state of celibacy, or of exposing themselves 
io die disgrace which would be incurred by incontinency ; and the policy of 
till ir Chief may have cither concurred in, or invented the delusive responsibi- 
lity of the liajgor. 

37. The credulity and superstition of tin; Jharejas w'ould not suspect the 
incompet(‘ncy of the intCKvcntion of their llralimins ; and this viuieration for 
the advice of religious preceptors is not a new sentiment, nor is it |)eculiar to 
any religion. 

38. We know tliat the Jharejas maintained theii iivlependency in Sind 
for a long period, and resistc^d their invaders with spirit and fortitude. It is 
probable that they were not completely subdued until oblig(»d to migrate into 
Kiitch, wh(;re they establisluid themsidvcs, and retained their own religion. 

3D. Fiiit before this event, the insulati'd situation of the Jharejas in Sind, 
amongst tribes ofdilfcrent classes from themselves, and the* expense and risk 
that would attend the sending of their daughters to countrie s where they 
might be aflianctid to Rajpoots of a proper des(‘eiit, had impelled the Jharejas 
to have recourse to Infanticide. JJeing jirecluded from disposing of their 
daughters in their own vicinity, they were sacrificed io tluiir jiride, convenience*, 
and superstition. 

40. In subsequent times, when the emigration of the Jharejas into Kuteh 
and (jTU/crat, inhabited by Rajpoots, oflered abunthiiieii of Imsbands for their 
daughters,^ and removed the jilea for their (l(istriifti()n, the custom bad been 
established, and was considiui'd as one of their luralienable rights. 

41. The Jharejas had also conceived many barbarous notions of their own 
superiority, and they undervalu(*d or despised the tiibes amongst whom they 
had olitained a compulsory settle.ment. 

42. The circumstance of conquest, unde r which they settled in Kuteh and 
(jiuzerat, confirmed this seiitinieiii of superiority. As the Jharejas came from 
a distant eountry, th(*y had many foreign and strange habits ; and their 
Devee, or household god, was different from the worship of the other Raj- 
poots among whom they were now cslabllslied. 

43. The custom of killing their daughters, w^e niiiy supjiose, had by this 
time produced its efthefs on the manners of the Jharejas ; and, as th(*ir wars 
witlj the Musulmaiis had made them more hardy and enterprising than the 
inhabitants whose possessions they had conquere'd, the same cause would 
render them more arrogant and overbearing. 

44. This is still the character of the Jharejas. 

45. The history of the Jharejas, also, since they arrived in Kuteh and 

Guzerat, bears (wddcnce?bf tlieir incapacity for government, and of their 
capricious and imprudent conduct. • 

46. It is necessary to mention these traits in the character of the Jharejas, as 
they would operate to maintain the practice of Infanticide after their settlement 
in this country/ and when the original pretence for its origin ceased to exist 
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47. In what way soever the practice of Infanticide was introduced, it must 
he referred to the peculiar manners and political state of the people. The 
seciucl will disclose the circumstances that at present maintain and preserve 
this barbarous custom. 

48. Stranp:(n's to parental emotions and afn^ctions, the great cause for 
destroying their children is avarice, and that they may not be exposed to the 
cares and cxj)cnse attending their cstal)lishment in life. 

4J). This was actually pleaded by the Jhareja Chieftains in defence of the 
practice, which dci)rivcd them, they said, of much care, vexation, and expense, 
and whicli had been so long in existence that the heinousness of the crime 
was altogether lost sight of in its anticpiity. 

f){). The practice which prevailed in bairope, and chi(‘fly amongst the prin- 
cij)al families, of jdacing their, daughters in nunneries, might be traced to the 
same motives tliat led the Jharejas to j)ut theirs to dcatli ; and both have 
originated in the desire of dimhiishing the cares and expense attending a 
nuui(*rous family. 

51. They also pleaded tluiir aversion to relincjuish a custom which they 
conceived to attach renown to their caste, and to distinguish it above all the 
other Jbijpool . in this quarter at least. 

52. In order to exjdain the operation of these sentiments on the minds of 
the Jharejas, it is necessary to anticipate a circumstance, and to mention 
tliat there arc scvciral instances of Jharejas who have allowed their daugh- 
ters to live. 

5)1. In those instances tliey arc* instigated by their pride, and their ideal 
notions of siquTiority, to give large marriage portions with their daughters, 

54. It is a maxim with tliein, that the daughter of a Jhareja, independent 
<) * her ])erson, and the*, honour of their alliance, should carry wealth into the 
house of ht*r husband, and bo a valuable ac(|uisition to her new connexions. 

55. An instance, however, occurred in the ])etty Jhareja Chief of Katty- 
war saving a daughter, and aftcjrwards contracting her in marriage to a son 
of Meroo Khawas. This was considered as an extraordinary instance of 
degradation, which even the pressure of necessity and interest could not excuse. 
The marriage \vas not consummated, and the father never permitted his 
daughter to repair to her husband’s house. 

5b. These sentiments are common to the rich and the poor, and have 
undoubtedly contributed to perpetuate the practice of Infanticide. 

57. In considering the causes wliich have tended to confirm and continue 
this practice, considerable weight must be given to tlic apathy and indifference 
with which it lias ever been received by the rest of the Uajpoot families, and 
the Biahniins, who are numerous in this country. 

58. It does iiot«appcar that any effort has been made for the general sup- 

pression of this crime, for which they possessed a simple and effectual remedy, 
by refusing to affiance their daughters to the Jharejas, unless on the condition 
of rearing their female offspring. ’ 
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5!). Such an idea never seems to Jiave 0 (!(*uiTe(l to tlie otli(*r Rajpoots ; on 
tlie ((jiitrary, they appear to liave countenanced the practice of Infanticide, not 
only by intermarrying their daughters with the Jharejas, but by allowing tlieiii 
to b(‘come the instruments of murdering their own oli'spring. 

b‘(). These Rajpoots were led to this unnatural compliancre from the* ease 
and facility with wliich (heir accpiiescence (‘uabled them to nuin v (heir daiigli- 
t(*rs. To this inlorc'stcd motive th(‘y apjx^ar to have sacriliced the sentimenis 
of redigion and humanily without any rc'pugminc^e. 

()1. Th(?y exeiis(*(l, however, to me, and endeavoured to palliate tli(‘ir want 
of semsibility, by j)lcading the immediate usage^s of caste, and the ini])ropriety 
of in(erl'<*ring in those of the .lharc'jas. 

(>2. (’uriosity will naturally be excited to learn the forms and methods 
observed in committing these Infanticidc^s, and whether they were attended 
by any compunction and ceremony. 

(id. I'he common exjUTSsions for Infanticide are Deehreo Jiiarnp vc clutl, or 
“ the custom of killing daughters," and Nance dcehrcc tnarno nc chal, or “ the 
custom of killing young daughters." In conversation, and in discjissing the 
su])j(H*t with the Jharejas, the term used was Ucckrec habut, or tlie articl (3 
of girls." 

(id. The subject is disgusting, and 1 shall endeavour to states briefly the 
n'sult of my inquiries. Although the Jharij.is spoke freedy of the custom of 
putting tludr (laughters to devath, and without dcdicaey, and without any pain, 
th(‘y were more reserved on tin* mode of their execution, and a])peared at fust 
unwilling to be qimstioned on the subject. 

(id. 'Idiey usually replied that it w as an allliir of the women ; it belonged 
to the mirs(*jy, and made no part of the business of the men. They at last, 
liow(;ver, tliri'w off this reserve. 

(i(i. The following is the translate of a memorandum from Wassonjee 
k^swurjee, a Nagur ilrahmin, who aU(*nd(Ml tin* ‘amp in tin* quality of \'uke('l 
from the Gondul Chief : — “When the wives of the Jhareja Jbajpoots are de- 
livered of daughters, the wonn'ii who may be w itli tin* niotlier repair to tlni 
oldest man in the* house; this person dc'iires them to go to him who is the 
latlu*r of the infant, and do as he directs. On this the women go to the, fallu*.*, 
wlio d(*sires them to do as is customary, and so to inform tlni motlier. The 
woiium then repair to the motlnir, and tell her to act in conformity to tin ir 
usages. The mother next puts ojiium on the nipple of her lireast, wlii(di the 
child inhaling wdth its milk, di(*s. The above is one custom, and the follow- 
ing is another : when the child is born, they place the navel string on its 


mouth, w hen it expires." 

()7. I'rom the conv(^rsaJ[ons of the Jharejas, it appears that the opium is 
]uit into the mouth of the child ; but the mode of administm’ing this drug 
described by Wassonjee may have given rise to the opinion that the Jharejas 


drown tludr duimhtcrs, by throwing them, as soon as they are burn, into a 
vessel of milk. 
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r)(S. From every inquiry T could not understand that the .Tharejas ever pVd. 
tlieir clair^Iiters to death after this manner ; but the story may Iiave had its 
oripii in the idea of the infant imbibing poisoned milk, or from an e\()ression 
which is asen!)(‘d to tlie fatlier, wlio, when the birtli of adaui»liter isannouneed, 
with brutal c(|uivoeation says to the Jittendaiits, Dhood jullatia. 

(i‘). This is but a pr)pular story, and, iiidei)eiidently of tlie cireumstanee of 
few infants suekiiej; immediately on the birth, the placing of 0{)ium on the 
nij)j)l(‘ would etleetually pr(‘vent it. 

70. The true nianiK'r by which tlu^ .Iharejas kill th(*ir daiigliters, as received 
Ironi the (Jhiidtains of Ikajkotand .fallia, is subsetjuenfly ndated. 

71. Theie is, a[)|)arcnlly, neither ima-itnor dtunerit attached to the saving 
of their dauiihl(*rs ; but, although the act is o|)tional and voluntary, it secuns 
more reputable to destroy them. The f(‘W instances that have been traced 1o 
the contrary would establish that the practice of Infanticide was consich'red 
more honorable ; for although the motive may be gross and selfish, it is the 
natural disj)OMtion of men to ascribe their actions, esjiecially wluui they arci 
deviations from natural principles, to illustrious and gencu’ous sourc('S. 

72. If a father wishes to preserve it daughter, lie previously apprises his 
wife iind fan- y, and his couiiuaiids ani obeyed; if a mother entertjiins the 
wish of preserving a daughter, and her husband is averse to il, the iiitiint 
must 1)(* put to death. 

7iJ. Then* are, however, instances wherein the likindislmicnts and inlluence 
of tlie mother have succeeded in saving the infant, hy obtaining the revocation 
of (lu! d(;crec for its destruction ; but these instances of maternal S()li(‘ltudc an*, 
either infrecpient, or but seldom successful. 

7d. The father sometimes (jxpressly orders the infant to be jnit to death, 
prolxibly when he susjiects some tcmhuiey or intention of the mother to 
])rescrve it ; but, in general, this sanguinary intimalion is unnecessary, as a 
total sih'iicc on the. part of the husband is considered to imply his unalterable 
resolution that the child, if a female, should perish. 

7o. To remhu* this d(*ed, if possible*, more Iiorrihle, the mother is com- 
monly the executioner of her own offspring. Women of rank may have their 
slaves and attendants, wlio jierforin this oifiee; but the far greater number 
execute it with tlieir own hands. 

76. This compliance of the women must appear the more extraordinary, 
as they belong to castes who rear their leinales, and are brought up in families 
wh(*re their (iwn existence is evidence against this luinatmal jiractice; but 
as th(*y arc betrotlied at an early age, they imbibe the superstition of 
tlieir liusbands, and some of them appeared ev(m as advocates for this 
custom. 

77. They have tiecn known to pride themselves, like the Jharejas, and to 
consider their murder as an act of duty; an act which these females, who arc 
mild, inodost, aad aflectioaate; would, if married into any otli^r caste, hold in 
detestation. 
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78. They appear to have several metliods of destroying the infiint, but two 
arc prevalent. 

71). Immediately after the birth of a female, they put into its mouth some 
opium, or draw tluj umbilical (;ord over its face, which prevents its resj)iration. 
But the de.struction of so tender and youni^ a subject is not dilticult, and it is 
effected without a strumile, and probably without pain. 

80. The natural weakness and debility of tlui infant, when neijlcctcd and 
left unclcancd som<‘ time, caiises its death without the necessity of actual vio- 
lenc(j ; and sometimes it is laid on the f^round, or on a pbiiik, and left to expire*. 

81. These accounts I learnt in conversation with Jiiareias, and [)rcrer 
tlumi to tiui information of the translated memorandum. 

8‘2. The infant, after it is destroyed, is placed in a small basket ('utirely 
naked, and in this state carried out and interred. In Katlywar, any of the 
female attendants of the family [)erforni this ollice, but in Kutch it is done by 
the domestic liaj^or. 

88. The liaji;ors who bury the infants that perish receive a fee of one 
Koorcc, which is a coin ccjuivalent in value to one-third of a rupee, and 
a meal. 

84. In Kutch, the female Kajgors are the executioners of tin* infant instead 
of the mother, and this sciems to approach nearer to the origin of the custom. 

85. The birth of a daughter is considered by Hindoos of every descrip- 
tion as ail inferior event, and they rarely make it the subject of congratula- 
tion or festivify, while the birth of a son is celebrated with every ostentation 
and hilarity. 

8(). It is not, therefore, surprising that on the birth of a daught(*r, which 
they may have even preserved, and predeterihined to bring up, a .Jhareja family 
should discover ne demonstration of’ joy ; the event is allowed to jiass over in 
silence, us iftluiy were ashamed of it. 

87. Should any impiisitive person ask a .Ihareja the result of the pregnancy 
of his w ife, if it were a female, he would answ^cu’ “ nothing’' ; and tliis expres- 
sion, ill the idiom of the country, is suiliciently signiiicant. 

88. The infant is invariably j)ut to death immediately on its birth, and it 
would be considiired a\*ruel and barbarous action to deprive it of life alter it 
liad been allowed to live a day or two. 

89. Although instances of this cool and deliberate murder may be very 
rare, yet, from tin; examination of a Jhareja who was reported to me as having* 
•been guilty of this deed,^ I have reason to believe they sometimes occur. 

* The instance nlhnlcd pif- here was a Jhareja who was reported to have murdered his 
dauj^hter after she had been preserved for some days. This circumstance also illustrates 
another superstitious ceremony of the Hindoos. 

A Jhareja of Rajkot was accused of causing, according to the custom of Ids caste, his infant 
daughter to be destroyed. This was just at the period when most of the Chiefs had suiiscrihcd 
to an engagement for renouncing the practice. 

Although this deed was supposed to have been committed before the penalties of the 
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90. The death of a daughter is generally viewed by a Jhareja as a'^y 
infallible consequence after its birth, and it is considered to be an event of 
such insignilicanco that he is seldom apprised of it. The occurrence excites' 
iicitlier surprise nor inquiry, and is never made a subject even of conversationr. 
It is attended by no ceremony, and publicity is avoided. 

could be enforced, I conceived it necessary to notice the cirenm stance, anil to 
einbraet' every occasion of marking with disapprobation and horror the eominission of tliis 
unnatural crime. 

The circuinstaiicc, also, was related to me as attended with uncommon barbarity. Itnas 
stated that some time previous to the deliver^' of the .lhareja woman, the Cliief of Rajkot had 
caus(‘d it to be intimated to her that if she should he delivered of a daughter it should h(' pro* 
served. At the lime of delivery the husband was abroad, and his wife, who hnp])ened to f::ive 
hirtli to a daU‘^htor, followed the injunctions of her Chief, and, no douht, her own inclination, 
by saA iiiiv the life of the infant. Two or three days after this event, the husband retnnied, 
and with the most brutal ra^e threatened to kill his wife, and immediately ordered his daiie;liter 
to be destroyed. In this manner the circuinstanees were related to me, and Dadajee, tin* 
I’liief of Rajkot, who resided in my camp, confirmed the fact of the delivery, and the injunc- 
tions which he had issued for jii eserviiijif the offspring. 

Tlie attejidance 'd the Jhiircja was obtained; hut as he aflirmed, with apjicarances also in 
Ins favour, that ♦he child had died a natural * death, we were contented, in a case where 
eomjilctc oviden could not he procured, to have recourse to the e.xpcilieiit of deciding tlic 
quest ion by lot. 

This (‘xlraordinary mode of ap|)oal to tJic divinity may lie traced among most nations, and 
it is still jnactised among the Hindoos. The appeal being ^iqqiuseil to he made in tlic pr(‘- 
seiicc of the divinily, it is attended by religious rites and ceremonies, and wlien it happens to 
he a ease of importance, notliing is spared to give the trial a solemn apjiearance. 

The parties assemble, and jmiceed to a place of w'orshij), accompanied by their friends 
and Hraliiniiis. After tJie necessary Poojas and ceremonies arc over, chits or iiotiis ari^ made 
out 111 fhe name of the deity unto whom the appeal is made: one of them imjdores that if 
Mich a one is innocent, tlie Dliurnm note, or note declaring him iimoceiit, may come forth ; 
the otlier that the Pap note, if he is guilty, may come forth. 

These notes are throw n into a cloth, or into a vessel ; and the parties, or those whom they 
iiiav aj)|)oiiit, draw* the tiekets which are to decide the contest. 

The follow ing is another instance of recourse to the trial by lot, in tlie derision of a civil 
case, hut the duliions iiaiiire of wliieli was not decided thereby. Tlie ohji;ct was to ascertain 
whether some w'ords in a will were origimil or forged. 

Tliis ease had been referred to arbitration, hut the arbitrators were not able to say whether 
the words were the handwriting of the deceased or not; liowever, they determined to jiiit six 
tickets before the god, viz. three in favour of the complainant, and three in favour of tlie 
defendant, to l^now' whether the words in question were in the handwriting of the deceased 
or not. The first time the ticket was in favour of the defendant, and two subsequent times 
in favour of the Ctmiidaiiiant. If the three tickets had been in favpur of cither party, he 
would liavc had the ease decided in liis favour. 

The following are translates of the notes which were used in the instance of the Jhareja ; 
it is unnecessary to add he w’as acquittci) 

No. 1 . — Prosperity! Shree Rmichoijce is infallible ! If Rajajoc Kurcherawalla killed his 
daughter, let the I^]) (fl) chit, or note declaring the sin he has committed, come fortli. 

No. 2 . — Prosperity! Shree Ilunchorjee is infallible ! IfRajajee Kurclicra’s daughter hiis 
died a natural death, let the Dhurum (A) note, or note declaring him innocent, come forth. 

(a) Paju sin, or crime. (*' Vkwum, religion, cluirtiy, iiuiuccnce. 

•44g 
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Jharejas spoke of it with the utmost levity, and are perfectly 
iftfirfferent with respect to the mode of putting tlieir female offspring to death, 
‘ p/'ovided the inhuman deed is performed. 

92. Jessajee of Jallia has had three daughters : they were all put to death 
at the time of their birth. Jessajee attended the camp, is a man of intelli- 
gence, and served the detachment as a guide. The character and disposition 
of Jessajee both for humanity and propriety arc favourable ; but he has not 
the least compunction for the murder of these children, and considers the deed 
to be in every respect justifiable. 

Oil. The practice of Infanticide appears to have been discontinued by the 
descendants of the Jharejas who inhabit Sind, and who have become converts 
to the Mahomedan religion. 

94. I was told, however, of an exception, and that one of these converted 
tribes or families still follows the custom of their ancestors. 

95. A. few of the Jhareja tribes of Kutch have also discontinued Infanti- 
cide, or practise it but occasionally ; but iny information was not clear and 
positive on this point. 

96. The following Jhareja families in that country were mentioned to me 
as systematically refraining from Infanticide, and their names deserve to be 
recorded ; viz. the families of Bulach, Bottan, Sar Kubur, Kotce, Ubra, Jarria, 
(iuftiui, Murassee, Mokara, Kaya, lletreea, Mor, Itao, Jessa, Deasa, Danrar, 
Dettera, Joreea, Adreea, Verak, Kunerde, and Vccni, are enumerated as 
rearing tlieir daughters. 

97. Soinb of these families are of respectability in Kutch ; but the far 
greater part of the inhabitants follow the practice without the least remorse. 

98. In the peninsula, although some individuals have occasionally preserved 
their daughters, it appears to have been the result of accidental circumstances 
and impressions, and not the effect of any steady resolution or principle. 

99. The origin of Infanticide among the Jharejas is not suj)posed to be 
more remote than five hundred years. 

100. As no disgrace or stigma is attached to the omission of this act, we 
might expect that natural affection would prevail over a barbarous custom ; 
but this is overpowered by the influence of habits and prejudices, strengthened 
by little selfish views of econcmiy and of domestic ease. 

101. I endeavoured to ascertain the motives of the Jharejas wjjo preserved 
their daughters ; and by their own confession, this act of humanity did not 
proceed from parental feelings. 

102. It appeared to be inspired, not by motives of affection for the object, 

so much as by personal considerations, arising from the ideas of metempsy- 
chosis, which are so universallyjHid rigidly observed by the Shravuk Banians 
who are the followers of Jaiiia. , 

103. These people consider it a sin to deprive any being or creature, how- 
ever mean or noxious, of life ; and their doctrines ai*e said to have made an 
impression on & few of the Jharejas. 
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104. It would be an interesting inquiry to ascertain the number of fefadi^ea 
who perish annually from this detestable practice of Infanticide. This could 
only be effected by a personal inspection, and a careful research amongst the . 
Jhareja families, which might determine their numbers, and obtain a tolerably* 
correct estimate of these casualties. 

105. The result of my information was too general, vague, and uncer- 
tain, to afford the data of an accurate calculation; but it may be still 
useful to state this information, as, although defective, it may convey some 
determinate notion of the extent of this offence against the first laws of 
human nature. 

106. I shall begin by stating an account which has the appearance of 
exagoeration. According to a loose computation, the number of Jhareja 
families inhabiting Kutch and Kattyvvar is estimated at 125,000, and the 
number of female infants yearly destroyed to amount to 20,000. 

107. lleing desirous, however, of reducing this inquiry to a state of greater 
certainty, 1 endeavoured to procure a particular list of the Jharejas inhabiting 
these countries. 

108. I found it impracticable to obtain this information of Kutch ; but the 
following is a i account of the names and the number of Jhareja families 
inhabiting Hallar and Muchoo Kanta, furnished by an intelligent Native, and 
well acquainted with that extraordinary mcc : — 

LUt of the Families of the different Tribes of Jharejas who inhabit Hallar and 

Muchoo Kanta, 


Jam Zadeh, or the descendants of the Jams 40 

llurdol 500 

Doonguranee 500 

Secsungcca 100 

Kubeer 100 

Kewanee 100 

Weebanec 500 

Lakanee 100 

Moranee 500 

Kundcrya . • 100 

Ummar 100 

Bharanee a 100 

Bhananee AO 

Amrun 500 

Dil 600 

Ilalla 100 

Happa ^ \ 100 

Khumanee 100 

Kana 200 

Kao t •..••••••••• a f •«••••• t • f • f tti • a •• • 400 
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Biilach 100 

Other castes 500 


Total.,.. 5,300 

109. It is supposed that the annual number of Infanticides in the penin- 
sula of Guzerat amounts to 5,000. 

110. The number of Jharejas in Kutch, on the authority of the Natives, is 
ten limes as many as those of llallar and Muchoo Kanta, and this would 
give us a population of 150,000 men; for all these calculations arc exclusive 
of women and children, who must, from the nature of the case, either be 
wives or boys. 

111. As a number of Jharejas in that country have disused Infanticide, 
without any formal renunciation, however, of the practice, the number of 
deaths may be estimated at 30,000. 

112. 1 shall, lastly, state the lowest estimate that I received of tliose 
murders ; and although its moderation may appear in favour of its truth, I am 
disposed to think this account as short of the number destroyed as the 
preceding is probably an exaggeration of this circumstance. 

1 1 3. These accounts, it is to be observed, do not pretend to n^st on calcu- 
lation, but convey the opinions of persons well informed of the stahi of the 
country. According to this authority the number of Infanticides annually in 
Hallar and Muchoo Kanta are between 1,000 and 1,100, and in Kutcli 
about 2,000. 

114. The disagreement of these estimates would probably def(»at any 
attempt to reconcile them, but they are sufficient to establish the enormity and 
magnitude of the crime. 

115. It has already been remarked that whenever a Jhareja saves his 
daughter he invariably exerts every means, sometimes to the impoverishment 
of his family, to obtain a respectable settlement for her in life. It is, perhaps, 
this strong desire that prevents the lower orders saving their daughters. 

116. The instances that were reported to me of Jharejas who saved their 
daughters were of families of rank in the country ; but these instances of 
humanity are few. 

117. 1 shall begin with stating the most remaikable instance, as it was the 
cilect of conscience, although operating by a kind of double faculty. 

118. The Jhareja, Mokajee of Anundgur, one of the Bhyad of the Gondul 
Chief, renounced, after a short period, every matrimonial intercourse with his 
■wife, from the apprehension of begetting a daughter, 

1 19. This self-restraint was persevered in for several years, and Mokajee 
during that period patiently rested the scoffings and persuasions of his caste 
and relations, without being in the least diverted from his purpose, 

120. The case became serious, and the family assembled to prevent the 
^misfortune, if possible, of Mokajee dying childless. 

- 121, After ^very other expedient had failed of success, Koombajee, the 
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late Chief of Gondul, in his capacity of Teelat or head of the family, was 
obliged to lay a solemn and public injunction on Mokajee to preserve his 
daughters. On receiving the order of his superior, Mokajee returned to his 
wife, and had born to him, in succession, four daughters, — a circumstance which 
exposed him again to the taunts of the Jharejas, but which Mokajee appears 
to have suj)ported with philosophical indifference. 

122. Those daughters are still alive, and married to the present Chiefs of 
Drangdra, Wndwan, Limree, and Wankuneer. 

123. The motives that led Mokajee to pursue this conduct deserve to be 
explained ; but it is first necessary to mention that he had become a Kubcer 
Punt. 

1 24. The Kubecr Punts form a sect of Byragees, who follow the tenets of 
Kubecr, a holy man, who lived about three hundred years ago. They deny in 
general the authenticity of the Shasters and Vedas ; and assert that God is one 
and indivisible, possessing in himself every attribute, ascribed by the Hindoos 
to different deities. They deny the Avatars or incarnations, and they place 
no confidence in the efficacy of the ceremonies of worship, and purification by 
washing in rivers; but put their whole trust in the sincerity of devotion, and 
in good works. 

125. Kubeer himself was a Mahomedan by caste, and a weaver by profes- 
sion. His disciples may be either Mahomedans or Hindoos. On his death, 
the Mahomedans claimed a right to bury him, the Hindoos to burn him ; in 
consequence of which they quarrelled, and placed a sheet over the corpse, 
which, when they withdrew, they found the upper part of his body to be 
metamorphosed into a Toolsce plant, the favourite nympha of Krishna, the lower 
part into llehan, an odoriferous herb of a green colour, the colour of the 
prophet Mahomed. 

126. As a zealous Jhareja, the honour and custom of his caste required 
that Mokajee should kill his daughters. As a Kubeer Punt, the principles of 
the sect rendered Infanticide unlawful and criminal. 

127. In this situation, Mokajee could only avoid disgrace or sin by that 
course of celibacy which he prescribed for himself, and from which he was so 
happily relieved by the commands of his Chief. 

128. The Chief of Kursura is the next instance of a Jhareja who has 
brought u|) his daughter, and who is now married to Wujee Sing, the eldest 
son of the Thakoor of Bhownuggur. It was neither natural affection nor 
any conscientious sentiment that made the Chief of Kursura save his 
daughter. 

129. The whole merit of this act of humanity is due to an Arab Jemadar, 
who gave up to this sordid and mercenary Chief all the arrears of pay which 
he had earned in his service, and which amounted to a considerable sum, on 
condition that he would preserve his daughter. 

130. It is more pleasing to relate the third instance, as it apj)ears to have 
proceeded from the natural affections of a parent. Dadajed, the brother of 
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the present Chief of Rajkot, has preserved his daughter, and from his con- 
versation and manners I was fully impressed that it was the effect of principle 
and duty. 

131. A similar instance occurs in the example of Hootajee, the Chieftain of 
Kotara Sun^anee, who has preserved all his female offspring. 

132. It is to be observed that the families of Rajkot and Kotara are both 
in impoverished circuinstarujes, and the principle that has led them to save 
their daughters is the more unquestionable and meritorious, as they have 
voluntarily burtheiicd themselves with the great expense of providing for them. 

133. JJootajee is a professed robber, with whom sentiment and feeling 
might be supposed to be strangers. The profession which he followed did 
not prevent my conversing with Hootajee, nor holding a pretty frequent in- 
tercourse with him. 

134. This man, with the aspect and manners of a barbarian, possessed all 
the feelings of natural affection, which led him to cherish his daughters, in 
opposition to the usage and prejudices of his tribe. The daughters of Iloota- 
jee are between six and eight years of age, and he brought them both to my 
camp, where they were vaccinated. . 

135. 1 observed their father caressing them with pleasure, and exulting in 
them with true j)arental satisfaction, and their persons and manners were very 
interesting. 

136. It deserves remark, as exhibiting a strong feature in the character of 
the Jharejas, and of their feeling with respect to their daughters, that these 
girls wore turbans, and were dressed and habited like boys. 

137. As if afraid or ashamed of acknowledging their sex, they assured mo 
that they were not girls, and, witli infantine simplicity, appealed to their father 
if it were not the case. 

138. The last instance which I shall menfion of a Jhareja saving his • 
daughter is the Chief of Mallia, and I believe this comprises the whole number 
of existing cases that came to my knowledge. 

139. The wdfe of this Thakoor prevailed on him to rear his daughter ; but 
notwithstanding this, he was one of the last who subscribed to the instrument 
for abolishing the practice of Infanticide. 

140. My reports for ,the settlement of the revenue of this country have 
occasionally exhibited a solitary instance, wherein the Jharejas have saved as 
well as destroyed their daughters ; but my intercourse with the Jharejas 
brought me acquainted with several who had caused three or four of their 
female offspring to be put to death ; and they spoke of the circumstance with 
the indifference incident to the most ordinary transaction. 

141. The Jharejas carefuB^ select their wives from the most respectable 
Rajpoot families ; and although they give a general preference to the Jhalas, 
they may marry apparently into any of the numerous Rajpoot tribes. 

142. The Jharejas marry the daughters of the Jhala, Waghela, Gohel,ChoO'< 
rasama, Pirmir, Surweya, Soda, Jetwa, Walla, and Wadul tribes; they give in 
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marriage such legitimate daughters as they preserve to any of these castes, but 
invariably endeavour to affiance them to the highest rank or tribe in their 
power.* 

143. Illegitimate daughters are not given in marriage to Rajpoots, but are 
bestowed on Musulmans, or on Hindoos of an inferior caste, under the best 
circumstances they can select. 

144. I was told that the Jharejas, from the difficulty of procuring wives, 
were in the habit of marrying bastards and slaves; but I was satisfied that 
this was an untruth. 

145. On asking Jessajee if this were ever the case, he appeared to feel 
great indignation, and to think that it was intended to insult him ; but, on 
explaining the motive of the inquiry, Jessajee acknowledged that the Tbakoor 
of Banwur, under the hope of supporting himself through the great influence 

4 

* The following memorandum from an agent of the Jemadar of Kutch Bhooj, who holds 
the present power of that principality, will illustrate this paragraph : — 

It has lieen a vulgar report that the Sodec, Sogdec, or Sowda caste, encourage the practice 
of Infanticide among the Jharejas, as their riches consist in their daughters, which the preser- 
vation of the Jhareja females would obstruct. The evidence of Koobcetjee is sufficient to 
jirove that these \ uneii only follow the practice in common with others, when united to a 
Jhareja; but it may also be obscr\'ed that the above reason could never operate, as the 
Jharejas or any Rajpoots never marry a woman bearing the same family name. 

Koobeerjee Mehta, agent of Futtcli Mahomed, describes Rao Raidhun, the Raja of Kutch, 
to have had six wives : three are dead ; the three that remain arc — a Jhala, a Sodec, and a 
Waghela. 

There is no distinction whatever in the customs of these castes ; the ladies, from whatever 
caste, destroy their children when married to Jharejas, and not when married to any other. 

The Sodee would seem to be the same people as are mentioned by Arrian, and quoted by 
Major Rcnnel; they arc also quoted in Vol. II. of the Ayeen Akberee, under the 8irkar of 
Tatta, by the name of Sowra, and in the following extract from the Kholasce Tareckh, under 
the Soobha of Sind : — 

“ On the south, from Ueb to Guzerat, are sandhills, inhabited by a tribe called Buthce, the 
residence of whose Chief is Jcysulmeer. 

** From Bhikcr to Nusecqioor and Amerkote, the country is inhabited by the Soda, Jhareja, 
and other Rajpoot Tribes.” 

Whether the Soda are the Sogdee mentioned by the historians of Alexander, must be as- 
certained where the sources of information arc more abundant ; but there arc many reasons for 
believing that the tribes who opposed that conqueror arc still existing, and that their manners 
and insfitutions are little altered from those of their ancestors. A comparison in this n^spect 
would be curious, and might be easily made, by referring to the original writers, who have 
related, although with exaggeration, the exploits of this hero. The tribes, however, who 
opposed Alexander, will not be found exactly in the same situations that they occupied at that 
period. They have progressively advanced into India, while their former places have been 
supplied by nations equalling them in rudeness and barbarity, but surpassing them in courage 
and ferocity. The Kattec, the Jhala, the Jhareja, the Sodee, and other tribes, have succes- 
sively crossed 0ie Indus*, and obtained more southern establishments ; but it appears probable 
that they were obliged to seek for their new settlements from necessity, and not choice : the 
more warlike tribes of Arabia, Persia, Parthia, and Scythia, expelled them from their own 
country, and £)rccd them into India. * 
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which Mcroo Khawas possessed at Nowanuggur, was affianced to his 
daughter ; but the contract was not completed, and the Thakoor never ad- 
mitted the woman into his house. Even the poorest and lowest Jhareja feels 
the utmost solicitude not to taint his blood by an improper alliance. 

146. It does not appear that the number of their wives is limited by 
any rule. 

147. The practice of concubinage is common among the Jharejas, and 
in forming these connections they are under little or no restraint with 
respect to caste. 

148. It will be observed that the settlement of their daughters born of 
Kakhelees or mistresses is attended with little expense or publicity ; and the 
motives, therefore, which lead the Jharejas to destroy their legitimate daugh- 
ters do not in the former case exist with equal force. 

149. llao Lukput, the grandfather of the present Sovereign of Kuteh, liad 
a daughter by a Rakhelee, whom he preserved, and afterwards married to 
Damajee Gaekwar. The name of this lady, who has since returned to Tjhooj; 
where she resides, is Mata Baec ; but from her alliance with Damajee she is 
commonly styled Baec Maharaj. 

150. It may be observed, however, that this marriage among the Murathas 
is reckoned of an inferior kind, called Khanda Luggun,* or a marriage cele- 
brated by the proxy of a sword ; and the children would be considered 
illegitimate, or incapable of inheriting the Gaekwar Gadcc. 

151. Political reasons induced llao Lukput to form this connection with 
Damajee. The country of Kutch was at that period threatened with an inva- 
sion from Sind, and the Rao was desirous of protecting himself by the powerful 
alliance of Damajee. 

152. The marriage was celebrated at Puttun with great pomp and expense. 
Damajee survived this transaction but two years, and at his death his widow ’ 
returned to her relations. 

1 53. This lady derives her support from her own family, and lives on the 
produce of a Jageer from the Raja of Kutch. 

154. The uncle of Rao Lukput had a daughter by a Rakhelee of the 
Khomarin caste, who was famous for her beauty. The daughter was affianced 
to the King of Sind, a Maboifiedan. 

. 155. The present Chief of Kutch has likewise a daughter by a Rakhelee, 
who was betrothed to a son of the Joonagur Nuwab, but Futteh Mahomed 
prevented the celebration of the marriage, and it is now considered to be 
dissolved. 

156. These instances may be sufficient to show the treatment by the 
Jharejas of their illegitimate USspring, and they appear to spare them rather 
from a contemptuous opinion of their inferiority than from humanity. These 
children are not considered to belong to the caste, and their future situation 


* Khanda^ ** a scimitar” ; Luf/gun, connection.” 
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in life is of little consequence ; but the pride and prejudices of a Jhareja make 
him, occasionally, also destroy his spurious offspring. 

157. It is remarkable that it is the practice of these Itakhelees, or misk 
tresses, to perform Suttee with deceased Jharejas, which is but rarely done 
by their wives. 

158. When Rao Laka, the grandfather of Rao Raidhun, the present’**' Chief 
of Kutch, died, fifteen Rakhelees burnt at his funeral pile. Two of these 
women were Mahomedans of the .country, and another a Siddeen ; the rest 
were Hindoos of different castes ; but not one of Rao Lake’s wives sacrificed 
herself on this occasion. 

159. This deviation from the geneml Hindoo practice is merely the effect 
of another habit or custom, as there is no law against a Jhareja wife burning with 
her husband, and they sometimes voluntarily devote themselves to the flames. 

160. This ceremony, however, is less expected from the wife than the 
Rakhelce ; and these unfortunate females conceive it a point of honour to 
consume themselves with their lords, often being inspired with a dreadful 
emulation to become the first victim. 

161. It may be necessary to correct an opinion which many Europeans 
have entertain, d, that these sacrifices are compulsory. 

162. The Jharejas’ wives and Rakhelees are at liberty to follow this 
custom, or to abstain from it, and neither disgrace nor opprobrium is attached 
to those who may choose to survive. 

163. It may be mentioned as another extraordinary deviation from the 
general custom of Hindoos, that in the district of Hulwud the wives of the 
lowest castes invariably burn with their husbands, and this may be the reason 
that the Jhareja women excuse themselves ; and as it is only people of rank 
who keep Raklielces, instances of this nature are not frequent. 

164. The influence of example and communication are capable of pro- 
curing converts to the most criminal and flagitious courses. 

165. The Jetwa Rajpoots, who rule over the division of Burrada, known 
at present under the name of Poorbunder, have been accused of adopting the 
barbarous practice of the Jharejas in destroying their daughters. 

166. The Jetwas may have thought it no disgrace to follow a custom 
cherished by their conquerors; and having lost the greater part of their 
possessions, they may have been desirous, like the Jharejas, of relieving them- 
selves from the burden of portioning their daughters. 

167. The Jetwas, however, do not pretend to deny the sin of Infanticide, 

and avoid an open avowal of the practice. * 

168. They observe a silence on the subject, and the deed is performed in 
secrecy ; but the singular fact that the Ranas of Poorbunder have had no 
grown up daughters for more than a hundred years would be sufficient evi- 
dence against them. 

169. The Ministers of the Rana did not deny the circumstance to me 

♦ A. D, 1808. 
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when I communicated the information I had received respecting this practice 
of tlie Jetwas ; and their Chiefs executed the same instrument as the Jharejas 
did for renouncing the custom — an unequivocal proof that it existed. 

170. Tlie doctrines of the Hindoo religion have been singularly careful to 
protect the female sex and infants from violence, and it is unlawful to put a 
woman to death for any offence whatever. 

171. Ill support of this opinion, they quote the following Sloke’**' or verse : — 

“ Shut gao vudhet vc(*pra ; 

Shut veepra vudhet streeya ; 

Shut streeya vudhet hula ; 

Shut bala vudhet mroosha.” 

** To kill one Brahmin is equal to one hundred cows ; 

To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brahmins; 

To kill one child is equal to one hundred women ; 

To kill one hundred children is an olfeiice too heinous for comparison.’^ 

The crime, therefore, of killing a woman, is considered as great a sin as 
killing a hundred Brahmins ; and the sin of killing a young child of cither sex 
is equal to killing a hundred woimm. 

172. As the Jharejas, and many other tribes now calling themselves 
Hindoos, are but very imperfectly instructed in the doctrines of their faith, and 
entertain many opinions in o[)position to its tenets, I imagined at first that the 
Jharejas might possess jirccepts favouring Infanticide. 

J73. Although my inquiries into the religion of the Jharejas did not sup- 
port this conjecture, it may not be superfluous to notice some of their religious 
opinions and practices. 

174. The Jharejas arc comprehended within the TTindee f name and pale, 

* This Slokc, I am informo.l, is extracted from the Dhurma Shastra. The translation in 
the text is not literally eorrecl : iiitead of saying to kill one hiuiflrcd eliildren is an offence tod 
heinous for comparison, the translation should appear as annexed. The order of comparison 
is also inverted in the text, and is here corrected : — 

Shut Gao Vudh(ft Veepra ; g R To kill 100 cows is equal to 

killings a llnihmin ; 

ShutVccpraVudli^t Streeya; II To kill 100 Brahmins is 

^ ' equal to killing a woman ; 

Shut Streeya Vudhet Bala ; Q NNrl Q To kill KK) women is equal 

to killing a child ; 

Shut Bala Vudhet Mroosha. g B To kill 100 children is equal 

to telling an untruth. 

t Several opinions have been advanced respecting the etymology the word Hind, or 
Jlindee : those English gentlemen wlifipossess the greatest knowledge of the Sanskrit have 
yet discovered no authority for it in that original language. (Vide Sir W. Jones’s opinion, 
Asiatic Researches, Vol. III. page 48.) 

Neither is it, as 1 have been assured by an intelligent Yatee, known among the Jains ; and 
no Brahmin with whom I have conversed has been able to trace it in his native dialect. 

It is not known in the Malaharee and Tamil, either as the name of a country or people ; 
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but we arc ignorant of the origin of the term llindee, which is not of an 
ancient date ; and it is in many instances so loosely, irregularly, and indiscri- 
minately applied, as to embrace religions professing tenets in direct opposition 
to the Brahminical system. 

175 . The Shravuk* Banians, for instance, deny the existence of the 

these languaj'cs have had less intermixture of foreign words than most other Indian dialects^ 
and they are original. 

The word Hind, therefore, would seem to have a foreign root, and the following has been 
produced to me by Bapoo Mehta, a very intelligent Nagur Brahmin, well acquainted with the 
Persian, which would seem to be tolerably well supported. 

In the Seeimdcr Naineh, composed by Nizamce, who flourished about the sixth ccntuiys 
occurs the following verse : — 

Be Ilindoostan peercc uz khur fitad. Pedr moorduh-e-ra bueheen gao zad. 

An old man fell from his ass in Ilindoostan, but a calf was born to his orphan in China. 

The Secunder Na.rich abounds with verses of like recondite meaning ; and it has acconlingly 
produced a Shereh or commentary from a leamed man, named Syud Seef-ood-decn, who, in 
explaining the aboi *, says Hind originally means “ dark” or black,” which colour is that of 
the planet Saturn, under which planet's influence Hind is reckoned. Bapoo Mehta quotes 
the above from memory. 

In support of Hind being synonymous with Saturn, and black, he produces two extracts 
from books of authority, whicli are here inserted 
Extract from the Madar-ooUAfazel. — ” Hind (pronounced with a Kesra). The climate is 
known; one bomidjiry is China, and the other Sind, According to the Ihrahimce, Cabool docs 
not belong to Hind, but I have heard that it does. This they say is a city on the boundaries 
of Khorasan, which is beyond Cabool, and one of the cities of Badakashati. lliml is in that 
climate which is subject to the iiiflueuce of the planet Saturn.” 

. Extract from the Kushf-ool-Loghat. — “Zohul. A planet well known, possessing tw’o places 
in tlic Zodiac, — Caprieorniis and Aquarius, its place is in tlie Seventh Heaven. Its colour 
is black, and its temperament cold and dry. The climate of Hind is subordinate to this 
planet.” ^ 

In each of these works, also, in explanation of the })hrase oij. (P^cree Hind), the 

commentator translates Peeree “ a star,” and Hind, “ Saturn” ; but which, were it not for the 
aid of these works, might be translated ” an old Hindoo,” or " an old man of Hind.” 

Hence it would seem that the word Hindoostan has come into current use in this country 
from the influx of Mahomedans, and means ** the country subject to the planet Saturn,” and 
not “ the country of the Hindoos.” 

The same as Khoristan, now Khorasan, ** the country of the sun” ; Turkistan, or “ the 
country subject to the influence of Mars” ; Turk and Marikh (" Mars”) being nearly 
synonymous. 

* People of the Jain or Shravaka persuasion are very numerous in Guzerat. 

The Juttces, or Yatces, arc priests, or more properly ascetics ; for they perform no religious 
rite, but it is their dutylto expound and read to the Shravakas the scriptures, or Shastras, of 
the Jain system. 

The Yatces 910 people devoted to religion from their infancy. They are either the children 
of peoidc (principally Banians or Koolumbees) who devote them to this duty, or they are 
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Trimurti^ the divinity of the Avatars, and the authority of the Vedas. Tliey 
have no Brahmins, and worship different gods ; but they are nevertheless 
comprised under the general denomination of Hindoos. 

176. The Jharejas, and the Kattees especially, have also a very doubtful 

children of Brahmins^ Banians, or Koolumbecs, purchased while young by the Yatces, and 
educated by them. 

It is frequent for Banians (Wanias) who have no children to promise their firstborn to their 
Shree Pooj, to procure the blessing of fecundity in their family. 

They serve their noviciate with their Gooroo, or preceptor, and perform for him many 
domestic offices, and after a proper period, when they have arrived at a sufficient age, and 
made progress in their studies, they are then admitted as Yatees. 

Tlie ceremony on this occasion is simple. The noviciate is carried out of the town with 
music and rejoicing, in procession, followed by a crowd of Shravakas, who assemble on tlio 
occasion, lie is taken beneath any tree the juice of which is milky, Init generally the Indian 
fig (or Banian tree) ; a circle is formed by the Yatees, and all others arc excluded. The hair or 
lock of the noviciate is pulled out by the root at five pulls ; camphor, musk, sandal, saffron, 
and sugar are applied to the place. He is then placed before his Gooroo, stripped of his 
clothes, and his hands joined. A Muntra is pronounced in his ear by his Gooroo. Ho is 
invested then with the clothes peculiar to Yatees, — a cloth of three cubits for his loins ; one of 
five cubits for his head ; a camolinc or couhtry blanket to cover him ; a Tripuni or water- 
))Ot, a plate for his victuals, and a cloth to tic them up in ; a long stick to guard himself from 
injury, but not to injure others ; and, lastly, that indispensable instrument, a Rajoohurum, or 
broom made of cotton thread, to sweep the ground, to prevent him from destroying any insect. 

That night is passed at a strange place, and the next day he returns to his ])receptor’s, the 
initiation being completed. 

A Yatee is equivalent to a Sunyasee among the Hindoos, but they deny the term. The 
Yatees recite a verse which expresses their state,— Tnat person who keeps his five senses 
under restraint is a Yatee.” 

The duty of a Yatee is to read and expound their books to the Shravakas, some of whom 
daily attend. At morning and evening twilight the Sundchya (a) is performed with the face 
turned toward the east, during which no light is admitted. 

A true Yatee should live by charity ; their daily consumption of victuals is procured ready 
dressed from the houses of Shravakas, Brahmins, or Koolu nbees. A Yatee may purchase 
victuals ready dressed from the bazar, but must not dress them himself ; the fragments arc 
thrown to animals. 

A Yatee never cats or drinks when the sun is below the horizon. 

The food of a Yatee consists of all kinds of gram, vegetables, and fruit, produced above the 
earth, but no roots, such as yams, unions, &c.; milk and ghee are permitted ; but butter and 
honey are prohibited ; nothing that contains animal life ever composes part of the food of a Jain. 

Some strict Yatees drink no water but what is boiled, lest they should inadvertently destroy 
any insect, it being less criminal to kill them thus than by destroying them in their own sto- 
machs ; and others will only drink that which is received from the house of a Shravaka. 

A Yatee having renounced the world, and all civil duties, he consequently can have nofamily> 
nor does he perform any office of mourning or rejoicing— he renounces all gratifications of sense. 

The object of the worship of the is the Supreme Being, incomprehensible, omniscient, 
and omnipresent, whom they call Arflnng Purmatma. 

They have twenty-four Aiyhuntas or Gooroos, who have appeared on earth. These were 

(a) Sundehya literally means ** Junction,*’ and the ceremonies performed at the juneUon of the night with the morning, 
the day with the night, the forenoon with Uie afternoon or meridian, are thus called by the Brahrows. Tlie prayers 
proBouaead bj the /alns are from the lama reason called by the same name, but do not mean the same ceremony. 
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claim to this title. It is to be observed that both these people came from 
beyond the Indus, and derive their descent from a country where it has always 
been supposed a genuine Hindoo could not exist. The sun is the real object 
of their worship, and it is not, perhaps, too extravagant to conclude that they 

prophets or holy men, ^ho by study and abstraction at length reached Mokt, or reunited 
themselves with the divinity. The names of these Aryhuntas, as written down from the 
pronunciation of a Juttee, are, — 


1, Rishub Dev. 

13, VemullaDev. 

2, Ajita Dev. 

14, Anunta Dev. 

3, SumbhavaDev. 

15, DhurmaDev. 

4, Abhinundhan Dev. 

16, Santhec Dev. 

6, SumotiDev. 

17, KunthecDev. 

6, Pudmaprabhu Dev. 

18, Arha Dev. 

7, Suparso Dev. 

19, MuUi Dev. 

8, Chundraprabhu Dev. 

20, Munisuvrata Dev. 

9, SubadhiDev. 

21, Nomi Dev. 

10, Setul Dev. 

22, Nemi Dev. 

11, Shriungso Dev. 

23, ParsaDev. 

12, Vaspujn Dev. 

24, Vurdaman Dev. 


With the exceptiori of the ninth, these are the same names as those mentioned by Major 
Mackenzie in Vol. I.l. of the Asiatic Researches. 

These are the twenty-four images which are i^presentcd in the Jain temples. They arc also 
called Tirthunears. 

The founder of the Jain faith was Rishaba Dev, or Rikub Dev. The Yatee who gave me 
the princi]ial outline of this memorandum referred to a book, from which he said, that when 
the Sun, Mercury, and Jupiter were in conjunction in Libra, Venus in Scorpio, Mars and 
Saturn in Aquarius, and the Moon in Cancer, Rishub Dev was born. 

Rishub Dev was the author, also, of the books of the Jain Faith, which he promulgated 
in eighty-four divisions verbally. He was followed by the others of the Aryhunta, but when 
men degenerated, and became exposed to death and mortality, they were reduced to writing. 

• About a thousand years since they were abridged to forty-five, to accommodate them to the 
degenerated comprehension of the human mind. 

A catalogue of these forty-five books follows this note ; besides these thpy have many works, 
on a variety of subjects, and some of veiy ancient date. 

There were originally eighty-four castes of Jains (which are called Gutcha) both among the 
Shravakas and the Juttces, but of these many have become extinct ; the Louuka Gutcha, 
both Juttees and Shravakas, differ considerably from the other sects. 

They are more careful of animal life ; they worship the Supreme Being alone, and wholly 
reject the agency of Devtas and the Aryhuntas; they despise the worship of the Aryhuntas in 
the Jain temples, and ask how an image can grant a petition. 

The high priest of the Shravakas and Juttees is called Shree Pooj. 

^Thc Shree Pooj of the Lounka Gutcha, or tribe, is at Baroda ; this is his principal station, but 
their duty is to take a circuit among their dependants every year : the high priests of the other 
sects are elsewhere. The Lounka Gutcha had four stations (of which one no longer exists), 
at which their Thiveras were stationed ; viz. Delhi, Ajmere, and Jalour. These Thiveras are 
deputies or legates, who are entrusted with a general superintendence over the morals 
of the Yatees. * 

The Shree Pooj is chosen by adoption, generally from among theWanias of the Veesavosavar 
caste, the mo^t respectable. When the Shree Pooj is on the point of death the Cheela is 
placed on the Gadee, his lock of hair plucked out, and the Muntra particularly appropriated 
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originally followed the religion of the ancient Persians, nor that these reli- 
gions might have been formerly connected. 

1 77. The religion of the Jharejas is far from being strict, either in its precepts 
or practice ; the sun and the Matha Assapooree are the objects of their worship. 

for this station is w’his])crc(l in his ear, and the assembly of Yatces are desired to obey their 
future Chief. 

About a hundred years ago, this sect gave birth to a new description of Yatces, who carry 
mortification to a great extreme. 

It happened that a Yatec of the Loiinka Gutcha disputed the mandite of the Shree Pooj, 
and was ex|)clled from his caste ; he threatened vengeance, and that he would withdraw the 
veneration heretofore paid to the Shree Pooj to himself. 

lie accordingly withdrew, and by extreme mortification and penance gained many disciples* 
and founded the sect of Dhoondias, which is exclusive of the eighty-four castes. 

The Dhoondia wears only such clothes as are given to him, and only eats such victuals as 
arc voluntarily offered by the Shravakas ; he can have no property ; he never stirs out in the 
rain, for fear of killing some animal, and never sits down without first brushing the ground ; 
some sweep the ground as they walk, and cover their nifuiths us they sj)eak ; they never wash 
their clothes, perform any ablutions, or cleanse any ]>art of their persons. The Dhoondias 
reject all but ten of the Jain hooks. 

A Shravaka is a layman of the Jain religion, and of course he has every nccessarj'^ inter- 
course with the world, and conforms to its customs. Marriage is considered as a civil act ; 
and on that account it is performed by Drahiupis hired for the occasion. These Drahmins are 
of the Shrimala tribe. 

The Shravakas also perform Sliraad and other ceremonies ; their domestic worship or Pooja 
is performed at home, cither by themselves or by Koolumbees engaged to perform that duty, 
or personally in their temples. 

This should be performed daily ; the Slmivaka should first bathe himself, then bathe the idol 
of the particular Aryhiinta to which he may offer his devotions. He mixes camphor, sandal, 
and saffron, with which he marks the idol in nine places ; the mixture is left for the subsequent 
votaries. These ceremonies are not performed by the Yatces, and they are wholly rejected 
both by Shravakas and Yate<*s of the Lounka Gutcha. 

The Jains class the religious of the world in six divisions, viz — 

1, Sewa Mutti. 4, Nijaek Miitti. 

2, Budh Mutti. 5, Mcmuiigsika Mutti. 

3, Ycd Mutti. C}, Jain Mutti. 

Any of these castes except the fifth may become Yatces. The Memungsika includes Chris- 
tians, Mahomedans, and every ot religion except that above denominated. 

Although any of the above castes may become converts, yet they do not choose their disciples 
or Cheelas from the military class ; — this is at least the case with the Lounka Gutcha. 

The Jain temples ore numerous in Guzerat. In their external structure they differ nothing 
from the usual architecture of the country, in religious buildings. The images of the twentj^- 
four Aryhuntas arc placed in the inside ; the images are of different sizes, in regular gradation 
to the exterior idol. The Yatees and Shravakas have no objection to any person entering these 
temples and handling the idols, and are for from being averse to free communication on 
every article of their faith. 

The most remarkable circumstance of the Jain temples is a subterranean apartment ; this is 
ealled a Bhoiree (cavern), corresponding with the one above, and furnished with similar idols, 
situated directly underneath. The cause of this I could not ascertain. The^ freedom with 
which they permit strangers to descend is a proof that this apartment could not have been 
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178. Her tenets are reported to hold forth that it is not improper to eat 
with people of a different faith. In Hallar the Jharejas observe some scruples 
on this point, but in Kutch and Waghur scarcely any distinction is observed. 

179. The Jharejas worship the Devee or the Goddess of Nature, under the 

intended as a sanctuary to enable the Shravakas to practise their religious worship during a 
period of persecution. 

Another establishment peculiar to the Shravakas is the Pinjcrccpols or hospitals for animals 
and reptiles, however vile : there are many of these in Guzerat. The name signifies an 
enclosure of ])rotectioii. There is also another extraordinary establishment, called a Jevkotee. 
This is a dome, with a door large enough at the top for a man to creep in. In these reposito- 
ries weevils, and other insects that the Shravakas may find in their grain, are provided with 
food by their charity, and extraordinary protection to everything containing life. 

Among the Jains, of Guzerat at least, there is not the least appearance of any distinction of 
classes, similar to those among the Hindoos. The idea of carrying arms is contrary to their 
principles and faith, the great object of which is tlie preservation of life. 

It would appear that any of the Hindoo sects may become proselytes to the Jain faith ; 
hnt by this they forfeit (‘very claim to the character of Hindoo. 

I have been assured by a learned Brahmin that were any Brahmin to go to a Jain temple 
to worship, tliat he would lose his caste, and others would not eat or drink in his company. 
In Bengal, 1 understand, from the ])revnleiice of the Jain system, many Brahmins observe 
the exterior rites of rlicir caste, and conform to the Jain persuasion ; but these must be 
considered as interested tciiiporiscrs ; the abuse being connived at by the prevalence of 
the practice, and the luicessity of cultivating the good grai!cs of their patrons, who may be 
Jains. These men, however, would be considered by tlie Bralnnins of Poona and the Deccan 
as outcastes ; and to them they would not return the salute of the Numuskar. 

These sentiments do not prevent the Shrimala Brahmins from performing the marriage 
rites and tlie ceremonies of Shrnad for the Shravakas who employ them ; this is permitted 
as a lawful employment by the Brahmins, and it has no connection with the Jain religion. 
The Yatees and Shravakas consider mamage and Shrnad as civil rites, which have nothing to 
do w ith the tenets of their faith. These remarks are only to be considered as applicable to 
Guzerat; the conformity with Jain principles may be more marked in other places. 

The Jains have forty-five original hooks, which they owe to their founder, llishub Dev ; 
they are written in the Magadha Basha or dialect, and Balbodh character : — 

1. Aheharunga, — Contains 2,000 Grunths {Grunth, “ a book,” “ a compilation”) ; on the 

conduct and actions of a Juttee in points of religion, &c. 

2. Soogarunga, — Contains 2,100 Grunths ; a dissertation on the human body, and its 

appearance. 

3. Tahnunga. — Contains 3,700 Grunths ; physiology. 

4. Sumavayounga, — Contains 16,067 Grunths; a history of the Devtas^ their dimen- 

sions, &c. 

5. Bugwuttee, — Contains 157,502 Grunths ; in praise of God, form of prayers, worship, 

religion, &c. 

6. Gynatak Durrum HTt/Z/anya.—- Contains 600 Grunths ; history of celebrated Rajas. 

7. Oopa Sugdttsanga. — Contains 812 Grunths ; history of ten celebrated Shravuks. 

8. Antaghur Dasiinga. — Contains 8.90 Grunths ; showing how the above ten saints reached 

the kingdom of heaven. 

9. Anooturo Va Contains 11,200 Grunths; history of inferior deities of heaven. 

10. Prooshna Vyakurren. — Contains 1,250 Grunths; a commentary on religious duty. 

11. Veepaak ^Noofur.— Contains 1,290 Grunths; the doctrine of crimes and punish- 

ment. 
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appellation of Hinglaz, who, according to their legendary accounts, saved and 
nourished their common ancestor, one of the four Jadows who were saved 
from the universal destruction that befell their race. 

180. When the Goddess Hinglaz Bhowanee bestowed on the Jharejas the 

12. Wuhee Sootur, — Contains 1^60 Grunths ; a disquisition on the birth and generation 
of mankind and animals. 

Pyparanee. — Contains 2^078 Grunths; history of Pradassee Raja» illustrative of the 
Jain doctrine of the preservation of life. 

14. Jewa Bagum. — Contains 4«700 Grunths ; on things animate and inanimate^ charity, 

humility, &c. 

15. Contains 7,787 Grunths ; a dictionary or cyclopaedia, descriptive of a variety 
of arts and sciences. 

16. Jumboo Deep Punnuttee^^CorAwa^ 4,146 Grunths ; comprising the history of Jumboo 

Deep. 

17. Chund Ptfantt//ee.— Contains 22,000 Grunths ; history of the moon. 

18. Neereawalee, — Contains 1,172 Grunths; of the sun. 

19. Poo5pcA:a.— Contains — (o) Grunths ; botany. 

20. Kulpa Wuttung Suk, — Contains (a) Grunths ; descriptive of the heavenly mansions 

of the gods. 

21. Poospa Wuttung NaA:.— Contains — (a) Grunths; descriptive of a heavenly mansion 
of the gods, in extent one lakh Youjons. 

22. Wunedussa, — Contains (a) Grunths ; a dissertation on fire : what, and how far it 

pervades. 

23. Oo/ara Contains 2,000 Grunths ; a religious treatise on the difference in 

the sects of Yatees. 

24. Ahwisyouk Nirjukty. — Contains 3,200 Grunths ; comprising the several religious avo- 

cations of the Jains. 

25. Pinda Nirjukty, — Contains 709 Grunths ; a dissertation on the soul. 

26. Duswey Kaluk, — Contains 700 Grunths ; a ritual of penance, read and expounded dur- 

ing the last illness of every great man : it seems to have in view an intercession for 
his transgressions. 

27 . Nundee Sootur, — Contains 700 Grunths ; on Nundeshwer Deep. 

28. ilnnoo/otfyadtaar.— -Contains 1,199 Grunths ; on mind, speech, and existence. 

29. Chowsurun. — Contains 63 Grunths ; a religious work, read at the decease of indivi- 

duals ; an intercession. 

30. Our Putcha Kawn, — Contains 84 Grunths ; on fasting and prayer. 

31. Maha Putcha Kawn, — Contains 134 Grunths ; on exc'^ssivc fastings of one, two, or three 

months. ^ 

32. Bhukty Pertyitya.—- Contains 171 Grunths ; duty to tutors. 

33. Tundoolvyalee, — Contains 400 Grunths ; on the fishes and inhabitants of the waters. 

34. Chunda V^ey. — Contains 170 Grunths ; history of the moon. 

35. -Contains 100 Grunths ; on the lucky marks on the human body ; palmistry. 

36. Murun Saymohe, — Contains 656 Grunths ; on death. 

37 . Duwendra N/uve.— Contains 300 Grunths ; a dissertation on the gods, and their Indra 

or Chief. 

38. Suntahruk, — Contains 121 Grunths ; on sleep and rest, &c. 

39. Kulp Sootur, — Contains 1,216 Grunths ; a religious treatise, read in Shrawun and Bha- 

drupud, on the twenty-four Arhyuntas. 


(a) Blank in the original. 
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kingdom of Kiitch, and thereby fulfilled their hopes, they built a temple to 
her, which they called Assapoorec. By this term the Jharejas expressed their 
gratitude, and their confidence in the favour of the goddess ; Assa in the 
Sanskrit signifying “ hope,” and Pooree " fulfilled,” “ accomplished.” 

181. To their Devee Assapooree the Jliarejas offer up in sacrifice the 
buffalo at the yearly festival of the Dussera, and afterwards feast on the victim. 

182. The Jharejos drink wine and spirits in public, and are in general, es- 
pecially in particular situations, indifferent about the mode of preparing their 
food, and seem to be excluded only from eating of the flesh of the cow. 

183. The Jharejas hold their Ilajgors or domestic priests in little estima- 
tion or respect. By the rest of the Brahmins the Rajgors are despised ; but 
this seems to arise from their performing the Kria, or the ceremonies at the 
funeral pile, as the Karteea Brahmins do in Guzerat and other parts of India. 

184. Like the Karteea, the Ilajgors receive the alms which are distributed 
on the twelfth day or Dowadusha, which finishes the period of mourning. 

1 85. On the twelfth day the Rajgor of the family is placed on the cot of 
the deceased Jhareja, and stretched out like a corpse, on which are placed 
several articles of food and raiment. 

186. This is t.iken up and carried to the spot where the Jhareja was burnt, 
like a funeral procession, provided the crowd allows it to proceed. The 
relations of the deceased and the inhabitants follow the procession as if it 
were a real funeral ; but the multitude exert themselves to interrupt its pro- 
gress, and for this purpose throw dust, fire, stones, and every missile within 
their reach. As all these injuries are aimed at the Rajgor, he is generally 
obliged to abandon the cot precipitately, and to fly. 

187. Tlic intention of this violence and clamour is to frighten away the 
evil genius, and to prevent its injuring or molesting the survivors ; and the 

, cause of placing food and raiment on the cot is to supply the spirit of the 
deceased with such articles in the next world. 

188. This ceremony is termed Seja, from the cot; but it is not peculiar 
to the Jharejas, as it is practised by some other tribes. 

40. Nisit Sootur, — Contains 815 Gruntbs; on crimes, penance, and punishment. 

4 1 . Maha Nisit Sootur, — Contains 3,«500 Grunths ; on large crimes and their consequences. 

42. Vavahar Sroot. — Contains 500 Grunths ; a treatise on ethics and moral obligations. 

43. Dusah Sroot, — Contains 500 Grunths ; life and its preservation. 

44. Jeet ATu/pa.— Contains 105 Grunths; institutions of the eighty-four castes of Juttees. 

45. Brahut Kulpa, — Contains 500 Grunths ; on the conduct of the followers of Jaina. 

Punch Kulpa, — A work of general observations on the whole ; contains 1,433 Grunths. 

Tlic Jains have also fourteen books of great antiquity, not now used, but which are kept 

in a kind of sacred deposit in a few of their principal temples in Guzerat. 

These books are not wTitten in the Magadha language, as the rest of the Jain books are, 
but in an ancient Sanskrit character, scarcely to be decyphered or understood by any of the 
learned of the Jains of the present day. 

Independently of these, the Jains have several works commenting on their religion, original 
history, &c, * 
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189. The Jharejas will sometimes remark that their Gors are poor and 
despised, which they make no scruple of attributing to the sin of Infanticide^ 
and from the wrath of God for having placed the weight of that crime on their 
heads. 

190. This singular opinion, which I have expressed nearly in their own 
words, instead of producing any abhorrence in the Jharejas against the act, 
has served to confirm their idea that they have nothing to do with its respon- 
sibility and punishment. 

191. The Jharejas respect the Charuns and Bhats more than they do 
Brahmins. 

192. The Dissendee,* or people who receive their support from the charity 
of the Jharejas, are called Kaggar : they are a tribe of Charuns of the Tanibcl, 
or, as pronounced by the inhabitants of Kutch, Toomber, and emigrated with 
the Jharejas into this country. 

193. Although the Jharejas are not pure Hindoos, and know little of the 
ordinances of the Brahmins, yet they believe in all their legends. Although 
the religion of the Jharejas may have but a feeble operation in preventing In- 
fanticide, it certainly presents nothing to authorise the practice : on the 
contrary, the expedient of making the Rajgor answerable for the act is a 
plain proof that they view it to be a crime against religion. 

194. I have now related such facts and circumstances as have come to my 
knowledge concerning the practice of Female Infanticide among the Jhareja 
Rajpoots. 

195. But however singular and extraordinary this practice may appear, 
it is not confined to the Jharejas. 

196. That it prevails among the Jetwa Rajpoots I have already noticed, 
and it also prevails amongst a peo>ple still more numerous ; and there are not 
wanting appearances which would lead us to think that it is connected with 
the manners and institutions of some of the ancient nations. 

197. The practice of Female Infanticide prevailed with the Rajkoomars and 
other tribes in Bengal, where it has been happily abolished. The custom of 
putting their infant daughters to death has also been discovered to exist with 
the Rhatore Rajpoots of Jcypoor and Jodhpoor ; but this fact, when reported 
to Europe, was doubted, ai\jdnlenied to be possible. 

198. It is confirmed, however, by every intelligent and well-informed 
Native of that country; nor does there appear any ground whatever for 
questioning its existence. 

1 99. The existence of the custom is traced tn other tribes of Hindoostan, 

and in particular to the Jhuts and Mewats^ which latter are a sect of 
Musulmans. ja 

200. I am indebted for this information to Nizam-ood-deen Hussain, and 
the following is the translation of a memorandum which he gave me on the 

* The Dissendee are literally those who receive the tenth or tithe ; but this amount has 
long since been diminished to a mere voluntary donation. 
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subject : — The Jliut Chiefs at Bhurtpore are styled Sensniwal ; those people, 
or the Sensniwals, are in the habit of putting to death their daughters at the 
moment of their birth, by opium, pr by strangling. 

“The cause of their doing so proceeds from a supposition which they 
entertain, that it is a great disgrace to give their daughters even in marriage 
to any person. 

“ And many Mewats, who are Maiiomedans, but who are known under the 
appellation of Mewatee, whose countiy is near that of the Jhuts, kill their 
daughters for the same cause. I suppose the governors of Hatras’*^ and 
Mursan follow the same practice. 

“ These people are all of the Jhut caste.’* 

201 . I have learnt from other sources of information on which I rely, that 
some of the Khatore, the TIaree of Boondee Kata, the Waish in the Poorub, 
the Jhuts in Iliadoostaii, and some of the Kutchwas of Jeypoor, and other 
llajpoot tribes, kill their daughters. 

202. The Jharejas are aware that the custom of Infanticide is practised by 
many otlier tribes besides their own ; but although it is probable that they 
have a common origin, I could not discover the traditionary motive that had 
led to the introcKietiori of Infanticide amongst so many people of Hindoostan. 

203. The practice, however, appears to be maintained among them by the 
same causes which operated with the Jharejas. Pride, avarice, the cares of 
a family, the disgrace that would attend the misconduct of their women, the 
ilifficulty of establishing them in life, and an apprehension of exposing 
their daughters to ill-treatmeiit, were assigned invariably, by every person 
ac(|nainted with this subject, as the causes that induced these tribes to commit 
Infanticide. 

204. 1 have ventured to suppose that the practice of Infanticide may have 
some analogy with the customs and institutions of some of the ancient nations. 
It would be interesting to trace and develop the laws and customs of the most 
distinguished people of antiquity which sanctioned Infanticide. 

205. If we except the fabulous history of the Amazons, I am not aware 
that we have any account of a positive law, or custom, for the regular and 
invariable destruction of children of either sex. 

206. The Amazons are said to have formed a State from which they 
excluded men. They held a commerce only with strangers, and for the 
purpose merely of begetting daughters. They killed their male children, and 
cut off the right breast of their females, to render them more fit for war. 

207. The method of the ancients, of exposing their children, was a very 
general practice, and they do not appear to have considered it as either cruet 
or barbarous. 

208. Uomulus is said to have laid the citizens under an obligation to 
educate all their msHe children, and the eldest of their daughters. 

209. The requiring of this obligation from the citizens must have been 


* llatras lies cast of Agra about thirty miles. 
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suggested by the necessity of restraining the practice of Infanticide ; and Romu- 
lus probably trusted in procuring wives for his males from the other tribes in his 
neighbourhood with as little difficulty as the Jharejas do at present ; but tlie 
rape of the Sabines is an historical proof that the number of males exceeded the 
females in the infancy of the Roman State, and might in some measure have 
originated from the exposure of their daughters. 

210. Montesquieu has the following observations on this subject, which 
makes the resemblance still more complete, and proves that the same motives 
prevailed with the Roman fathers for exposing their children as with the 
nations of India who commit Infanticide : — 

‘‘ We find not any Roman law that permitted the exposing of children. 
This was, without doubt, an abuse introduced towards the decline of the 
republic, when luxury robbed them of their freedom ; when wealth divided 
was called poverty ; .when the father believed that all was lost which he gave 
to his family ; and when the family was distinct from his property.” 

211. It appears that infants newly born were placed on the ground ; 
those who were agreeable to the father he took up, or educated (for these were 
synonymous terms), but those who were displeasing to him he neglected 
and exposed. 

212. In Greece, Infanticide or the exposure of children appears to have 
formed a part of the policy of those States. Solon gave j)ermission by law 
to parents to kill their children. 

213. Aristotle appears an advocate for the exposing of children, and con- 
ceives, where this is not the case, that the number of those brought forth 
ought to be limited. He proposes expedients for this purpose more barbarous 
than any usage of the Jharejas. 

214. The Greeks appear to have been led to expose their offspring from 
the sterility of their territory, and the apprehension of want excited by a 
redundant population. 

215. The same motive, arising from a fear of famine, has induced the 
Government of China, if not to permit, at least to tolerate, parents to sell and 
expose their children. 

216. The Carthaginians are reported to have frequently sacrificed their 
children ; but tliis appear^ *to have originated in motives of religion and 
patriotism : they first taught them that the sacrifice of children was acceptable 
to their gods, and the love of their country inspired the noblest of the Cartha- 
ginians to offer up their ofispring as victims, to avert or remove any public 
calamity. A similar custom was also practised by the Phcenicians and 
Syrians, the founders of Carthage, and which also extended to the Greeks, the 
Gauls, and the German nationfl Among the Canaanites, also, previous to the 
invasion of the Israelites, similar sacrifices prevailed, which are termed in 
Scri[)ture passing their seed through the fire to Moloch.^^ 

217. In Robertson’s History of America we are informed that the difficulty 
of training up an infant to maturity amidst the hardships of savage life oflen 
stifles the voice of nature among the Americans, and suppresses the strong 
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emotions of parental tenderness. Some of these women are stated, in parti- 
cular, to destroy their female children in their infancy. “ But though necessity 
compels the inhabitants of A merica thus to set bounds to the increase of their 
families, they are not deficient in affection and attachment to their offspring; 
they feel the powers of this instinct in its full force.” At Otaheite, and other 
islands of the Pacific, a peculiar society exists, who destroy their children* 
and other nations in a rude state have been found, who do not suffer those to 
live who are born with any natural defect or deformity. A more atten- 
tive and extensive research would multiply these examples, and illustrate 
this subject. 

218. Ifowever disgusting it may be to human nature, we find that many 
nations have tolerated or permitted parents to destroy their own offspring, and 
\vn arc certain that parents have deprived their children of life by availing 
themselves of this privilege ; but the custom of exclusively murdering females 
(though the regulation of Komulus evidently points to their destruction in 
j)re(‘ercnce to that of the males), and a systematic Infanticide, seems to be 
confined to the Rajpoots of India. 

219. It will now be necessary to relate, with precision and briefness, the 
proceedings and expedients which finally led the Jharejas of the peninsula to 
relinquish Infanticide. 

220. I entered on this undertaking with sanguine expectations of success, 
but which were for a long time disappointed ; and I must own that the Natives 
had formed much more just opinions on the subject when they foretold the 
difficulties that would attend the attempt, which few of them thought could 
be overcome Tiiut by the Company making a conquest of the country. 

221. 1 concciv*ed that reason and fi'cling would effect the relinquishment 
of a bai^iarous custom unconnected with the principles of society, and which 

. all the passions of the human mind and all the forms and maxims of religion 
were combined to destroy, 

222. As it was evident, also, that the most disinterested humanity had led 
the Honorable Company to interfere for the abolition of Female Infanticide, 
I conceived that this reflection, and the respect duo to their mediation, would 
have disposed the Jharejas to comply with a request which it was scarcely to 
be supposed could be at variance with their own sentiments. 

223. But sentiments of nature and humanity have no influence with the 
Jharejas ; and I was soon, however reluctantly, obliged to relinquish the 
favourable expectations I had formed of success. 

224. The difficulties were many and formidable. 

225. I had been for several years in habits of friendly correspondence 
with Jehajee, the Chief of Moorvee, and he had continually expressed a 
strong desire to cultivate the favour of the English Government. The 
artifices of this Chief and his Vukeel, who resided in camp, deceived and 
amused me for some time with promises which proved fallacious. 

226. I Availed myself of the agency and influence of Soonderjee Sewjee, 
after his arrival in camp, but with no better success. At last Jehajee trans- 
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mittcd a paper, in which he offered to accede to my wishes, by preserving his 
daughters, provided I would reduce Mallia and restore the village of Hurralla, 
of which he had been deprived by the Gaekwar Government. (Vide Appen- 
dix No. 6.) 

227. The possession of this paper I conceived of importance, as it dis- 
covered the selfish and mercenary motives that attached the Jharejas to 
Infanticide. I preserved it as a testimony which reflected on their pretences 
of the inviolability of the practice as a custom of the caste, and destroyed 
every argument which they had attempted to found on principle. 

228. When Jehajee perceived the disadvantage which attended the posses- 
sion of this paper, he made several applications to induce me to restore it, 
with which I did not comply. 

229. As my intercourse and knowledge of the Jharejas increased, every 
circumstance tended to show that they followed infanticide from mean and 
interested motives only. It was also evident that it would be very difticult to 
awaken their natural feelings, and that the same motives of conveniency and 
interest would have more influence in inducing them to relinquish the practice 
than any arguments derived from humanity, morality, or religion. 

230. It appeared, likewise, from the communications of Jehajee and others, 
that the reproach and odium of being the first to renounce an ancient practice 
operated as a considerable motive. The weight and authority of this example 
could not be complete unless it were set by a Chief of acknowledged rank and 
superiority. 

231. The RaoofKutch seemed to possess these qualifications, from his 
family, and extent of territory. 

232. I was induced, therefore, to select this Chieftain ; but addressed my- 
self principally to Futteh Mahomed (vide Appendix No. 18), whose authority 
is paramount in that country, and from whom, as a zealous Mahomedan, 1 , 
was led to expect the exertion of his influence for suppressing a crime against 
nature and religion. 

233. The answer, however, of Futteh Mahomed, destroyed every hope of 
success from that quarter (vide Appendix 18). This Jemadar, who rose from 
the humble station of a goatherd, and is extremely illiterate, had the sentiments 
of his letter probably dictated to him, and by the hand of his writer trans- 
mitted, in an inflated and ostentatious style, an elaborate defence of the 
practice of Infanticide, such as could be expected to proceed only from an 
infuriated and bigoted Jhareja. 

234. It may not be unworthy of remark that this defence of Infanticide was 
written and composed by a Nagi^r Brahmin, and promulgated in the name of a 
Mahomedan, whose religion i4^)ii*es him with horror against these murders. 

235. In the meanwhile, every effort and endeavour was continued to 
prevail on the Moorvee Chief to abandon Infanticide which the long 
detention of the detachment in the vicinity of that city afforded. It was the 
daily subject of letters, messages, and conferences. 
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236. The humanity and tenderness congenial to the sex induced me to 
expect the assistance of the women of Jehajee's family. The preservation of 
their oftspring appeared naturally and peculiarly their business. 

237. I conceived that my appeal to wives and mothers, and to women who 
came from tribes that rejected Infanticide, would be attended with every 
advantage. I was further led to entertain great hopes from this plan, on 
account of the high character of the mother of the Chief of Moorvee for 
prudence, propriety of conduct, and a benevolent disposition. 

238. As this lady possessed considerable influence over her son, I expected 
that she would exert it in favour of a measure agreeable to her own feelings. 
(Vide Appendix No. 10.) 

239. The embarrassed state of Jehajee’s affairs, and the countenance which 
he stood in need of from me for retrieving them, were circumstances which I 
conceived would occur to the discretion of his mother, and urge her to obtain 
from her son a concession which might give the family a claim to my support. 

240. My overtures to this lady were, at first, received with the feelings 
natural to her sex, and she seemed disposed, with the rest of the women, who 
held several consultations together on the subject, to unite their influence for 
the abolition of Infanticide. 

241. But these ebullitions were of short duration ; the Jharejas were 
alarmed, and the women contended for the ancient privilege of the caste ; they 
were led away from the path of nature and humanity by the example and 
influence of their husbands. 

242. The mother of the Chief of Moorvee requested that she might be 
excused soliciting her son on this head, and referred me for any further 
information to Jehajee. 

243. At this period my prospect of success was very obscure and distant 
• (vide Appendix No. 13). •Although these efforts, however, had failed of their 

eff ect, they were useful, and paved the way for success, by turning the attention 
of the country to a subject which had never aj)peared before to engage 
notice. 

244. By discussing the subject frequently in the public Kucheree, and 
exposing the enormity of the pmctice, as contrary to the precepts of religion 
and the dictates of nature, every caste came to express an abhorrence of 
Infanticide, and the inveterate prejudices of the Jharejas began to be shaken. 

245. The maxims and passions which favoured Infanticide were, probably 
for the first time, canvassed and censured with freedom. 

246. The progress of this system was slow, but it was insensibly spreading 
its influence, and became a subject of universal conversation. The novelty of 
the attempt, and the extraordinary nature of the subject, also attracted general 
attention. 

247. But whatever influence these circumstances might produce, as Jehajee 
was the first Chief that I had addressed on the subject, it was of the utmost 
importance to make some impression on him. I bent every exertion, there- 
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fore, and tried various expedients to reclaim this Chief, who had already 
destroyed two of his daughters, from the practice of Infanticide. 

248. At last I obtained from Jehajeca conditional writing, to the following 
effect: — “From motives of friendship, the Honorable Company have urged 
me to preserve my daughters ; to this I consent, if the Chiefs of Nowanuggur 
and Gondul agree.” 

249. This was the first considerable step towards the attainment of this 
great object, and the writing appeared to reduce the question to a kind of point 
of honour, or respect for antiquity, in setting the example of sanctioning an 
innovation on a general habit. 

2'>(). From the character and behaviour of the Jam, I could have no hopes 
that he would set this example ; but as the family of Dewajec of Gondul had 
already preserved several of their daughters, I was led to entertain the most 
favourable expectations from the general disposition of^this Chief, and his 
reputation for humanity. 

251. It may be proper to mention that Jehajee first proposed to insert the 
names of the Itao of Kutch and Jam of Nowanuggur in his writing; but I 
positively refused to receive the paper unless it comprised Dewajec of Gondul. 

252. The compliance of Jehajee with this request it may be but fair to 
consider as a favourable indication of his sentiments ; and that he was secretly, 
though not extremely, averse to agree to the abolishing of Infanticide. It may 
be presumed that he was acquainted with the disposition of Dewajee, and of 
the general opinion that this Chief, when pressed, would renounce the practice 
of killing his daughters. 

253. From Dessajee of Mallia I obtained a similar writing to that received 
from the Chief of Moorvee. 

254. I had conceived great expectations from Dessajee, who had preserved 
a daughter, and had by his Vukeel afforded repeated. assurances that he was. 
ready to renounce Infanticide ; but it is remarkable that this Chief used every 
evasion and delay to avoid executing a formal deed in renunciation of the 
practice. 

255. It is necessary to notice here, that there were several petty Jhareja 
Chiefs in camp, whose distressed and dependent circumstances rendered them 
obsequious to any measure proposed by Government, and they were ready to 
bind themselves by any engagement to renounce Infanticide ; but I conceived 
that their acquiescence would not have the force of example wuth any of the 
superior Chiefs, and would rather prejudice the cause. 

256. Under these ideas, I declined for the present entering into engage- 
ments with the petty Chiefs who followed the camp.^ 

257. The narrative must accompany the operations of the detachment 
which traversed the country of the Jam, and arrived at Kundorna. I 
employed this time, as often as circumstances and opportunity permitted, in 
favour of the design for abolishing Infanticide. 

258. Wassonjee Eswurjee, the Vukeel of the Gondul ChiefJ residing in 
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camp, enabled me frequently to converse with him on the subject ; and this 
sensible and respectable Brahmin was easily prevailed on to unite his influence 
with mine, in order to prevail on his master to enter into a formal obligation 
for abolishing Infanticide. 

259. During these events, Wassonjee had occasion to proceed to Gondul 
on some revenue affairs, and before his departure he privately gave me such 
assurances as I conceived might be confided in, that he would obtain from 
Dewajee authority on his return to enter into any engagements which might 
be required for preserving the daughters of the Jharejas residing in that part 
of the country. 

260. In this and every endeavour for suppressing Infanticide, it is with 
great pleasure that I mention the cordial and zealous assistance of Wittul Rao 
Dewanjee, the commander of the Gaekwar army. This officer, with the 
peculiar ardour of his character, embraced every occasion of exposing the 
enormity of the crime, and of promoting by his arguments and influence a 
detestation of the practice. 

261. The mission of Wassonjee Eswurjee was entirely successful, and on 
his return to camp, after expressing the reluctance of his master to set an 
example which might bring on him the reproach of his caste, a deed of the 
most solemn, eftectual, and binding nature was executed, renouncing for ever 
the practice of Infanticide. 

262. The following is a translation of this instrument ; — Whereas the 
Honorable English Company and Anundrao Gaekwar Sena Khas Khel 
Shumshere Bahadoor, having set forth to us the dictates of the Shasters, and 
the true faith of the Hindoos, as well as that the ‘ Birmhaway Wurtuk Pooran' 
declares the killing of children to be a heinous sin, — it being written that it 
is as great an offence to kill an embryo as a Brahmin ; that to kill one woman 
4 S as great a sin as killing a hundred Brahmins ; that to put one child to 
death is as great a transgression against the divine laws as to kill a hundred 
women ; and that the pei’petrator of this sin shall be damned to the hell 
Rule Sootheeta, where he shall be infested with as many maggots as he may 
have hairs on his body, be born again a leper, and debilitated in all his 
members ; We, Jhareja Dewajee and Kooer Nuthoo, Zumindars of Gondul 
(the custom of Female Infanticide having long prevailed in our caste), do 
hereby agree, for ourselves and for our offspring, as also we bind ourselves in 
behalf of our relations and their offspring, for ever, for the sake of our own pros- 
perity, and for the credit of the Hindoo faith, that we shall from this day renounce 
this practice ; and, in default of this, that we acknowledge ourselves offenders 
against the Sirkars. Moreover, should any one in future commit that offence, 
we shall expel him from our caste, and he shall be punished according to the 
pleasure of the two (governments, and the rule of the Shasters.*’ The above 
writing is duly executed. 

263. With the exception of the Jam, every Jhareja Chief readily, and 
without offermg a single objection, subscribed to a counterpart of this instrument. 

47 G 
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‘204. Tlie Jam continued to oppose that measure as long as he was able, 
and made use of every subterfuge and artifice to avoid making the same 
declaration that his brethren had done. Uis first attempt to make the plan 
miscarry was to persuade Dewajee of Gondul not to sign the engagement. 
For this purpose, the Jam used the influence of letters and messengers, but 
fortunately ineffectually. 

265. When Jam Jessajee found, notwithstanding his opposition and 
remonstrances, that Dewajee had executed the agreement for renouncing In- 
fanticide, and that the rest of the Jhareja Chiefs would follow this example, 
he probably foresaw that he would also be obliged to comply ; but even at 
this moment he was instigated by his pride and arrogance to offer an excej)- 
tion, by which he expected to save his honour, and to circumscribe the extent 
of his obligation. 

266. The Jam proposed that neither himself nor his own offspring should 
be included in the engagement, but that he should bind himself for his rela- 
tions and their offspring only, to renounce Infanticide. 

267. On the grounds, however, that an unqualified abolition was become 
the Mooluk Shereshta, custom of the country,” or the Raj-ool-Moolky “ order 
of the Government,” the Jam was informed that his request could not be 
complied with ; and he finally, like the rest of the Jharejas, concluded and 
executed a corresponding instrument. 

268. It is sufficient, to expose the unworthy motives of this Chief, to 
mention, that after he had agreed to the engagement for renouncing Infan- 
ticide, he had the effrontery and meanness to solicit an abatement of his 
revenue, in order to reimburse the expense which, as he alleged, he would in 
future be liable to in consequence of bringing up his daughters. 

269. The character of this Chief exhibits an extraordinary contrast of 
great arrogance and extreme submission, of insolence and timidity ; and the 
treachery and cruelly of the Jam are only restrained by the cowardice of his 
disposition. 

270. The originals of these instruments are in my possession, and will be 
deposited in the Honorable Company’s Treasury at Baroda, where they may, 
perhaps, be better preserved than in the Gaekwar Duftur, and can readily be 
produced on any occaiMon of appeal or reference. 

271. Copies of the original instruments remain with the commander of the 
Gaekwar army in Kattywar ; and in the appendix to this letter (vide Appendix 
No. 20) a list will be found of the names of every Chief who has subscribed 
to the deeds for renouncing Infanticide. 

272. This list contains not only every Chieftain of note, but every inferior 
Jhareja Chief who enjoyS^the least share of independence, and comprises 
within its obligation every Jhareja family inhabiting the peninsula of 
Guzerat. 

273. Having accomplished the renunciation of Infanticide in this part of 
the country (vide Appendix No. 18), I was willing to think that the example 
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might produce a favourable effect on the Jharejas of Kutch ; and^ in this 
expectation, I addressed myself again to Futteh Mahomed. 

274. The Jemadar’s answer contained a second defence of Infanticide, but 

in more moderate terms ; and it disclosed a circumstance, which is probably 
true, that his situation rendered it improper for him to say anything on the 
subject of the Jharejas. % 

275. It appears th^ the Jhareja Bhyad of Kutch could easily overturn the 
usurped authority of Futteh Mahomed ; and that they only sanction, or sub- 
mit to it, in consideration that they have acquired thereby an extension of their 
own authority, and many illegal possessions ; but it is generally understood 
that if this Jemadar attempts to deprive them of any of their privileges, or to 
circumscribe their unjust acquisitions, they could without much difficulty 
deprive him of his own power. 

276. Under these circumstances, we cannot probably indulge any strong 
hope that the suppression of Infanticide wull soon be attained in Kutch; and in 
the actual state of affairs in that country they may afford some apology for 
Futteh Mahomed appearing as a constrained advocate, perhaps, for the un- 
natural crime of Infanticide.* 

277. I have annexed, as an appendix to this letter (vide Appendices 
Nos. 1 to 20), my correspondence with the Native Chiefs concerning Infanti- 
cide, and several other documents connected with the subject. I have 
occasionally alluded to these papers, and they will be found noticed, where a 
reference occurred, in the present letter. 

278. I shall now proceed to offer some remarks on the nature and efficacy 
of the engagements for the renunciation of Infanticide. 

279. The ease and readiness, after the example of the Chief of Gondul, 
with which the Jharejas relinquished the practice of killing their daughters, is 
difficult to account for on any satisfactory motives of human conduct. 

Since this paragraph was written, I have had an interview with an Agent of Futteh 
Mahomed, and 1 annex a memorandum of his conversation. Koobeerjee Mehta is the brother 
of Futteh Mahomed’s Dewan, the roan who wrote the letter in Futteh Mahoifted’s name. 
From this memorandum it will he seen that the state of Futteh Mahomed’s circumstances 
would not permit him to attempt this innovation on the prejudices of the Jharejas : — 

** In a conversation with Koobeerjee Mehta, an agent of Futteh Mahomed of Kutch Bhooj, 
upon desiring him to explain why the Jemadar returned such extraordinary replies to the 
overtures respecting Infanticide which were made to him from Kattywar, Koobeeijee says that 
the peculiar nature of Futteh Mahomed’s situation obliges him to be extremely cautious and 
conciliatory in his conduct respecting the Jharejas. He professes himself to be a servant of 
the Rao, and acts accordingly ; he never sits on a Gadee, unless he takes a young Jhareja in his 
arms ; he never used a palanquin until lately, or sleeps on a cot in the camp, which is a pri- 
vilege of the Jharejas. 

When be received a wound, inflicted by an assassin, the Rao gave him permission to use a 
palanquin. Were he to disgust any of the Jharejas, he adds new strength to the cause of his 
rival Hunsraj Sha. 

** The business of Infanticide concerns the Jharejas alone, and the letter was written under 
their influence. The Jemadar neither commits nor justifles the practice,” 
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280. This sudden change in the sentiments, and dereliction of their man- 
ners and prejudices, was not probably entirely the effect of example. The 
Jharejas were prepared for the event, from the perseverance with which the 
measure had been pressed on their attention; and they were probably 
apprehensive that they might expose themselves to some inconvenience 
and punishment if they Cbntinued an opposition which they had been 
accustomed in every case to see ending to their disadvantage. 

281. However this may be, the difficulty with which these people relin- 
quished the absurd and wicked custom of destroying their daughters may be 
viewed as no unequivocal proof of the stability of the arrangement, and that it 
was entered into with more sincerity than if it had been the result of an 
instant compliance with an arbitrary mandate. 

282. But to estimate correctly the determination of the Jharejas to respect 
their engagements, it is necessary to refer to the terms of the engagements, the 
extent of their obligations, and the unquestionable power of the Honorable 
Company and of the Gaekwar to maintain these contracts in force. 

283. The instruments ascertain with precision what the parties have 
stipulated to perform ; and besides inflicting the penalties derived from caste 
and religion, those deeds confer on the Company and Gaekwar a clear and 
legal right of punishing the offenders. 

284. It seems to be incontrovertible that the Jharejas continued Infanticide 
from motives of interest or convenience, and the same motives are now brought 
forward to counterbalance their former jprejudicc ; for if they were to relapse, 
and kill their daughters, they would be liable to the disgrace of expulsion from 
their families, and to an arbitrary punishment, — exposing themselves evidently 
to much greater disadvantages and vexations than can possibly arise from 
preserving their children. 

285. The illiterate condition of the Jharejas, the confined state of their 
information, and the acquiescence of successive generations, had shut their 
eyes to the atrocity of Infanticide ; but it is not too much to expect that the 
instruction and lights they have lately received may produce a beneficial 
change in their sentiments. 

286. The crime of U^fanticide has been exposed to the community, and 
many men who never^i^flected upon it before will now, under the impression 
of its enormity, insensibly impart tlieir sentiments to the Jharejas who live 
amongst them. 

287. The intercourse of life, and the equal state of this society, afford 

abundance of opportunity for this communication ; and it will produce that 
influence which is genera^ the consequence of a free exchange of correct 
opinions. ^ 

288. Among the causes, also, which are likely to maintain the observance 
:of these engagements, superstition may be mentioned, which was before em- 
ployed to favour Infanticide. 

289. The Jharejas now understand the punishment denounced by the 
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Shasters for the crime, and the same spirit of religion which transferred the 
-sin to the Rajgors will be equally disposed of by a kind of retributive justice, 
in consequence of their own voluntary deed to make them in future answerable 
for every violation of their contract. 

290. Even a temporary disuse of Infanticide would assist towards its entire 
abolition, by allowing reason and natural feelings to recover their ascendancy. 
The great satisfaction of the country, and the general contentment of 
the Jharejas themselves, after they had signed the instruments for abolishing 
Infanticide, whatever repugnance they had before expressed to the measure, 
appeared to me to afford strong grounds for believing that the engagements 
would be permanent. 

291. The efficacy, however, of these engagements, and the entire suppres- 
sion of this vice, must be maintained by the vigilance and rigour of the 
Company’s and the Gaekwar Governments ; — their power or influence must 
be exerted to punish the first instance of transgression. 

292. It might have been desirable, but it was not easily practicable, 
to have defined the nature of the punishment to be inflicted on future 
offenders. 

293. The gr at inequality in the power and rank of the Jharejas rendered 
it impossible to fix on a common standard of punishment. There may also be 
some advantage in leaving this matter uncertain and unlimited. 

294. I have now brought to a conclusion the several observations which 
have from time to time occurred to me on the very extraordinary subject of 
Female Infanticide as existing among the tribe of Jhareja Rajpoots, and which 
I have committed to paper as they arose, with little attention to order. 

295. The extent to which this horrid practice has been carried affords a 
melancholy picture of human manners and depravity. The fact, which would 

'scarcely obtain credit among the more civilised nations of Europe, is now 
established to demonstration; and the Honorable Company’s Government 
have the merit of directing their philanthropic attention to the abolishment of 
a custom as singular as barbarous, and as contrary to the general feelings of 
parents and humanity as ever disgraced the history of man. 

296. It is remarkable that none of the Governments who have acquired an 
ascendancy in India have ever been induced to attempt the abolition of Infan- 
ticide, and that a custom so repugnant to every principle of reason and 
natural affection should have been permitted to exist, and be tolerated, even at 
the very walls of the capitals of the Mahomedan sovereigns of Delhi and 
Guzerat, without an attempt to abolish it, while the harmless^ rites of 
the Hindoo religion should have excited the most bigoted and intolerant 
persecution. 

297. It is satisfactory, however, to reflect, that this honour has been 

* Mr. Duncaji observes, in a note on this passage, Major Walker here adverts to those 
rites of the Hindoo religion that are really innocent, or at least unhurtful to the public.’* 
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reserved for oiir nation. I trust the engagements which have been executed 
will be perpetual ; and I see at present no reason to doubt but they will 
be observed. The abolition of Infanticide was one of the most popular 
acts of the Honorable Company’s Government in Kattywar ; and even the 
Jharejas themselves seemed to conceive it to be a benefit to be relieved 
from the performance of an act which, for the honour of human nature, 
it must be hoped could not always be practised without some pity and 
compunction. 

298. The same motives which directed the Honorable Company to obtain 
engagements for the abolition of Infanticide will also induce them to superin- 
tend with anxious care the advantage thus gained to the cause of humanity, 
until natural feeling shall have gained an ascendancy sufficient to prevent any 
infraction of the present agreement. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Jiaroduy March 1808. Kesideiit. 

Postscript. — * # # * There is at this day a numerous class of Brah- 
mins who are accused of the practice of Human Sacrifices ; they are called 
Kurada, and are inhabitants of the Koiikun. 

The object of their worship is Mahalukshmee, to whom human sacrifices 
are acceptable, and the more so if the victim is a Brahmin learned in the 
Shasters.* * 

* Since this paragraph was written, 1 have collected some detached memoranda respecting 
the practices of the Kurada, or Kcrara Brahmins, which would seem clearly to estabhsh that 
they have been, and probably are now, addicted to a su]>erstitiou8 idea that the goddess is 
to he propitiated by the destruction of a human life. This goddess is known under a vai’icty 
of names, and may be worship])ed by her devotees, sometimes as the dispenser of riches and 
blessings, and at other times as a deity whose wrath is to be deprecated ; or as her worship])ers 
may be of the sect of Shiva or Vishnoo. 

It is already mentioned in the text that the Kurada or Kerara Brahmins are numerous in 
Guzerat. 

The term Kurada (a) is df^vfd from a village or a tract of country in the Konkun, and 
comprehends a numerous tribe, who arc divided into several sects or classes and subdivisions. 
The difference of their tenets consists principally in the preference of the worship of a particular 
deity ; and, consequently, in being guided by his institutions or dictates. They are supposed 
to be under the influence of the Vishara Bhoot, or Spirit of Poison. This we may perceive to 
be either the cause or the effect of the prejudice against them. 

In order to appease the wrath of this wicked demon, they administer poison to their guests 
and friends. By this means the sglrit is gratified, and, in return, extends his protection to 
them and their families. This character is probably dictated by ignprance or enmity, and the 

(a) Th<t origin of the Kumda or Kerara Brohmini, as well as the Kokanastha tribe, ae described by Captain Wilford 
in Vol. IX. of the Aslatip Itcscarebei,'’ is fully acknowledged by the Brahmins of this tribe, who ore resident in Guzerat. 
They deny, however, that they have destroyed or mutUatod the second part of the Slanda Poorani., and assert that it 
is stilt cztant. 
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The public performance of this sacrifice has long since fallen into disuse ; 
but a sect of the Kurada Brahmins are accused of effecting, by the secret 
operation of poison, that object which they dare not publicly avow. 

1 know several Kurada Brahmins in respectable public situations, intelligent, 

picture is likewise too horrid and extravagant to be wholly true, but neither is it to be wholly 
rejected. 

This prejudice against the Kurada Brahmins is su]>posed also to have derived credibility and 
w'eight from a very general and popular opinion that the Konkun is infested in a particular 
manner with evil spirits. 

Although a Kurada unwillingly discusses this subject, as he is sensible of the prejudices 
against him, and of the indignation of other tribes, yet they sometimes will admit that their 
caste labour under the odium of tlie practice ; and if he should even be convinced of the spiri- 
tual expediency of the practice, he is aware at present of the danger attending it, — the law and 
custom, humanity and reason, would now punish the perfictration of the deed. 

If ever it is ])racti8cd, it is evident that it must be in secret. 

There can be little doubt but that formerly this sect indulged their prejudices in this respect 
to a considerable extent, though now, like many other customs of the Hindoos, the observance 
of this has from various causes relaxed. 

It is said the practice has fallen much into disuse since the Peshwas have gained an 
ascendancy. 

One circumstance fs deserving of particular notice — that the caste of Brahmins accused of 
practising these bloody and savage rites arc equally follow'crs of Shiva and Vishnoo. 

I have been told the following anecdote, which, although rcjieated by several people, is too 
vague and uncertain to be received as any evidence of a general custom 

It is related that the wife of a certain Brahmin made a vow to her god, that provided she 
obtained a particular end she would gratify him by a human sacrifice. As she was favour- 
ably heard, it was necessary that she should find a victim, but the secrecy and danger attending 
it obliged her to select the object from her own family. 

The victim she selected for this purpose wm the destined husband of her infant daughter. 
The design was known only to this child, who was entrusted with the fatal secret for the 
4'eason that appears in the sequel. 

According to the custom, the young bridegroom was invited to partake of the nuptial feast at 
his father-in-law’s house. This was the occasion which the w'oman had fixed upon for 
administering the poison. Everything was prepared, and the drug mixed with the portion of 
food intended for the boy, and, according to the Hindoo custom, put apart. The portions of 
the two children were close together, and the mother is said to have entrusted her daughter with 
the secret to prevent mistake, and to lead him to his particuhur share. The child, however, 
terrified at the praspcct of misfortune, and her future miser}', wilfully guided her young hus- 
band to another portion, and saved his life, but at the e.xpense of her father’s. 

The mother observed the conduct of her daughter, but she w'os compelled to remain silent t 
and the rest of the guests sitting down indiscriminately to their victuals, the fatal portion fell 
to the lot of her own husband. 

There is another story attending the origin of human sacrifices, which I relate on the authority 
of tradition. 

A certain Raja, having built a spacious and beautiful tank, found every effort to fill it with 
ivater impracticable. 

This greatly distressed the Raja, and having in vain exerted every expedient of devotion and 
labour, the Raja at last vowed to his particular deity the sacrifice of bis own child, provided 
this precious offering was accepted by the grant of his prayer. 

Accordingly the Raja directed one of his children to be placed in the centre of the tank. 
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charitable, and humane, who would abhor the commission of this detestable 
crime, and who, though they admit its former existence, most strongly deny 
its present practice : but the power of prejudice is sometimes stronger than the 
completest evidence of moral conduct ; aud many people, under the influence 

on which the deity instnntly gave an undeniable testimony of his assent and gratification : the 
tank immediately filled with fine water^ and the child was sacrificed in being drowned. 

Although stories of this description are too wild for belief, they show how general the 
impression is. The following #nemorandum of a conversation with a Kurada Brahmin on the 
subject is more positive : — 

Vishnoo Punt Naprai Tattin, by caste a Kurada Brahmin, a Gomashta in the house of Ilurcc 
Bhugtcc, acknowledges that his caste have the odium of committing human sacrifices — at least 
he has heard so, fur he himself is ignorant of the practice. 

If any Kurada Brahmin should be poor or childless, the Goddess Durga, but under another 
name, is pro])itiatcd by killing a Brahmin of any caste, — the more holy, learned, beautiful, 
high-bred, rich, and flourishing, cither in family or riches, the more acceptable the sacrifice. 

It is effected by treachery, or by inviting to a feast. The intended victim is always treated 
with extraordinary respect, oiled, and flowers put round his neck ; but poison is administered 
in his food. The food is administered by a widow', — no man, or woman with a husband, will 
commit it. Vishnoo Punt, in elucidating the sacrifice, says such a man as the Shastree would 
be a very acceptable offering. 

Both the Shastree aud Vishnoo Punt enumerate some instances of sacrifices of this descrip- 
tion, which have, according to common rumour, taken place : — 

1. Trimbuk Bhut Davekur, the son of the sister of Gungadhur Shastree’s maternal grand- 

father, died of poison at Sattara, administered at the house of Baboorao Talwulkur, a 

Kurada or Kerara Brahmin. 

2. A Telinga Brahmin is said to have been poisoned at the house of Baboorao Keshow, a 

Kurada Brahmin of high respectability at Poona. 

3. Sed Bhut Thakoor, a Kurada Brahmin, and the Gooroo of the Sahoo Raja, administered 

poison to Bhikoba Gosavee Wynkur, a Brahmin. This is also only from report. 

These superstitious practices, however, must now be considered as declining, or wholly 
abandoned among the Hindoos ; they have followed the progress of civilisation and humanity, 
in India as well us in Europe, and disappeared in both countries with the improvement of 
manners and society ; but there are still other anomalies shocking to human nature, which are 
permitted, and are strongly opposed to the general character of the Hindoo religion for 
benevolence and humanity. Widows burning with their husbands, the practice of Female 
Infanticide among the Jharejas, the meritorious kinds of suicide, are all of this description. 

The inhuman practice, also, of a son supporting luid exposing a parent enfeebled by age, 
and unable to support himself, to ^he flood, is perhaps alo^.e to be found existing at this day 
in India. The practice is not equent, and if it can admit any palliation it would be from the 
consideration that it is done at the desire of the victim. 

But, as more particularly connected with the subject of Infanticide, the custom of mothers 
who have been long barren offeriiig their firstborn as a sacrifice of gratitude to their gods, 
deserves particular mention. 

I have not, however, been able to discover, from my own observation, nor from any infor- 
mation to which I have ever had access, that this is done by leaving the child in the woods to 
be devoured by wild beasts, birds of^Ery, or throwing it into the Ganges alive. 

It has been ever described to me as peculiar to the fourth class, aitd, as a mere act of devo- 
tion, leaving the offspring to the servic^of the god, where it remains, unless redeemed by the 
parents, which is generally the case. 

The circumstance of parents devoting their offspring to a particular deity is illustrated by 
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of this passion, would decline to eat of food prepared by a Brahmin of this 
tribe, of which he himself should not at the same time partake. 

Since my return to Baroda, also, I have met with an account of Infanticide, 
which ascribes its origin to a circumstance more probable than the disappoint- 
ment felt by the Raja at not finding a suitable match for his daughter. 

It is said that some of the early Musulman invaders of the Jhareja country, 
who«experienced the determination with which they defended their liberties, 
united policy to their arms, and sought to consoli(}^te their interests in the 
country by demanding the daughters of the Rajas in marriage. 

The high-spirited Jharejas would not brook the disgrace, and pretended 
they did not preserve their daughters ; but fearful of the consequences, and that 
force* would be resorted to, in order to obtain what was refused to entreaty, 
they listened to the advice of their Rajgors in this extremity, and, deluded by 
the fictitious responsibility which they accepted, the practice of Infanticide 
originated, and has since been confirmed. 

In consistency with this relation is an account which I have heard of one 
of the Rajas of Nowanuggur, whose daughter was demanded in marriage by 
th(5 Emperor of Delhi, and which also throws some light upon tlie doubtful 
point whether a gs own up daughter is ever put to death ? It appears that 
although much discredit would attach to a Jhareja who killed his daughter 
after having preserved her for any time, yet that such occurrences, however 
unfrequent, are not without precedent. It is probable that the caste, or 
family, would resent such a deed, and refuse to eat with the perpetrator. 

In some period of the history of the Jharejas, it is said that one of the 
Jams was despoiled oi' his country by the King of Delhi, who promised to 
restore it, j>rovided the Jam gave him a daughter, whom he had preserved, in 
marriage. This must have been a legitimate daughter, as the Jam disdain- 
fully rejected the alliance, and transmitted his refusal through the Governor 
of Ahinedabad, who was the medium of tlie proposal on the part of his 
sovereign. 

the case of Futteh Sing Gackwar, the presumptive heir to the Gaekwar dominioiui. Govind 
Uao Gaekwar married two ladies of the same family, who were second cousins to each other ; 
but his partiality inclined him rather to favour Gchnahace. It was in consequcuce of this 
partiality that this lady persuaded Govind Uao to dedicate his son by Aupooma Baee to the 
service of Kundoha, an incarnation of Shiva, and the tutelary deity of the Gackwar family. 
This was accordingly performed, and Futteh Sing remained in the Deccan, and it was not 
until the interference of the British Government that this young man was brought into Guzerat, 
with the view of taking a share in the administration of his family’s concerns. 

Previous, however, to his entrance into business, and also previous to his marriage, it was 
thought an indisjiensable act that he should be redeemed from the god, by distributing to the 
priests an equivalent to his weight in silver and gold. The ceremony is called Tula, (a) and 
was performed at a pagodk of Kundoba’s in the neighbourhood of Baroda, some short time 
before his marriage. Until this redemption is effected, the ol^cet k sa|ipoied not to be able 
to perform any civil duty. 

(<i) Tula-f/aan ts (liu usual term for tiiiv arrvniony,— " weigtt, eharUy,*' 

•ISu 
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After some time, however, was given to reflection, the Jam was counselled 
by his friends to comply apparently, and to depart for Delhi, accompanied by 
his daughter, when he might evade the disgrace, save his honour, and recover 
his country, by putting his daughter to death, and give out that she died of 
sickness or fatigue during the journey. The plan was accordingly put into 
execution, and this conduct does not appear to have received the disapproba- 
tion of the caste, — probably it was applauded. # 

The accompanying ex^ct from Sale’s Koran contains further evidence of 
the practice of Infanticide, assimilating more than in any other case with the 
custom of the Jharcjas of Kutch and Kattywar. 

Tliis barbarity seems confined to the female infants, as is the case with the 
Jhareja Rajpoots, and it is remarkable that the difficulty of providing for them 
in marriage, or the apprehension of their conduct disgracing their parents, is 
assigned in both cases as the cause of this inhuman custom. 

The existence of the custom of Infanticide has now been traced to almost 
every nation, scarcely any appearing to have been exempt from the reproach ; 
and one benefit which has resulted to mankind from the success of Mahomed’s 
imposture has been the relinquishment of so inhuman a practice amongst his 
numerous followers. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Barodaj \5th March 1808. Resident. 


Extract from Sale’s Koran^ Preliminary Discourse^ page 174, Edition 1801, 
by T. Maiden Suerbourne Lane. 

The law of Mahomed also put a stop to the inhuman custom which had 
been long practised by Pagan Arabs, of burying their daughters alive, lest 
they should be reduced to poverty in providing for them, or else to avoid the* 
displeasure and disgrace which would follow if they should happen to be made 
captives, or to become scandalous by their behaviour ; the birth of a daughter 
being for these reasons reckoned a great misfortune, and the death of one as 
great a happiness. The manner of their doing this is differently related. 
Some say, that when an Arab had a daughter born, if he intended to bring 
her up he sent her, cb. filed in a garment of wool or hair, to keep camels or 
sheep in the desert ; but if he designed to put her to death, he let her live 
till she became six years old, and then said to her mother, Perfume 
her and adorn her, that 1 may carry her to her mothers” ; which being 
done, the father led her to a well, or a pit dug for that purpose, and, 
having bid her to look down into it, pushed her in headlong as he stood 
behind, and then, filling ilp the pit, levelled it with the rest of the ground. 
But others say, that when a woman was ready to*- fall in labour, they 
dug a pit, on the brink whereof she was to be delivered ; and if the child hap- 
pened to be a daughter they threw it into the pit, but if a son^they saved it 
alive. This custom, Uiough not observed by all the Arabs in general, was 
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yet very common among several of their tribes, and particularly those of 
Koreish and Kendeh, the former using to bury their daughters alive in Mount 
Abu Dalama, near Mecca. In the time of ignorance, while they used this 
method to get rid of their daughters, Sasaa, grandfather to the celebrated 
poet A1 Farazdak, frequently redeemed female children from death, giving for 
every one two she-camels big with young, and a he-camel ; and hereto A1 
Farazdak alluded when, vaunting himself before one of the Khalifs of the family 
of Meya, he said, I am the son of the giver of lifg to the dead'' ; for which 
expression, being censured, he excused himself by alleging the following 
words of the Koran : lie who saved a soul alive shall be as if he had saved 
tlie lives of all mankind.” The Arabs in the murdering of their children were 
far from being singular, the practice of exposing infants and putting them to 
death being so common among the ancients that it is remarked as a thing very 
extraordinary in the Egyptians that they brought up all their children; and 
by the laws of Lycurgus no child was allowed to be brought up without the 
approbation of public officers. At this day, it is said, in China the poorer 
sort of people frequently put their children, the females especially, to death 
with impunity. 

This wicked practice is condemned by the Koran in several passages, one 
of which, as some commentators judge, may also condemn another custom of 
the Arabians altogether as wicked, and as common among other nations of 
old, viz. the sacrificing of their children to their idols, as was frequently done, 
in particular in satisfaction of a vow they used to make, that if they had a 
certain number of sons born they would offer one of them in sacrifice. 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lkutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonoerjee 
Sewjee, dated Camp at Gootoo, \^ih September 1807. 

Another indispensable article is the relinquishment of the custom of Female 
Infanticide. 

This is a concession to the Company. It is necessary, to ensure their regard, 
and will render the character of Jehajee illustrious for abolishing a practice 
which all civilised people so strongly condemn. 
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APPENDIX No. 2 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the2Qth September 1807. 

The state of affairs here is, that having had an interview with Jehajee 
Thakoor, some time elapsed in making him acquainted with my message. 
By his answer it appeared that the relinquishment of Infanticide will not 
compose an article of the Fuel Zamin, but he will give a separate writing to 
this elTcct into my hand, — “ Provided you will cause the village which Babajee 
has taken to be restored, when you leave the country to go to Baroda ; then 
my consent to the relinquishment of Infanticide is given.” 


APPENDIX No. 3 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, dated the 2Qth September 1807. 

In respect to the Thakoor Jehajee, I am very sorry to observe that the full 
assurances which I gave you and Bhanjce Mehta have been lost : I did not 
expect the objections which have been made, and all the trouble which I have 
taken may now prove fruitless. 

The relinquishment of the custom of Infanticide must be unconditional ; it 
must be clear, and from the heart, and without any reservation. The ad- 
vantages to the Raja would be many besides those arising from humanity, 
from religion, and from the natural affection of parents to children. It will 
ensure him the friendship and favour of the Company’s Government. 

The Thakoor must not expect the friendship of the Company if he continues 
this practice, and nothing will be ceded on this point to induce him. It must 
be relinquished as the only terms on which the Honorable Company’s favour 
and friendship can be obtained, but there is no objection to the engagement 
to relinquish it being expressed in a separate paper. 

Since writing the above, I have received your second note, but its contents 
cause no alteration in the sentiments I have above written ; further, that you 
may tell the Raja that I do not know how the Honorable Company can 
become Bhandaree for any civil obligation of men who appear to disregard 
the most sacred of all obligflions, that of protection of offspring. 
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APPENDIX. No. 4 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Translation of a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 2Qih September 1807. 

After compliments. — I related this morning the conversation I had yester- 
day with the Thakoor Jehajee, with which you will have become acquainted. 
At present the mother of the Thakoor, with the brethren of the Raja, having 
assembled, they represented that the relinquishment of Female Infanticide 
will be agreed to by us according to the conditions to which Rao Saheb of 
Kutch and Jam Saheb may agree; before them nothing will be concluded 
by us.” 

If Major Walker should cause the village taken by Babajee to be restored, 
it is well, “ otherwise he is a free agent ; but according to the adjustment which 
the Rao and the Jam may make not to commit Infanticide, we will agree.” 


APPE:vDIX No. 5 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Jhareja Jehajee, of MoorveCy to Lieutenant 
Colonel A. Walker, dated the 2\st September 1807. 

You have often urged me to adopt some course to preserve my daughters, 
and I am convinced you look upon me as your own when you desire me to do 
this ; but the Jharejas have from ancient times killed their daughters, and I 
cannot set a new example first. 

I am much annoyed by Mallia : if, therefore, you reduce Mallia, and keep it 
subject to the Company, or give it to me, as well as restore Haralla, — ^if you 
should favour me so much, my present distress will be removed, and I will 
meet your wishes in preserving my daughters. This is my petition. 


APPENDIX No. 6 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 22nd September 1807. 

Having arrived at Moorvee, and had an interview with the Raja until I 
saw that no clear answer could be obtained, without threats ; notwithstanding 
that according to the best of my ability I used both soothing and worm 
language, yet I grasped the wind, and nothing but dregs remained in the 
cup. The arrangement respecting the children in particular appeared 
helpless. 
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APPENDIX No. 7 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 23rrf September 1807. 

I yesterday wrote the particulars of my interview with the Thakoor, and 
his refusal to relinquish Infanticide. 

Affairs are thus, that what I yesterday wrote is still the language of to-day ; 
tlierefore favour me with an answer to yesterday’s, and the present communi- 
cation, for to wait longer without effect would be discreditable ; but I am 
subject to orders. 


APPENDIX No. 8 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, dated the 22rd September 1807. 

Your notes of yesterday and to-day are both received and understood. I 
delayed to answer the first in expectation of tlie second. I have now the 
pleasure to send you two letters, one to the Raja and one to his mother : that 
to the Raja being delivered first, observe what effect it has, and then, if you 
think it will prove of any use, deliver the otlier to his mother. 

If this should induce any alteration in the Raja’s mind, you will of course 
make the most of it ,* but if it does not, we can only regret that our efforts 
should be unattended with the effect we wished. 

It will, however, be still proper to keep open the gate, so that this business 
may be hereafter effected ; and you may therefore suggest to the Raja the 
propriety of answering my letter in terms of friendship with this view. 


APPENDIX No. 9 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 


Extract from a Letter to the Raja of Mooryee, dated the 23rd September 1807. 

I have learnt with much dissatisfaction from the respectable Soonderjee 
Sewjee^ that notwithstanding the assurances which I have given him and 
Bhanjee Mehta, you still continue to persist in refusing to contract an engage- 
ment to relinquish Female Infanticide. 

If the custom is a bad oift, it cannot require any person’s example to leave 
if it is a good one, no person’s example ought to be sufficient to cause 
liPabolishment. 

^ ' 'But it is universally allowed to be unnatural, and against your .religion ; and 
ihe objections you urge against it are unbecoming your rank and situation. 
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The friendship and favour of the Company can only be procured by leaving 
off a practice so contrary to the usage of mankind. 

I am well disposed to serve you, but my support to you must depend on 
yours to the cause of humanity. 

On this subject, and on the adjustment of your future Jumma, hear the 
advice of Soonderjee, to whom 1 have communicated my sentiments. 


APPENDIX No. 10 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to the Mother of Jharsja 
Jehajee, of Moorvecj dated the 23rrf September 1807. 

After compliments. — The army being in the neighbourhood of Moorvee, I 
have unavoidably learnt a number of circumstances, and I have heard of your 
wisdom and prudence with great pleasure. 

The Sirkar is very anxious that the very cruel custom of Female Infanticide 
should be abolished by your advice and assistance. Do you, therefore, by 
every means in your power endeavour to persuade your son to desist from 
this practice. I hope you will labour in this affair, for it is very unnatural for 
a mother to allow her own offspring to be put to death. Your father and 
your mother have nursed and brought you up ; wherefore, then, should it hurt 
you to rear up your daughters ? Should you not do as I request, what 
answer can you return to your God ? 

Should you fully consider this business, you will perfectly observe the 
impropriety of it. 

. Should other castes do as the Jharejas, how could the Jhareja race exist ? 

What more can I write ? 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Resident. 


APPENDIX No. 11 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 2^th September 1807. 

Your kind letter with its two enclosures, with which you favoured me, 
arrived in proper time. They were both delivered. After four hours had 
elapsed, the Thakoor came to my quarters, and appeared very submissive ; but 
although I pushed the point as far as possible, he never consented to abandoi:^ 
the practice of Infanticide, but he said thus much, that whatever the Jam 
may conclude in this business, it has also my consent. Before that I cannot 
engage for anything, therefore let this subject be dropped ; but the Company 
are powerful.” 
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APPENDIX No. 12 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee Sewjee, dated 

the 2Ath September 1807. 

I have received your letter, and I understand its contents ; but to-day being 
Witteepad,* **^ which is an unlucky day, I therefore am unalde to write a parti- 
cular answer until to-morrow. I beg you to wait. Still I request you will not 
slacken your endeavours until you have accomplished the point of obtaining a 
renunciation of Infanticide. 

This object is for the good of Thakoor Jehajee, and your reputation will be 
increased in the opinion of Mr. Duncan by gaining it. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Resident. 


APPENDIX No. 13 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Jhareja Jehajee, of MoorveCy to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, dated 

the 2\ih September 1 807. 

After compliments. — Your letter. Sir, I have received, in which is written to 
rear up and protect our daughters : but the circumstances of this case are, that 
from time immemorial the Jharejas have never reared their daughters, nor can 
it now be the case. This is my petition. 

My situation and circumstances are all known to you. Sir; and I now with 
folded arms make my petition, that if. Sir, you will continue to observe the 
same course of favour towards me, as you have hitherto done, I may then 
hope to secure my ends, and to meet the demaris upon me. I have agreed 
to a sum of Jummabundee even beyond my actual means, and let your protec- 
tion so extend that I may be able still to walk with rectitude, and be able to 
pay my dues. 


From the MotSaiT of Jehajee to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker. 

Your letter has been received, and its contents understood. You have called 
upon Kooer Jehajee to rear up his daughters : but it is so, that for many 
years past none of the Jhareja tribes have ever reared their female offspring. 
Further particulars of this concern you will learn from Kooer Jehajec’s 
writing, and you must exq^ him on this score, as Kooer Jehajee has attach- 
ed himself to you. Let his Jummabundee be so settled jthat his credit will be 
preserved. 

* Witleepad, aa nalucky day in the Hindoo calendar, in consequence of which the officer 

commanding the Gaekwar troops did not come to camp. 
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APPENDIX No. 14 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soondsrjeb 
Sewjee^ dated the 25th September 1807. 

Should anything wear a favourable appearance, I request you will let me 
know ; the former and strong aversion to renounce Infanticide appears now 
to be less. Do you on this account keep Thakoor Jehajee assured of my 
friendship. 


APPENDIX No. 1.5 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjrk 
Sewjee, dated the 25th September 1807. 

I have received your note, and understood its contents ; but I request you 
will again take the trouble to explain to the llaja Jehajee my concern at the 
difficulty which appears to exist to persuade him, and the obduracy with which 
he resists every " rgument to relinquish the practice of Female Infanticide. 

What can induce the Honorable Company to make such efforts, and what 
can induce me to request from you the utmost exertion of your abilities in this 
respect, except the cause of humanity, and the desire of the Honorable 
Company to put a stop to a practice which will redound to the advantage and 
credit of the Raja Jehajee ? 


APPENDIX No. IG TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 26th September 1807. 

Your letters of the third and second days past have been received,— the 
second at about 8 o’clock at night, when the Thakoor was with me, who saw 
the peon. Before I received this letter, I had been engaged in strong 
conversation with the Thakoor, but without effect. The difficulty still 
remains, and this practice will not be relinquished by the Thakoor Jehajee. 
‘‘Whatever the Jam agrees to, I will,” which I before reported, — the same is 
still dwelt upon. What was communicated by you, saying that should the 
Thakoor agree to relinquish the practice of Infanticide it would be a source of 
advantage to him, and the cause of increase of reputation to me in the opinion 
of Mr. Duncan : but, Sir, your servant has come to Moorvee solely on the 
Honorable Company’s account ; and in whatever he may attempt, he is not 
that person who will not exert his best ability. Other business has arrived at 
a point of 'conclusion, but to the Infanticide relinquishment consent is not 
49 G 
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procurable, and my further detention here is unnecessary : but as you say 
that owing to the rain the Dewanjec had not arrived, but that 1 should 
receive an answer to-day, I accordingly await its arrival ; pray favour me with 
it before the close of the day. 

If the relinquishment of Infanticide is a question assuredly to be effected 
by the Company, its accomplishment must be effected by force, which would 
be but advisable and proper : but in future, whatever is your pleasure, I am 
your servant, and your orders, whatever they may be, will be conformed to. 


APPENDIX No. 17 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From JnAHEJA .Tehajeb, dated the 21st October 1807. 

After compliments. — From motives of friendship the Honorable Company 
are urging me to preserve my daughters. To this I agree, if the Nowanuggur 
aud Gondul Chiefs agree : if they do not preserve theirs, I will not do it. 


APPENDIX No. 18 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Futteh Mahomed, dated the 28th 

September 1807. 

After compliments. — It is now a long time since I had the pleasure of 
hearing from you : it is proper that, in contradiction to the past, you should 
favour me with friendly letters. 

The object of my present writing to you is to disclose a plan which the 
Honorable Company are very desirous of seeirj adopted, and which would 
redound to your credit and honour. 

It is known to you that the tribe of Jhareja Rajpoots, who are very numer- 
ous in the country of Kutch, do not rear their female offspring, but, under the 
blind influence of prejudice, suffer their female infants to be destroyed in their 
childhood. i / 

This practice is no less contrary to the laws of the Gospel than it is to the 
precepts of the Koran ; and it is also equally and fully prohibited in the Shas- 
ters and ordinances of the Hindoos, which the Jharejas ought to respect. 

Then you will observe that no motive of ambition, interest, or advantage can 
prompt the Honorable Company to wish to see a practice so contrary to every 
law abolished. 

Their desire in this respect can arise solely from humanity, and a wish to 
jmspire the tribe of Jharejas with that affection for their female ofispring which 
parents ought to possess* « 
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But what argument can be necessary to prove to you the advantage 
and credit which will attend your co-operating in this useful and humane 
attempt; to which you are invited by every consideration of humanity and 
religion ? 

Your effectual aid and assistance in this respect will secure the respect and 
consideration of all persons^ and I feel a confidence tliat you will exert your 
best endeavours. 

Accordingly, as His Highness Rao Saheb is the senior of all the tribes of 
Jharejas, it is highly probable that all this tribe will not hesitate to follow an 
example that is set them by the head of the family, especially as they do not 
appear averse to it in other respects, and some of them have laudably broken 
through the custom. 

To make this custom, however, universal, it requires that it should be for- 
mally renounced, and that the separate independent heads of the Jhareja 
family should give some public document of its abolition. 

I have therefore written upon this occasion a letter to His Highness Rao 
Saheb, and trust that his answer may be in conformity to the above, and 
be productive of the very desirable result of terminating the practice of 
Infanticide. • 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Rao Sahed, Raja 
of Kutcli, dated the 3rrf October 1 807. 

After compliments. — In these parts it is represented that all is well : gratify 
me by writing me accounts of your welfare, and in the terms of friendship that 
subsist between you and the Honorable Company. 

Just now, whatever is most profitable to your interest, and to the welfare of 
your family and race, in the opinion of the Honorable Company, has been 
written to Futteh Mahomed, and that respectable and worthy person will dis- 
close the whole to you for your consideration. I am satisfied that you will 
rej)ly conformably to the wishes of the Honorable Company’s Government, 
and friendship will from this cause be much increased. 


From Futteh Mahomed Jemadar to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 
without datCj received on the 21^^ October 1807. 

After compliments, and recapitulating the contents of Major Walker’s 
letter to him, which he states having received at a fortunate moment, and that 
it afforded him much pleasure, it proceeds, — 

It is notorious that since the Avatar of Shree Krishn, these people (the 
Jharejas), who are descended from the Jadows, have during a period of 4,900 
years been in the habit of killing their daughters, and it has no doubt reached 
your knowledge that all of God’s creation, even the mighty Emperors of 
Hindoostan,-^Shah Jehan, Aurungzebe, and Akbar, who have successively 
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reigned in Ilindoostan, — those of Khorasan and Iran, and the Rajas of the four 
quarters of Hindoostan, besides all others the conductors of the affairs of this 
world, who have existed from time to time, have always preserved friend- 
ship with this court, and never acted in this respect (Female Infanticide) 
unreasonably. 

Even the King of the World, who is protected by God ! the King of Room, 
descended from a long line of illustrious ancestors, who have reigned over that 
country from the earliest times, and in whose dominions is situated the 
inestimable and glorious Mecca, never once thought of putting a stop to the 
custom which prevails among the Jliarejas of killing their daughters; but, on 
the contrary, has preserved friendship at all times with this Durbar ; and 
merchants possessing lakhs of wealth, belonging to his country, reside here, 
and people of equal wealth of this country are there; but he never once 
uttered anything on this subject. 

But you, who follow the paths of the King, and who are an Ameer of the great 
Sirkar, the Honorable Company, having written me on this subject, I have 
derived much uneasiness ; for it does not accord with your good cliaracter. 

You should reflect, that though the authority of many Kings and Rajas, the 
King of Room excepted, has decayed or passed into the hands of others, still 
the government of this country has remained unmoved from the period of the 
Avatar of Krishn till this day, and this country contains so many brothers of 
one heart, descended from a common parent, as is not to be found in any other 
quarter ; but they have not to this day departed from the habits of Female 
Infanticide. They have, however, approved of two good customs, — 1st, in this 
country, neither birds nor animals are killed, goats excepted, and but few even 
eat them ; and charitable places for Fakeers going and coming from Mecca, 
and Hindoos pei forming pilgrimages, are so strongly planted that they suffer 
no annoyance. 

This Durbar has always maintained friendship beyond bounds with the Sirkar 
of the Honorable Company ; and notwithstandil^g this, since you have acted 
so unreasonably in this respect, I am much distressed. 

God is the giver, and God is the taker away ; if any one’s affairs go to ruin, 
he must attribute his fortune to God ! No one has until this day wantonly 
quarrelled with this Du^ibar, who has not in the end suffered loss. This 
Durbar wishes no one ill, nor has ever wantonly quarrelled with any one. 
Everything that may happen is from God, — 1 bow obedient ! Do not again 
address me on this subject 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Futteh Mahomed, dated the 9th 

January 1808. 

The Honorable Company’s Government, impressed with horror at the 
inhuman practice of Female Infanticide, in existence among the Jhareja tribe, 
was induced to take measures to put a stop to it. 
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The designs of great men are always in concordance with the secret will of 
the Divinity^ and that secret assistance of the Omnipotent which, praise to Ilis 
name ! always attends the victorious standard of the army of the Honorable 
Company, has in this instance, in a short period, crowned the wishes of their 
Government with success, and extended and confirmed their reputation for 
humanity. 

The fame of the great character which you bear in the country of Kutch for 
humanity, and your love of justice, has not remained a secret to me. Do you, 
my friend, put a stop to the custom of Infanticide in Kutch, and you will per- 
petuate that name by an act which will ever be remembered with delight, and 
be assured the reward of so good an action will await you in the other world. 
I am fully satisfied that you will exert your utmost influence to do away this 
horrid practice, and thereby entitle yourself to the gratitude of your fellow 
mortals, and the most perfect bliss in the next world ; for the Almighty has 
bestowed on you the power to do this. 

I have heard that all the Jharejas who have become converts to Islamism 
have renounced this practice. True it is that it is contrary to the dictates of 
Mahomed and the religion of Jesus Christ, as w^ell as the sayings of the 
Poorans and Shasters of the Hindoos ; indeed it is, according to all these, the 
most heinous crirne and sin. 

I feel a strong desire to write you much at length on this subject, but to 
the wise a hint is enough. 

My friendship requires me to desire you always to write me accoupts of 
your welfare, and of the advancement you may make in the attainment of 
the object of ray present letter. 


From Futteh Mahomed Jemadar to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

without date. 

Your other letter is expressive of the grief of the Honorable Company on 
account of the horrid practice of Female Infanticide among the Jharejas, and 
stating that you would derive much pleasure from the abolition of this custom, 
which you have urged on account of the friendship which subsists between this 
Sirkar and the Company, and supported by several arguments well com- 
posed, from the perusal of all which I have derived much pleasure. 

The reputation of your Government and of mine are now long established, 
and this is known to the whole world, and, God be praised ! it will daily 
increase. 

Previous to this I wrote you on the subject of Female Infanticide, and from 
that you must have learned everything. What can I now say on this subject, 
for this custom has prevailed for five thousand years, since the incarnation of 
Krishna, and thus ft has been, and is now practised ? This is not a practice 
confined to a few, that it can be dispensed with. Every one, also, who widfies 
to nourish his daughters is at full liberty, and he who wishes to kill them at 
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their birth has full powers so to do. In this world, none of the kings of the 
seven countries occupying the four quarters of the world, or the Kings of 
Arabia and Azum, who have reigned in this world, have ever written on this 
subject, but, on the contrary, have always preserved the connections of friend- 
ship, and this Government has with these kings and rulers always maintained 
amity, which I also preserve ; and it is not fit, with true friends such as we 
are, constantly, on this subject, to create any ground of uneasiness. 

It is the decree of Heaven, God the merciful, — the King of the two Worlds 
be praised ! — every one is pleased with his own faith. On this account, and as 
the Jharejas are the relations and brothers of Maha Rau Saheb, and I am an 
adherent of his Durbar, it is not proper for me to say anything on the subject 
to the Jharejas, and it would not have effect, nor ever will. 

Therefore, this business excepted, I beg you will write me on any other, 
that I may, from performing it, show to you ray regard, from which we will 
derive mutual advantages ; and to say more than this to a person of your 
wisdom would be as foolish as to teach knowledge to Lokman.* 


APPENDIX No. 19 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From JiiAREJA Dadajee, Chief of RajhoU 

Many of the Jharejas of Kutch preserve their daughters, and i)rcvious 
to the birth of a child, the father, if he wishes to preserve his daughter^ 
signifies such a wish, and his will is invariably obeyed ; if the mother wishes, 
and the father is averse to preserve his daughter, it is killed. Exceptions to 
this take place now and then, when the mother has great influence over the 
father. 

When tlie daughters are killed, they arc almost invariably put to death 
immediately after their birth. 

On the birth of a daughter, the mothers generally never apprise the father, 
but put it to death at once. 

Daughters, when put to death, are always buried in the state in which they 
were born, without undcrgolhg any purifleation, or being wrapped in any cloth. 

Dadajee has a daughter alive. He states, however, that he expressed a 
wish to preserve it previous to its birth. 

Some Jharejas preserve their daughters that may be born within the space 
of six months after the death of a Chief. Though this is little observed, it is 
still reckoned proper ; but he says tlie avarice or other passions of the parents 
make them disregard this praflice. 

Dadajee says there is no uniform mode of killing the . infants : sometimes 
they terminate their short life by opium ; sometimes by placing the navel 

* A celebrated Persian physician, famous for his knowledge. 
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string on their mouth, and suffocating them. Dadajee, on being interrogated as 
to any other mode, asks in reply, ** What difficulty is there in blasting a 
flower ? ” 

Dadajee observes there is no impropriety in Jharejas preserving their 
daughters. Sometimes the motliers, if there are no female attendants, kill their 
infants themselves; but, in general, women of station never perform this 
unnatural office. 

Dadajee, in allusion to this subject, and as descriptive of the motives for 
Infanticide, states that in Kattywar and Ilallar the Uehbarees or goatherds 
allow their male kids to die when there are many of [them brought fBrth, and 
the Charuns follow the same practice with their male buffaloes ; both being 
reckoned unproductive in a country where little flesh is consumed, and the 
only profit that arises from these animals is from their milk. 

In regard to the origin of the custom of Infanticide, Jhareja Dadajee related 
the story of the Raja and his beautiful daughter ; but although he did not 
appear to put much confidence in the truth of this story, Dadajee could give 
no other account of the origin of the practice. He says that his race at one 
time occupied a country on the other side of Sind, and that, being suddenly 
surrounded with Mnhomedans, they were necessitated to kill their daughters, 
not being able to pi o vide them with husbands ; and that the custom, which had 
its origin in a desire to preserve their caste, has been maintained in conse* 
quence of its favouring the avaricious motives of some, but, in general, without 
any motive at all further than that of following a custom of the tribe. 

Dadajee further states Persia to be the country which tradition assigned the 
Jharejas as their residence, and that the word Jam is derived from Jamshed, 
the name of a famous Persian monarch. 

Soonderjee Scwjee states that all the Jharejas in Kutch kill their daughters ; 
but he is not acquainted with the particular mode in which they do it. Others 
have reported that they place the navel string on their mouth, or give them 
opium. 

He thinks that it is not customary to repoit the birth and death of a 
daughter to the father. 

The Jharejas of Kutch marry into all the Rajpoot families of Guzerat, of 
Thurr and Parkur. He states that they never marry tlieir slaves, and that 
when they keep them as Rakhelees, or mistresses, that they allow them a 
separate house, even though the Jhareja be not married. 

Soonderjee’s Moonshee, who is a native of Sind, states that in this country 
the custom of Female Infanticide has been relinquished by all except a tribe 
of Mahomedans named Kulhora. This is not a very numerous tribe ; the 
Sovereigns of Kutch formerly belonged to it. 
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APPENDIX No. 20 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 


List of Jharyas, including lihyad not specifically mentiotied, who have 

renounced Infanticide. 


No. 


Names* 


Talookas or Villages. 


10 


11 


12 

13 

14 

15 

IG 

17 


18 


19 

20 


of Kooe; 


Jhareja Iloteejce 

Jhareja Dossajee and Kooer Suttajee 
Jjiareja Jehajoc 

Jhareja lluinnuljcc and Kooer Lakajec 
Jam Jessajee . . . . . . 

Jhareja Hutimuljec, by the agency 
Verajoe 

Jhareja Dewajoe, and Kooer Nuthooje* 
Jhareja Boput Sing . . 

Jhareja Iloteejec 
Jliareja Suttajee 
f Jhareja Khengarjec . . 

Jhareja Jehajee 
'^Jhareja Bamsin^ee . . 

Jhareja Kheemajcc 
Jhareja Dewajee 
Jhareja Morjec 
Jhareja Dossajee 
Jhareja Khanjee 
Jhareja Tejmuljee 
Jharejas Khanjee and Bhanjee 
Jhareja Raising 

L Jharejas Raojee and lludoojec 
^Jhareja Phooljee 
Jhareja Salle^uljee 
Jhareja Raehjee 
Jhareja Jejee Rasanjee 
(^Jhareja Ramsin^ec . . 

Jhareja Mayroojee and Kooer Osajee. 

Jhareja Bunajee 
Jhareja Samutjec 
f Jhareja Phoolajee 
J Jhareja Dadajee 
I j Jhareja Soojajee . . #• 

(^Jhareja Mukunjee . . ' 

Jharejas Pemjec and Wagjee 
Jhareja Soorajee 
Jhareja Kana Mooloo. . 

Jhareja Kana Mota . . 

Jhareja Kana Hookajee 
Jhareja Kana Rokajee 
Jhareja Kana Puchanjec j 
(^Jhareja Kana Nuthoojee 
Kooer Sallajee. 

Rana Sirtannjee and Kooer Hallajee, Jetwas. 


Kotara Sanganee. 

Mallia. 

jMoorvee. 

Rajkot. 

Nowauuggur. 

Sirdhar. 

Gondul. 

DehroL 

Kursura. 

Jallia. 

rinrmutcea. 

Kotarec. 

Amba. 

Lodeka. 

Paal. 

Goureedur. 

Kotaria. 

Wudalee. 

Veerwa. 

Gudka. 

Shapoor. 

Kaugscealec. 


Drappa. 


Rajpoor ; the Bhyad of Ko- 
tara Sanganee. 

Barwa. 

Mengnee, 

Scesang. 

Dedee Moleo. - 
Kuree and Yeerpoor. 


Salodur Wowree. 


(Signed) A. Walker, 

Resident. 
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Memo. — In the month of January 1808, the following Engagement 
against Infanticide was obtained by Lieutenant Colonel A. 
Walker from the Jhareja and Jetwa Chiefs in Kattywar:-^ 

Engagement passed by Jhareja JIatheejee and Kooer Bojrajee, of 
TalookaKotra Sanganee, to Shreemunt Rowashree SenaKhas Khbl 
Shumsiiere Bahadoor and the Honorable Company, dated Poush 
Shoodk 5th, Sumvut 1864 ( A. D. Mh January 1808J, 

From the commencement it was a custom in our Jhareja caste not tb preserve 
the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, after expounding the 
Shaster on this subject, and pointing out to us the way of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it is written in the Brumhu Vywurtuk Pooran,” (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commits this act, his sin is great ; that is, it is equal to Ourbhu 
ITutya,” (the killing of an infant in the womb,) and Brumhu Hutya,” (the killing 
of a Brahmin,) so that tlie killing of 100 Brahmins is equal to killing one 
woman, and the killing of 100 women is equal to that of one child ; but in^his 
two sins are committed, viz. the killing of woman and child. The punishment 
written for this :in is, that he who commits it will remain in Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul N urk,’’ (a particular place in hell,) for as many years as there are 
hairs on the person of the said woman ; and afterwards, when he is bom again 
he would become a Koreea,” (leprous,) and be subject to " Puksh Ghat'* 
(paralytic stroke). In this manner the Sirkar expounded the Shaster to us. 
In order for our own good, and out of deference to the Hindoo religion, we and 
our posterity, viz. our sons and grandsons, and our brothers and nephews, and 
all, have given this writing, binding ourselves for perpetuity, that from hence- 
forward we shall not do such a thing. If we do, we shall be considered of- 
• fenders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste people be guilty 
of this act, and it shall come to our knowledge, we shall, after expelling him 
out of caste, punish him, as an atonement for the deed done, according to the 
Shaster and the will of the Sirkar. 

(Signed) Jhareja Hatheejee, and 
Kooer Bojrajee. 

[Note.— 7%e names of the Jhareja and Jetwa Chiefs in Kattywar who sub^ 
scribfd to the above Engagement are contained in Appendix No. 20, given 
in the preceding page,’] ______ 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated Zlst March 1808. 

Sir,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
16th instant (March 1808), and of its several accompaninientB, and I am 
directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform you that, in 
addition to die approbation already expressed under date the 7th of March,* 

* Vide note to page 322 of this Selection# 

50 o 
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of the success of your exertions in putting, it is hoped, an effectual end to tlio 
revolting practice of Infanticide in and throughout the Peninsula of Guzerat, 
Government have perused, with an interest commensurate to the extraordinary 
nature and great importance of the subject, the more particular details furnished 
by your present address of the probable rise and progress, and the too certain 
prevalence, of this barbarous system amongst the Jharejas, and, in one instance 
at least, among the Jetwa llajpoots ; and whilst the Governor in Council 
cannot sufficiently commend that solicitude, perseverance, and ability, to which 
is to be ascribed the procuring of the obligations entered into by the several 
Chieftains to abandon it, he is sensible that it must require the vigilant and 
concurrent attention of both the Governments of the Gaekwar and of the Honor- 
able Company to ensure, especially during the first year, the faithful adherence 
of the several parties to the salutary stipulations to which they have thus been 
brought to subscribe. But the Honorable the Governor in Council relies on 
your zeal, and feels assured that you will not fail to stimulate the Native 
administration at Baroda, and, through it, their officers in Katty war, to attend 
to, and make periodical returns of the effects of the new system thus happily 
introduced, which, if allowed to operate, must soon become manifest in the 
number of female children that every Jhareja’s house may soon be known to 
contain ; whilst, on the other hand, the want of such indication will constitute 
proof sufficient of the influence of the old prejudice, and of the disregard to 
engagements which, in the present instance, ought not to be treated with 
much indulgence, but rather punished by a moderate fine, to be always 
imposed with the privity of the British Government, through you, and 
the amount of which is to be applied to the relief of those among the more 
indigent classes of the Jharejas who shall be known to fulfil and adhere to the 
letter and spirit of their engagements ; or otherwise, by the infliction of such 
different description of penalty as the local authorities may deem the most 
impressive, and likely to ensure the attainment of an object so highly salutary 
and indispensable in all res|)ects as is the extirpation of the baneful practice of 
Infanticide from all the districts of Kattywar, with an ultimate view to the 
same humane object in Kutch. 

2. You arc accordingly desired to concert with the Gaekwar Government 
the best means for obtaining periodical notices oi the operation of the 
obligations, making it also a rule to submit (exclusive of such intermediate 
reports as may become necessary) one general statement on the last day of 
each year, showing how far the amended system has been acted on and 
observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from its 
rules, and what measures pursued for their enforcement ; the whole to be 
accompanied with an estimate of number of lives that may, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, be thus ultimately saved to the community, 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Chief Secretary. 


Bombay Castle, 31^^ March 1808. 
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From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Dated \Gth December 1808. 

Honorable Sir, — Adverting to the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 31st 
March 1808, I have great satisfaction in submitting for your information the 
accompanying copy and translate of a letter from Sewram Sudashew, tlie 
Native agent in Katlywar, with enclosure. 

2. It is little more than a month since I desired Sewram Sudashew to 
direct his inquiries to ascertain the number of females which he might learn 
had been preserved in the Jhareja families, in consequence of the engagements 
for refmining from Infanticide; and the satisfactory nature of the information 
which he communicates from a very limited portion of the Jhareja territory 
seems to promise that the humane expectations of the Honorable Company’s 
Government will not be disappointed in the result. 

3. I have also the honour to transmit another memorandum verbally 
communicated from a Jhareja who came to Baroda from Moorvee some time 
since ; and I havt no doubt that subsequent inquiries will greatly extend the 
list of tliose lives which the interference of the Honorable Company’s Govern- 
ment has saved from the early death to which a barbarous superstition had 
doomed them. 

4. When it is recollected that with strict inquiry, during my progress in 
Kattywar, not more than four or five instances of daughters being preserved 
could be traced for years past, the importance of this reform will be estimated 
by the number which have been saved in the few months that have elapsed 
since the engagements were executed. 

5. The number of lives which are ascertained to have been preserved 
under a very limited inquiry is a decisive proof of the beneficial nature of 
those engagements ; but the effect which they have liad on the minds of the 
Jharejas is probably shown in a prominent light by the circumstance of one of 
the Jharejas mentioned in the enclosure, under the Bhyad of Dherol, being 
the same Jhareja, Jessajee of Jallia, noticed in the 92hd paragraph of my report 
of the 16th March last, who had already destroyed three daughters. 

6. It is probably difficult to prove the fact of any female children being 
put to deatli ; but in a country where this act has never been considered cri^ 
minal or disgraceful, and where every person avowed it without scruple or 
compunction, the circumstance of three Infanticides only being ascertained, 
and one of these resting on report, deserves notice, as tending to prove that 
the practice is decreasing, or that public opinion now views it in a different 
light than formerly. 

7. For those that have been ascertained I have suggested to the Gaekwar 
Government the mode of punishment which Mr. Warden’s letter recommends. 

8. I trust the information 1 have now the honour to forward will prove* 
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satisfactory, and afford you the pleasing hope that the horrid practice of 
Female Infanticide may be eradicated from Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A, Walker, 

Boroday \Qth December 1808. Resident. 


From Sewram Sudashew, Native Agent in Kattywar, to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated Camp Sunoosura, the 8th December 1808. 

It is certain that the Gondul man has put his daughter to death, though no 
one will come forward to prove it against him. I am, however, using my 
endeavours on this point, and when we shall have actually detected him, the 
Dewanjee will, according to his orders, take measures to fine Rim. I shall 
have the honour hereafter to send you a particular list of those persons who 
have respectively preserved and sacrificed their female offspring. 

(Signed) Sewram Sudashew. 


Memorandum from Wittoba Dewanjee, containing information relative to 
what Jhareja Rtypoots, according to their Agreement, have preserved their 
Daughters, and those whom it has been ascertained, from inquiry, have put 
them to death. 

Talooka Rajkot, and Bhvad. 

Jhareja Dadajee has preserved his daughter, and had done so previous to 
the agreement on this account. She is now two years old. 

Dcssajec, of Kotaria village, has had a daughter since the agreement, who 
has been preserved, and is now nine months old. lie has given her the name 
of Jejeeba. 

Jhareja Moorjee, of Gowreedur village. This man's wife had a female 
child prematurely born, which died in its birth. The mother was in imminent 
danger, but she recovered. 

Kursura. 

r 

Jhareja Rahdoojce had a daughter four months ago, which he has pre- 
served. 

Jhareja Bapoojec also had a daughter six months since, that is now living. 

Jhareja Dessuljee, of Itadhur village, has preserved his female infant, born 
three months ago. 

Dh^ol and Buyad. 

Jhareja Jessajee, of Jallia village, had a daughter, which died a natural 
death one month after its birth. 

Jhareja Wuktajee, of Dhcrol, had a daughter two and a half months since, 
which is living. • 
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Jhareja Makjee and his brother, of Sunoosura village, have each had a 
daughter, who are now nine and twelve months old. 

Jhareja Suggaramjee, of Sunoosura village, has also a female child, five 
months old. 

Jhareja Bharajee has a daughter four months old. 

Jhareja Nuthoojee, of Sea village, has preserved his daughter, who has now 
arrived at eight months of age. 

Jhareja Kunterjee, of the same village, has a daughter sev^ months old. 

Jhareja Kursunjee, of Rajepoor, preserved his daughter, ten months old. 

Jhareja Dahjee, of the same village, has a female infant nine months of age. 

Jhareja Dessajee, of Jabeeroo, has a daughter of seven months. 

Jhareja Jettajee, of Jaiwoojarra; his daughter is ten months old. 

Jhareja Puttabhoy, of Rodea, has a daughter of six months. 

Jhareja Veerajec, of Dcerukdur; his daughter is five months old. 

Jhareja Togajee, of Dangur, has a daughter of six months. 

Jifarcja Vuzoobhoy, of the same place, has a daughter of three months. 

Village of Wuralee. 

Jhareja Khanjee ; his son has put his female infant to death. 

Jhareja Nuth^ )jee, of Gondul, who is the legitimate son of Dewajee, the 
Raja of Gondul, has also sacrificed the life of his daughter. This is affirmed 
by a number of people, but no one has yet come forward to substantiate it. 

It is also said that another Rajpoot has put bis daughter to death, but this 


is only a report. 

Female Children who have been preserved 20 

Died a Natural Death • 2 

Put to Death 3 


Total • • • • 25 

By an inquiry of one month, the aforementioned information has been 
acquired ; but these people are great vagabonds, and it is with great difficulty 
that they can 1)6 discovered in putting their female issue to death. 

I have, however, taken proper measures to ascertain all particulars on this 
interesting subject. 

(Signed) Wittoba Dewanjee. 


Verdal Communication received by Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, a 
Jhareja^ on the August 1808. 

According to the information of the Jhareja Jcytajee, of Moorvee, the 
following families have saved their daughtei-s since the agreements for abo- 
lishing Infanticide: — 

Jhareja Mooijee, of Dherol ; Janajee, of Nagrawar ; Ramabhoy, of Rajkot ; 
and Sethanee, of Dherol. 

These four, Jeytajee observes, have reared their daughters, who are of his 
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acquaintance ; but that many others have followed the same practice^ and that 
it has become universal. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2Ath December 1808. 

Sir, — In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 16th instant, 
1 am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Governor in Council 
experiences a sensible satisfaction at the prospect afforded of extirpating from 
the Peninsula of Guzerat the barbarous and long prevalent practice of Female 
Infanticide ; and this a vigilant attention in encouraging an adherence to the 
engagements lately entered into for renouncing it, and an enforcement of the 
recommended mode of punishment against those who may still be detected in 
its commission, cannot fail, under the blessing of Divine Providence, to achieve, 
and thus, as is trusted, to stamp an era in the history of Guzerat lastingly 
creditable to the English name and influence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Castle^ 24lA December 1808. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Dated 25th December 1809. 

Honorable Sir, — During the recent expedition into Kattywar, I was not 
unmindful of inquiring into the success of the humane arrangements intro- 
duced, under the influence of the Honorable Company's Government, for the 
abolition of Female Infanticide among the Jhareja Rajpoots, and I am happy 
to report that this reform has completely taken root. 

2. I have the honour to enclose a list of those Jharejas who have pre- 

served their female children, which fell under my own direct observance. On 
my halt at Dherol, I had all those in the immediate neighbourhood, who were 
capable of attending, brought^to my tent, and many were too young to be 
brought to any distance. Ilf was extremely gratifying on this occasion to 
observe the triumph of nature, feeling, and parental affection over prejudice 
and a barbarous superstition, and that those who but a short period before 
would, as many of them had done, have doomed their infants to destruction 
without compunction, should now glory in their preservation, and doa.t on them 
with fondness. ^ • 

3. The whole of the instances submitted in the accompanying list have 
occurred since the execution of the engagements renouncing the practice of 
Infanticide. Among these the Honorable the Governor in Council will 
observe the name of the Raja of Moorvee; Kooer Dadajee "of Rajkot; 
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Kooer Wuktajee of Dherol; and of several other men of rank and influencei 
whose example must have a most beneficial effect. 

4. The list of lives which have been saved to the community by the 
humane interference of the Company’s Government might be very considerably 
increased by extending the inquiry into the Jhareja villages ; iTut this will be 
sufficient to show that as the preservation of female children has now become 
general, there is no reason to doubt of the final abolition of this inhuman prac- 
tice. When once the natural emotions of parental affection have resumed their 
sway, it may reasonably be expected that thisdcruel and barbarous prejudice 
will be condemned by those who formerly most strongly supported it. 

5. As every anecdote relative to Infanticide is deserving of notice, it may 
be worthy of remark that in Kutch there is a village inhabited by Jharejas, 
who have for many generations abstained from the universal custom of the 
caste, and preserved their female offspring. 

6. /This reformation has been produced in their manners by the influence 
of religion, and the presence of a temple of Vishnoo in their neighbourhood. 
It is unnecessary to notice, that the tenets of this sect inculcate a regard for 
animal life, and which have in this case extended their influence to the support 
of humanity. 

7. I resj)ectfully beg leave to submit to the consideration of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council a memorandum of disbursements made in presents to 
tliose Jharejas who had preserved their daughters, and who visited me at 
Dherol. The fund whence this disbursement is to be defmyed is from the 
Nuzurana exacted from the Chieftain of Gondul, and which, the Honorable 
the Governor in Council is already apprised, included an amercement for the 
destruction of the female infant of that Chieflain’s son. 

8. This arrangement is in conformity to the instructions of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, and I respectfully trust it will be honoured with their 
approval and sanction. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A, Walker, 

Baroday 25th December 1809. llesident. 


Memorandum specifying those Jharejas who have preserved their Female 

Children. 

Talqoka Dherol. 

1, Kooer Wuktajee. 

2, Dada Abajee. 

3, Dada Jetajee, of Dherol Bhyad. 

4, Jhareja Je1|Rjee, of Jywa. 

5, Jhareja Poonjajee, of Leala. 

6, Jhareja Mukoondjee, of Sunoosuru. 

7, Jhareja Mailajee, of ditto. 
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8, Jhareja Moolojee^ of Roopce Anna. 

9, Jhareja Ilalajee, of Dangur. 

10, Jhareja Maroojee, of Wagoodur. 

11, Jhareja Banjee, of Gooleetaan. 

12, Jhareja Puchanjee, of Leala. 

13, Jhareja Dossajee, of ditto. 

14, Jhareja Jaymuljee, of Rajpoora. 

16, Jhareja Jugoojee, of Megpoor. 

16, Jhareja Baijee, of •Veperdee. 

17, Jhareja Bharajee, of ditto. 

18, Jhareja Ajebjee, of Anundpoor. 

19, Jhareja Ilallajee, of Ajamchera. 

20, Jhareja Dossajee, of Bajorka. 

21, Jhareja Khandajee, of Babara. 

22, Jhareja Dhooljee, of Tunolc. 

23, Jhareja Jatajee, of Dagarah. 

24, Jhareja Moolojee, of Sunoosura. 

25, Jhareja Togajee, of Dangra. 

26, Jhareja Huldore, of Navcjee. 

27, Jhareja Juktajee. 

28, Jhareja Jehajce, of Rajkot. 

29, Kooer Dadajee, of Rajkot Bhyad. 

30, Kooer Dossajee, of Kotaria, Moorvee. 

31, Jhareja Jeeajee, the Raja of Moorvee, a daughter just born. 

32, Jhai'eja Jessajee, of Jallia. 

(Signed) A. Walker, Resident. 


List of Presents to the Daughters of the Jharyas. 
Talooka Dherol and Bhyad. 


Jhareja Wuktajee Rs. 300 

Jhareja Bawajee’s brother’s daughter 250 

Dada Walojee 160 

Dada Jctajee . • • 160 

Jhareja Mailajee 160 

Jhareja Poonjajee 200 

Jhareja Jettajee 200 


Total*. «.Rs. 1,400 
(Signed) A. Walker, Resident. 

> L 

[Notb.-~ 3%« receipt of tAe foregoing letter toot ncknowlee^/ed on the 6th 
Jommry ISlO, with an intimation that Oovenment had read with intereit 
and sgmpathy the report therdn made of the euecetefid progreee in the 
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abolition of Female Infanticide, and that Government entirely approved 
of the measures which JAeutenant Colonel Walker had adopted with a view 
to the advancement of that humane and enlightened object 


Memo. — On the 25th February 1812, the following renewed En- 
gagetnent against the practice of Female Infanticide was obtained 
from Jam Jessajee, Chief of Nowanuggur : — 

Renewed Engagement against Infanticide entered into by the Jam of Nowa- 
nuggur, on the 25th February 1812, 

Engagement passed by Jam Jessajee, of Nowanuggur, to Slireemuut Rao 
Shree Sena Khas Khcl Shumshere Balmdoor and the Honorable East India 
Company Baliadoor, dated Falgoon Shoodh 13tb, Sumviit 1868 (a .d. 25th 
February 1812). 

From the commencenient it was a custom in our Jhareja caste not to pre- 
serve the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, after expounding the 
Shaster on this subject, and pointing out to us the way of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it is written in the ^^Brumhu Vywurtuk Pooran,*’ (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commits this act, his sin is great, equal to Gurbhu llutya,^’ (kill- 
ing an infant in the womb,) and Brumhu Hutya,'' (killing a Brahmin,) so that 
killing a child is equal to killing 100 Brahmins; but in this aet two sins are 
committed, • viz. that of killing woman and child. The punishnient written 
for this sin is, that the person who commits it will remain in Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul Nurk,” (name of a particular place in hell,) for as many years 
as there are hairs on the person of the said woman, after which, when he is 
born again, he would become a “ Koreea,’' (leprous,) and be subject to Puksh 
Ghat” (paralytic stroke). Both Governments said this to us according to the 
Shaster, in which, the year Sumvut 1864 (a. d. 1808) I, my brothers, nephews, 
&c., all the Jharejjis of my Talooka, passed a writing to the Sirkar, binding 
ourselves not to kill daughters. To inquire about this, a person lately came to us 
from the Sirkar, and we wrote a reply and sent with him. The Sirkar again, in 
the year Sumvut 1868 (a. d. 1812) required me to pass this agreement; and I 
do hereby state, that out of deference to the Hindoo religion, I and my posterity, 
viz. sons and grandsons, and my brothers and nephews, and all, bind ourselves 
in perpetuity, that henceforward we shall not do this act ; if we do, we shall be 
considered offenders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste 
people commits this act, and if it shall come to our knowledge, we shall, after 
expelling him out of caste, make him answer for his sin, and according to the 
will of the Sirkar. f^erpetual securities, given for the fulfilment of the above 
writing, are Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerumgaum, and Bharote Ramdas 
Nuthoo, of Jftlsum, who shall be answerable for it. This is a true writing. 

b\G 
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Dated Sumvut 1868, Falgoon Shoodk 13^7i ^ corresponding with the 2bth Feh- 
ruary A, D. 1812). 

(Signed) Jam Shree Jessajee. 

We, Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerumgaum, and Bharote Ramdas Nuthooy 
of Julsum, Purguna Pitlad, do hereby state, that we shall abide, and cause 
them to abide also, by the above writing, and we ourselves shall be answerable 
tor it. 

Mark of Bharote Meroo Mehta. 


Mark of Bharote B amdas N uthoo. 


From Captain J. 11. Carnac, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Dated 28th Avgvst 1817. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, 
copy of a letter from my Assistant in Kattywar, with its enclosure, on the 
sulyect of Female Infanticide. 

2. I am not sensible of the necessity of offering any observations to the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council on the voluminous remarks of 
Captain Ballantine, particularly as the substance of the recommendations from 
that gentleman has been formerly discussed in my despatches to the honorable 
board, and received its decision on their present inapplicability. 

3. The register of Jharejas forwarded by my Assistant is a useful document 
for future reference, and I conclude it must be correct, from the pains taken to 
acquire the information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac, 

liarodoy 28th Avgus* 1817. Resident. 


From Captain F. D. Ballantine, Assistant Resident at Baroda, 

To Captain J. R. Carnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2f^th June 1817. 

Sir, — In conformity w/ih^the commands of the Honorable Court, and those 
of the Government of India, my attention has been directed to obtain the 
best possible data to be procured on the humane and interesting subject of the 
Infanticide engagements contracted with the Jharejas of the peninsula by 
Colonel Walker in his first circuit in Kattywar. 

2. In handing up the accompanying complete register of all the Jharejas 
known in Kattywar, I have lift satisfaction to think it will be acceptable, as I 
believe it is the first paper of the kind that has yet be^ obtained, and the 
more especially as it will form the best basis and data on which to watch, with 
better effect it ia to be hoped, the progress of an institution which appears to 
have excited uncommon interest and astonishment wherever its extraordinary 
history has reached and been promulgated, and at the same tjmc the most 
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diecided attention of our Governments at home and abroad, so as to introduce by 
every possible means the best practicable prohibition to the practice of the most 
unparalleled crime, the systematic murder by parents of their own children. 

3. No additional facts are wanting to elucidate the’too fatal progress of 
this peculiar and abominable custom; but the indisputable proofs of this 
ample document give a melancholy evidence that our measures or means have 
yet been insufficient to give all the effect and check to the possible secret 
commission of the crime, under inherent prejudice, so much to be desired : it 
must, on the contrary, be received as an indubitable testimony, that sixty- 
three female children saved bear no proportion to the probable population of 
the Jharejas in the peninsula during the long period of ten years. 

4. Indeed, I too much fear the object of our interference for the suppression 
of this singular custom has too generally failed for us to select any individual 
party for the just vengeance of Government and offended nature. I venture to 
repeat, that the means I recommended were both desirable, and eligible in many 
points of view, and, in my humble apprehension, calculated to have obtained 
us actual instances of individual criminality, and, no doubt, to have followed 
up with gi'eater effect the prohibitory nature of the solemn compacts the 
Jharejas entered into with us to discontinue the systematic murder of their 
fcmal(5 offspring. 

5. In regretting the cause for the apprehension submitted in the preceding- 
paragraph, it is only necessary to recall to the recollection of Government that 
we have hitherto, and have still, to depend on the Native Governments and 
authorities for the only information to be obtained, or essential attention to the 
enforcement of the stipulations of our engagements. I beg to say, I conceive 
the party entitled to every consideration and praise ; but it will hardly be 
expected that the Native Governments have continued to view the progress 
and success of these engagements with an equal solicitude, and, therefore, 
that the encouragement to its officers has not been such as to answer our 
expectations. 

6. From these causes, it is possible the result of our measures has not 
been such as we might have hoped, and if the power to enforce has been in 
any degree lax, it may in an equal degree palliate the offence of the Jharejas, 
in many cases driven also from the better feelings of a parent by slur and 
reproach. I could wish to avoid, therefore, drawing the attention of Govern- 
ment to any particular instance, but there are some Talookas where the fact is 
so presumptuously glaring that it is impossible to avoid observation. Instance 
the Talooka of Drappa, where out of a reputed number of four hundred families, 
there is not one single female child in existence ; and the Talooka, as if visited 
by the just vengeance of Heaven, is at the last stage of poverty and distress. 

7. It may not be^ irrelevant to notice, as an anecdote elucidatory of these 
facts, that a few days ago, as the Thakoors of Drappa were compromising their 
revenues to the Peshwa with me, I took occasion to interrogate them; 
when, after *a little persuasion, the elder brother replied, with the greatest 
sang fraid, that he had himself certainly murdered two daughters, bnt, oi 
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course, tliat it was previous to Colonel Walker’s engagements; and that I 
should no doubt be surprised that, in the intermediate period of ten years, not 
one female child had been born to any of the numerous Bhyads. 

8. It is also worthy of observation, that if the practice and prejudice is 
still cherished in the sister province of Kutch, we may so long fear a latent pre- 
dilection in that quarter, — a feeling that will always, more or less, operate to the 
disadvantage and disparagement of the humane views of the British Government. 

9. From the voluminous papers before me, the British Government 
seems to desire the abolition of this singular custom with equal interest and 
solicitude ; and that, probably, through its wisdom and recommendation, the 
Honorable Court will eventually sanction the adoption of measures better 
calculated to root out the evil ; for might not the expense and responsibility 
under our active supervision, I with deference submit, be with strict policy and 
justice made chargeable to the Governments who alone derive any pecuniary 
or real advantage from the country, and, of course, should be equally interested 
in the first dictates of humanity, and in the annihilation of customs offensive 
to all religions, and degrading to human nature in general ? 

10. If it shall at any period be the policy of Government to add other 
inducements to their prohibitory engagements, I with deference conceive none 
better calculated than those recommended by you to its consideration. I 
have had the opportunity to notice what would be the feeling excited by such 
an act of magnanimity on the part of the British Government, in extending a 
pecuniary aid, to the end of affiancing the daughters of the Jharejas saved to 
the community by its benign interposition. 

11. A more general or recent review, however, of the declining and unpros- 
perous state of the country in general, but more particularly affecting the 
Jhareja race, will satisfy you that we should scarcely obtain funds to the extent 
that might otherwise be expected in the enforcement of fines in cases of indi- 
vidual delinquency ; and that, therefore, the disbursements of gratuities to the 
full extent submitted might be objectionable, and detrimental to the public reve- 
nues. These gratuities might possibly, therefore, be apportioned in a degree more 
commensurate with the means to be provided, and still (I have reason to under- 
stand) be equally operative to the beneficial objects to which they are directed. 

12. In the mean time/ we have to await the ultimate decision of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council for the adoption of such measures as may 
in his wisdom be best calculated to promote the objects to which they are 
directed; trusting that my present confined means, adopted and incident to his 
express commands, at my own expense and responsibility, shall have been 
productive of a result in some degree satisfactory, and such as to claim his 
future indulgence and consideration for the present time. 

I have the honour to b^, &c. 

(Signed) F. D. Ballantine, 
Assistant to the Resident at Baroda. 
Camp Balamha lladjoinioda^ 20/A June 1817. 
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A complete List, or particular Registery comprising the Names, Families, 
Places of Abode, Taloohas, of all the Jharejas, in June 1817, in Kdt~ 

tywar ; together with the Age and Number of their Female Offspring 
saved or now living, since the introduction of the Infanticide arrangement 
by Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, in A, 2>. 1807 and 1808. 

Talookas. Names of the Parents. 

In Moorvee Jhareja Jehajee Moorvee 1 7 years. 

Ditto Dewajee, his brother . . Ditto 1 4 do. 

Villages belonging to 
Moorvee. 

IVIadepoor, of ditto. 

Surred, of ditto. 

Khewalleyoo, of ditto. 

Liijyee. 

Decralloo. 

Motana. 

Bhclla Mota. 

Vowdee. 

Dycesuroo. 

Kajkot Ilunmuljcc Rajkot 1 4 years. 

Villages belonging to 
Rajkot. 

Rajkot, of ditto .... Doodajee, his brother . . Rajkot 1 3 years. 

Kotaria, belonging to 

Rajkot Dossajee, ditto . . Ditto 1 I do. 

Gnridur, of ditto. . . . Moorjee, ditto . . Ditto 1 4 mouths. 

Ladheko, of Rajkot. 

Wowree. 

Veerwa. 

Paal. 

Ghutgoo. 

Shapoora. 

Purguna Miiiguee. 

Thora, belonging to do. 

Endoo, ditto. 

Ainbano, ditto. 

Purguna of Rajpoor. . Soorajec Rajpoor 1 4 years. 

llunmuntyanoo, of do. Nathajee Ditto 1 2 do. 

Bhadwa, of ditto. 

Kotcdooi of ditto. 

Veerwal, of ditto. 

Punch Tulao, of ditto. 

Purguna Veerpoor . . Dadajee Veeipoor 1 2 years. 

Kheyuryoo Motabhoy, his brother. . Ditto 1 3 do. 

Kuredee. 

Kheesuroo. 

Gondul Nuthoobhoy, late Raja. . Gondul 1 5 years. 

Bhyad Hutteebhoy Ditto 1 15 do.* 

Looney wow Nanjeebhoy Ditto 1 2 do. 

Ditto . Dossabhoy Ditto ........ 1 6 do. 


* Married to the Chief of Wiidwan. 
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Talookas. 


Names of the Parents. 


Looneywow 

llunmuiiteyalloo . . . . 
Kibra. 

Dhorajee 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Drappa. 

Nowanuggur. 
Surodur^ of ditto . . 
Bhungorc, of ditto . . 
Monianoo, of ditto . . 
Guyana^ of ditto. 
Khurba, of ditto . . 
Mokhanoo,of ditto . . 

Paunchsura. 

Khundara 

Ditto 

Khumbaroo 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mota ]\Ioda 

Ditto 

Bede 

Hunrnuntyoo. 

Vunthullec 

Khelsoo 

Choor 

Megpoor 

Chaadralloo 

Anundpoor. 

Vessamnoo 

Salpeperyoo. 

Mumieet 

Morooda. 

Tona 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Satodur 

' Ditto 

Rajpoora 

Vauree 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Vccrajce 

Kessajee 

Kbccmance Jejeebhoy . 
Sublajec, his brother . . 
Singajee, ditto 


Ladhoobhoy 

Suttajee, his brother . . 
Kasojee 

Dcssuljec 

Jhareja Ravajee^ brother 
of Jejeebhoy 

R-avuljee, do. of Modejee. 
Bhcemajee, ditto ditto. . 
Elyajce, do. of Ruvauee. 
Lingajee, ditto ditto . . 
Bhoyejee, ditto ditto « . 

Gujanjee 

Addabhoy 

Megrajee 

Dcssuljee 

Bhimjee 

Nuthoobhoy Bharanee. . 
Juggojee Mukabhoy . . 
Babjee 


Jehajee. . 
Dessuljce 


Nathajee . 
Lakajee . 
Kandajec . 
Kessojee . 
Mooif^ee . 
Dewabhoy 
Dajeebhoy 
Jessajee . 

Ditto . 
Elleyajee . 
ee . 


Residence or Place 
of Abode. 


Goiidul. 

Gondul 

Merood. 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 


Nowanuggur . . 
Ditto 

Dull 

Dull 

Ditto 

Dull 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Moda 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Huldar. 

Huldar. 

Ilappa . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Kana . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 


No. 

Age. 

1 

years. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

1 y. & () m. 

1 

1 do. 6 do. 

1 

2 years. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

6 years. 

1 

1 1 do. 

1 

C years. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

4 do. 

1 

6 do. 

1 

2 do. 

1 

3 do. 

1 

2 do. 

1 

5 years. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

3 do. 

1* 

20 do. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

4 months. 

1 

2 years. 

It 

11 years. 

1 

8 do. 

1 

6 months. 

1 

2 years. 

1 

1 do. 

1 

6 months. 

1 

1 year. 

1 

0 do. 

1 

1 do. 

1 

10 do. 

1 

4 months. 

1 

2 years. 


* In the Bhull Purguna, and her husband is unable to feed her ; therefore she returned to 
her father’s house. Such a case of poverty is truly affecting, and will, no doubt, claim public 
'nliention. There are other instances where the parties in distress appealed for support, and 
^ aaid they would lay their daughters at the Sirkar’s door for the purpose, 
t Married at Gondul. 
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Names of the Parents. 

Residence or Place 
of Abode. 

No. 

Kullajee 

Kana 

1 




Mukoondjee 

Rawul Pate .... 

1 

Ilumccrjee 

Ditto .... 

1 

Gopaljce 

Ditto .... 

1 

Kessurjee 

Huldore 

1 

Wuktajee 

Ditto 

1 

Babajec 

Ditto 

1 

Jehajee 

Ditto 

1* 

Moorajee 

Ditto ...... 

1 

llameerjee 

Ditto 

1 

Naghubhoy 

Ditto 

1 

Adaabhoy 

Ditto 

1 

Baroojee 

Doongranec .... 

. • 

Sungrarnjee 

Ditto 

, . 

Bhoyjee and Dewajee . . 

Ditto .... 

•• 


Total. . 

63 


Talookas. 

Vaurce 

Seesang 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Chandlee. 
Kusbe Dherol. 

Vunpuree 

• Ditto 

Sunoosura . . . 

Leyaloo 

Rojeya 

Kheejeryoo . . . 

Megpoor 

Sooltaupoor . . . 
Khakhcrdoo. . . 

Bofulko 

Gutko 


Age. 


6 years. 
} do. 

6 do. 

2 do. 


2 years. 

2 y. & 6 m. 

3 years. 
iO ^0. 

14 do. 

9 do. 
do. 


2 y. & 6 m. 


Females saved. 


N. B. — Th* list is inclusive of all the Jhareja caste in the peninsula. 

Signed) F. D. Ballantine, 

Camp Balumhuy 2Qth June 1817. Assistant. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. R. Carnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 19//i September 1817. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 28th of last month, with its 
accompaniments from your Assistant in Kattywar. 

The report of Captain Ballantine, whilst it affords a satisfactory proof of 
sixty-three female children having been preserved by our interposition, ex- 
hibits a melancholy picture of the almost universal continuance of the horrid 
practice of Female Infanticide, to an extent little expected, after the reports 
of the success generally but inaccurately attributed to Colonel Walker’s 
influence and exertions. 

It is observable that, the preservation of no more than the above small 
number of children can be established throughout the TalookcfS specifled by 
Captain Ballantine, where it is concluded the number of Jharejas must be 
very considerable, since Drappa alone contains four hundred families ; nor can 
it escape notice that the Jharejas enumerated as having preserved their female 
children have saved only one of those that must have been born according to 
the ordinary course of nature. 


* Manied at Guyawur, ia Jhalawar. 
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The influence which the cession of the Peshwa’s tribute from Kattywar 
will afford to the British Government over that part of Guzerat will, it is 
hoped, enal^e it to secure a more rigid adherence to the engagements of the 
Jharejas, and it is desired that you will depute Captain Ballantine to the 
Jharejas, informing them of its determination to enforce the penalties when- 
ever a breach of their engagements can be established, and to withhold its 
favourable consideration from those parties who shall continue to follow this 
inhuman custom. 

The Governor in Council apprehends that the Honorable Court of Directors 
will be equally disappointed wdien they peruse the melancholy statement of 
Captain Ballantine, and believes that it will be ready to afford any reasonable 
degree of encouragement to such of the Jharejas as may abandon the practice. 

The Governor in Council would feel the strongest inclination to accede to 
any plan which might tend to its suppression ; but he is not aware that any 
can be adopted, beyond the distribution among those who shall adhere to 
their engagement of the fines which may be levied from the others, without 
incurring a very heavy expense. 

To station spies in every town or village would be incurring a large outlay, 
without, perhaps, securing the o^ect desired ; and the measure of authorising 
an establishment for that purpose, with additional emoluments to the Assistant, 
would be very objectionable. 

The consideration of Captain Ballantinc’s plan will, however, be resumed 
before the Governor in Council finally decides on what may be most advisable 
to be done on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Casile, Idth September 1817. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

To J. Dart, Esq., Secretary to the Honorable the Court of Directors, 

East India House, London. 

No, 38, Bussell Square, \dth July 1819. 

— # # * # I jyeg to enclose, for the Honorable the Court of Direc- 
tors, a memorandum on the subject of Female Infanticide. I have found it 
impossible at present to give that important subject all the consideration which 
is due to it, an^ I shall probably avail myself of a future opportunity of trans- 
mitting, for the notice of the Honorable Court, some additional reflections 
which may hereafter occur to me. 

Although there can be no Itfference of opinion regarding the enormity of 
the crime of Infanticide, yet it is not to be considered as. peculiar to the Natives 
of India. In other parts of the earth the same practice has prevailed : in 
^China, it is not uncommon at this day, where it is permitted by the legislature, 
and where it is reckoned no disgrace or dishonour to the individual. 
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Every humane person, however, must agree tliat such a practice should be 
stopped by all the means which a wise CJovernment can command. That we 
have the means in our power there cannot be a doubt, and I must beg leave 
to say that my own success is a proof of this. The means are persuasion and 
reason. If those are wisely applied by the agents of Government, they will 
be found to be quite sufficient, without any inquisitorial institution, without 
any odious system of espionage, which no remote advantage can make 
necessary. 

The foundation of reform was laid. It was proved to the Natives that this 
practice was against their sacred institutions, and that it was revolting to the 
best feelings of tlie human heart. Tliey agreed to relinquish it, and, probably, 
did sincerely mean to do so. The Government, however, and the local autho- 
rities, became remiss, and the people returned by degrees to habits too long 
established. 

I am convinced that it is necessary, by undeviating attention to the subject, 
to satisfy them that we are really sincere in our wish to abolish this crime. 
The gentlemen on the spot should be instructed to get annual reports of the 
births in the difterent districts ; to encourage those who adhere to their 
engagements, and to exact the penalty from those who neglect them. Those 
who j)erforn\ their duty may even be rewarded by small sums of money, and 
the Court will not decline to sanction a moderate pecuniary disbursement in 
the cause of a humane object. The people should be made sensible, by every 
means in our power, that we do not forget the subject; but that the vigilant 
eye of Ciovernment, like that of the Deity, docs not turn away from the view 
of crimes, and that it is always on the watch for their prevention ; that it is 
ready to encourage the good, and punish the bad. 

By such attention, there is not a doubt but that the progress of Infanticide 
would be stopped ; and that, if stopped for a few years, the natural horror of 
the crime would be felt by every parent, and prohibitory laws would no longer 
be necessary. 

All, however, depends on attention to the subject for a sufficient length of 
time, till the influence of custom is forgotten, and the natural affections have 
sprung up again in the hearts of parents. They are not wholly lost, although 
some unhappy circumstances have been able to cover them for the present. 
In attaining this object, there cannot be a doubt of our success, for nature is 
working in our favour. All that is required is attention to the subject, and 
for a sufficient length of time. 

Naturam rcpcllas furca, tamen usque recurret.” 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker. 
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Memorandum hy Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, alluded to in the 
foregoing Letter. 

Ill offering my opinion upon the means of suppressing Female Infanticide 
in the West of India, I must first observe that this object should be accom- 
plished without violating the feelings of the Natives, and without having 
recourse to actual coercion. I must also beg to refer to my own proceedings, 
which succeeded in obtaining the consent of the people to relinquish this 
barbarous and unnatuml practice. It was accomplished, no doubt, with 
great difficulty, but it was so far a spontaneous act that it was solely 
effected by persuasion and reason. It is under this influence alone that 
the measure can ultimately be expected to prove successful ; but from the 
peculiar habits of the people of this part of India, the practice of destroying 
their children cannot be overcome by the mere dictates of natural affection. 
When this tie was once abandoned, it would be long before it could be again 
recovered, and it would be necessary that they should be continually watched, 
and urged to the performance of a duty which is seldom neglected even by the 
brutes. This is an unfavourable picture of human nature ; but it is the un- 
avoidable consequence of a long familiarity with depraved sentiments, and a 
perseverance in vicious habits. It was foreseen that the mere engagement 
which these people had contracted for discontinuing Infanticide, however solemn 
and authentic, would not be sufficient unless they were looked after with vigi- 
lance ; unless they were frequently encouraged ; and unless those instances 
in which they infringed their own voluntary engagement were detected and 
])unished. The mode of punishment was provided by their agreement. I am 
])ersuaded that a system of this kind would have succeeded, and have preserved, 
in a great degree, the engagement inviolate for the abolition of Infanticide. 
Occasional infractions might have happened, and were to be expected ; but 
the general principle would have been maintained^ and, in time, the custom 
would have been forgotten, and have disappeared. It must have been, indeed, 
by the same process that it was established ; for it was impossible that a prac- 
tice so contrary to every feeling of nature could have been established at once, 
and without the utmost repugnance. Many persons must have persisted in 
saving their children, and disobeyed a horrid and inhuman institution, until 
they became reconciled to it by custom and usage. • 

It was under the influence of a similar train of reasoning and reflection that 
I suggested to the Government, when I quitted India, to exact an annual 
report of the progress of Infanticide, and that it should be the object of con- 
tinual care and solicitude. Before I retired from the service, I had the 
satisfaction to see that the [mnciples for its abolition had made no slight 
impression on the minds of the people, and that in a short period they had saved 
a considerable number of infants. But from the report which has now been 
received from India, it would appear that the whole number, saved in the 
course of ten years is little more than sixty, and, perhaps, not a third more 
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than were presented by their parents to me in Kattywar with feelings of 
affection and delight. From these feelings, which were publicly displayed, 
and which had all the appearance of the most tender maternal effusion, I 
must own, that I thought myself warranted in entertaining the most sanguine 
hopes that this blot on human nature would be utterly eradicated. 

In the present state of the subject, and with reference to the peculiar slate 
of the society in which this crime prevails, I would take the liberty of 
suggesting some remedial measures, which may still avert the fate of those 
unhappy children. 

The first circumstance which requires attention is to see the people often, 
and, by a frequent intercourse, to inspire them with sentiments more favourable 
to humanity. It is scarcely to be expected that the Jharejas will seek our 
society without greater encouragement than it is the habit of our countrymen, 
generally speaking, to afford to the Natives of India; and we must, therefore, 
visit them in their villages. They must be sought out in their recesses, 
invited to attend the jmblic Kucherees, and the subject brought as often as 
possible under public discussion. This should not be done in a controversial 
manner, but with the complacency and benevolence of instruction, which seeks 
rather to convince than to confute an unreasonable opponent. In these situa- 
tions, opportunities would frequently arise of enforcing the heinous nature of 
the offence, of calmly discussing its tendency, of exposing its crime, and of 
contrasting the abominable practice with the universally contrary usage of the 
rest of mankind. By the effect of example, by the force of conversation, and 
by diffusing good and just notions of human nature, these men would begra- 
ilnally alienated from their absurd and guilty conduct. In every attempt to 
arrest this crime, the Brahmins, and the precepts of the Hindoo religion, 
would be a powerful aid. That religion is directly opposed to the practice, 
and I always found the Brahmins most willing coadjutors in this cause of 
humanity. By these means, by a constant attention to the subject, by fre- 
((uently assembling the Jharejas, and by using the immense mass of conci- 
liatory methods in our power, the practice might surely be elfectually 
suppressed. It is not founded on religion ; it is disavowed by the great body 
of the people ; and prevails only among a single tribe. 

They would not withstand any systematic exertion which might be 
directed to its overthrow ; and, in fact, did it not yield to an attempt which 
was made in a doubtful situation, amidst a multitude of other occupations, and 
which was not pursued for a long time ? The same facilities, and greater, now 
exist to ensure success. The Gaekwar authority may be disposed more readily 
to co-operate with us, while our own is better established, and while we possess 
an actual share in the government of the country. The collector of the newly 
acquired revenue in * Kattywar would be a natural and an essential agent in 
this humane work. By means of the police, which is under his control, and by 
the frequent intercourse which his office obliges him to hold with the Natives, 
would he have opportunities of communication, superior, perhaps, to any other 
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person. Let the Collector, the Agent in Kattywar, the Agent in Kutch, and 
the Caekwar authorities, heartily, and in concert, exert themselves, and they 
would be irresistible. It is with no improper or invidious motive that I have 
observed on the great superiority of these means over the new' and imperfect 
influence which we had when the attempt was first made to suppress this 
odious crime. Hut I would not rest the success of this interesting measure 
alone on vigilance, and the active use of even all the agents in our power. I 
would employ other stimuli, and not neglect those that may be calculatc'd to 
produce an effect on tlui grosser passions of those who persevere in the prac- 
tice of Infanticide. I would not encourage the idea of an expensive agency, 
nor the direct and professed employment of spies, which are more likely to 
defeat than to promote the object; but there are surely means of ascertaining 
the result of a birth in a family, without either offending its delicacy, or rc- 
<]uiring much expense. Tlic fact of a pregnancy is always public, and the 
i*ej)ort of the neighbours would often be sufficient evidence. A few detections 
would arrest the practice. If the intercourse was as frequent as I have 
recommended, many things w'ould be casually learnt, and little indeed could 
be concealed. In the course of this intercourse, many acts of friendship, of 
courtesy, and attention could be conferred on the .Ihanjas, which would be 
attended with little expense, but which they would highly value, — they are 
both greedy and necessitous. The present of an inferior turban, of a Deputta, 
of a snuff-box, of a pair of spectacles, or of any other trifling article, would be 
prized by them as a mark of honour, and as a profitable acquisition. 
These little favours would be the means of bringing them together, of 
inducing them to come into our society, and, finally, of reconciling them to 
our views. It is by association, and a constant attention, that they arc to be 
reclaimed. 

I cannot conclude those hasty remarks without observing that the character 
and reputation of our Government must suffer matorially should those people 
be allowed to resume a practice which they had abandoned with all the 
formality of a regular and solemn compact. May it not be said that we were 
more indifferent in the cause of humanity than in exacting a rigid and 
scrupulous compliance witlv the terms of a Treaty which involved a paltry 
revenue, or some insignificant district ? We may, by kindness and by patience, 
bring them back to the j)ath of their duty. The voice of nature, and the in- 
fluence of the women, will unite in assisting us ; and in this struggle against a 
deplorable practice we shall finally prevail, while our motives must be 
applauded, and cannot be mistaken. Were the power of Government never 
applied but in cases so obv^usly beneficial and disinterested, the rudest 
minds would bless them, and the feelings of men, as well as their reason, 
would render them both agreeable and irresistible. 


38, Jiussell Square, London. 


(Signed) A- Walker. 
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From Tiieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

To J. Dart, Esq., Secretary to the Honorable the Court of Directors, 

. East India House, London. 

London^ 21th Avgust 1819. 

Sir, — Since I had the honour of addressing you under date the 19th ultimo, 
I have been able to peruse with more leisure and attention the proceedings 
which have been held on Infanticide from the time that I left India. Although 
it would be a very painful task for me to enter into a minute and critical exa- 
mination of those proceedings, some remarks are unavoidably necessary on a 
subject which cannot be viewed without interest and emotion, and which, to a 
considerable degree, must involve the character of our country. Tlie policy 
and humanity of our Government are irrevocably blended with the success of 
the measures for abolishing this revolting crime. 

After a careful jxuusal of thcj documents with which I have been favoured 
by the indulgence of the Honorable Court, I have found it impossible to sup- 
press the conclusion that the subject had either been forgotten for years 
together, or that soi je imperious and uncontrollable circumstances had rendered 
our interference utterly imi)racticable. From whatever resistless cause this 
lias arisen, it is deeply to be lamented, and the consequences are far more for- 
midable than even the immediate effects. The immediate effects are the 
loss of so many thousand lives ; but the consequences are still more serious, 
as the enforcement of the engagement must now be infinitely more difficult, 
by the long neglect and disuse of its provisions. There is no more effectual 
way of destroying the most sacred laws and obligations than by usage ; 
while they acquire fresh strength and vigour by a regular appeal to their 
authority. 

At the time that I left India, the subject was familiar to the Jharejas; there 
was an imjiression of interest on tlicir minds ; a return had appeared of parental 
affection ; and, above all, there was the necessity of obeying a legal enactment 
jiossessing their own solemn sanction, and for the enforcement of which the 
British and Gaekwar Governments were pledged. 

Instead of this picture, the Jharejas have now found out tliat the engage- 
ment, which was at first so reluctantly yielded and strenuously urged, means 
almost nothing, since it may be eluded with impunity, may be violated with- 
out detection, and without reproof. If they had imagined that there would 
be so little danger in its violation as they evidently at present believe to be the 
case, I should without any doubt have found much less difficulty in obtaining 
their consent to discontinue the custom of destroying their daughters. Could 
they have foreseen that the whole would afterwards have rested on their own 
free will and choice, Ihey would neither have been apprehensive of inconve- 
nience nor of punishment, and would have saved themselves and me much 
trouble from a useless opposition. This reflection is not new, and I viewed 
the difficulty with which these people were first led to discontinue this extra- 
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ordinary custom, at the time that I was using every effort to overcome their 
prejudices, as no unequivocal proof of the stability of the armngcment. This 
is stated in my report to the Bombay Government. 

The consequence, in short, at this moment, operating in Kattywar, is the 
impression of weakness and vacillancy on the part of the British Government, 
or that they are incapable of giving effect to their own measures. 

It may seem idle to trace out the nature and extent of the evil that remiss- 
ness or accidents have produced. I should not, indeed, have made these 
observations, were I not clearly of opinion that, in the application of any 
remedial measures, it is most particularly necessary that we be distinctly aware 
of the nature and the extent of the mischief ; otherwise it will never be coun- 
teracted. I am aware, also, that the truth cannot be stated in all its broadness 
and honesty to the Company’s Government in India, as it might irritate 
instead of conciliate ; yet it should be stated, though with as much delicacy as 
the nature of such truth will admit. 

I have now a more agreeable duty to perform, in adverting to the interest 
which seems to be everywhere felt and expressed at present for the suppression 
of this crime. The communications of Captain Carnac and of Captain Ballan- 
tine breathe the spirit of feeling and humanity which is natural to their 
character. They are men who love their country, their friends, and mankind. 
They will, I am persuaded, pursue the subject with a renewed degree of ear- 
nestness and warmth, and, by a judicious direction of their exertions, finally 
accomplish the abolition of Infanticide. They will embrace every means and 
opportunity of maintaining unimpaired the honour of their country, by sup- 
porting its reputation for humanity and philanthropy. They are the best judges 
of local circumstances, and have the best means of taking advantage of them. 

I expect this from those gentlemen, and that they will unite a kind of 
enthusiasm in the cause. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of oxpr ssing my own obligations 
and warmest thanks to Captain Carnac, for the spirit with which he repelled 
the insinuation contained in the resolution and minute of the 19th September 
1817. It is with the utmost unwillingness that I have at all alluded to this 
subject, but I conceive that^I could not pass it »'ver in total silence, and must 
trust in the Honorable Court of Directors doing me that justice which I have 
on so many occasions gratefully felt and acknowledged at their hands. I 
may, however, be allowed to observe, that the attempt to throw reproach and 
censure on my influence and exertions is, in point of fact at least, inaccurate. 
The exertions and responsibility of an individual in the public service must 
necessarily terminate with hii^office ; but I can affirm, with truth, that I have 
never been able to divest myself of care and solicitude for those interests 
which I left behind me in India, and especially for that measure by which I 
hoped to rescue a great number of helpless infants from a premature death. 

I have endeavoured to second this wish by every excitement whjch a frequent 
correspondence at so great a distance could effect, to impress on the minds 
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of my European and Native friends an attachment to those principles which 
had always regulated my own conduct, and particularly never to relax their 
efforts against those who violate the laws of nature and society. This was all 
that I could do, and was, perhaps, more than was to have been expected from 
an unemployed individual. The most arduous part of the enterprise was 
unquestionably the procuring of the engagements on the part of the Jhareja 
Chiefs to abolish the practice of destroying their daughters; the solemn 
acknowledgment that it was contrary even to their own religion ; and that 
such was their abhorrence and detestation of it, that whoever should be proved 
guilty of the repetition of the crime should be branded with all the infamy, 
disgrace, and privation of privileges involved in the loss of caste. 

The recognition of these things as general principles, and principles of law, 
I hold to be the grand achievement in the removal of this scene of guilt, deso- 
lation, and misery. 

If the practical benefit has not followed, it cannot, by any fair inference, be 
imputed to me ; and this conclusion seems firmly founded in the fact that, in 
the course of a short period after the engagement was procured, as many lives 
were spared through its agency as for all the succeeding years. 

But, perhaps, th ^ following quotation from the proceedings of the Bombay 
Government itself might be produced as a proof that the failure had no 
dependence on my influence and exertions : — 

“ Had the annual reports [they observe, in their consultations of the 16th of 
August 1816] required by the instructions of Government of the 3Jst of 
March 1808 been regularly attended to, the Chieftains would have observed a 
continued anxiety on the part of the British Government to enforce the engage- 
ments they contracted, and the formation of those reports would also have 
led to a spirit of inquiry, and ensured, in a certain degree, the fulfilment of 
those engagements, inasmuch as it would have proved to the Chieftains of 
Kattywar the anxiety felt by the British Government on the subject.” 

In this passage they have themselves correctly traced, however late, one of 
the principal errors which has been committed, and which it was in their own 
power at any time to have corrected. 

It may be said there was nothing to report. Let this be admitted. Report 
that fact, — for it was a fact little expected, — and the knowledge of it would 
have given an impulse to investigation and vigilance. It has at length pro- 
duced this very effect ; and however inefficient tjpe means adopted might have 
proved, the appearance of activity and interest must have prevented many bad 
consequences. 

I shall now turn with pleasure to the circumstances which are still favourable 
to this cause of humanity, and which may encourage us to expect that this 
revolting practice will Jbe overcome. 

The Court of Directors, the Government, and its assistants in India, appear 
at present to take great interest in the success of the measure. This is one 
favourable class of circumstances. 
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Again, the projudices of the Jlmrcjas, with which I had to grapple, if not 
entirely done away, are at least suppressed and disavowed. They appear so 
far to move within the range in which nature acts, that they express no pride 
in the destruction of their offspring, and feel no shame in rearing them. It is 
evident that a very favourable change lius taken place, since all the infants 
they have saved have been the consequence of their own choice ; and as some 
of their daughters have been reared within very recent dates, the principle of 
natural affection is even at this moment producing its effect. 

This therefore is, upon the whole, a second class of favourable circumstances ; 
but they can be favourable only to an enlightened and resolute mind, — a mind 
that calculates coolly, that regards no obstacle as contemptible, and yet will 
not be appalled by the greatest. 

One of the principal objections to the remedial measures proposed to and 
rejected by the Bombay Government, without the substitution of others, is that 
they uniformly consist of small details. They suggest to me the idea of a 
conqueror proposing to lay a vast region at his feet by merely disarming or 
taking captive a few of the videttes or outposts. It appears to me that there 
are two great principles, of which all the minor details must be merely ramifi- 
cations. The first principle is the maintenance of the authority of Government 
in connection with the solemn engagements of the Jlmrcjas ; and the second 
is the adoption of that conduct towards the Natives which I have endeavoured 
to illustrate in the letter which I had the honour to address you last month. 
I have taken the liberty of suggesting in that communication what I thought 
might be usefully enjoined ; but much must be left to the discretion, temper, 
and good sense of the local authorities. 

There must be intercourse, reasoning, and such dignified and manifest 
benevolence, that the foul breath of malevolence shall never be able to sully 
it. In short, reason, persuasion, and the aid t)f women, who more readily feel 
than men the cruelty of such a practice, would do much to put a stop to 
Infanticide; and in a few years it would be looked on in Kattywar with as 
strong a feeling of horror as it is now in England. 

I shall take the liberty of offering some remarks on each of these points. In 
the first place, the authority of Government must be maintained, and the 
engagement, which ha?^ been mutually contracted, exactly fulfilled. We must 
show that we arc serious, and that we are determined to be obeyed. This will 
be more difficult now than i|^ 1808 ; but still it must be done. 

I would begin by sending to every Jhareja Chief an authenticated copy of 
his engagement, and apprise him in the most solemn and precise terms of the 
determination of the Company and the Gaekwar to exact the performance 
of an obligation which h^ prescribed to all parties sacred and imperative 
duties. These separate addresses to the Chiefs would sooth their pride,' and 
• prevent them from taking offence ; but that none may be able to plead igno- 
' ranee of the intentions of Government, I would follow up the measure 
by a public proclamation, and give it as wide a circulation as possible. 
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This should be addressed to the bosom and understanding of every Jhareja. 
It should declare the feelings and the intention of Government upon the 
subject. It should strongly mark the abhorrence of the crime, and explain 
the nature of his own obligations in consequence of his engagement to renounce 
Infanticide. He should be told that the bear, the tiger, the wolf, the hyena, 
and whatever is fiercest in nature, preserve their offspring, and risk their own 
lives for their safety. He should be asked what was to be expected from a 
being in the shape of a man, but who is so far from having anything of the 
nature of a man, that his bosom is unvisited with even that tenderness which 
moves and controls the most savage beasts of prey ? — that where the mon- 
strous inhumanity of Infanticide exists it is impossible that any good can 
exist ; that it involves a violation of good faith as well as the recognised prin- 
ciples of rciligion, and that no trust can be reposed in the perpetrators of this 
horrid crime : that therefore Government are resolved to punish such outcasts 
of human nature by withholding from them every mark of confidence and 
regard, as well as by inflicting pains and penalties, according to the nature of 
the case. That, on the other hand, those who give evidence of a sincere and 
hearty return to nature and the principles of religion, shall be regarded with 
aflection, and enjo^ every mark of esteem, of favour, honour, and emolument, 
of which circumstances will admit. 

When these and other considerations have been promulgated, it would be 
necessary tliat they should be acted upon with firmness and vigilance ; for 
early relaxation in particular would prove extremely injurious, not only to 
this cause, but to tlie resj)ectability of Government in general. 

In the proclamation I have above suggested, and in all public declarations 
on the subject, it might be useful to point to the Talooka of Drappa, of four 
hundred familicvS, who have never saved a female infant, and who are endur- 
ing the marks of Divine vengeance, in the extreme poverty and misery to 
which they are reduced. The Ilajkoomars of Benares, also, who have proved 
faithful to their engagements, might be mentioned as an honorable instance ; 
and, in fine, they should be reminded of every obligation and example which 
can be supposed to bear on the question, and is likely to produce any influence 
upon their sentiments. The feelings and compassion of the Chiefs should be 
roused, by frequently expressing our indignation against the crime; and, by 
correspondence and remonstrance, to inspire a natural horror of it in every 
breast. 

In order to observe, and to give due effect to these preliminary mea- 
sures, the servants of Government, Natives or British, should have 
instructions to watch over the operation of the engagements in their several 
districts, and to report upon every occurrence of a birth among the Jharejas, 
or even the surmises of its consequences. As they are not very rigid in the 
seclusion of their women, and as all those who are in the lower stations of life, 
who form the great majority in every society, must necessarily be employed in 
occupations which expose them to public view, a case of pregnancy can 
53 G 
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scarcely ever be concealed. There is no attempt made, indeed, to prevent it 
being known, and surely it would not require much discrimination of judg- 
ment, nor tlie exercise of a very officious or impertinent curiosity, to ascertain 
a circumstance whi(!h is so notorious. But there are other, circumstances of 
less direct evidence, from which very fair and correct inferences may be drawn, 
and of which we may avail ourselves in cases where stronger testimony may 
fail. It is well known that among Hindoos of all descriptions the birth of a 
.son is an object of congratulation and rejoicing. Whenever a birth in a Jhareja 
family was unattended by these cheerful and happy symptoms, where it was 
passed over in silence and without notice, we might, with very considerable 
certainty, conclude that the birtli was a female. Upon this surmise or suspi- 
cion an inquiry might be made, and I do not imagine that there would either 
be any impropriety or indelicacy in questioning the family as to the result. 
In many cases I am disposed to think that the Jharejas would not deny the 
fact, and any attempt to ecpnvocate would form a strong |)roof of guilt. Cases 
of a suspicious nature must occasionally occur, and come under our observa- 
tion ; but the miserable children of poverty must not become the victims of 
vengeance, while the more aggravated guilt of those that range in the higher 
ranks of life are passed over in silence, and with impunity. By taking advan- 
tage of every opportunity, by appearing active and inquisitive, and deeply 
interested in the event, we should convince these people that we are deter- 
mined in future to prevent the perpetration of the act. 

At any rate, every servant of Government should have injunctions to ascer- 
tain the consequence of a birth, by all the means that may be in his power : 
nothing should be too trifling for his notice which may bear on the point, — he 
should collect even the rumours of the country upon the subject, and report 
to his superior ; he again to another, if such there happen to be ; and so on till 
each case reach the Assistant to the Resident, and then the Resident himself, 
who should, lastly, report to the Government at Bombay. I would beg to 
recommend that the report of the Resident should be made at least every 
three months for the first year or two, or till it appear that the measure is 
proceeding so securely that an annual report, which must never be dispensed 
with, shall be deemed sufficient. Quarterly rep orts for a time, indeed, would 
be highly beneficial, an(f if they were mere blanks, still I think they should be 
punctually made. They would prevent the subject from falling into neglect, 
and, by maintaining a spirit of inquiry, make it manifestly appear that we are 
in earnest. I would even suggest, if it could be attained, to engage the Chiefs 
themselves to make returns of births, and not only of females, but of males, 
which would be a check u]^ the evidence in regard to the former. This 
would be gaining a step of decisive importance, not only to the cause, but 
mi^t increase the small number of useful facts which we possess on the state 
of , population in India. There is every reason for suspecting that the Chiefs 
hiave been transgressors of their own engagements ; but the form alone of 
making a quarterly return to Government would add to the general excitement, 
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and would ultimately jirodiice good. The great object is to apply as many 
principles as possible of common cohesion, and to put in motion the whole of 
tJie moral machinery which can be discovered for the abolition of this un- 
natural practice. I am at the same time perfectly aware that the nature of 
the subject must render it peculiarly difficult to obtain correct information 
and accurate evidence of a fact which is commonly perpetrated in secret. 
The means of concealing the sacrifice itself are extensive ; but as they make 
no mystery of the pregnancy of their women, the result cannot be so easily 
disguised, and into this it is our business to inquire. 

If there is any reason to believe, or even suspect, that the birth has been a 
hmiale, and that nothing has been offered to the view or notice of the public, 
such (jircumstances occurring must afford a proper subject for investigation. 
It is not to be expected that this investigation should always produce convic- 
tion; but the purposes of humanity would be fully answered by the inquiry, 
by showing the party that he was watched ; by alarming him with the possi- 
bility of detection ; and, by a natural consequence, to prevent the repetition of 
the crime. 

I should be disposed to consider a court of Punchayet as the most prudent 
and legitimate me iis for the examination of the question. It would be a 
tribunal congenial to the Natives, and its decision would give tliem no offence. 
As the court would be entirely composed of Natives, its proceedings would be 
regulated by their feelings, and the nature of the inquiry. Should, however, 
any objection be made to the Punchayet, or it be prevented from assembling, 

I would have recourse to the trial ||y lot, or to device, however defective or 
imperfect, which might show that we were attentive to the subject, and ever 
on the watch for its detection. 

It is evidently necessary that the whole system should be supported by 
rewards and punishments ; but a considerable diversity of opinion may prevail 
as to their nature and mode of application. The crime may be rendered more 
frequent by the severity of the laws which are enacted to prevent it, while 
there may be as much danger of encouraging it by too great tenderness in 
punishing. The offence is of such an odious description that it cannot be 
considered as a fit object for the exercise of clemency ; but, at the same time, 
it has been so long legalised by custom, and so common in its practice, that it 
may not be proper to inflict the last severity of the law on the first transgressors. 
Afterwards, however, and when the ordinance has been for some time gene- 
rally observed, the criminal may be prosecuted as a common murderer. 

Cases of delinquency should in every event be always punished by fine, 
and branded with infamy. The Chiefs should be particularly held to their 
engagement, and punished with a pecuniary penalty to the extent of their 
means and the degree*of their offence. The poverty of many Jharejas, how- 
ever, must render the mode of amercement with respect to them impracticable, 
and the punishment of those who violate the engagement under such circum- 
stances must be limited to disgrace, or ejection from caste. 
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To this may be superadded the displeasure of Government, the reproach 
and correction of society. I have said in a former communication that I would 
not have recourse to coercive means, and, if possible, I would still adhere to 
this rule ; but the authority of Government must at all events be maintained, 
and this gross departure from duty punished. If all other means, therefore, 
should fail, I would not hesitate to apply those of coercion, taking care to 
show that it is a matter of necessity, and not choice. 

Rewards and punishments always suppose something done to merit the one 
or incur the other ; but it is generally a less difficult task to repay a good 
deed than to discover the best means of punishing a crime, so as to prevent 
its repetition. 

I have endeavoured, in my letter of the 19th of last month, and more 
particularly in its enclosure, to point out various marks of regard wliich might 
be shown, at little expense, to the observers of the engagement. They 
should have less the appearance of bribes than of marks of honour; but, at 
the same time, instances may occur in which it may be necessary to display 
the generosity and liberality of Government. This must be particularly 
necessary in cases of extreme poverty, and inability to rear the offspring which 
has been saved. This revolting practice may have begun among these people 
from want, fear of future evil, and a redmidant population ; it has been con- 
tinued from prejudice and habit. Such cases of extreme poverty and distress 
have actually occurred. Several instances are stated by (>a})tain Ballantine 
to have happened, and an affecting appeal appears to have been made by tlie 
parties for pecuniary relief, which will n^t escape the humane attention of the 
Honorable Court of Directors. I would suggest the adoption of a regulation, 
which, while it might serve as some check on the perpetrators of Infanticide, 
would be an encouragement to those who follow a different conduct ; the 
latter should receive as much praise and publicity as possible. In this point 
of view it might be found useful to publish, in th^ Kucherees and in places of 
public resort, after a report has been transmitted to Government, the names 
of those who have been faithful to nature and their engagement, and of those 
who have been proved to violate the dictates of both. While one class would 
thus be marked as unworthy of trust or confidtnee, the other would be placed 
within the view of distih'ction and preferment. Might it not be a beneficial 
excitement to confer an honorary medal on the Jharejas who save their 
daughters ? The silver of a few rupees might answer the purpose ; the medals 
would contain a suitable inscription, and the persons receiving them should be 
invested with them by the highest local authority of the district, and in as 
public a manner as possible^ 

From the increased share and influence which we now possess in the 
revenue and Government of Kattywar, we have proj)ortionably increased 
means of binding the principles and directing the sentiments of the Natives. 
These are so obvious that it is almost unnecessary to point them put. Amongst 
the circumstances of which we have the command is the power of employing 
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only in the transaction of public business meritorious Natives, and of select- 
ing, especially for places of honour and trust, those Jharejas who may have 
saved their children. 

The Company, in a great measure, possess all those means of preferment, 
and of profitable appointment, which formerly belonged solely to the Native 
rulers. A plan founded on this principle, systematically and judiciously 
pursued, would have a far better chance of success than one which proceeded 
solely on compulsion. Avarice seems to be the most powerful obstacle at 
present against which we have to struggle or contend ; and the most effectual 
and natural way of counteracting this passion would be to oppose its influence 
by a new source of advantages. The fines recovered from delinquents should 
constitute a fund sacred to the benefit of those who have saved their daugh- 
ters, which should be distributed by th% Resident according to the merits and 
wants of particular cases. The management and distribution of the fund in 
this manner would be one means of satisfying the country that the humanity 
of the Company’s Government was quite disinterested. I shall only add that 
every reasonable l:ope of abolishing Infanticide in Kutch is strongly con- 
nected with our giving effect to what is already become law in the neighbour- 
ing country of G;. :erat. The accomplishment of this most desirable object 
ought to be considered as a prudent and legitimate measure for the consolidation 
and stability of our Government, or influence in that quarter of India. 

In concluding these remarks, and submitting them to the consideration of 
the Honorable Court of Directors, it may be necessary to apologise for their 
freedom. My only, but I hope satisfactory, excuse is that peculiar interest 
which 1 feel in common with the Court on the subject of Female Infanticide, 
and my great anxiety that those measures for its suppression, « which have 
been honoured by their approbation, and cost me no small pains and solicitude 
to effect, may not, in the end, prove totally worthless and abortive. 

I have delivered my sentiments with candour, and with that plainness which 
truth seems to me to require ; but with feelings of the most respectful regard 
for the prosperity and honour of the Company, with which the dearest interests 
of this country are closely connected. 

It is unnecessaiy for me to make any professions of attachment to a service 
from which I have enjoyed so many benefits ; into which 1 entered at an early 
period of my life, and in which I have witnessed so many eventful scenes ; 
none of them, however, of a more extraordinary nature than that which is the 
subject of this address. 

I shall be happy if the desultory thoughts which I have at different times 
thrown together upon this important subject shall be deemed worthy of the atten- 
tion of the Honorable Court ; and I shall conclude by earnestly wishing and 
praying for the final toiumph of humanity over a barbarous and inhuman custom. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

27tA AuffUft 1819. (Signed) A. Walker. 

P. s. — There is no doubt but that Infanticide is practised in other parts of 
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India besides those of KutcJi and Kattywar. The existence of the custom 
has been traced to the Rhatores of Jeypoor and Jodhpoor, to the Haree of 
Rondce Kota, the Waish in the Poorub, the Jhuts in Hindoostan, and to 
various Rajpoot tribes remotely situated from each other, and who have at 
present no common tie of connection. The custom is continued without the 
excitement of society and intercourse. The Mewats, a sect of Mahomedans, 
but whose ancestors were Hindoos, are still in the habit of putting to death 
their daughters at the moment of their birth. I have stated these circum- 
stances in my report to the Bombay Oovernment of the 15th March 1808, and 
that the Jharej'as are aware that the custom of Infanticide is followed by other 
tribes besides their own. Although we have not discovered the motive that 
has led so many people to adopt this unnatural and remarkable custom, it is 
probably among them all to be ascribed to the same event, and to the same 
origin. The sacrifice is confined, it would appear, to females, and to Rajpoots, 
or such as claim their descent from that military race. Among a people 
devoted to war, and peculiarly exposed to danger, the rearing of their 
daughters may often have been an object of great difficulty, and in some 
situations they may have proved an impediment to the profession of arms. 
They may, therefore, have made this sacrifice, on some emergency, to theii' 
convenience, and even to their safety; or, if we choose to ascribe it, to a 
dreadful superstition very prevalent in ancient times, as the means of appeas- 
ing the wrath, or of propitiating the favour, of the gods. We are told that 
the ancient nations assigned this as their reason for l)aving recourse to similar 
sacrifices ; They thought nothing,” says Polybius, “ sordid or dishonor- 
able that is employed in that design.” The Senate of Carthage proposed 
to sacrifice the infant son of Hannibal after he had gained the battles of 
Tecinus and Trebia. 

Without attempting to investigate this subject, we may assume it as an un- 
questionable fact, that the existence of Female Tnfi iticide prevails to a greater 
extent in India than has yet come under the observation of the British 
Government. The knowledge of this fact would until lately have been [)ro- 
ductive of little more than to gratify a melancholy and speculative curiosity. 

It might have added to th^ list of those offenc os which are contrary to the 
common course of nature,' without affording an opportunity of correcting this 
particular departure from duty and affection. The case is now very much 
altered ; and the same inquiry at this moment might be attended, not merely 
with the discovery of the existence of the fact, but enable us, by the means 
we possess at present, to suppress everywhere this revolting crime within the 
region of Hindoostan. Many c^thedistricts in which the practice is supposed to 
prevail have either fallen under the influence or the actual government of 
Great Britain ; many of those people have become our subjects ; and we are 
{>piind in duty, as well as honour, to reclainMhem from the reproach of killing 
their own children. I am quite certain that the Company's Government 
requires no other excitement or encoun^ement for undertaking this humane 
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work than would result from the probability of their success ; and it is with- 
out any view of this kind I am led to mention that the subject was not over- 
looked by the former Government of India, to which the Company may now 
be considered as having succeeded. The author of the Akbar Nameh relates, 
that in the route of the royal army from Kashmere to Lahore they came to 
a village the inhabitants of which had formerly been Hindoos, “ where num- 
bers of the poor people, upon having daughters born to them, that instant 
secretly put an end to their existence.” Upon this fact coming to the know- 
ledge of the Emperor Jehangheer, he ordered that this barbarous practice 
should be discontinued ; and enacted that whoever should commit it in future 
should be put to the torture.” 

From this it would ai)pear that Infanticide engaged the attention of the 
Mogul Government, and that it made an attempt to suppress the practice. 
It would be curious, as well as useful, to ascertain what has been the fate of 
the measures which were adopted for this purpose two hundred years ago : 
have they been successful, or have they failed ? The moral negligence which 
succeeded the decline of the Mogul Empire, and the impracticability, in the 
disordered state of the country, of enforcing a severe law, would be sufficient 
to discourage our e -.j)ectations that the termination has been prosperous. Still 
it would be desirable to know the actual result, to discover the extent of the 
impression, and whether the attempt was only the effect of a feeling at the 
moment, or pursued as a system. The less it was expected the more agree- 
able, certainly, would be the discovery, should w'C find that natural afiection 
has assumed its influence in the midst of all the tumults and revolutions to 
which that part of India has been exposed. The extensive power and do- 
minion which we now possess in India may be made subservient to this 
inquiry, and be directed to ascertain how far the practice of Infanticide prevails 
in any of the countries under the influence or control of the British Govern- 
ment. It is only necessary to make this suggestion : the Company’s 
Government are always prepared and willing to embrace every opportunity, 
and employ every means arising from their situation, for securing the rights 
due to humanity. 

(Signed) A. Walker. 


Extract from a Letter from the Honorahle the Court of Directors to the 
Government of Bombay, dated the 1a^ March 1820. 

We have learned with great pain that your humane endeavours to ac- 
complish the suppression of the barbarous and unnatural practice of Female 
Infanticide in the Peninsula of Kattywar have hitherto proved to a great 
degree unsuccessful, notwithstanding the engagements which were contracted 
by the Jhareja Chiefs of that province in 1807 with Colonel Walker, to 
abstain from the commission of that offence. 

The register appended to the report of the . Assistant to the Resident at 
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Baroda, under date the 20th June 1817, shows that the lives of only sixty- 
three female infants have been saved in consequence of your interposition in 
the course of ten years, — a number extremely disproportionate to the number 
which must have been born within that period. Indeed, the facts stated by 
Captain Ballantine, that in the Talooka of Drappa, which contains four 
hundred Jhareja families, there is not a single female child in existence, and 
that in no family has more than one female child been preserved, demonstrate 
the inveterate prevalence of this horrid custom. 

However mortifying may have been the result of your past endeavours, we 
are persuaded that you will not allow it to opemte as a discouragement to 
further and persevering efforts in the same cause. We think you may do 
much by addressing yourselves to the interests of the Jharejas, and the 
renewal of the decennial engagements with the Kattywar Chieftains will 
have furnished you with an opportunity of calling upon them to enter into 
fresh engagements, under proper securities, to abandon the practice in ques- 
tion. We are not without hopes, also, that the additional influence which we 
acquired in that part of Guzerat, by the cession of the Peshwa’s tribute, may, 
if judiciously exercised, be the means of enabling you to enforce a stricter 
adherence to their engagements on the part of the Jharejas. 

We entirely approve of the measure of distributing among those who 
observe their promises, the fines which may be levied upon those who 
violate them. 


Extracts from a Minute hy the Honorable Mountstuart Elphinstone, 
Governor of Bombay y dated Camp Malliay 9th January 1821. 

I have the honour to lay before the Board tl 2 opinion I formed while in 
Kattywar on the system which it is most expedient hereafter to adopt towards 
that province. 

#####«## 

There is one point of g^K^at importance, in v^hich we are already entitled to 
exercise the right of gcheral superintendence. This is in checking the crime 
of Female Infanticide, and in imposing the fines authorised by Colonel 
Walker’s agreements on those who may be guilty of it. It is greatly to be 
regretted that the difficulty of detection should secure the perpetrators of this 
crime so effectually from punishment as to render the article against it a dead 
letter. There has been noj^jnstance of punishment for Infanticide since the 
agreements were concluded, and this is so far from being owing to the dimi- 
nution of the crime, that from the best information Major Ballantine could 
obtain, it would not appear that more than one hundred females, born since 
the agreement, are now in existence ; and it is not easy to say how many of 
these might have been spared if the engagement had never been entered 
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into. No effectual check can be imposed on this atrocious practice 
as long as it is so completely congenial to the general feeling of the people^ 
unless by employing hired agents^ as proposed by Major Bullantine^ ivhose 
duty it should be to detect offenders of this description ; and such a measure 
would lead to so much intrusion into the most private and domestic proceed^ 
ings of the Superior castes (among whom alone Infanticide prevails), and 
would be open to so many abuses on the part of the informers, that I do not 
think the chance of success would compensate for the disaffection which it 
would create. It may also be doubted how far we have a right to interfere 
to such an extraordinary pitch with the private life of a people with whose 
civil government and internal police we do not pretend to have any concern. 
Wc must, therefore, be content to follow the footsteps of our predecessors 
(without attempting to go beyond them) in their most meritorious endeavours 
to discountcinance this enormity, and we may safely flatter ourselves, that as 
the manners of the people become softened by a continuance of tranquillity 
and good order, they will gradually discontinue a practice which is not more 
inconsistent with reason and morality than repugnant to natural instinct. 


Extract from a Letter from J. B. Simson, Esq, Secretary with the Right 
Honorable the Governor on Tour^ dated 9th January 1821, 

The Honorable the Governor has learned with great concern the very 
limited success that has hitherto attended the exertions of the British Govern- 
ment to put a stop to the crime of Infanticide. 

Though the Honorable the Governor does not think that it would be pm- 
dent to authorise the employment of regular informers for the purpose of 
detecting instances of this atrocity, he feels the greatest anxiety to employ 
every practicable means for its suppression ; and considering that the practice is 
entirely unconnected with religion, and unsupported by the opinion of the bulk 
of the community even in the countries where it exists, he cannot but entertain 
a hope that mom effectual means of extirpating it may yet be devised. 

You are requested to state your sentiments on this head, and to offer any 
suggestions that appear to you calculated to obtain the end in view. It is to 
be hoped, that from the direct communication which now subsists between 
you and the inhabitants, you will be able in the couree of your circuits to 
obtain information in some of the many instances of this crime which must 
occur. It will then be in your power to visit the offence, not only on the 
person who has committed it, but on the head of the village, or on the Chief 
who shall appear to have connived at it. 

Your influence ought likewise to be always employed in discountenancing 
this atrocity, and in, encouraging an opposite course. When remissions are 
refused to a Chief, it may be noticed, as one reason for rejecting his request, 
that he has not been zealous in suppressing Infanticide ; on the other hand, 
when an abatement is granted, it may, perhaps, .be possible to reserve to 
54 G 
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Government the right to recover the amount after a certain period, unless the 
Chief and his Bhyad ran prove their attention to the rule in question by the 
production of a certain number of female children of their caste. The 
proportion must of course be much smaller than a calculation of the births in 
so many families would authorise us to expect. 

With a view to encourage parents in sparing their female children, you arc 
authorised to throw all fines levied on Chiefs for other offences, as well as for 
Infanticide (after indemnifying the sufferers by each) into a fund, to be distri- 
buted in portions to children so preserved. 


From Captain I{. Barnewall, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 16tA July 1824. 

Sir, — I request you will submit, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor in (Council, the annexed statement, showing the number of Jhareja 
females at present in existence in this peninsula i the last statement was 
forwarded in Major Ballantine’s report of the 29th June 1817, and appears to 
have stated sixly-thrcc as the whole number that could then be discovered to 
have been pr(\served during ten yearj^ 

2. The contrast with the return now transmitted is so far favourable iis to 
exhibit that during seven years more than double this number of Jhareja 
females have been preserved — the number at present being two hundred and 
sixty-six; forty-six have died. Among this number, some are stated to have 
Ijceii destroyed, but the impossibility of establishing the fact, under a declara- 
tion to the contrary on the part of the parents, has rendered it impracticable 
to enforce any penalty against the parties. 

3. The principal obstacle to be overcome in rendering the engagements 
effectual is the dilliculty in detecting those concerned in the perpetration of 
the crime, so long as the feelings and interests of the people render them dis- 
inclined to afford aid in discovering it : few are prompted to make it known by 
a sense of humanity, or even of interest, though all classes are ready to admit 
the barbarity of the practice ; still they view it with so passive a spirit that 
they feel indisposed to encounter the odium or animosity that the conse- 
quences of a disclosure mig^ c occasion. 

4. A constant intercourse with the Jharejas during my annual circuit has 
given me opportunities of impressing on their minds the interest taken by the 
British Government in the suppression of this barbarous and unnatural 
practice, and the guilt attached to the commission of it by the dictates of their 
own religion. I receive continual assurances that they will discountenance it ; 
but, from the disproportionate Siimber of females still existing, it is evident 
that although this horrible practice may be somewhat subdued, it is still far " 
from being relinquished. 

5. The minds and opinion of the tribe do not appear to have undergone 
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that change on the subject that will alone overcome the existence of a custom 
so unnatural : the effects of the penalties enjoined by the engagements entered 
into by the Jharejas would operate in deterring the commission of the crime, 
if the means of detection existed, or its discovery was not opposed by diffi- 
culties that defeat the utmost vigilance. Proving it is almost impracticable, 
unless some part of the domestic establishment of a Jhareja betray him, — a 
circumstance that seldom can be expected, as the domestic servants are 
generally the old adherents and dependents of his family. 

6. The present Chieftain of Nowanuggur had a daughter born some months 
since, and, as the head of the Jhareja tribe, it was particularly desirable he 
should have set an example by preserving it, and showing, by his doing so, 
his anxiety to support the existing engagements. I had been particular in 
every interview I had with this young Chief, in engaging his influence and 
support with his tribe in discountenancing the practice. lie promised me to 
discourage it in every way in his power ; but no sooner was a daughter born 
to him, about ten months ago, than he determined upon its destruction. This 
information was acquired from a person in close intercourse with attendants on 
his family, — an inhabitant of his town, — but who would only communicate the 
information under a promise of his not being made the instrument of proving 
the oflence. Tlv' circumstance was universally believed by others who resided 
in the principality, and the tribe in genejal, and, from all the information I 
could procure, I have scarcely a doubt of the fact, though the Chief, when 
called upon, openly denies it, avowing the child died a natural death, and 
challenging proof being adduced, — well aw'ure that none but his own immediate 
domestics can establish the charge, and that they durst not give any evidence, 
but such as would acquit him of the crime. 

7. The only nieiins to ensure further success is to persevere in discounte- 
nancing as much as possible this atrocity ; but so long as the force of pride and 
interest have a dominionsufticiently powerful to subdue inthe Jhareja every prin- 
ciple of humanity and religion, this unnatural practice will be butslowly abolished. 

8. The effect of rewards for convicting the offender and establishing the 
guilt of the parties might be attended with some benefit: they might be 
offered to stimulate the activity of informers, to enforce the penalties prescribed 
by the engagement, and remove obstacles which now interfere to prevent the 
crime being discovered. 

9. The fines levied for the commission of the offence might be expended 
partly or wholly in rewards to those actively engaged in enabling the British 
Government to give greater effect to the suppression of the crime : this 
appears the only temptation likely to induce an informer to come forward, 
that it would be politic or desirable to authorise, or that seems calculated to 
afford any increased facility in establishing the guilt of those perpetrating it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. Barnewall, Captain, 

Kattywar Pot Agents Office, Rajkot, 16^A July 1824, Political Agent. 
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From W. Newnham, Eeq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain R. Barnewall, Political Agent, Katty war. 

Dated 3Ut July 1824. 

, Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
dated the 16th instant, forwarding a statement of the number of Jhareja 
females at present living in Katty war, and stating the obstacles to the detection 
of Infanticide. 

2. The great difficulty in the detection and prevention of the crime arises 
from the circumstance that the offenders are not under our government, being 
only our tributaries, not our subjects. It is to be feared much time must 
elapse before this practice can be eradicated, and more will probably be dong 
by the gradual increase of knowledge and civilisation than by direct means. 
The latter, however, when they can be employed, should by no means 
be neglected. 

3. The Governor in Council considers the system of rewards to informants 
inexpedient in the circumstances of Katty war. 

I have the honour to be. See. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bombay Castle^ 3l5< July 1824. Chief Secretary. 


Fiom W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar* 

Dated the 2%th March 1826. 

Sir, — Referring to your report dated the 16th July 1824,* on Female In- 
fanticide, the Governor in Council has been led to observe, that although your 
account of the increased number of female children preserved is satisfactory, 
and that you propose a plan for further cliecking that detestable practice, yet 
you do not state the measures you have adopted in consequence of the direc- 
tions contained in Mr. Simson’s letter of the 9th January 1821.t 

In recommending your attention to the subject, the Governor in Council 
requests that you will be pleased to state whether any fines have as yet been 
applied in the manner directed in the above instructions. If they have not, 
the amount of all sums received since the date of that letter, and not 
appropriated to purposes connected with the grievances which led to their 
imposition, the Governor in Council directs be now formed into a fund, and 
distributed in the manner prescribed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bombay Castle, 2Sth March 1826. Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Vide page 412 of this Selection. t Vide extract at page 411 of this Selection. 
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From Captain R. Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. N EWNHAM, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 1th June 1825. 

Sir, — I Iiave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th March last, on the subject of Female Infanticide. Referring to my report 
of the 1 6th July 1824, I observe that I do not state in it the measures 
that I had adopted in consequence of the instructions contained in Mr. 
Simson’^B letter of the 9th January 1821, or if any fines had been appropriated 
as yet in the manner therein recommended. 

2. I beg you will acquaint the Honorable the Governor in Council that 
tfVery encouragement has been shown to those Jharejas who have attended to 
their engagements, and that during the time of their settlements some were 
permitted to postpone the payment of their tribute in the year in which the 
marriage of a daughter took place ; remissions were granted to others, and all 
measures adopted that could testify to the tribe the ardent interest taken 
by the British Government in this interesting subject ; rewarding those wdto 
adhered to their engagements, and noticing with horror and disapprobation 
the conduct of others on whom rested a suspicion of having disregarded 
them. 

3. The Jharejas of Dherol, Runmuljee the Cliief of Rajkot, Morjee tlie 
Chief of Gowrcedur,and Dossajee the Cliicf of Dolerwa, have all received remis- 
sions expressly upon the principle laid down in Mr. Simson's instructions. 

4. The Jhareja of Drappa was also allowed to postpone the payment of 
his tribute during the year that his daughter was married, and instalments, 
payable in future years, were accepted. 

5. I have suffered no opportunity, also, to pass, when meeting the Jhare- 
jas, without representing to them the enormity of the offence of Infanticide, 
and pointing out how contrary it is to the precepts of their religion and the 
dictates of nature; my former report shows that muen success has resulted from 
the arrangements of Colonel Walker, as the crime is now disavowed by all, and 
the feelings of nature and humanity have obtained an ascendancy, which, k 
is to be anticipated, may be progressive in the minds of the Jharejas, and 
gradually lead to the entire abolition of this detestable practice. 

6. The obstacles that prevent the detection of the crime, or punishments 
being enforced, I noticed in my report of the 16th July last. In a case where 
the strongest suspicion often exists, as in that then stated of the Nowanuggur 
Chief, the means of convicting the accused is still wanting : this is a difficulty 
consequent on the limited authority and powder that we possess in this penin- 
sula, and is, perhaps, not to b^vercome with success until the Chiefs will aid 
and co-operate in all measures calculated to suppress the crime, and 
encourage information being afforded by their dependents that is requisite for 
enforcing the penalties which the engagements authorise. 

7. No fine has become hitherto available, because all that have been 



THE PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


425 


levied have been appropriated as compensation for the loss of property, or in 
payment of expenses incident on enforcing their recovery. 

8. The first that is likcl 3 r*to become available to the fund is now in 
course of recovery from the Gondul Raja, for a breach of his engagements, 
amounting to Rs. 15,000. The proportion of this fine appertaining to the 
Gaekwar is Rs. 8,086-2-4; the remainder, or Rs. 6,913-1-56, the Company’s 
share, will be credited to the Infanticide Fund, and appropriated hereafter 
under the sanction of Government. 

9. The occasions on which these fines have been imposed in the last four 
years are exhibited in the annexed statement; most of them refer to t|ie 
Komaun insurrection, and the amount of them has been credited in part liqui- 
dation of the military expense incurred on that occasion ; the fine of Rs. 4,000 
refers to a sura exacted as compensation for property plundered from a village 
subject to the Amrelee authority, and paid over to His Highness the 
Gaekwar’s Ryuts, as indemnification for their losses. 

10. I beg to annex (No. 2) a statement of the expense estimated to be 
requisite to marry the daughters of the Jharejas now in existence; dividing 
them into four classes, and calculating the number of marriages likely to take 
place each year from the present age of their daughters ; framing this state- 
ment upon tba^ which is annexed to my report to you of the 16th of July, 
No. 33 of 1824. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) R. Barn;;{swall, 
Political Agent. 


Kattywar Political Agent's Office^ Rajkot^ 1th Juno 1825. 




Statement of Fines levied in the Peninsula of Kattywar in the Years 1821, 1822, 1823, and 1824, and how Appropriated. 
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No. 2. 

Statement sJtowing the estimated Expense attendant on the Marriage q/* 189 
Jharya Females of the four Fatihs and Classes ; the Number that it is 
estimated are to be Married each year^ xoith the Sum usually expended on 
each. 


Years. 

1st Class. 

2nd Class. 

3rd Class. 

4th Class. 

Total. 

Xo. of Daughters. 

Amomit of Mar- 
riage Expenses. 

t 

1 

bn 

S 

Q 

o 

d 

Amount of Mar- 
riage Expenses. 

Xo. of Daughters. 

u o5 

1 

1 ^ 

Xo. of Daughters. 

Amount of 
Marriage 
E.xpciises. 

Xo. of Daughters. 

Total Amount 
of Marriage 
Expenses. 

A. 71. 


Us. 


Rs. 


Rs. 

* 

Rs. 


Rs. 

1<S*J 1-2.1. . 

1 

30,000 





15 

22,500 

16 

.'■.2,500 

lS2.')-2ri. . 

. . 





* ^ . 

2 

3,000 

2 

3,000 

lS2()-27. . 

1 

30,000 



1 

3,000 

22 

33,000 

24 

66,000 

l^<27-28. . 

• • 






11 

21,000 

14 

21,000 

1828-2.9.. 






, , 

18 

27,000 

18 

27,000 

1829-:{0. . 




, , 

1 

3,000 

18 

27.000 

19 

30,000 

]8;io-;n.. 



1 

12,000 



If) 

21,000 

17 

36,000 








21 

31,500 

21 

31, .500 

is;i2-33. . 







11 

10,500 

11 

16,500 

I8;{.v:54 . 




, , 

1 

3,000 

19 

28,500 

20 

31, .500 

183 1-3.5.. 





. . 


H) 

24,000 

16 

24,000 

183.‘)-3G . 






• • 

9 

13,500 

9 

1.3,500 

183G-37.. 







2 

3,000 

2 

3,000 

Total. . . . 

2 

00,000 

1 

12,000 

1 ^ 

9,()00j 

183 

’ 2,74,500 

189 

.3,5.5,500 


• (Signed) R. Barnkwall, 
Political Agent. 

Kattiprar Poli/icrtl Agent\s Office^ Rajkot ^ 1th June r825. 


From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated bth July 1825. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th ultimo, on the subject of Female Infanticide in the Province of Katty- 
war, and to express the great approbation of the Governor in Council with 
your proceedings. • 

The Governor in Council directs that all fines under Rs, 20,000, which are 
not given up to the sufferers on whose account the fine may have been levied, 
shall hereafter be allotted to the Infanticide Fund. 

.OGti 
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Copy of my letter of this date to the Assistant in charge of the Residency 
at Baroda^ on the subject^ is enclosed for your information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Btmibay Castle^ 5lh Juhj 18*25. Chief Secretary. 


From W. Newnham, Es(|., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

Bated 5th July 1 825. 

Sir, — I have the honour to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Politi- 
cal Agent in Kattywar, dated the 7th ultimo, with enclosure, respecting the 
prevention of Female Infanticide in that province. 

2. The Governor in Cduncil requests that you wilt take a favourable 
opportunity of bringing the subject to the notice of the Gackwar Government, 
and endeavour to prevail on it to co-operate in the measures proposed by 
Captain Barnewall, by appropriating its portion of fiiKis to a similar purpose. 

3. You are requested, however, not to press the measure, if found to be 
disagreeable to Ilis Highness. 

4. A copy of my letter of this date, to Captain Barnewall, is lierewith 
enclosed, for your information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bombay Castle^ 5th July 1825. Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. WiLi.ouGnnY, Esq., Assistant Resident, Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

• Bated 18^A Avyust 1825. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 5th ultimo, with its enclosures, relating to measures proposed by the 
Political Agent in Kattywar for the prevention of Female Infanticide in 
that province. 

2. In conformity with the instructions of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, I embraced a favourable opportunity afforded me in a late interview 
with His Highness the Gaekwar and his Minister, to explain to them the 
nature and object of the measures proposed ,* and it is with the highest gratifi- 
cation I am enabled to rejibrt that I experienced but little difficulty in pre- 
vailing upon them to co-operate, in the manner requested, to put an end to so 
barbarous and unnatural a practice. 

3^ Having obtained this verbal acquiescence, I considerqii it expedient 
that the same should be recorded. With this view, I sent a written proposal 
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to the Baroda Durbar, copy and translation of whose reply is herewith 
transmitted. 

4. On reference to this, Government will be gratified to observe that the 
Gaekwar’s assent to adopt the same measures, with respect to his tributaries, 
as those already adopted by the British Government, is given in the most 
liberal terms. It is, moreover, made retrospective to the period when Captain 
Barnewall received charge of Kattywar ; no limit in the amount of fines to be 
appropriated for the suppression of Infanticide is specified, but an account of 
the manner in which they may be appropriated is requested may be rendered 
annually. 

5. The Political Agent in Kattywar will be duly apprised of the acqui- 
escence of this Government having been obtained to the recommendation of 
the Honorable Board to co-operate in this benevolent design. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Ihbroda Residency y ISth Avgust 1825. Assistant Kesldent. 


Translation of a Memorandum from the Gaekwar Government dated the 

Kit A Avgust 1825. 

A memorandum ha§ been received from the Kesidency, dated 9th of the 
first Shrawun Vud (August 9th, 1825), stating that a letter bad been received 
by Mr. Willoughby fi om Mr. Newnhara, Chief Secretary to Government, 
referring to the ex[)edition of Colonel Walker into Kattywar in Sumvut 1864 
(a. n. 1807-08), at which time the settlement in perpetuity for the tribute was 
adjusted, ami pledges obtained from the Jhareja Rajpoots that they would 
desist from their practice of Female Infaqlicido. Colonel Walker, it is stated, 
resolved at the time that the sums levied as fines, from disturbers of the 
peace, and other offenders, should, throiigh the clemency of Government, Be 
distributed in such suras as were suitable to the station in life of the parties 
concerned, to defray the marriage expenses of the females who should be 
preserved through this arrangement. This being brought to the notice of the 
Bombay Government by Captain Barnewall, the orders of Government have 
been forwarded to him, that through the British dependencies in Kattywar, 
the sums realised in fines paid by disturbers of the peace should be appro- 
priated as above specified ; and Captain Barnewall has, accordingly, made the 
necessary arrangements. Further, Mr. Newnham’s letter requires that infor- 
mation of this settlement should be given to the Gaekwar Government, and 
a suggestion be made the propriety of its being extended to the Gaekwar 
dependencies also, in the same province. In communicating this, an early 
answer was solicited ; to which it is replied, that the case under consideration 
is one of charity, and will procure the blessing of Ucaveii on both Govern- 



430 


SUPPRESSION OP INFANTICIDE IN 


ments ; Ihcrefoi'e, whatever sums have been realised as fines on ofienders^ 
since Captain Barnewall was placed in charge of the districts, or any extra 
revenue beyond the tribute as fixed for perpetuity by Colonel Walker, may be 
appropriated as above specified, the disposal being year by year duly commu- 
nicated to us, and the arrangement is highly satisfactory to this Government. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. H. Kennedy, 

Translator. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

Dated 30/A August 1825. 

Sin, — In reply to your letter dated the 18th instant, forwarding translate oi* 
a memorandum from the Gaekwar Government, stating its readiness to co- 
operate with the British Government in putting an end to Female Infanticide, 
I am directed to express the satisfaction of the Governor in Council at the 
success of your endeavours to obtain the concurrence of llis Highness’s 
Government in the arrangements proposed for the abolition of so detestable u 
practice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bombay Castle^ 30t/i August 1825. Chief Secretary to Government. 


From Captain R. Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated \Qth Ajml 1826. 

Sib, — I have the honour to annex a statement of presents I propose* mak- 
ing to the four classes of Jhareja Chiefs, as a maiK of the approbation of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council at their attention to their engagements 
in preserving their female offspring, and to request a sanction for disburs- 
ing the amount in question from the Infanticide Fund. When the Jharejas 
arc assembled for this pip'pose, I shall assure tuern of the unceasing interest 
taken by the British Government in this subject, and I shall inform them 
that I have received the most positive instructions to distinguish, by acts of 
favour and countenance, all that evince a strict regard to their engagements, 
and punish by penalty and severe displeasure others who, by disregarding 
their engagements, violate the dictates of humanity and the solemn precepts 
of their religion. |» 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. Barnewall, 

l^attyvowr Pol. Agent's Office, Rajkot, 10«/t April 1826. Political Agent. 

♦ The an'angement proixwcd was approved by Government on the 24th April 1826, 
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Statement of Presents proposed to be made to the 192 Jhargas specified in the 
Statement enclosed to Government in my Despatch dated 7th June 1825, 
No. 50, whose Daughters are preserved and now living, dividing tium into 
four (Hasses. 


Number of each Class 
requiring. j 

Value of the Present 
proposed to eacdi 
Jliarcja of the Class. 

Total Cost of 
Pi-oviiice. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

1st Class .... 

3 

250 

750 

2nd Class .... 

3 

! CO 


3rd Class .... 

4 

i 40 


4tli Class .... 

182 

2d 

iiH 

Total. . 

192 


5,640 


(Signed) R. Barnewall, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agent’s Office, Rajkot, lOtA April 1826. 


From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated 6th March 1827. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
request your attention to the instructions furnished to the late Political Agent 
(on the 28th March 1825),* on the subject of Female Infanticide, also to the 
former orders issued by the Honorable the Governor when in the Province of 
Kattywar. 

The Governor in Council requests that you will be good enough to state 
tlic measures adopted to carry those instructions into effect since Major 
BamewaH’s last report, the success which has attended them, and the general 
prospect with rcgai'd to a diminution of the crime. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Dombay Castle, 6th March 1827. 


* Vide page 423 of this Selection. 
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From J, Williams, Esq., Re.siclent at Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 21^^ August 1828. 

Sir, — I have much pleasure in forwarding the enclosed letter from Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Miles, Political Agent in Palhunpoor, with its enclosures, show- 
ing the happy results of his humane endeavours to abolish the wretched prac- 
tice of Female Infanticide in the district under his superintendence. I am 
confident that Government will participate in the gratification expressed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles, and will view his proceedings with approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, 

Resident* 

From Lieutenant Colonel W. Milks, 'Political Agent, Palhunpooiv 
To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated \&th August 1828. 

Sir, — In reference to my letters to Mr. Willoughby, dated 19th June and 
10th August 1827, rej)orting that, in conformity to the engagements entered 
into by the Jhareja Chiefs attached to this Agency, several had preserved their 
female children, and forwarding a list of their names, I have the honour to 
enclose copies of notes forwarded to me by the Karkoon stationed at Santul- 
poor Chorar, dated 18th August 1827 and 2nd August 1828, and from the 
Karkoon at Charchate, dated 2 1st November 1827 and 20th July 1828, con- 
taining lists of the female children since preserved by the Jharejas of these 
Talookas ; and I beg to observe that, from this sample of their faith in the 
oKservance of their engagements, I entertain great hopes that the horribh* 
custom of destroying iheir female offspring will be, under the mild influence 
of the British Government, in a short period entirely abandoned in this quarter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Miles, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent. 

Translate of Notes received from the Karltoon stationed at Santulpoor Chorar y 
containing Lists of Female Children preserved by the Jharejas of that Ta- 
hoka^ in conformity to the Engagement entered into by the Chiefs on the 
^rd March \%21f dated IS^A August 1827 and 2nd August 1828; also 
Translate of Notes rci^ved from thjc Karkoon at Charchate^ dated 21^^ 
November 1827 and 2^^ July 1828. 

At tre Town op Santulpoor. 

Jhareja Nathajee Raisinghanee, a daughter, born 27th July 1827, named 
Adibaee, now living. 
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Jhareja Kesurjee, a daughter, bom 13th March 1828, named Majeeba, 
now living. 

Jhareja Aijoonjee, a daughter, bom 10th June 1828, named Adiba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Pryangjee, a daughter, bom 6th June 1828, named Moteeba, now 
living. 

At tub Village op Purk. 

Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, born 17th August 1827, named Bajeeba, now 
living. 

Jhartya Anund Sing, a daughter, born 1st June 1828, named Adiba, now 
living. 

At the ViLLiUiE OF Barra. 

Jhareja Kesurjee, a daughter, born 28th May 1827, named Ileemjeeba, now 
living. 

.Jhareja Runajee, a daughter, born 9th January 1828, named Jejeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, born 23rd January 1828, named Rujbaee, 
now living. 

Jhareja Dadajee, a daughter, bom 19th June 1828, named Deobaee, now 
living. 

At the Village of Ciiarunka. 

Jhareja Muloojee, a daughter, born 21st April 1827, and named Bairaj, 
now living. 

At the Village op Sonetee. 

Thakoor Jhareja, a daughter, born 21st November 1827, not named at that 
period, now living. 

At the Vili^vge of Limbonee. 

Jhareja Maunjee, a daughter, born 20th July 1828, now living. 

(True tyinslates) 

(Signed) W. Miles, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent. 


From .L Bax, Esq., Secretary to Government, 

To the Resident at Bauoda. 

Dated 9th September 1828. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
21st ultimo, transmitting copy of one from the Political Agent at Palhunpoor, 
showing the happy results of his humane endeavours to abolish Female Infan- 
ticide, and to express the sincere satisfaction of the Governor in Council with 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles’s proceedings in this most laudable object. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Castle, 9th September 1828. Secretary to Government. 
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From D. A. Blang, Esq., Assistant Political Agent, Kattywar^ 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 315^ July 1828. 

Sir, — I have the honour to reply to your letter of the 6th March 1827,**^ 
requiring information respecting the measures adopted for checking Female 
Infanticide in Kattywar since Major Barncwall’s last report. 

The difficulties opposed to the detection of the crime are so great that a 
dear case of conviction can hardly be supposed, and punishment, therefore, 
should be resorted to with great caution. No grounds of suspicion against 
individuals have, however, come to notice. 

Our chief reliance must, in the present state of society and Government iu 
Kattywar, be placed in measures of persuasion and encouragement, and these 
continue to be unremittingly persevered in. 

An Infanticide'Fund has been formed, according to the instructions of 
Government, and presents have been distributed to some of those who hav(i 
preserved their female children. It was intended that each individual 
known to have a daughter living should receive some mark of the approbation 
of Government, and they were accordingly invited to Rajkot for that purpose 
by the late Acting Political Agent. A few only attended, but all those who 
came received presents according to their rank. An account of this Fund is 
herewith enclosed. 

A census of the Jhareja females in the Novvanuggiir Talooka, which was 
made last year, enumerates 171 individuals, which is an increase of 95 on the 
number shown in the statement which accompanied Major BarnewaU’s report. 
Referring, however, to the ages specified in this census, it apj)ears that tin; 
increase now exhibited must be partly owing to omissions on the former 
inquiry ; but if there be any inaccuracy on this head, there is not, I imagine, 
the slightest doubt that the total is correct, and '.hat there are at least that 
number of Jhareja females now alive in the Nowanuggur districts. 

An equally favourable result will, I doubt not, be exhibited when a census 
shall have been made of the other Talookas. 

Without, therefore, ovoi’-estimating the sU'^cess wffiich we have hitherto 
obtained, much has unquestionably been effected towards determining this 
horrid and unnatural practice. 

The chief motive with the Jharejas to the commission of Infanticide is the 
pride which leads them to consider the other tribes of Rajpoots unworthy of 
receiving their daughters in marriage; and as no Rajpoot can marry a fcuude 
of his own tribe, they prefe^utting them to death to the prospect of the dis- 
honour which is likely to result from their living in a single state. 

Laka Fullanee, the most powerful sovereign of their race, who iniled over 
Kutch and Sin^, is said to have sent two Brahmins to find an appropriate 


* Vide page 431, of this Selection. 
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match for liis daughters, but they returned without beinoc Rble to discover any 
one of equal rank ; and as he was unwilling to marry them to an inferior, the 
Brahmins recommended that they should not be allowed to live. They were 
accordingly put to death, and the example being thus sanctioned, the Jharejas 
have since destroyed their female children immediately at their birth. 

The expense of marrying their daughters might operate with the poorer 
Jharejas, but the preservation of a female was equally unknown in the most 
wealthy families. 

Amongst the other Rajpoots, equality of rank and wealth is the chief con- 
sideration in contracting marriages ; and the Jhareja females who have been 
preserved since the engagements entered into with Colonel Walker have been 
given in marriage according to this rule. 

As the example of the principal Talookdars in sanctioning this practice may 
be expected to have great influence in diminishing the crime, it is highly gra- 
tifying to observe that in each of the large Talookas either the Chief himself or 
one of his nearest Bhyad have joined in establishing it by the preservation 
and marriage of their daughters. 

The principalJhareja Talookas areNowanuggur, Gondul, Rajkot, JVIoorvce, 
and Dherol. 

In Nowanuggur, the Jam’s own brother has a daughter, who is betrothed to 
the son of the Rana of Poorbunder, the head of the Jetwa Rajpoots. 

In Gondul, the present Clucf s late brother, who preceded liim on the Gadeo, 
had a daughter, who is married to the son of the Raja of Drangdra, the head 
of the Jhalla Rajpoots. 

In Rajkot, the late Chief, father of the present Thakoor, had a daughter, 
who is also married to the son of the Raja of Drangdra. 

In Moorvec, the present Chief has a daughter, who is married to the son of 
the Raja of Wankaneer, a Jhalla Rajpoot. 

In Dherol, several distant relations of Jhe Chief have married daughters, but 
none of his own family have yet concurred in setting an example to his subjects. 

When the prejudice with regard to marriage shall have been fully overcome, 
it may, I think, be anticipated that the Jharejas will adopt the same views 
respecting the expense of the celebration, &:c. as the other. tribes of Rajpoots, 
with whom they have now become more intimately connected. In the census 
above noticed, 68 out of 171 appear to be married or betrothed. Of the 
remainder, the greater part are of tender years, but a few have exceeded the age 
beyond which they should not remain single, and in such instances, if poverty 
be the cause, assistance judiciously afforded might have a beneficial effect. 

The Rajpoots, in general, are said to be guilty of the crime of Female Infan- 
ticide, but in any other tribe except the Jhareja it is, I believe, of very rai-e 
occurrence, and is not admitted to exist in Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

, (Signed) D. A. Blane, 

Kattywar Pol Agents Office^ Rajhol 3lst July 1828. Assist. Pol. Agent. 

57 G 
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From J. Bax, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Qth September 1828. 

Sir, — 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 31st July last, on the progress of the measures adopted for checking 
Female Infanticide in Kattywar, together with an account of the Infanticide 
Fund, and to express the entire assurance of the Governor in Council that 
your unrcmitted attention will continue to be directed to the very important 
object of checking the horrid practice of Infanticide. 

Although the progress hitherto made has not been so marked and effectual 
as could be wished, yet it has been sufficient to encourage every hope that, in 
the course of time, every wish will be fully obtained. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Domhay Castlcy Qth September 1828. Secretary to Government. 


From D. A. Blane, Esq., Acting Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To \V. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Wth July 1829. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward a report from my late First Assistant, 
Mr. Langford, respecting the progress of our endeavours for the suppression 
of Infanticide in the Dherol Talooka, and trust the Honorable the Governor 
in Council will approve of his having distributed presents as therein detailed. 

T beg leave, at the same time, to acquaint you that the Thakoor of Moorvee 
has expressed himself to have been highly gratified by the distinction which 
has been shown him in consideratipn of his father Jeliajec having been the 
first to set the example to the Jharejas of preserving their daughters, and he 
observes on this head, that to do so being a Dhurm no kam” (a sacred duty), 
there will be no remissness on his part in fulfilling it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) D. A, Blank, 

Pol. Agent's Office, Rajkot, Wth July 1829. Acting Political Agent. 


From J. W. Langford, Esq., Assistant Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To D. A. Blank, £sq.,ji^cting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Moorvee, \2th April 1829. 

Sir,— During the time I was at Dherol, I had an opportunity of distributing 
some of the presents sent by the Government some time since fpr the purpose 
of being given to those Jharejas who had set the good example to their caste of 
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saving their daughters from the inhuman custom of Infanticide^ and I trust my 
having done so will meet your approbation. 

The names of these individuals I do myself the honour to annex, and it will 
be gratifying to Government to know that several daughters have been saved 
in this small Talooka since you last reported regarding it in June. 

Not having sufficient presents with me at the time to distribute to all the 
Jharejas that had daughters at this place, I expressly told those who did not 
get them that their claim should be remembered at some future time, or on 
application at Rajkot. 

When it is considered that in this petty State, which does not contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty inhabited villages, there are no less than seventy-one 
Jhareja females at present in existence, a number nearly equal to what the total 
was in the peninsula a few years since, I humbly conceive it will be apparent 
to Government that the efforts of late made towards the abolition of Infanticide 
have been attended with considerable success. 

I trust I shall be excused in bringing the case of Boput Sing, the Raja of 
Dherol, to their notice. lie has been for some years a strong advocate for the 
suppression of this revolting crime, and has himself had two daughters ; but as 
they are neither a< present living, I did not consider myself authorised in mak- 
ing him a present suitable to his rank without an order from Government. 

He is now in particularly embarrassed circumstances, owing to the poverty 
of his Talooka, most of the Bhyad villages for whose tribute he is answerable 
being depopulated, and either a present or some small deduction from our 
demands on him, given expressly in consideration of the good example he has 
set, may, I think, have a considerable effect as an inducement to the other 
Jhareja Talookdars to a similar exertion in putting a stop to this barbarous 
custom. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. W. Langford, 

Moorvecy \2th April 1829. , Assistant Political Agent. 


Names of those Jharejas of the Dherol Bhyad who had Presents made them by 
Mr. Langford, on account of their having saved Daughters. 


Name of Jharqja. 

Name of his Village. 

Amount of Present. 

, When given. 

Beesajee 

Rozeea 

A Pugree & Checla. . 
Ditto 

23rd March 1829. 

Bfl.Vin.ieA 

Sunoosura 

Ditto. 

IVI^IllcfliAA 

Nuttoo Wudla 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

.TAWAniAA 

Rozeea 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Samutsungjee 

Eetala 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Kayrajee 

Wunpurce 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ramsingjee 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Wuktajee 

Kejerlou 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Deysuljee . ^ 

Mujoota 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Noongunjec 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto.! 
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Names of the Jhareja Bhyad of Dherol Talooha ; their Davghters' Names ; 

and where resident. 


No. 

Name of 
Daughter. 

Father’s 

Name. 

Of what Village. 

1 Remarks. 

1 

iloopalihaoc .... 

Jebajee. . . . 

Boregodee. 


2 

Baeeba 

Ilallajcc . . 

Ditto. 


3 

Mojeba 

Bhyjce. . . . 

Ditto. 


4 

Mojeba 

Jessajee . . 

Ditto .... 

This person has a daughter about 
a year old. 

5 



Kiirunjcc . . 

Ditto .... 

This person has a daughter like- 
wise, lately born. 



Ruiimuljcc . 

Ditto .... 

Ditto ditto. 

7 


Rewajee . . 

Ditto .... 

Ditto ditto. 

8 



Hubbajee . . 

Ditto .... 

Ditto ditto. 

0 

10 

Baeojoe 

Koo]mliba Mug- 
jeeba 

Nagjoc .... 

Suiigajcc . . 

Radur 

Ditto. 

Three years old. 

11 

Koopaliba 

Verajee. . . . 

Eetala. 


12 

Nuthoojee .. 

Kakrabella .... 

1 

This person has a daughter a 
year old, living in her mother’s 
village of Kakrabella, of the 
Jam, near Dherol. 

13 

1 

Dajdajee . . 

Kokra. 

14 

Baccjeeba 

Khnndajcc . 

Ditto. 


If) 

Jcjeeba 

Wagjcc. . . . 

Chullo. 

This person’s daughter is mar- 
ried to Jhalla Rugajee’s son, of 
Kimeotc. 

l(i 

Kuruujee . . 

Ditto 

17 


Bhyjet* .... 

Ditto. 


IS 

Booleeba 

Mooloojec. . 

Dhungurro. 


19 


Ditto . . 

Ditto .... 

Very young. 

20 


Tccjblioy . . 

Ditto. 

21 

Uoopalibaee .... 

Khciigarjce. 

Maiipoor. 


22 

Bacejecba 

Jeejee .... 

Raj poor. 


23 

24 

Dugooba 

Moorjee . . 
Ditto . . 

Seala. 

Ditto 

Very young. 

25 

Keysamba .... 

Moolopjce. . 

Ditto. 

20 

Do«'iajee . . 

Ditto. 


27 

Jocba 

Nuthoojee .. 

Ditto. 


28 

Roopaliba .... 

Bawajee . . 

Ditto. 


29 

Bajeeba 

Jebajee. . . . 

Ditto. 


30 

Vuruba 

Nuthoojee .. 

Seala. 


31 

Xanceba 

Oonurjee . . 

Ditto. 


32 


Ditto . . 

Ditto 

Married to Jhalla Umrajee’s son. 

33 

Jeetuba 

Dossaje/^. . 

Ditto. 

of Drappa. 

34 

Moongeba .... 

Dullojee . . 

Moto Wagodur. 

* 

35 

Ilurjeeba 

Humojee . . 

Ditto. 


36 

Roopaliba .... 

Keysajee . . 

Ditto. 


37 

.Motceba 

Roopajee . . 

Ditto 

Married to one of the Drangdra 
Bhyad. 
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No. 

Name of 
[Daughter. 

Father's 

Nome. 

Ofwh.tVill.ge. 

Remarks. 

38 

Majeeba 

Mooloojee. . 

Moto Wagodur. 


39 

Deoba 

Wunnajee. . 

Ditto. 


40 

Soojecba 

Soorajee . . 

Ditto. 


41 

Adiba 

Sungajee .. 

Ditto. 


42 

Rambaee 

Potajee. . . . 

Ditto. 


43 

Bajeebace 

llotajee . . 

Ditto .... 

Married to Raizada Dadajee^ of 

44 

Moteebacc .... 

Dungajee . . 

Suggateca. 

Dorajee. 

45 

Wuktobaee .... 

Ilukojee .. 

Ditto. 


40 

Jcjeeba 

Radajee . . 

Ditto 

Married to Jhalla Wujobhoy, of 

47 

Majeeba 

Jessajee . . 

Nana Wagodur. 

Sirdharke. 

48 

Motceba 

Bhanajce . . 

Ditto. 


49 

Baeeba 

Reevajee . . 

Ditto .... 

A year and a half old. 

50 

51 

Baceraj 

Bhooiijcba .... 

Sumsutsun- 
jee 

Mookajcc. . 

Ectala 

Nutto Wurdla . . 

Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

52 

53 

Baeeraj 

Nanceba 

Deysuljee. . 

Noongajee . 

Mujgoot 

Ditto 

Married to Kooer Siidabba, son 
of Jessajce> of Drangdra. 
Received a present from Mr. 

54 

.Tcjeeba 

Kaysajee . . 

Wunpuree .... 

Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

55 

Bhoonjcba .... 

Ramsanjee . 

Ditto .... 

Ditto ditto. 

56 

Uoopaliba 

Wuktajcc. . 

Kejeriou 

Ditto ditto. 

57 

Bawnjee . . 

Jaberou. 


58 

Moteeba 

Bugwanjee . 

Raj poor. 


59 



llassajcc . . 

Ditto 

Five years of age. 

GO 

61 

Motccba 

Beesajee . . 

Jewanjee . . 
Moolajee. . . 

Ditto . . 

Babajce . . . 

Rozeea 

Ditto 

Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

62 

63 

64 

Moteeba 

Jejceba 

Ladaba 

Ditto 

Kengar. . * 

Sunoosura 

Married to Jhalla Juttajee, o^ 
Padra. 

Ditto to Jhalla Balecajce’s son, 
of Keerwa. 

Received a present from Mr. 

65 

Bownjecba .... 

Ditto . , 

Ditto .... 

Langford. 

Married to Jhalla Ladajee, of 

66 

Wuktoba 

Maylowjee , 

Ditto. 

Kotaria. 

67 

Bownjecba .... 

Ditto . . 

Ditto .... 

Married to the son of Sirirjee 

68 

Baeeba 

Ditto . . 

Ditto .... 

Mapjee, of Gondul. 

Married to Jhalla Kengarjee’a 

69 

Oomarbaee .... 

Jessajee . . 

Guddroon Jay- 

son, of Kurwar. 

70 

71 

Baeejeeba 

Hukajee . . 
^ayroojee . 

woon, 

Kungar 

Two years old. 

Married to Wuktajee, of Gondul. 


[Copied from a statement made by the Raja and his Bhyad.] 


(Signed) J. W. Langford, 

Assistant Political Agent. 
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From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 
To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated 2\st July 1829. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
11th July with copy of one from Mr. Langford, reporting the progress of our 
endeavours to suppress Infanticide in the Dherol Talooka. 

The Governor in Council approves of the presents distributed to the Jha- 
rejas of this Talooka, in consequence of their exemplary conduct in abstaining 
from the practice of Infanticide, and desires that you will express to them the 
high satisfaction of Government at their attention to its wishes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Castle j 2\st July 1829. Acting Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Political Commissioner for (juzerat. 

Dated 24^ A Ajnil 1833. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
14th of January last, and, with reference to the 2nd paragraph of the letter 
which accompanied it from the Chief Secretary to Government, to forward an 
account of the Infanticide Fund established for the preservation of the children 
of the Jharejas, which exhibits a balance on the 31st of December 1832, in 
favour of that institution, of Rs. 51, 146-0-42 J. 

2. The resources of this Fund are two-fold, — 1^^, fines imposed on the 
tributaries for misconduct, and for breaches of fheir engagements ; 2ndf the 
Mohsulce collections. In the account* now tra^^smitted, I have only deemed 
it necessary to show the aggregate amount collected under each head monthly 
from the first formation of the Fund in 1825 up to the end of 1832. Should 
it, however, be required, I can easily furnish the details from which the 
account has been compiled. 

3. I lately called u' on the Chiefs in whose territory the revolting crime of 
Infanticide prevailed, to send in registers of the number of the female children 
that are now living, in order to afford data for ascertaining how far the humane 
efforts of Government to abolish the inhuman practice has been attended 
with success. 

4. I shall hereafter have the honour to submit these returns to Government, 
and at the same time propene a scale of distribution of the balance now avail- 
able among those who have preserved their children, and whose poverty or 
other circumstances may render it expedient to confer upon them pecuniary 
aid or favour on the part of Government* 

* Omitted from this Selectiou. 
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5. I annex a statement in the Guzerathee language of the receipts and 
disbursements of the Fund, for the information, according to agreement, of His 
Highness the Gaekwar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Kattywar Pol. Agent^s Office^ Rajkot j 2Ath April 1833. Political Agent. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 24/A September 1834. 

Sir, — With reference to my letter dated the 24th of April 1833, I have 
now the honour to submit a few observations upon the interesting subject of 
Female Infanticide, which has engaged my constant and sedulous attention 
ever since my return from the performance of a special duty at Ahmcdabad. 

2. In my letter of the 24th of December last, I explained that the delay 
which has occurred in transmitting this report originated in the difficulty 
experienced in obt ‘ining registers showing the number of Jhareja females who 
have been preserved. These could only be procured from the Chiefs them- 
selves ; and being strongly impressed with the conviction that we must princi- 
pally rely on persuasion and encouragement for the entire suppression of the 
dreadful crime of Infanticide, I felt unwilling to resort to any kind of compul- 
sion in obtaining the returns. My patience has been ultimately rewarded, and 
it is now in my power to furnish the most complete, and at the same time, I 
believe, the most accurate census of the sons and daughters of the Jhareja 
tribe that has ever yet been made. 

3. It is my intention to divide my present report into three separate heads : 
in the first, I shall take a brief retrospect of the measures adopted for the 
suppression of Infanticide, and the degree of success which appears to have 
resulted from them during the agency of my predecessors ; in the second, I 
shall analyse and remark upon the census now transmitted ; in the third, I 
shall make such observations and suggestions upon the proceedings which 
appear to me called for and expedient, with the view of ensuring a more rigid 
enforcement of Colonel Walker’s arrangements for the suppression of the crime, 
and of evincing the deep and lively interest which the British Government 
must ever feel in securing that systematic Infanticide, the grossest stain that 
ever disgraced humanity, shall be entirely suppressed. 

4. The attention of the British Government to the prevalence of Infanticide 
in Kattywar was first excited in 1806-06, by the late Colonel Walker, 
Resident at Baroda ,* and to him, as the author of the judicious measures then 
adopted for its suppression, and to the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor 
at the time of .Bombay, is the chief praise due for having laid the foundation 
of the abolition of so revolting a crime. The success of those measures was 
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not SO complete as the sanguine anticipated, or so immediate as all desired. It 
was not to be expected that a whole tribe would at once relinquish a custom 
in which, however barbarous, they rather prided themselves, instead of 
regarding it as an indelible stain on their character. This want of success, 
however, is no reproach to the eminent public servant above alluded to. 
Whoever peruses his able and interesting report on Infanticide, dated in 
March 1808,* must acknowledge that his zeal and philanthropy were fully 
equalled by the talent and sagacity with which he finally attained his object. 
Ardently as lie looked forward to its accomplishment, and conscious, perhaps, 
of the immortality which success would confer on his memcry, he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, but, declining to enter into any 
compromise, insisted that the Chiefs of the Jhareja tribe should agree uncon- 
ditionally, and ultimately succeeded in prevailing upon them to consent 
voluntarily to abandon a practice abhorrent to man, and opposed to the 
dictates of reason and religion. In the end, he overcame every difficulty, 
and when all the other important services he performed for the State have 
been forgotten, the name of “ Alexander Walker” will be revered and 
hallowed, as the saviour of a numerous race of helpless innocents, and as 
the person who succeeded in rekindling the parental tie (the strongest that 
pervades creation) among a whole tribe, from whose breasts it had for 
many generations been rooted out by pride, avarice, and some of the worst 
feelings that enter the heart of man. The partial failure of the plans 
adopted for the extinction of Infanticide is principally to be attributed to the 
almost unsurmountable difficulty which exists against detection, without the 
establishment of a system of espionage and inquisition over the domestic 
affairs of the Jharejas, to which (when the peculiar notions they, in common 
with all Kajpoots, entertain respecting the privacy in which the female branches 
of their families should be kept are considered) they never could be expected to 
submit. So great is this difficulty, that notwith^^tanding the fact of the conti- 
nuance of Infanticide is placed beyond doubt by the extreme disproportion 
existing between the number of male and female Jharejas, I can only trace 
on the records of this office, during a period of twenty-five years, one instance 
where investigation and^ punishment has followed an infraction of Colonel 
Walker’s settlements. Still, however, it is gratifying to reflect that a consi- 
derable degree of success has resulted from Colonel Walker’s measures. 
Previous to the renunciation of Infanticide by the Jhareja Chiefs of Kattywar, 
only five instances were known where parental feeling had overcome the 
general custom of the tribe. This fact is stated in the report of March 1808, 
and on the 16th December of that year. Colonel Walker forwarded a 
return, showing that duri^ the short period intervening, twenty-five daugh- 
ters had been preserved ; and on the 25th of the same month, another return, 
showing that the number had increased to thirty-two. This flattering prospect, 
no doubt, excited expectations, both in Europe and in this country, which, 

* Vide pages 322 to 378 of this Selection. 
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unhappily, were doomed to be disappointed. In 1812, Major Camac tried 
the experiment of stationing Mehtas at the principal Jhareja towns, for the 
purpose of communicating the birth, preservation, or murder of female 
children” ; but the jealousy with which they were looked upon rendered their 
exertions nearly abortive, and they were withdrawn. In the same year, the 
Jam of Nowanuggur was fined Us. 5,000 for geneml inattention to the engage- 
ment he had entered into in ISOS,**^ that the practice of Infanticide should be 
discontinued within his jurisdiction ; and on this occasion this Chief was 
required to renew that engagement. In September I Si 7, Major Carnac 
reported that “his expectations, and those of the Honorable Court of Diiec- 
tors,” in regard to the suppression of the crime, had not been fulfilled ,* and this 
melancholy fact was placed beyond doubt in the succeeding year, by areturni' 
obtained from his Assistant, Captain Ballantine, then stationed in Kattywar, 
showing that, from December 1808 to June 1817, the number of females 
preserved had only increased from 32 to 63. The subject does not appear 
to have again engaged particular attention, or to have been reported upon, 
until 1824, In this year, the Political Agent, Major Barnewall, forwarded 
a return, showing that from June 1817 to July 1824 the number had 
increased from 63 to 266, of whom 25 were married, 194 unmarried, and 
47 had died a natural death. These results indicated, that althougli the 
horrible practice might be somewhat subdued, it was still far from relin- 
qui^ied. In 1825, the “ Infanticide Fund” was established. This is c(>mposed 
of all fines under Rs. 20,000 imposed upon the tributaries for breaches of the 
peace or other misconduct, and of realisations under the head of Mohsulee. 
/rhe British Government first set the example ; Ilis Highness the Gaekwar 
being subsequently induced to consent that all fines imposed on his tributaries 
should be similarly appropriated. From this source, occasional remissions of 
tribute, presents to the Chiefs, and pecuniary assistance on the marriage of 
their daughters, have been granted to those who have practically renounced 
the custom ; and another mode of testifying approbation to those who 
have preserved their daughters is by postponing the payment of the 
tribute to suit their convenience. In July 1828, Mr. Blane obtained a 
register of Jhareja females then alive in the territory of the Jam of Nowanuggur. 
Thisshowed them to amount in number to 171,j: of whom 68 were married and 
103 unmarried. According to the I'eturn of 1824, the number \vas only 76. 
Mr. Blane’s register, therefore, exhibited an increase of 95; but from the age 
of some of the persons enrolled in the latter, the Agent observed that part of 
this excess originated in omissions in the retuni of 1824. At the beginning 
of 1829, Jehajee, the Chief of Moorvee, who was first prevailed upon by 
Colonel Walker to renounce Infanticide, died, and presents were made by 
Government to his suocessor of the value of Rs. 20,000 ; and the Agent was 

^ ♦ Vide pages 379 and 379 of this Selection, 

t Vide pages 388 to 393 of ditto. 

Vide pages 434 and 435 of ditto. 

58 G 
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instructed to “ announce in the most puldic manner this departure from usage 
in honour of the memory of one who, by his conduct in being the first to 
renounce a shocking custom, entitled himself to the gratitude of the Govern- 
ment by whom his family is protected.” A distinction of this kind was calcu- 
lated to produce a good effect throughout the province generally, and was 
appreciated by tlie Chief upon whom it was conferred, and called forth from 
liim a promise that there should be no remissions on his part in the perform- 
ance of a sacred duty (“ Dhurm no kam”). In July 1829,* Mr. Blane for- 
Avarded a return, framed by his Assistant, Mr. Langford, of the number of 
females preserved in the district of Dherol. They were 71 in number, and 
exceeded by 20 the census of this district for 1824. On this occasion, presents 
to some value were distributed among tlie Jharejas, and the Agent was in- 
structed to inform them of the high satisfaction vvhicli Government had derived 
from their exemplary conduct in adJioring to their engagements. The returns 
from Nowaniiggur and Dherol afford satisfactory evidence, that in those dis- 
tricts the liumane efforts of Government to subdue the practice of Infanticide 
Avere b(;coming more successful ; but as no census was obtained from tlie other 
Jhareja districts, no data exist for ascertaining the actual increase in the luim- 
l)er of lives preserved, either from 1 824 to 1829, or from 1829 up to the present 
])criod. The above summary will, perliups, aid superior authority in d(‘termin- 
ing how far our measures for the extinction of Infanticide have been crowned 
Avith success. 1 have diligently searched the records of my oiiice), a^d it 
embraces the principal fiiets they contain likely to illustrate the sid)jc(;t ; but 
it is requisite to remark that some of the earlier proceedings of my predeces- 
sors may be omitted in consecpieiice of the records prior to iMajor Barne wall’s^ 
agency being in an imperfect condition. 

o. 1 now proceed to the second head of my letter, or to analyse and remark 
upon the census heicwith transmitted, of the number of Jliareja females who 
are cither now alive, or Avho have? died a natural deatli. These are drawn out 
in a new, and, 1 think, improved form, a sej)arate return having been obtained 
from each Jhareja district. In order, moreover, to afford data whereon to found 
a judgment how far the eiigageinents arc maintained, by a comparison of tiu! 
miraber of Jhanjas of both sexes, a return of male Jharejas of and under the 
age of twenty has bcoiv included in a separate column. In the course of my 
investigations, various improvements in this return have suggested themselves, 
and some measures appeared called for to ensure as much as possible the accu- 
racy of future returns, but these will be more appropriately noticed under the 
third head of my report. In regard to the accuracy of the present census, I am 
unable to assert that such has been completely attained. 1 have reason to hope, 
hoAvever, that its general Sbcuracy may be depended upon, though it is veiy 
likely errors may exist, and more especially in regard to the ages assigned, on 
which point the ideas of the Natives of India are extremely loose and unsatis- 
factory, The returns Avere procured by circulars (in some cases several times 
repeated) issued to the Chiefs themselves ; but in several instances I subse- 
* Tide pages 436 to 13y of tliis Selcctioa. 
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quell tly tested their accuracy and fidelity, by sending persons privately to 
ascertain from personal observation whether they truly represented the number 
of males and females of the Jhareja tribe now alive; and I am gratified to 
report that in no case was any discrepancy detected, except in regard to the 
age and names of some of the parties, and in one or two instances the number 
of males being underrated. The returns are twenty-eight in number, and the 
following is an abstract of the results they exhibit : — 



013 

80 

77 , 

178 

1 

30 

1 380 

208 

11 


1 

i 73 

9 

1 93 


Coin! Ill Dhorajcc. , 

^1 iHoorvee 

Rajkot 


C Drapjia 

7 Veerpoor Khurcree. 
H Mooleelmlcrec 
Scesnng Cliaiidloc. . 

1 0 Satodur Wawrcc . . 

1 1 Kot ra Nyajce .... 

1 Keesura 

Rajpoora 

Id Jhallia 

15 Mallia 

ItlLodeeka 


1 7 INIenffnee 
ISPaal ... 


1 9 Hharwa 

20 Veerwa 

21 Kotaria 

22Shapoor 

23Wudalee 

24 Kotara Sanganec . 

25 Kaksiallce 

26Mowa 

27 Qowreedur 

28 Gutka .......... 


1 45 41, 

7 11 47i 

5 8 7i 

4 M .W 
10 42 

3 17 40 | 

2 15 22 

8 32 6 


2 13 15 

1 5 11 

2 7 

C .. 

2 3 2 

1 3 15 


2 2 
1 1 


•Tliis return lias been pur- 

t tially tested, and iuuiid 
rnrruct. 

This return has been test- 
ed. and roiuiu generally 
correi'f. Additions and 
alterations are insert- 
ed in a supplementary 
return. 

f An investigation was 
I instituted by the 
( Agent, whieli provi'd 
j these returns to ho 
correct. 


I" Ditto ditto. 

) 

A Mehta of the Agent 
ascertained tliis return 
was con'ect. 


A Mehta was sent to 
these Talookas, and 
ascertained the re- 
turns were con’ect. 


Ditto ditto. 


Total.... 1422 140 105 358 93 C96 731 5 
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The present census, therefore, exhibits the undermentioned results : — 

The number of males of and under the age of twenty is 1,422 

The number of females of all ages known to have been preserved is . • 696 

Excess of males, therefore, is. • 726 

Of the females, 140 are married, 105 betrothed, 358 uubctrothed, and 93 
are stated to have died a natural death. 

In regard to this return, however, it is requisite to observe that an omission 
has occurred in not ascertaining the number of male Jharejas who have died : 
an allowance on this account is therefore necessary, otherwise the inference 
drawn from the comparative returns of each sex will be more favourable than 
correct. To rectify this omission, it will be sufficient to presume that a pro- 
j)ortionate number of casualties have taken place among the males as in the 
other sex ; and in this case the number of deaths which may probably have 
occurred among the male Jharejas born during the last twenty years will be 
as follows : — 

696 — 93 =- 603 : 93 :: 1,422 gives 219^. 

The above results, while they afford a must cheering prospect of ultimate 
success, if proper care and precautions are taken to ensure that the Jharejas 
adhere to their engagements, they at the same time establish beyond 
doubt the melancholy fact that the dreadful crime of Infanticide has never 
been completely subdued. The number of females alive in 1824, according 
to Major llarnevvairs returns, was only 219; the number now alive is 603; 
but notwithstanding this great and gratifying increase during the last ten 
years, the continuance of the unnatural crime is established by the disparity 
w hich is still apparent between the number of males and females. 

6. I am, however, able to place the progressive increase of the number of 
females rescued from destruction in a more striking and satisfactory point of 
view', by the following further analysis of the census herewith transmitted^ 
since it shows that there are — 


Males. 

Females, 1 

Males. 

Females. 

67 of the age of 20. . 

15 oPtheage of 20 

4 1 of the age of 

9.. 

30 of the age of 9 

2 

ditto 

19.. 

4 

ditto 

19 

96 

ditto 

8.. 

34 

ditto 8 

20 

ditto 

18.. 

11 

ditto 

18 

7G 

ditto 

7.. 

43 

ditto 7 

24 

ditto 

17.. 

9 

ditto 

17 

93 

ditto 

6.. 

36 

ditto 6 

41 

ditto 

16.. 

29 

ditto 

16 

89 

ditto 

5.. 

53 

ditto 5 

.09 

ditto 

15.. 

27 

ditto 

15 

118 

ditto 

4.. 

40 

ditto 4 

42 

ditto 

14.. 

15 

ditto 

14 

108 

ditto 

3.. 

35 

ditto 3 

48 

ditto 

13.. 

21 

ditto 

13 

103 

ditto 

2.. 

46 

ditto 2 

83 

ditto 

12.. 

26 

Jiitto 

12 

130 

ditto 

1 .. 

44 

' ditto 1 

32 

ditto 

11.. 

13 

ditto 

11 

19 

age not specified. 

7 age not specified. 

125 

ditto 

10.. 

33 

ditto 

lO 



_j 




The total number of females now alive is 603, whereas the ji umber shown 
in the above table is only 571 ; the difference consists of females above the 
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age of twenty, not included in the second analysis : it follows, therefore, that 
of the females now alive, 68 were born during the first five years compre- 
hended in the table, 102 during the second, 176 during the tliird, and 225 
during the last five years of the period. 

7. It will be observed that the return shows that 93 deaths occurred 
among the number of females preserved. An analysis of this column will also 
exhibit Results far from unsatisfactory ; and in many cases the diseases of 
which they died are specified, and will be found to be of that description to 
which infancy is peculiarly liable, such as small-pox, measles, convulsions and 


fever. Among the casualties, — 

1 occurred at the age of 25 

1 

occurred at the age of 6 


2 

ditto 

24 

6 

ditto 

6 


3 

ditto 

20 

1 

ditto 

4 


1 

ditto 

17 

5 

ditto 

3 



ditto 

16 

7 

ditto 

2 


1 

ditto 

15 

1 

ditto 

18 months. 

1 

ditto 

14 

3 

ditto 

12 

f9 

1 

ditto 

12 

1 

ditto 

9 

99 

1 

ditto 

11 

1 

ditto 

8 

99 

4 

ditto 

10 

8 

ditto 

3 

„ & under. 

3 

ditto 

9 

1 

ditto 

Still-born. 

5 

ditto 

7 

35 atre not specified. 




The above table, therefore, proves that Colonel Walker’s settlements were 
at all events adhered to in 57 cases of the number of casualties, and the only 
doubt which exists applies to the remainder, where the age at which the 
casualty occurred is not inserted ; an omission which, I hope, may be attribut- 
ed to the carelessness of some of the parties by whom the returns were 
furnished. 

8. There is still another point of view in which the present census is to be 
regarded with the highest satisfaction. The Government of 1817 justly 
remarked, that the continuance of Infanticide in Kattywar was placed beyond 
doubt by the simple fiict that no instance had occurred of a Jhareja having 
saved more than one daughter. The present return shows, — 

Two instances of Jharejas having four daughters alive. 

Thirteen instances of Jharejas having three daughters alive. 

Eighty instances of Jharejas having two daughters alive. 

9. The only other point to be noticed as matter for congratulation is, that 
almost in every Jhareja Talooka, cither the Chief himself, or one or more of 
his relations, have set the example of preserving their daughters, some of 
whom are alive, and have intermarried into the families of the other Rajpoot 
tribes of this province. The moral effect likely to result from this happy 
circumstance can scarcely be estimated, and cannot fail to promote in the 
highest degree the success of our exertions towards the full and complete 
extinction of the crime. 
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10. Taken in detail, the petty Talooka of Keesura, situated only a few miles 
from IJajkot, stands pre-eminent. Here the dreadful crime must have been 
completely subdued, there bein" actually an excess of females over the .males. 
In the petty Talooka of Mengnee, the number of each sex is exactly equal ; 
and in that of Satodur AVawree there are 38 males and 32 females, of whom 
24 are alive. These results were so gratifying that I sent persons into these 
districts, who ascertaiiHul that they were quite correct, except in thg case of 
Satodur VVavvree, wdierc six males and tw'o females had been born subsequent 
to the furnishing of the return ; the requisite alteration has, therefore, been made 
in the original register. 

11. In all the other districts, the number of males greatly preponderates 
over the nnmber of females; and in those noted below the excess is so great 
as of necessity to lead to the conclusion that the shocking practice still j)revail3 
in them to a considerable extent : — 


Talookas. 

alivt*. 

Fomulijs 

ulivc. 

I<'XC(*SS of 
Mules. 

llraj»j)a 

67 

10 

57 

Moorvee 

61 

7 

54 

Veerpoor Khurcree. 

52 

10 

42 

MoolccladcMTt* 

0*3 

14 

49 

Scesang Clinndlcc . 

37 

13 

24 

Kotrn Nyajee . . . 

24 

2 

22 

Jhallia 

28 

11 

17 

Ilajpoora 

30 

2 

28 

Wudnlcc 

8 

1 

7 

llajkot 

15 

3 

12 


It is mortifying to observe that the Talooka o." Moorvee, from its position 
in the above table, has not benefited by the example set by its Chief twenty- 
five years ago, in being the first to renounce Infanticide. The return of the 
district of llajkot, the head quarters of this Agency, and, therefore, more 
immediately under the surveillance of the Agent, is far from satisfactory. 
Whether this arises from accidental causes cannot be ascertained ; but the 
fact that in fifteen years the number of males alive has only been increased 
by one, is calculated to give rise to great suspicion that Colonel Walker’s 
measures for the suppression of the crime have not been observed in this dis- 
trict. It is due, however, to the Chief himself, to state that he preserved two 
daughters, although both (i^d between the age of eight and nine months. 
When one of his daughters, moreover, was dangerously ill with fever, he 
evinced a desire to avoid the imputation of not having acted up to his engage- 
ment, by apprising me of her illness, and requesting that the medical officer 
attached to the Agency would attend her. When this application was made, 
the infant was past recovery ; but notwithstanding this, I think that the Chief 
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sending a message to me at all showed a disposition, on his part, to wish it to 
be understood that he was anxious to preserve his daughters. 

12. I now come to the third and last head of my letter, or to suggest mea- 
sures which seem to be calculated to secure, for the future, the entire extinction 
of Infanticide, and to impress upon the Jharejas in particular, and the com- 
munity in general, the lively interest felt by the British Government, and its 
fixed determination to accomplish this humane object. 

13. In the first place, I would suggest that immediate measures be taken 
to obtain a full and complete census of the Jhareja population of this province. 
The great importance of possessing information of this kind never apj)ears to 
have attracted attention ; but without it no data can exist for computing accord- 
ing to the generally received rules of population, the number of Jhareja females 
which arc born, and thence deducing, with reference to the numl)er actually 
preserved, how far existing engagements are observed by the tribe. I have 
myself much felt the want of this information, since the only estimate I 
can find on my records respecting the extent of the Jhareja population is 
contained in the 108th paragraph of Colonel Walker’s report of March 
1808, where, on tlie information of an intelligent Native, it is computed that 
there are 5, 390 f.inilies iu 1 lallar and Muchoo Kanta, divided into twenty- 
two separate branches; and Major Caruac, in his letter of the 16th of J^ep- 
tember, estimates the number of families at 6,000. If these computations 
in any way aj)|)roximatc the truth, it is quite obvious that the present census 
of females pres(irved j)rovcs that the crime of Infanticide must still prevail 
to a laige extent. I have also experienced considerable di/liculty in 
estimating the number of victims annually sacrificed previous to Colonel 
Walker’s arrangements, when the murderous custom was observed by the 
tribe generally. lathe 109th paragraph of the report of March 1808, the 
annual Infanticides in Guzerat are estimated to have been 5,000, and those in 
Kutcli at 30,000 ; but in the 113th paragraph they are, according to another 
estimate, stated to amount in the one case to between 1,000 and 1,100, and 
in the other to 2,000. Colonel Walker admits that these calculations 
AV(M*e founded on hearsay evidence; but states it to be his opinion that 
whilst he deemed the first exaggerated, he considered the last underrated. 
For the credit of humanity, however, I arn inclined to hojje that even the low- 
est estimate was beyond the number of victims who annually j)erished ; and in 
support of this belief, I beg to refer to a letter to Colonel Walker from Soon- 
derjec Sewjee, dated the 13th of August 1805, in which the number of births 
among the Jharejas is stated to be between 500 and 600 annually. The writer 
does not even state whether the estimate includes both .sexes ; but, from his 
reply, Colonel Walker evidently understood that it only referred to females; 
and this was most probably intended. 

14. I think, however, it will be satisfactory, not only to Government, but 
also to the home authorities, to set this question at rest ; and therefore sug- 
gest that a general census of the tribe be now made, which will also be 
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attended with the beneficial effect of making every individual Jbareja acquainted 
with the feelings of the British Government on the subject of Infanticide. I do 
not anticipate that it will be necessary to incur any considerable expense in 
carrying this design into execution : all that I ask at present is for permission to 
entertain a Karkoon, to be expressly employed on this duty ; and an English 
writer will ultimately be required to render the returns from the different 
districts into English. The Karkoon would be directed to visit every district ; 
and I annex to this letter the form of the return in which the census should be 
embodied, specifying the number of families in each district ; the names, 
ages, profession, and occupation of each member of the Jhareja tribe; and 
dividin<r tlie married from the unmarried members. The Chiefs of each dis- 
trict will be required to afford every aid in their power in framing these tables; 
and one great advantage which may very possibly ensue from a Karkoon 
being so cmpli»yed is, perhaps, the discovery of some case of Infanticide for 
investigation ; and it is scarcely necessary to observe that one instance of 
detection, followed by severe punishment, would contribute more to the 
extinction of the crime than any other measure that can be resorted to. 
The expense of this arrangement will be as follows ; and the amount of it, if 
thought proper, might be defrayed from the Infanticide Fund : — 

One Karkoon. .Us. 50, and Rs. 10 batta when actually absent from Rajkot. 

One Peon .... 6 

Stationery, &c. . 4 

Total. . . .Rs. 60 per mensem, or Rs. 720 per annum. 

15. In the second place, I would propose that every Jhareja Chief should 
be required to furnish a half-yearly register of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deaths occurring among his tribe residing in his district : and that 
if he omits to do so, or furnishes a false return, that he should be severely 
fined. These registeis should be considered due on the 1st of January 
and the 1st of July in each year, though for some time to come com- 
plete regularity cannot be expected, and want of it should he treated with 
some degree of indulgence. The Karkoon employed in taking the general 
census will be very useful |n ensuring uniformity and regularity in framing 
these returns; but the gi'eat advantage of requiring them will be the constant 
reminiscence they will give to the Jharejas of their engagements, and of the 
resolution of the British Government to compel adherence to them. 

16. In the third place, the Political Agent in this province should be 
directed to consider it to be his imperative duty (and I am sure he will at the 
same time regard it as the most gratifying he could be called upon to perform) to 
furnish an annual report, on?kelast day of each year, on the subject of Infan- 
ticide, accompanying the same with a register of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deaths that have occurred among the tribe within the year of 
report. This is no new suggestion on my part ; for in the correspondence on 
my records, I find allusion made to instructions issued many years ago by the 
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Honorable Court of Directors^ that in addition to such intermediate reports as 
might become necessary, one general statement should be submitted at the 
end of each year, showing how far the amended system had been acted on 
and observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from 
its ixiles, and what measures pursued for their enforcement, with an estimate 
of the number of lives saved. These orders, from some cause, appear to have 
been overlooked or lost sight of ; but, as was justly remarked by the Govern- 
ment of 1816, a report of the nature adverted to would convince the Jhareja 
Chiefs of the continued anxiety on the part of the British Government to 
enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit of inquiry, conducive to 
the fulfilment of them. Under this arrangement, my next report on this sub- 
ject should bo considered due on the 1st of Januai'y 1836, 

17. In the fourth place, I beg to suggest the promulgation of a proclama- 
tion by Government throughout Kattywar, requiring the Jhareja Chiefs to 
enforce tlie observance of the Infanticide engagements within their respective 
jurisdictions, announcing the determined resolution of Government to suppress 
the crime, and noticing, either in terras of approbation or of condemnation, 
those Chiefs who, by the present census, are proved to have either adhered to 
or departed from their engagements. I take the liberty of submitting for 
approval a draft oi the kind of proclamation 1 think might with advantage be 
issued, to which I would annex a copy of the renewed engagement entered 
into in 1812, by the Jam of Nowanuggur, for the abolition of the crime of 
Infanticide, If this measure be approved of, I beg further to suggest that 
700 copies of the proclamation should be lithographed in Guzerathee, at 
the Presidency, and be forwarded to me for distribution throughout the 
province. 

1 8. There is only one part of the proclamation which seems to me to 
require {)articular notice, viz. the promise it contains that rewards shall be 
granted to persons who may afford information leading to the detection and 
conviction of any one who may commit fnfanticide. I find that almost all my 
predecessors have suggested this measure, but that the suggestion has never 
been acted upon. Major Carnac, in particular, pressed it upon the attention 
of Government, and proposed the following scale of rewards to informers, and 
of fines to be imposed in cases of conviction : — 

llcwanlK. rincs. 


1. An informer against the 

Jam Rs. 1,000 

2. An informer against an in- 

ferior Raja 500 

3. An informer againayt a near 

relation 250 

4. An informer against a poor 

Jhareja , 100 


1. The Jam, if convicted. . . . Rs. 30,000 

2. An inferior Raja, if con- 

victed 10,000 

3. Their near relations, if con- 

victed 2,500 

4. A poor Jhareja, — as much 

as his means allowed 
without absolute ruin. 
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In my draft of a proclamation I have adopted no scale, but merely intimate 
generally that informers will be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the 
person convicted ; and, with the view of deterring persons from bringing 
forward false accusations, that such recompense will only be given in cases of 
conviction. 

19. I am strongly of opinion that in such a sacred cause as that of the ex- 
tinction of Infanticide, every practicable measure should be adopted calculated 
to ensure success; and rewards to informers appear to be one of them. It is 
quite true that information so obtained would be liable to suspicion, because 
it would most probably originate either in enmity or avarice. This to me, 
however, is not a sufficient reason why testimony so encouraged should be 
wholly rejected, although it* is obvious that great caution and discretion will 
be required in making use of it. Under the system recently introduced into 
this province for the trial of offenders, the chances of any evils resulting from 
the adoption of such a measure will be greatly diminished ; for I would f)ro- 
pose that all persons accused of the commission of Infanticide should be tried 
by the High Court of Criminal Justice for Kattywar, except, perhaps, where 
the rank of the offender is such as to render it expedient that he should be 
dealt with according to the special instructions of Government. The Political 
Agent stationed in the province w'ill institute the preliminary inquiries, 
and commit for trial ; and the ultimate publicity of the proceedings would, 
under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or conviction, produce a most 
salutary effect throughout the country. The community in general cer- 
tainly regard Infanticide as a crime of the deepest dye ; but the experience 
of twenty-five years has amply proved, that if not stimulated in some mode 
to exertion, no one is likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and 
enmity usually encountered by informers and accusers. Unless, therefore, 
this feeling can be overcome, we can never hope to see conviction follow 
one of a thousand instances of the perpetrat’ m of the crime, llovv is 
the fact to transpire, except upon the information of some one present when 
the infant was born, or even of some one engaged in the nefarious proceed- 
ings ? From the secrecy with which the crime is perpetrated, and the 
consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker’s settle- 
ments has remained eiiifrely a dead letter, and wall ever continue so, unless 
persons can be induced to denounce those who commit the crime. I therefore 
think Government should recognise the principle I am advocating, being of 
opinion that, in the attainment of an object of such magnitude, we should not 
be particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of the agent through 
whose information a case o^nfanticide is clearly established against any one. 
On the receipt of the lithographed proclamation, a copy should be sent to 
each tributary, with an admonitory letter, to aid, either directly or indirectly, 
in putting down a practice of such great enormity. 

20. There is also another part of the proclamation which requires briefly 
40 be alluded to. In noticing those districts where; from the great dispro- 
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portion of the sexes, it is manifest tliat the crime still prevails, I have 
intimated in general terms, that should this great disparity continue to be 
shown in future returns, the British Government will feel bound to take into 
consideration whether any relations can be maintained with those who prove 
themselves so utterly regardless of the first duties of mankind. I have 
endeavoured to word this part of the proclamation in such a maimer as not to 
alarm the Chiefs of Kattywar generally, respecting their estates, but, at the 
same time, to convey an intimation to the Jhareja Chiefs, that the compact 
between them and Government is composed of mutual obligations, and 
that if they do not perform their part of the same, it is thereby rendered null 
and void. No one can be a stronger advocate than I am that existing relations 
with the Chiefs should be maintained ; that we should be content with the 
tribute paid to former Governments, and allow them to enjoy their hereditary 
estates and privileges without molestation : should, however, it be established 
by the certain, though presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
of the nature now transmitted, that the crime of Infanticide still prevails in 
any particular district, I think, after the warning contained in the proposed 
j)roelamation, the Chief of that district should be severely fined ; and that if 
this docs not produce attention on his part to his engagement to suppress the 
crime, I think that an example should be made, and that he should be 
depriv(id of the sovereignty of his district. The case must be very glaring 
where I should propose such an extreme measure for adoption, and should 
only be resorted to when all other eftbrts directed to the accomplishment of 
the object in view have been tried and failed. 

21. In the fifth place, I would propose that every Rajp(X)t in Kattywar 
should, in a circular letter from the Agent, be himself enjoined, and be request-* 
ed to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authority, to make it a stipulation in 
every marriage contract of their daughters with Jharejas, that the issue of 
the union shall be preserved. In the 58Ui paragraph of his report of March 
1808, Colonel Walker alludes to the apathy and indifference with which the 
abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of the Rajpoot 
community, although, as that able and enlightened man remarked, the other 
Rajpoot tribes ‘‘ possessed a simple and effectual remedy, by refusing to alli- 
ance their daughters to the Jharejas, unless on the condition of rearing their 
daughters.” They, in fact, countenanced it by such alliances, by permitting 
their daughters to become the instruments of murdering their own offspring, 
and are stated to have viewed the practice with less abhorrence, from the 
increased facility it afforded of marrying their own daughters — that first of 
duties of the Hindoo parent. My present suggestion is therefore founded on 
the above remark. I do not think the circular would be generally attended 
to ; but if ten — nay even if one victim were saved, tlie object in view would 
not to be entirely lost. At all events, the issue of such a circular would afford 
another striking proof of the intense anxiety felt by Government completely 
to suppress Infanticide ; and this alone, in my opinion, renders it expedient. 
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22. In the sixth place, I beg to recommend that the following marks of 
approbation be extended to the Chiefs and inferior members of the Jhareja tribe 
who have adhered to their engagement to preserve their female issue ; and that 
the expense incurred in making the same should be debited to the Infanticide 
Fund : — 

1st. — To the Chief of Keesura, a remission from the 

amount of his annual tribute of 10 annas, or • • . • Us. 1,000 0 0 


2nd . — To ditto, a present of cloths of the value of 100 0 0 

3rrf. — To the Chief of Mengnee, a remission from his annual 

tribute of 4 annas, or • 921 0 0 

Ath . — To the Chiefs of SatodunWawree, remissions from 

their annual tributes of 4 annas, or 395 12 0 

bill . — To the two Jharejas who have preserved four 
daughters, a present to each of cloths, or in 

money of 300 0 0 

6tA. — To those who have preserved three daughters, a 

present of ditto, or in money each 150 0 0 

1th .' — To those who have preserved two daughters, a 
present, varying according to the circumstances of 
each, from Us. 25 to 50 0 0 


It is, I consider, a fortunate circumstance, that the Chiefs of Keesura and 
Mengnee petitioned for a remission from their tribute for the past year on 
account of the failure of the monsoon, but which, after inquiry into their 
resources, I declined to grant. There will, therefore, be no mistaking the real 
cause why such an indulgence is now extended to them. I should not, how- 
ever, conceive it desirable that the whole of the above remissions should be 
paid direct to the Chiefs. They arc undoubtedly entitled to the greater share, 
but the inferior Jharejas living under their authority, who have preserved a 
daughter, are entitled to a part. 1 ^hall thereR re require from the Chiefs a 
statement of the amount of revenue paid last year to them by each of the 
inferior Jharejas, and pay to the latter a corresponding portion of the remis- 
sions, should Government be pleased to sanction them. 

23. In the original draft of this report, I had suggested that a present 
should be made to the' Jam of Kowanuggur on tliis occasion. The return 
from his districts shows 613 males and 380 females, which proves that Colonel 
Walker’s arrangements have taken root in them to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent. On this account, and because I conceive it would be politic 
to conciliate this Chief as the acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in 
Kattywar, and to induce cheerfully to co-operate in carrying into effect 
the humane efforts of Government, 1 thought that such a distinctive mark of 
approbation might conduce to success. The Jam, however, has not himself 
preserved a daughter, and during Major Bamewall’s agency, he was strongly 
suspected (although he denied the chaige) of having committed Infanticide. 
It has, moreover, been suggested to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose 
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interest in the success of the measures for the suppression of the crime is as 
great as Government could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam 
and the other Jhareja Chiefs of rank to believe that the crime of Infanticide, 
as far as they were concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, 
provided they could show that a considerable number of females are preserved 
within their respective districts. I think that considerable weight attaches to 
this remark, and shall merely at present suggest, that when the proclamation 
is transmitted to the Jam, the satisfaction of Government be conveyed to 
him at the progress made in his districts in suppressing Infanticide, accom- 
panied by urgent exhortations that he will adopt the strictest measures to 
ensure its complete extinction. 

24. Such are the measures which, after a long and deep meditation on the 
subject, 1 presume to propose for the consideration of Government ; and I beg 
to state that they are considered by Natives of the province, competent to 
form a correct judgment, calculated to give increased efficiency to the 
measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the suppression of this terrible crime. 
It is scarcely necessary, I hope, to state that I feel as every man, and more 
particularly every Christian should, most deeply interested in its complete aboli- 
tion, or that I wi|5 strenuously exert myself to ensure success to whatever 
subsidiary measures may be directed to compel obedience on the part of the 
Jharejas to their engagements. Both Captain Lang and myself embrace 
every opportunity of speaking upon the subject with the detestation it merits, 
and of stimulating the tribe among which the custom prevails to abandon it, 
and thereby restore themselves to that scale among human beings which they 
forfeited from its prevalence among them. By unceasing endeavours to 
expose the enormity of the oflencc, and to show that it is at direct variance 
with the precepts inculcated by the religion of those who perpetrate it ; by 
extending favour to those who renounce the practice ; by promulgating the 
fixed resolution of Government to puni^ with the utmost severity those who 
still adhere to it ; and from the success, partial as I fear it must be regarded, 
which has attended our efforts for its discontinuance, I am sanguine that, 
through the Divine blessing, complete success may be ultimately attained. 

25. A report on the subject of Infanticide in Kattywar would be in- 
complete without a brief allusion to the prevalence of the same crime in the 
adjacent province of Kuteh. It must be quite obvious, that if the crime is 
not suppressed in Kuteh, the effect will be most inimical to its suppression in 
Kattywar, since the members of the tribe residing in each province are 
intimately connected with each othSr. It was doubtless under this im- 
pression that Colonel Walker entered into a correspondence, which does 
him the highest honour, with Futteh Mahomed Jemadar, the Regent of 
Kuteh, in 1807-08, with the view of enlisting him in the cause of humanity. 
I have, of course, no means of ascertaining how far the crime has been sub- 
dued in Kutcji ; but from our intimate connection and powerful influence with 
that Government since 1819, it is by no means improbable that greater progress 
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has been made in that province than in this, and that if I were informed of thre 
measures that may have been adopted there, some of them may be found to 
apply equally to the circumstances ofKattywar. The care and pains, also, 
which are reported to have been bestowed upon the education of the young 
prince recently elevated to the supreme authority in Kutch, cannot fail to 
facilitate the object in view ; /or I am convinced, that when the Chiefs of the 
tribe can be prevailed ii|)on practically to renounce the custom, but little dif- 
ficulty will then be experienced in inducing the inferior Jharejas to follow the 
example. 

26. In conclusion, I annex to ’ my report a statement of the Infanticide 
Fund on the 15th of September 1834: — 

The balance due to the Fund on the 24th April 1833, the 

date of the last account, was Rs. 51,146 1 8 

Intermediate receipts have been Rs. 31,781 3 6 

Ditto disbursements have been •• 1,000 0 0 

Surplus receipts are therefore * . . • 30,781 3 6 

Balance due to the Fund on the 15th September 1834 . . Rs. 81,927 5 2 

27. In the 4th paragraph of my letter of the 24th April 1833 I expressed 
an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among those who 
had preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and other circumstances might 
render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Government. The 
results of the present census, however, induce me to abandon this intention, 
because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assistance towards 
defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should be prepared. It is 
a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which should be kept alive 
as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to Government for pecu- 
niary assistance, and during 1833-34 only three applications were received. 
In two of these cases a donation of< Rs. 400 was granted, and in the third, 
Rs. 200. I have no doubt that these grants will encourage other applicants 
to come forward, and as, of the number of female Jharejas now alive, as many 
as 463 are unmarried, 1 do not think the Fund should be trenched upon at 
present to a greater extent than is necessary to carry into effect the recom- 
mendations made in the 22nd paragraph of my report. 

28. To avoid delay, I have taken the liberty of forwarding this com- 
munication direct to Government ; but as soon as copies can be prepared, 
they will be forwarded for the information of the Political Commissioner for 
Guzerat. 

jn I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Kattywar Pol. Agent's Office^ Reghotj 24/A September 1834.* Political Agent* 

* The euclosuret to this report, being extremely voluminous, are omitted, with the exception 
of this Draft Proclamation. 
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Draft of a proposed Proclamation to he issued on the subject of Female 
Infanticide in Kattywar. 

The British Government having recently had under consideration the pre- 
valence of Female Infanticide in Western India, is pleased to declare it to be 
its fixed determination to put an end to so revolting and barbarous a practice. 
From returns lately received from the Political Agent stationed in Kattywar, 
it appears that although a considerable degree of success has attended the 
measures adopted in that province for the suppression of Infanticide, the crime 
is proved to be still committed, by the great disproportion observable in 
the number of male and female Jharejas. This melancholy fact, therefore, 
pressing itself upon the attention of Government, the Bight Honorable the 
Governor in Council considers it requisite to call upon the Chiefs of the 
Jhareja tribe to adhere to, and maintain within their respective districts the 
engagements they voluntarily and unconditionally entered into with Government 
twenty-live years ago, through the medium of their friend and benefactor, the 
late lamented Colonel Alexander Walker, to abandon the detestable and 
licinous custom of murdering their own offspring. 

His Lordship in Council further requires the active co-operation of the whole 
community of Kattywar in giving increased efficiency to the measures adopted 
for the extinction of Infanticide, the grossest stain that ever disgraced the hu- 
man race ; and hereby declares, that whoever shall afford information suflicicnt 
to convict any Jhareja of so inhuman a proceeding shall receive the protection 
of Government, and be rewarded in proportion to the rank and consequence of 
the party convicted. Humanity and a due regard to the precepts of their religion 
should induce the Hindoo part of the community in particular to aid, by every 
means in their power, the efforts of Goverimnent completely to suppress the 
crime. The Hindoo Shasters declare that he who commits Infanticide is 
guilty of a grievous sin,* equal to that of Gurbhutteca, or the murder of infants 
by causing abortion ; and to that of BrimTmtteea, or the murder of Brahmins. 
They in fact declare, that to kill one Brahmin is equal to killing 100 cows ; 
to kill one woman is equal to killing 100 Brahmins ; to kill one child of cither 
sex is equal to killing 100 women ; and to kill 100 children of either sex is an 
ofi’eiice too heinous for comparison. The punishment awarded is in propor- 
tion to the magnitude of the crime : the murderer is doomed to suffer the 
most dreadful torments in the hell called Neruk, and, when born again, will bo 
afflicted with leprosy or paralysis. 

With the view of enabling Government to ascertain how far the measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide are adhered to, the Political Agent has been 
instructed to make a full and complete census of the Jhareja population of Kat- 
tywar ; and the Chiefs of the tribe are hereby called upon to aid in the framing 
of this return, which, when completed, will at once enable Government to 

* From this playe to the end of the paragraph was, for reasons explained at page 461, omit- 
ted from the Proclamation as issued by order of Government on the 22nd November 1834. 
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detect where the crime is still committed. The Political Agent has also 
been directed to require from the Chiefs half-yearly, and himself to furnish 
annually, a statement exhibiting the number of births, deaths, marriages, and 
betrothals occurring within their respective jurisdictions ; and those who 
neglect to furnish this statement, or who may furnish an incorrect return, will 
be severely punished. 

As a measure of prevention against Infanticide, Government considers it 
expedient to suggest to the whole of the other Rajpoot tribes of Kattywar that 
they should refuse to give their own daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, 
except under a stipulation that the female issue of such marriage shall be 
cherished and preserved. 

The returns recently received from Kattywar show, in the undermentioned 
districts, such a great disparity between tlie number of male and female Jha- 
rejas as can only be accounted for by the continued prevalence of the dreadful 
crime in those places : — 


No. 

Talookas. 

Males 

alive. 

Fern ales 
alive. 

Excels of 
Males. 

1 

Drappa 

r>7 

10 

57 

2 

Moorvee 

61 

7 

54 

3 

Veer poor Khureree 

.52 

10 

42 

4 

Mooleelaclerec 

63 

14 

49 

5 

Scesaiig Chaiullec 

37 

13 

24 

f) 

Kotara Nyajcc 

24 

2 

22 

7 

Jhallia 

28 

11 

17 

8 

Rajpoora 

30 

2 

28 

9 

AVudalee 

8 

1 

7 

10 

Rajkot 

15 

3 

12 


The Chiefs of these districts are hereby warned, that should similar results 
be shown from the periodical returns hereafter to be furnished, they will be 
severely punished for not adhering to their engagements to renounce the 
crime. It will not be deemed sufficient by Government that they themselves 
shall adhere to their engagements to preserve their female children, but they 
are equally bound to secure that those engagements are observed by every 
member of their tribe subject to their authori'y. Should they neglect this 
w^arning, it will become requisite for the Government to take into considera- 
tion whether any relations can be maintained with Chiefs who act in such a 
manner as to prove themselves utterly regardless of the precepts of their 
religion, and of the best feelings of mankind. In seeking to abolish Infanti- 
cide, the British Government is not actuated by any motive of ambition or 
self-interest, but simply by aiijp^nxious desire to erase the foulest stain that 
ever attached to the name of man. The possessions of the Chiefs of Katty- 
war arc guaranteed to them, and protection is extended to them, on certain 
conditions, and it is the sincere wish of Government that they should continue 
to enjoy them, and all their privileges and immunities, free from molestation. 
The compact is, however, reciprocal and mutual, and the Chiefs have stipu- 
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lated that they will cease to disgrace humanity by destroying their own 
helpless offspring at the moment of its birth. Should they not adhere to 
this condition^ the compact is broken, the favour and protection of Govern- 
ment will be withdrawn, and the severest penalties be imposed until the 
inhuman custom is completely eradicated. 

It is more gratifying to Government to be able to notice some of the 
J liareja Chiefs in whose districts the crime has been wholly or in a great 
measure suppressed. The Jam of Nowanuggur is entitled to praise for the 
progress which has been made towards its complete extinction within his 
jurisdiction, which is to be attributed to the care taken by that Chief in 
enforcing a due observance of the cngageincnt he entered into for its suppres- 
sion. The British Government confidently relics on his continued exertions 
and co-operation in ensuring success to the measures it has adopted for the 
abolition of a custom which, owing its origin to avarice and a mistaken pride, 
reflects most seriously on the character of the tri})e, of which the Jam of 
Nowanuggur is in Katlywar the acknowledged head. 

Among the other Talookas, (loveiiiment is pleased to notice, in terms of high 
approbation, the following Chiefs as having ensured to themselves the favour 
and j)rotection “f Goveriiineiit for having adhered to their engagements : — 


No. 

Difetricls. 

Maks of 
and un- 
der 1>U. 

1 

Married. 

1 

Hetrotli- 

ed. 

Females. 

1 Unix.*, 
truthed. 

1 Deceus- 
j ed. 

Total. 

l^xcesa jlCxeessof 
of Mules. Feiimh’s. 

1 

1 

1 

Kcc.siirra 

12 

1 3 

2 

11 

1 

17 

i 

5 

2 

Moiiisiioc 

O' 


1 

;# 


0 



3 

Satodur Wawrcc. 

3S 

0 

.5 

13 


32 

6 





- 


— 








And at the same time to hold up to the tribe in general, as an example for 
imitation, the undermentioned Jharejas, who have preserved four and three 
daughters each : — • 


No. 


1 

2 

3 

I 

.5 

(i 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


Name. 


lieloiiging^ to 


I Jhareja Khaiijcc . . . . 

„ Bawajec 

„ Raibjce 

„ Dossajee 

„ Khaiitiirjec . . . 
„ Doodajee . . . . 

„ Babajec 

„ Bawajec i . . . . 

„ Mcgrajec 

„ Ilurbumjee . . . 

„ Sugajec * 

„ Joonajee 

„ Vursajec 

Khemane^ Roopabhaec. 
jjhafeja Lakajee 


{ Distriet. 

! Village. 

Nowanuggur .... 
Ditto .... 

Lalpoor .... 
Balwa 

Ditto .... 

Machurda . . 

Ditto .... 

Pecmjiurdee. . 

Ditto .... 

Ditto . . . 

Peepulyoo , . 
Seegueh .... 

Ditto 

Dauthana. . . . 

Ditto .... 

Fiissawoo .... 

Ditto .... 

Amra 

Ditto .... 

Cheekarcc . . 

Dherol 

Badliur .... 

Ditto 

Leehalloo .... 

Gondul Dorajcc. . . 

Janjmerc .... 

Veerpoor Khurerce. 

Mcttia 

Keesurra 

"Wurra 




! No. of 
Daughters. 

Four. 


? Three. 


Three. 

Four. 

ll'rhrcc. 


()0 g 
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Government have also derived the greatest satisfaction from observing that 
the returns show as many as eighty instances of Jharejas having preserved 
two daughters each. His Lordship in Council, with the view of testifying the 
sense he entertains of the meritorious conduct of the Chiefs and inferior 
Jharejas above alluded to, has instructed the Political Agent at Uajkot to grant 
remissions of tribute and lionorary presents to them. 

The British Government is pleased further to declare, that although it will 
always be more satisfactory to Government, and more creditable to the Jharejas 
themselves, for tlicnn to perform the first of parental duties, without seeking 
pecuniary aid from Government in defraying the expenses of the marriage of 
their children, nevertheless that the local Agent is authorised to receive and 
attend to applications when circumstances render such aid indispensable. 

In conclusion, tlie Right Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
annex to this proclamation a copy of the engagement by which every Jhareja 
Chief of Kattywar bound himself, twenty-five years ago, to discontinue the 
dreadful custom of Female Infanticide; and at the same time to declare it to 
be the fixed resolution of the British Government to maintain the same, and 
tliat any ])crsoti charged wdtli# having violated it will* either he placed on his 
trial for the heinous crime of ** child-murder** before the High Court of Criminal 
Justice recently established in Kattywar^ or be dealt with in such other mode 
as may be deemed most expedient, and conducive towards the complete sup- 
pression of the pra(;tice. 

Piiblislied by order of the Right Hon. the Governor in Council of Bombay, 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLouGiinY, 
Political Agent in Kattywar. 


From C. IS ORRIS, Fsq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. \ViLLoucHBY, Escj., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated 22nd November 1834. 

Sir, — I am directed ])y the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 24th September 1834, with 
enclosures, reviewing the measures pursued for the suppression of Female 
Infanticide amongst the Tiiarejas of Kattywar, and the results with which 
they have been attended, and suggesting further proceedings with the view of 
finally suppressing that inhuman custom. 

2. His Lordship in Council directs me in the first place to return to you 
his warmest thanks for your interesting and able report, which displays through- 
out an unremitting zeal in the cause of humanity, united with the soundest 
judgment and discretion in tlBating of the measures best calculated to effect 
the abolition of the barbarous practice in question. 

* For reasons explained in paragraph 5 of the following page (461), the words printed in 
Italics in the coneluding paragraph of the Draft Proclamation were omitted by order ol 

Government from the Proclamation as issued on the 22nd November 1834. 
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3. The forms of the returns Yfhich accompanied your letter are lucid and 
well devised, and the judicious measures taken by you to test their accuracy 
warrant a confidence in their general correctness ; and the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council is happy to express his entire concurrence in the 
conclusions at which you have arrived, after analysing the returns in the able 
way you have done in paragraphs 6 to 1 1 of your report, that improvement 
is progressive, and that a cheering prospect exists of ultimate success.” 

4. The measures suggested in the 13th to 16th paragraphs of your de- 
spatch are entirely approved by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, 
and the expense of the establishment required for the preparation of the 
proposed census and returns, as stated in the 13th paragraph, is sanctioned 
by his Lordship in Council, and will be borne, as you recommend, by the 
Infanticide Fund. 

5. The proclamation by Government, which you propose to promul- 

gate throughout the peninsula, is approved by his Lordship in Council, 
with two exceptions: the degree of criminality attaching to Infanticide, 
compared with other crimes, as taken from the Shasters, the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council thinks may without disadvantage be 
omitted in a p;Oclamation by the British Government ; and his Lordship in 
Council prefers, upon the whole, that the denouncement of punishment, 
towards the conclusion of the proclamation, against those who continue to 
commit the crime, shall be general, rather than it should be specified that the 
offender should be tried by the Kattywar High Court of Judicature, or 
otlierwise dealt with. Seven hundred lithograplied copies of the proclamation, 
altcnid as above, in the Guzorathee language, will accordingly be prepared, 
and furnished to you as soon as possible, for promulgation. To each copy of 
the proclamation will also be appended a copy of the renewed engagement 
entered into in 1812* by the Jam of Nowanuggur, the head of the Jhareja 
tribe in Kattywar. ^ 

6. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council prefers the general 
promise of reward to informers in cases of Infanticide, on conviction, propor- 
tioned to the rank and power of the offender, as contained in the proposed 
proclamation, to the graduated scale proposed by Major Carnac. 

7. The following, therefore, is the system which is approved by the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, with regard to cases of Infanticide : — The 
Political Agent will institute a preliminary investigation, and, if persuaded of 
the guilt of tlie party, will make a report to Government, and suggest in each 
case the course to be pursued, with reference to the actual circumstances, the 
rank of the offender, and other considerations of importance, — whether the 
guilty party should be at once punished by a fine, or in any other way, or 
wheAer the case should be tried by the High Court of Criminal Judicature 
for Kattywar. 

8. The tenor of the 20th pars^apb of your report, relative to the general 

* Vide page 387 of this Selection. 
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notice which the proclamation intimates will be taken of Chiefs within whose 
Talookas Infanticide is found to prevail is cojicurred in by the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council ; and his Lordship in Council also entirely 
approves of the circular letter which, in the 21st paragraph, you propose to 
issue to Rajpoot Chiefs in Kattywar, calling upon each, when giving his 
daughter in marriage to a Jhareja, to make it a stipulation that tlie issue of the 
union shall be preserved, and to oblige every Rajpoot subject to him to do 
the same. 

9. His Lordship in Council has much satisfaction in sanctioning the rewards 
enumerated in the 22nd paragraph of your report, to be bt>i rie by the Infan- 
ticide Fund, and approves, also, the communication which you j>ropose to 
make to the Jam of Nowanuggur, as stated in the 23rd paragraph. 

10. The Resident in Kutch will be directed to make known to you the 
steps taken for the abolition (d' Infanticide in that province, and their result ; 
and the Right Honorable the (lovernor in Council requests that you will on 
all occasions communicate freely on this interesting topic with that officer, to 
whom corresponding instructions will 1)C issued. 

11. In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in CouikuI directs 
me to observe, that he views your exertions in tliis all-iin[)ortant cjause with 
peculiar satisfaction, and exhorts you to a continuance of those efforts which 
have so justly entitled your proceedings now reviewed to the unqualified appro- 
bation and acknowledgments of Government. 

I have the honour to bc', &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay CastlCy 22nd November 1834. Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Gove ninent, Bombay. 

Dated PoorbundeVy \2th April 1835. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council the joint proceedings’^ of Captain Lang 
and myself in investigatingra charge of Infantii ide, preferred in October last 
against Jhareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government, and which I regret to state has been most clearly established. 

2. A summary of the evidence by which the charge is supported, accom- 
panied by remarks in elucidation, will be the best mode of explaining the 
circumstances under which this revolting instance of child-murder was 
perpetrated, and how it has ^imately been brought to light. 

3. On the information of a Jhareja of respectability, who had been induced 
cordially to aid my endeavours to give full effect to the measures in force for the 

• The proceedings which accompanied this report, being voluminous, are qmitted from this 
Selection ; their substance is given in this report of Mr. Willoughby’s. 
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suppression of Infanticide, it was ascertained that one of Soorajee’s wives gave 
birth to a daughter on the 9th of Ashwin Vud, Sumvut 1890 (cor^jesponding 
with the 6th of November 1833), and that immediately after birth it died, no 
care being taken to preserve it. 

4. It was further ascertained that the undermentioned persons were in 
attendance on the occasion : — 

I. The wife of Walund Kuchra, in the capacity of midwife. 

II. The widow of Patel Mandun, a friend of the child’s mother. 

III. Jethee, and IV. Kooeree, slave girls in attendance on the mother. 

V. Several Brahmins in attendance outside the room where the birth 
occurred, for the purpose of noting down the Wela, or the precise time of birth, 
had a son been bprn. 

It is here necessary to premise, that the accusation against Soorajee was in 
some degree corroborated by the fact that no birth in his family, correspond- 
ing with the one alluded to, was entered in the register of Jhareja children of 
Rajkot, forming No. 5 of the returns accompanying my report on Infanticide 
dated the 24th of September 1834. 

5. Nuthoo Bhut, the first witness examined, deposed before Captain Lang 
that one of Sooi-ajee’s wives gave birth to a daughter in the month of Ashwin 
(October or November) 1833 ; that he is aware of the event, because he accom- 
panied another Brahmin, whose duty it was to note down the Wcia, or hour 
of birth, in the hope of receiving a present ; that when he arrived at the Dur- 
bar he was informed a daughter had been born and preserved, upon learning 
which he returned home, knowing that no present would be made on account 
of the birth of a daughter. Finally, he docs not know whether the child died 
a natural death. 

6. Kuttunba, wife of Walund Kuchra, deposed before Captain Lang that 
she occasionally acts as midwife ; that a few days before the Dewalec of 1833 
(11th November), she was summoned bj^ a slave girl, named Jethee, to attend 
the younger wife of Soorajee in her confinement ; that when she arrived, the 
widow of Mandun Patel and a slave girl named Kooeree were in the room ; 
that the Baee had just been delivered of a daughter, which Kooeree was 
holding on the bed ; that the deponent was directed to remove the after-birth, 
and while engaged in attendance on the mother, the slave girl, Jethee, took 
up the infant and carried it outside, together with the after-birth ; that when 
she reached the house the child was not as it ought to have been, but seemed 
gasping ; that she does not know whether any violence was used, but the 
infant was not quite dead when it W’as carried out by Jethee. Finally, depo- 
nent is certain that the after-birth was not separated from the infant whilst it 
was in the room. The mother cried out, but said nothing. 

7. Captain Lang remarks that this witness gave her evidence very reluc- 
tantly, and not until she was aware that the widow of Patel Mandun was like- 
wise in atten^pnee. This appeared to give her confidence, and to convince 
her that concealment was useless. She was on the same day re-examined in 
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my presence, when, without any hesitation, she repeated the evidence she had 
given before Captain Lang, with the addition of the material circumstance that 
one day after the birth she visited the mother, and found her crying, because, 
as the slave girls stated, her child had been put to death. 

8. Rooree, the widow of Patel Mandun, deposed before Captain Lang, that 
nine or ten months since she was sent for by Soorajee’s younger wife, to 
attend her in childbed ; that when she arrived, she found her in labour, and 
almost immediately after she was delivered of a daughter, a slave girl, named 
Kooeree, being also present ; that the birth was quite natural, and at maturity, 
and that the midwife arrived just after it had taken place ; that when born the 
child was quite alive, but it was never separated from the after-birth, and was 
immediately carried away by the slave Jethee ; the mother cried out, and said 
her fate was hard ; the midwife had arrived before the infant was removed, and 
deponent is quite certain that when carried out it was still alive. 

9. This witness gave her testimony without hesitation ; and on her re-exa- 
mination before me, she repeated it without any material variation, but with 
the following additional particulars : that the child cried after it was born ; that 
when the midwife arrived, and ascertained the sex of the infant, she was about 
to return home, when the slave girls requested her to remain until the after- 
birth had come away ; that the mother made no attempt to preserve the infants 
fearing that if she did so her husband would put her away, because on a 
former occasion Soorajee had abstained from ail intercourse with his first wife 
for seven or eight months, because she had saved a daughter against his will. 
Finally, the infant was carried away, with the after-birth attached, and was, 
consequently, murdered ; but deponent does not know how it was disposed 
of after removal from the room in which it was born. 

10. Jetha Bhut, the officiating Brahmin of the family of the Rajkot Chief, 
deposed before Captain Lang that one of Soorajee’s wives was delivered of a 
daughter about the Dewalee of 18J33; but in his re-examination before me, 
he merely deposed to the fact of a birth having occurred in the Chieftain’s 
family* about the period of that festival, and feigned ignorance respecting the 
sex of the child. 

11. Thus far, the inqui^ was carried on without the Chief being informed 
of the serious accusation that had been made against him. It must be obvi- 
ous, that in investigating cases of Infanticide, more especially when, as in the 
present instance, the party accused possesses influence and power at the place 
where the crime is alleged to have been committed, the forms usual in judicial 
inquiries generally cannot be strictly adhered to. To ensure detection, and 
ultimate conviction, secrecy is at first requisite, to prevent intimidation ; and to 
overcome the reluctance tuSS apprehensions of witnesses, promises of protec- 
tion against the resentment of the accused must be liberally bestowed and 
&ithfully fulfilled. 

12. At this stage of the proceedings, however, I deemed it expedient to 
send for Soorajee, for the purpose of apprising him of the charge, and to hear 
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what he had to say in his defence. The Chief accordingly visited me on the 
13th of October last, and his replies to the interrogatories put to him are re- 
corded on my proceedings. It is, however, worthy of observation, that the 
result of the examination of the preceding witnesses had transpired, and that 
before he visited me I had learned what was to be the nature of his defence. 
Before any question was put to him, the Chief betrayed his knowledge of the 
cause of the interview by asking me, — How could child-murder occur in the 
immediate vicinity of the Political Agent ? ” He then acknowledged that one of 
his wives gave birth to a daughter some time between the Dusera and Dewalee 
festivals (/. e. between the 22nd October and 11th November 1833), but that, 
as the birth was premature, at eight months, it was not entered in the register 
he had recently furnished. The infant lived about an hour, and his Karbarees 
must have been aware of the event. The women alluded to by the witnesses 
before referred to were in attendance on his wife, and the midwife could 
testify the birth was premature. 

13. It now occurred to me that, provided I could obtain the attendance of 
the slave girls .letliee and Kooeree, without affording them an opportunity of 
communicating with their master, I might be able to elicit some further infor- 
mation regard iiig this transaction: 1 therefore, whilst Soorajee was with 
me, summoned them, without stating the object 1 had in view in sending 
for them. 

14. From Jethee, who no doubt was the principal agent by whom the 
infant was murdered, nothing could be extracted. She asserted that the birth 
was premature and still-born ; but it is unnecessary to dwell on her evidence, 
because its falsity is placed beyond a doubt by her having asserted, in oppo- 
sition to the father’s admission, and to the evidence of all the other witnesses 
examined, that the infant born was a son, and not a daughter. 

15. In the first instance, the other slave girl told, with evident preparation, 
nearly the same story as Jethee. In her cross-examination, however, after 
much prevarication, she first admitted tfiat the infant was of the female sex, 
and ultimately, after having obtained promises of protection against ill usage 
for declaring the truth, stated as follows : that she was present when the child 
was born ; that it was born alive, and cried ; that she cannot say whether the 
mother had gone the full time, because she had only arrived from Choora 
eight days before the birth. Her mistress cried because the child was not 
preserved. The after-birth was placed upon the infant’s mouth, according to 
the custom of Jharejas ; this was done by the midwife, by the direction of the 
mother, who cried very much. On a former occasion, the mother preserved 
a daughter, in consequence of which her husband Soorajee separated from her 
for eight months. The mother did not suffer more than usual in cases of 
child-birth, and the child did not appear prematurely bom, and was quite 
alive when the midwife arrived ; no attempt was made to preserve it, and 
when carried out of the room by Jethee it was dead, fiom the after-birth 
having been placed upon its mouth (to prevent respiration). . 
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16. The slave girl Jethee having been recalled^ was confronted with this 
witness, who repeated in her presence the account above given of the circum- 
stances under which the murder was perpetrated ; this, however, produced no 
effect on the former, but she declared, with tlie greatest effrontery, that her 
own statement was the true one. 

17. On the 1 7th of October following, Soorajee requested an interview with 
me, to which I immediately acceded. Tie stated that the object of his visit was 
to solicit me to desist from iny intention of placing his possessions under at- 
tachment. In reply, I informed him that I certainly had resolved to adopt this 
measure, pending a reference to Government respecting the cruel instance of 
Infanticide which was proved to liave been committed in his house, in violation 
of the engagement which his father had entered into with Colonel Walker, to 
renounce the unnatural practice for ever. On this occasion, neither the Chief 
himself, nor a confidential person of his own tribe who accompanied him, made 
any attempt to deny the charge, but by their demeanour clearly showed that 
they considered it as satisfactorily established. 1 therefore recommended the 
Chief to express contrition for his offence, to throw himself on the mercy of 
Government, and to promise hereafter to abstain from a j)ractice which Iiad so 
long disgraced his tribe. At the same time, I held out no promise which would 
interfere with Government dealing with the case in such manner as might be 
judged most expedient. The Chief still made no denial of the charge, but, 
after privately consulting with Ilalarjcc, tlie Jhareja above alluded to, lie 
expressed a wish to return home, and promised to give an answer the follow- 
ing day, when he came jirepared to deny the charge, and, under the influence 
of his family and other advisers, stated he had nothing to confess, or for which 
to express contrition. It must, however, be evident that Soorajee, by solicit- 
ing time for consideration previous to giving an answer to my suggestions, 
tacitly admitted the crime imputed to him, and that his subsequent denial 
was the result of the consultation with his family, 

18. After this last interview, I placed the whole of the Chiefs possessions 
under attachment. I should have adopted this measure under any circum- 
stances, from the impression it is calculated to produce throughout the country, 
of the fixed determination of the British Government to eradicate the dreadful 
crime of Infanticide fro^ this province. In the present case, however, it was 
also recommended by the rights of Government being in danger from the 
Chiefs mismanagement of his resources, which has occasioned a considerable 
accumulation of the debt due to his Hameedar (security) under our guarantee. 

I availed myself, however, of the opportunity to assign as the reason for the 
sequestration, the violation by the Chief of Colonel Walker’s settlements for 
the suppression of InfanticiS^. 

19. I had commenced this report, when severe illness compelled me to 
proceed to the Presidency on sick certificate, which will satisfactorily account 
for the delay which has occurred in its transmission. 

20. It is now my duty, in conformity with the instructions contained in 
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the 7th paragraph* of your letter dated the 22nd of November last, to suggest 
the course to be pursued against the Chief of Uajkot. He is of the age of 
twenty-two, and, in rank, takes precedence of all but three of the Jhareja 
families of Kattywar. No circumstances exist which render him deserving of 
personal consideration. He has not even expressed contrition for the heinous 
crime he has committed ; he is evidently alarmed for the consequences 
that may ensue, but he does not appear to feel ashamed of the unnatural deed 
he has perpetrated. Tlie evidence against him is clear and conclusive, and 
Government possesses the undoubted right to inflict whatever punishment it 
deems most advisable. Although, however, I do not consider Soorajee to 
possess any claim to consideration personally, on other grounds I am induced 
to recommend that in this, the first case of Infanticide that has ever yet been 
clearly proved in Kattywar, justice should be tempered with mercy ; the 
chief motive for wliich is, that extreme severity would, in my opinion, be 
injurious to our future efforts to effect the complete extinction of the practice. 
It must be obvious that, to secure this, we must enlist the feelings of the 
community on our side, so that they may be induced to view the custom with 
general execration, and to aid our endeavours to w ipe away so foul a blot on 
humanity. V'f e must (more especially in the first instances that are brought 
to light) avoid the danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thcrc'by deterring persons from informing against tlicm who might otherwise 
be disposed to do so. In short, unless W'e arc able to carry public opinion 
w'ith us, and inflict such penalties only as arc likely to be recognised as just by 
the respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of 
humanity w'ill he long retarded, or may altogetlier fail. I think, also, some 
regard is due to the feelings under which the Jhareja acted who gave infor- 
mation against Soorajee ; for I am quite satisfied he never would have come 
forward had he thought that the fimnal trial of his Chief would have ensued, 
or that any other punishment would be inflicted beyond a fine, and exacting 
security against the recurrence of the oft'ence. 

21. The following, therefore, is the course which I would respectfully re-* 
commend for the consideration of the Kight Honorable the Governor in 
Council : — 

I. — That a fine of Rs. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the Infanticide Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until it 
is paid. 

II. — That he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the secu- 
rity of two or three of the principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance of the same. 

III. — That an additional article be inserted in this contract, providing that, 
on any expected biiih in his family, the Chief is to advise the Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to take measures for ascertaining the result, and 
for securing Jbhe fulfilment of the engagement. 

* Vide page 461. 
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IV. — That he be required to dismiss from his service Joeta, Buiwunt, and 
Dulput, Mehtas, declaring them incapable of being re-cmployed by him, and 
requiring them to leave his territory ten days after the receipt of the order. 

V. — That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of his estate, and to such other punishment as Government may 
see fit to award. 

22. I think that on these conditions the Chief may be pardoned. The 
amount of the fine is suggested with reference to his resources and embarrass- 
ments ; the tliird and fourth conditions will, I have no doubt, be considered 
humiliating, but they are justified by the circumstances of the case. With 
regard to the Mehtas, I beg to explain that for many years past they have had 
the exclusive management of the Rajkot Talooka ; they have greatijr abused 
their trust, and enriched themselves at their master’s expense. In 1»25, the 
whole of the Rajkot Bhyad petitioned against them, and Major Barnewall, in 
consequence, removed them from authority, and declined having any communi- 
cation with them ; they reinstated themselves in power during Mr. Blanc’s 
agency ; but their dismission and expulsion is now expedient, — 1 j»^, for having 
failed to communicate the destruction of Soorajee’s daughter, although, from 
their situation, tliey could not liavc been ignorant of the event ; 2nd, for hav- 
ing been instrumental in furnishing me with a false return of the Jhareja 
children of Rajkot, and for having, when expressly questioned by me on the 
subject, declared this return to ho correct. I greatly rely on the efficacy of 
this measure ; the example will be salutary, and induce this class to give 
information against those who may violate the engagements in force to dis- 
continue the practice of Infanticide. 

23. I regret to state that Jhareja Morjee, the person through whose agency 
the present case of Infanticide has been principally brought to light, is since 
dead, as reported in the annexed letter from Caj)tain Lang. This event is 
much to be dejdored, us it has deprived me of an agent on whose future exer- 
tions I had so much reason to rely. Taking into consideration Morjcc’s 
rank ; that he was a member of the tribe among whom Infanticide prevails, and 
connected with Soorajee, whose favour and protection he forfeited by inform- 
ing against him ; coupled with my conviction that he was not influenced by 
sordid motives, but by a detestation of the revolting crime, and a sincere desire 
that it should no longer disgrace his tribe, — it was my intention, had he lived, 
to have recommended him to the peculiar favour of Government ; but this 
intention has been frustrated by his death, and it now only remains to testify 
the high sense entertained of his benevolence, and the moral courage he exhi- 
bited, by holding up his example to otliers, and by bestowing suitable marks 
of favour upon his family : Ftherefore beg to recommend that the presents 
proposed by Capt|iin Lang, viz. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver 
bangles, should be sanctioned, and that, in addition thereto, a remission of 
one-half of the tribute and Zoor Tulbee payable during the present year from 
Gowreedur should be granted to his family. 
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24. In the prosecution of this inquiry, assistance was received from a 
Mehta out of employ, at Rajkot, named Judoorara, and, in reward for his 
services, I beg to suggest a present of Rs. 200. The whole of these disburse- 
ments will of course be debited to the Infanticide Fund. 

25. In conclusion, I have great gratification in acknowledging the valuable 
assittance I have derived from Captain Lang during the investigation of the 
charge against Soorajee. 

26. To obviate further delay, my report is transmitted direct to Govern- 
ment, and a copy will be furnished for the information of the Political Com- 
Riissioner for Guzerat. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) .1. P. Willoughby, 

Poorbunder, 1 2th April 1 835. Political Agent. 


From Captain W. Lang, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, 

To J. P. WiLLOUGiiijy, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated Qth December 1834. 

Sir, — It is v. th much regret that I report to you the death, on the 25th ultimo, 
of Morjee, the Jharcja Grassia of Gowreedur ; an event which, happening 
as it has done so soon after the conviction of the Rajkot Chief of the inhuman 
crime of Infanticide, which, you are aware, was effected chiefly by his means, 
is the more to be lamented, since, in addition to the almost irreparable loss the 
cause of humanity has sustained in the demise of a .Jhareja Rajpoot who had 
not only good sense enough to abjure the horrid practice of Infanticide because 
it was prescribed by the British Government, but, as I firmly believe, suffi- 
cient principle to detest the crime for itself, and to volunteer to come forward 
to denounce it when practised by other members of his tribe, his sudden 
death is not unlikely to be connected (in ihe minds of so prejudiced a race as 
the Natives of this province are, especially in such matters), with his exertions 
in that cause, which ought, on the contrary, to render his name revered, 
amongst them. 

2. To counteract, as far as we can, the evil effects which might arise from 
such ideas, and to evince to the community in general the high sense of his 
services and respect for his memory entertained by the British Government, I 
deem it my duty to recommend, in the strongest manner, that the sum of 
Rs. 1,000 should be presented to the family, to assist them in defraying the 
expenses of his Dyara, and that a further present of a pair of bangles, or any- 
thing else which may be considered more eligible, be made to his eldest son. 
I address this letter to you in consequence of your having the Rajkot Infanti- 
cide case in hand, and my knowing that it was your intentfbn to recommend 
the employment of the deceased on a small allowance from the Infanticide Fund. 

3. I beg to add that, at the urgent request of Merojee, the eldest son of 
Morjee, I have advanced the sum of Rs. 1,000, including the price of a small 
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supply of opium from the warehouse, which, in the event of my present suc:- 
grstion not being complied with, will he recovered by instalments from the 
revenues of Govvreedur. 

1 have the honour to be, ^c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

i]th December 1834. Assistant Political Agent in charge. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Fsq., Political Agent in Kattywar. • 

Dated Domhay Castle, 2nd June 1 835. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Eight ITonorable the Governor in Council to. 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 12th April, submitting for 
the consideration of Government the joint proceedings of Captain Lang and 
yourself, in investigating a charge of Infanticide preferred in October last 
against Jhareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government. 

In reply, I am instructed to intimate to you that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council highly approves the humanity and ability with which you 
have in this instance followed uj) your former very meritorious exertions for 
the suppression of the atrocious crime of Infanticide. You are requested to 
convey a similar assurance of the approbation of Government to Captain Lang, 
who has so effectively seconded your efforts. 

The evidence adduced bcibre you and Captain Lang incontestably, I am 
desired to state, establishes the guilt of the Chief of Rajkot ; and the barbarous 
insensibility which that Chief has evinced on the occasion proves him to have 
little claim to forgiveness. At the same time, the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council entirely concurs in the judicious and enlightened obser- 
vations contained in the 20th paragraph of y. ur letter, with respect to the 
principles and considerations by which we ought to be guided in dealing with 
this inhuman offender. 

In the 21st paragraph you recommend the following measures for the 
consideration of Governioent, viz : — 

I. — That a fine of Hs. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the Infanticide Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until 
it is paid. 

II. — That he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the 
security of two or three ^ the principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance 
of the same. 

III. — That an%dditional article be inserted in this cdntract, providing that, 
on any expected birth in his family, the Chief is to advise the Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to take measures for ascertaining the result, and 
for securing the fulfilment of the engagement. 
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IV. — That he be required to dismiss from his service Joeta, Bulwunt, and 
Dulputy Mehtas, declaring them incapable of being re-employed by him, and 
requiring them to leave his territory ten days after the receipt of the order. 

V. — That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of his estate, and to such other punishment as Government may 
see fit to award. 

These measures are ^entirely approved of by the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council, as being sufficient, under the circumstances of the case, 
for the punishment of the crime committed, and as promising to be efficacious 
in preventing the perpetratio/i of like enormities in future. 

The death of Jhareja Morjec, to whom the detection of this case of Infan- 
ticide was principally owing, as reported in the 23rd paragraph of your letter, 
is an event, I am directed to observe, much to be deplored ; nor would it be 
free from suspicion of having been occasioned by unfair means, but that, if 
ground for such an idea existed, it would scarcely have escaped disclosure by 
Captain Lang. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has no hesi- 
tation in marking his sense of the deceased Morjee’s merit, by authorising you to 
bestow on his family those tokens of approbation which Captain Lang has so 
properly recor' mended, viz. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver bangles. 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is also pleased to authorise 
the presentation by you of Rs. 200 to the PJehta who rendered you his assist- 
ance during the investigation of the charge against Soorajee, as recommended 
in the 24th paragraph of your letter ; debiting the whole of these disbursements 
to the Infanticide Fund. 

It has not of course escaped you, I am directed to observe, to use all 
proper means for the protection of the female witnesses through whose 
evidence the Chiefs guilt was brought home to him, as they appear to be 
persons in his power. 

The example which in this instance i^ to be made of the Chief of Rajkot 
will, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council trusts, produce a salutary 
effect, not merely on the surrounding Chiefs, but on the Jhareja population of 
Rajkot, among whom the census, reported by you in your letter of the 24th 
September 1834, proves that the crime of Infanticide was of frequent occurrence. 

A copy of this letter will be communicated to the Political Commissioner, 
for his information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

2nd t/iurae 1 835. (Signed) C. Norris, Chief Secretary. 

From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated^V^th June 1835. 

Sir, — With reference to the 23rd paragraph* of your letter dated the 12th 
April, No. 6&of 1835, wherein you recommend that, in addition to the dona- 

* Vide page 468, 
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tion proposed by Captain Lang, a remission of one-half of the tribute and 
Zoor Tulbee payable during the present year from Gowreedur should be 
granted to the family of the deceased Jhareja Morjee, to whom the detection 
of the crime of Infanticide committed by Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, 
was principally owing, I am directed to intimate to you that the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council is pleased to accede to your recommendation 
and accordingly authorises you to grant the said remi#sion to the family of the 
late Jhareja, as a mark of the sense entertained by Government of his merit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

YJth June 1835. (Signed) C. ^Norris, Chief Secretary.* 

From Captain W. Lang, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To the Political Commissioner for Guzerat. 

Dated Rajkot, Wth February 1836. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council, that I was yesterday enabled to remove the 

* The |)rorceilings at pages 462 to 4/2 of this Sclcetioii having been reported to the Honor- 
able the Court of Directors, that authority in reply, in a despatch dated the 27th April 183(5 
(No. 2), remarked as follows : — 

Mr, Willoughby’s report on the effect of our measures for the suppression of Infanticide 
in Kattywar is higlily creditable to him, and is, on the nhole, satisfactory ; for though it 
shows that the practice still prevails very extensively, it shows, also, that a great and pro- 
gressive decrease has been produced by the efforts of the British (lovernmcut. It is 
impossible not to concur in the observations of Mr. AVilloughhy when he says that, ' to effect 
the coni()lcte extinction of the practice, we must enlist the feelings of the community on our 
side. We must (more especially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, thereby deterring persons from inform- 
ing against them who miglit otherwise he disposed to do so. In short, unless we are able to 
c.'irry public opinion with us, and inflict such ])cnalties onlv as arc likely to be recognised as 
just by the tespeetable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity 
will be long retariicd, or may altogether fail.’ On these grounds, wc should have disapproved 
of the infliction upon the Chief of Rajkot (who was proved to have, in violation of his engage- 
ment. destroyed his female infant) of any severer penalty than that which you have imposed 
upon him, and which is us follows : — 

“ I. — That a fine of Ks. li,(K)0 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to the Infanticide 
Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until it is paid. 

II.— Tliat he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and family are 
already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the security of two or three of the 
principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance of the same. 

“ III. — That an additional article be inserted in this contract, providing that, in any expected 
birth in his family, the Chief is to^dvisc the Political Agent of the same, to enable him to take 
measures for ascertaining the resi^ and for securing the fulfilment of the engagement. 

“ 1 V.— ^That he be required to dismiss from his service Joeta, Bulwv.nt, and Dulput, Mehtas» 
declaring them incapable of being re-employed by him, and requiring them to leave his territory 
tea days after the receipt of the order. 

‘‘ V.— That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to a forfeiture of 
bis estate, and to such other punishment as Government may see fit to award.*' 
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attacliment imposed upon the Rajkot Talooka on the 17th October 1834, in 
consequence of the violation by Soorajee, its Chief, of Colonel Walker's settle- 
ments for the suppression of Female Infanticide, it having been clearly proved 
that that inhuman crime was committed in Soorajee’s own family, in the month 
of October or November 1833, as reported in Mr. Willoughby’s letter of the 
12th April last.* 

2. On receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Norris’s reply to that communication, 
dated 2nd June 1835, Soorajee was required by letter to pay the fine of 
Rs. 12,000, to dismiss the three Karbarees, and to enter into the engagements 
suggested in the 21st paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, and approved 
of by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council. He was also distinctly 
informed that a repetition of the offence would subject him to a forfeiture of his 
Talooka, and such other punishment as Government might think fit to inflict. 

3. After the attachment was imposed, the Chief was told that business 
could not be conducted with the Karbarees he then had, and this soon led to 
their leaving Rajkot, and taking up their residence at Sirdhar, of the same 
Talooka. They still, however, retained considerable underhand influence 
with Soorajee and his advisers, until the order arrived for their being sent out 
of the Talookr^ which was immediately enforced. He has now, I believe, 
given up all dependence upon them, and has, in one or two visits he has paid 
me, expressed a wish to examine the accounts of their management. I have 
always told him, in reply, that he ought to have done this long ago ; but as 
they have now left his jurisdiction, he had better, in the first instance, ascer- 
tain from them whether they are willing to submit the accounts on both sides 
to a Punchayct, both parties giving Sowkar security for any balance which 
may be determined against either. The dismissed Karbarees would in all 
probability consent to a settlement of this kind for their own sakes ; and 
after the step we have already taken, it appears to me highly desirable to 
avoid all further interference. Soorajee has lately entertained, in their room, 
a very respectable Karbaree, Motee Paruk, formerly of the Drangdra Talooka, 
and of late years manager of the Saela Chief’s affairs. 

4. There has been some difficulty in getting two Chiefs to enter into the 
necessary security engagements for Soorajee. lie at first offered the Chiefs 
of Saela and Choora, to which Talooka his two wives belong, and Mr. Wil- 
loughby agreed to accept them. They have both, however, since refused, and 
the security of the Raja of Wankaneer was in consequence tendered to that 
officer before his departure ; and on his agreeing to take it, the engagement 
required was drawn out, and approved of by him. A translate of this docu- 
ment is annexed (No. 1). The Jhareja Chief of Kotra Sanganee has since 
been offered as the other security, and I have taken a similar engagement 
from him. Mr. Willoifghby, in his report, suggests that the security of Jha- 
reja Chiefs should be required; but he afterwards thought that of the 


* Vide pages 462 to 469 of this Selection. 



474 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


other caste, Rajpoots, who give their daughters to the Jharejas, would be 
equally good. One of each has now been obtained, the Raja of Wankaneer 
being of the Jhalla tribe; and I hope this will be approved of. I likewise annex 
translate of Soorajee’s reply to Mr. Willoughby’s letter (No. 2), acquainting 
him with the decision of Government, as this contains the only renewed 
engagement which has been taken from him. Should any more formal agree- 
ment to renounce Infanticide, and give information of expected births in his 
family, be required, the Chief is willing to give it. 

5. Nothing further was necessary as far as the charge of Infanticide was 
concerned, except the payment of the fine ordered to bo levied ; but there 
has been another difficulty to contend with before it was possible to remove 
the attachment, viz. making a provision for the licjuidation of the arrears due 
to the Hameedar, or security for the tribute under our guarantee, as alluded to 
in the 18th paragraph of the late Political Agent's letter above mentioned. 
On a settlement of accounts between the parties up to 2nd Magh Shoodh 1892 
(corresponding with 20th January last), the balance was reported to me to be 
Us. 45,000. As it had been formerly ascertained, however, that the Sowkar 
had included in his account some private pecuniary transactions with the 
Chief, I had before required him to produce his Chopras (books), in order 
that I might be able to decide how much of the amount ought properly to be 
considered within our guarantee. Every possible objection was oftered to this, 
and some with a show of reason, particularly that the private tmnsactions took 
place many years ago, and on the mortgage of the Mandavee, or customs of 
Rajkot, which are not literally included in the written agreement regarding 
the tribute, although they, of course, come within the general provision made 
therein, that, in the event of tlie mortgage proving insufficient to repay the 
Sowkar for his advances on account of tribute, the whole resources of the 
Talooka shall be included. 

6. The Chief was not by any m^ans anxious to press the examination of 
the accounts, and expressed his desire to pay the private debt likewise, which 
it is of course but just that he should do. The existence of such, however, 
gave me considerable latitude in arguing with the Sowkar, and I had but little 
difficulty in persuading^both parties to consent to an arrangement, by which 
the interest upon the jTebt, which has been going on at twelve per cent., should 
cease from the date of the last settlement of accounts already referred to, and 
the balance be paid off by annual instalments, to bear interest at nine per 
cent., after the date fixed for the payment of each. 

7. I required the Chief in the meantime to pay the sum of Rs. 12,000 
towards the liquidation of the debt, besides giving me security for the whole 
of the current year’s demInd. This, I am happjr to state, he has succeeded in 
doing, and the Sowkar has agreed to accept the balanbe, Rs. 33,000, in three 
annual instalments, payable on 2nd Falgoon Shoodh, which will fall this year 
on the 1 8th instant, and commencing in Sumvut 1893 (a. d. J837). A writ- 
ing to this effect has accordingly been drawm out and signed by the Chief ^ 
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and on my guaranteeing the provisions it contains, the Sowkar is willing to 
return the present Mootalib (security engagem(?nt) receipted ip full, the period 
for which he was responsible for the tribute having last year expired. The 
fine of Rs. 12,000 was then paid into the treasury, without our having to assist 
in raising the money, or becoming responsible to any one for its repayment ; 
and upon this I at once consented to remove the attachment. 

8. I have not pledged myself in any way to the Sowkar, but, on the con- 
trary, told him distinctly, tliat if the present arrangement is not approved of, it 
will be absolutely necessary that he should produce his Chopras (account 
books). I beg, however, to recommend, in the strongest manner, that it 
should be adopted. It is most favourable, I consider, for the Chief, and per- 
fectly equitable *as far as the Sowkar is concerned ; otherwise he would not so 
readily have agreed to it. I annex (No. 3) translate of the simple engagement 
requiring our guarantee, in case it is approved of ; by which it will be observed 
that if the Chief acts up to his agreement, his Talooka will be free from this 
embarrassment in three years. I have every reason to expect, from the charac- 
ter of his present Karbaree, that the strictest attention will be paid to the 
regular payment of the tribute, and the instalments of arrears as they fall due ; 
and on this gr '»und have only required the Chief s own engagement to pay the 
tribute, besides agreeing with the Karbaree that he is to furnish Sowkar secu- 
rity each year, both for our dues and the amount of instalment, before begin- 
ning to collect the revenues, 

9. Much credit is due to the new Karbaree, Motec Paruk, for having 
already done so much, and effected such (avoiirable arrangements for the future, 
in order to extricate Soorajee from his embarrassments ; and should the plan 
now proposed meet with the approbation of the Right Honorable the (iovernor 
in Council, I would strongly recommend that a small present of cloths, say 
of the value of Rs. 150, should be made to that individual. Any such mark 
of favour would have the effect of inducing the Chief of Rajkot to continue Motec 
Paruk in the management of his affairs ; and it is, moreover, highly desimblc 
that advantage should be taken of this, one of the few opportunities which have 
of late years occurred in Katty war, to prove to the community in general the 
sense which Government will always entertain of the services and exertions of 
persons of this class, in retrieving the affairs of Talookas entrusted to their 
care, or keeping them in a prosperous condition. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signe<l) W. Lang, 

Acting Political Agent, 
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No. 1. 

Raja CiiUNDEnsiNc^jKE, r/ Wanknneerj writes a$ foUoivs : — 

IVhcicas tho Jhureja people formcvly jmt theii* daughters to deatlty 
thereby comuiitting a sin of gr#^‘at enormity ; and Colonel Walker, in Sumvut 
186*4, caused tlieni to enter into engagements to abandon the inhuman 
custom, and preserre their female ofispring for the future j but iiotwith*- 
standing this the Chief of Rajkot, Sirdar Jhareja Soorajee, disregarded 
and broke this engagement, and put a daughter to death, which case 
of Infanticide was investigated in the month of October 1834, and the 
crime proved by means of witnesses ; it tlicrefore bccaiiie necessary to cal! 
upon him to furnish security tlmt he would not commit sucli a dreadful 
deed in future, and he has named me ; I therefore agree to become perpetual 
security for him, and accordingly execute this writing, to the etlect that Jhareja 
Soorajee shall inform the Sivkar whenever the birth of a child may be expected 
in his family, and that he shall never injure or threaten Patel Lukmon’s 
mother, or any other people or their relations, who may have given evidence 
in the case of Infanticide against him ; that lie shall act agreeably to, and main* 
tain the engagements formerly ellected by the Sirkar for the preservation of the 
daughters of Jhavejus, and the proclamation dated 22iid November 1834 issued 
on the same subject ; and that Jhareja Soorajee shall punctually inform the 
Sirkar of any breach of these engagements which may occur within his Ta- 
looka. I have become security for himiu case he may not iidbrm the Sirkar of 
any case of Infanticide coming within his knowledge, or ujihuld and maintain 
the engagements for the ab(;Iitioii of this horrid custom, and am tlierefore bound 
to see the same done, and responsible to Government for any breach that may 
hereafter arise. 

This icritimj is duly signed, A shad Shoodh \bth, Sumvut 1891 (corre-' 
sponding ivith 6th October A." I). 1835J. 

(Signed) Jhalla Ciiundkrsixjee, 

And lor him by KuoEit Wukutsinojee. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter from Jhareja Soorajee, of Rajkot, to J. P. Wil^ 
LOUGHBY, Political Agent, dated Shrawun Vud \6th, Sumvut 1893 
f corresponding with 18/A Avgust A, JD, \S35J. 

Your letter of the 20tli has been received. You hare therein written 
that I am to pay a fine of Rs. 12,000. My circumstances ai'e insufficient to 
enable me to pay this sum at once. I beg, therefore, you will do me the 
favour to settlc( some way in which I can do it. You have further written that 
1 am to inform you beforehand of births likely to take place in my family. 
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This is well, and 1 shall do so. In regard to your request that 1 should 
fifrnish security to abstain from the custom of putting my daughters to death 
in futui'e, I beg to state that I am determined to renounce the custom. My 
possessions are entirely under the Sirkar ; but if, notwitlistanding this, you 
should wish me to give security, I shall duly furnish the same. I have, agree- 
ably to your oixlers, banished Mehtas Bulwunt, Joeta, and Dulputram Kooshall 
from my Talooka. In respect to Patel Lukmon’s mother and the other 
persons who gave evidence in my case, or any of their relations, not suffering, 
as you have written, any harm at my hands, 1 beg to state that Patel Lukmon 
is as a son of the Durl^ar, and there is no one higher in its estimation than 
he is. I have, notwithstanding, this day called him into my presence, and 
spoken to him in terms of encouragement and confidence befoi^ four Sowkars, 
and two other persons, whom I had summoned on the occasion. The pro- 
clamation regarding the daughters of .lharejas which you have transmitted 
has been received, and I shall take the measures it directs. Whatever the 
Siitar does is designed exclusively for our good, and I am tliereforc obedient 
to its wishes. I beg you will fix some way in which I can pay the fine 
imposed on me, and withdraw the attachment on my Talooka. The character 
of my place depends on the Sirkar. 


No. 3. 

To SllET WrKUTCHUND KoOSIIALLCmiXD, .llIAIlEJA SOORAJEE, of Rojkot 
Sirdhar, icrites as follows 

Whereas I had, tlirough the British Cfovernment, appointed you my Hamee 
(security) for the payment of the tribute and ZoorTul bee due from my Talooka 
for seven’ years, from Sumvut 188o to Sumvut 1891, both years inclusive, and 
you have, according to the terms of the Mootalib entered into on that occa- 
sion, fully paid the Jam, though I ha we been unable to reimburse you the 
whole amount, and consequently, on an examination of the accounts between 
us for that period, a balance of Rs, 4o,()00, including the yearly interest, is 
due by me on the 2nd Magh Shoodh, Sumvut 1892 : I have, therefore, paid 
you the sum of Rs. 12,000 within that month, and a balance of Rs. 33,000 
now remains due to you. I agree to liquidate this debt by l5ree instalments, 
as follows : — 

On the 2nd Falgoon Shoodh, Sumvut 1893 . • • • Rs. 1 1,000 
Ditto ditto 1894 . « • . 1 1,000 

Ditto ditto 1895.... 11,000 

Total Rs. 33,000 

This sum of Rs. 33,000 is to be paid you in the above manner without 
interest. Should, however, a balance remain due to you ol any instalment 
after the perihd fixed for its payment, the same shall be payable with interest 
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at three-fourths per cent, per mensem. The liquidation of this debt will he 
provided for according to the former Mootalib (agreement), by the mortgage 
of the whole revenues of my Purguna, from which it will therefore be paid 
in full. 

On the termination of tlie period fixed for the 3rd instalment, nothing shall 
remain due to you. This agreement has been entered into in the presence of 
Captain Lang, Acting Political Agent on the part of the Honorable Company, 
and no difference will take place. In case 1 should make any, the British 
Government will maintain tlie engagement. • 

Magli Vud Bth, Sunday, Sumvut 1892 ( corresponding with 1th Februarij 
A, V. 1836 J. 

In the handwriting of Haatjee Narronjee, signed by Jiiareja Soorajee. 

(True translations) 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Acting Political Agent. 


Memorandum hy .1. P. VVilloitcjuby, Estp, Secretary to Goverrkment, Bombay. 

1. Under the authority of thtj Right Honorable the (Tovernor, I proceed 
to offer a few remarks upon ('aptain Lang’s letter of the 1 1th of February last, 
reporting the removal of the attachment which was imposed upon the Talooka 
of Rajkot, in consequence of the Chief having been convicted of the 
crime of Infanticide, under the circumstances detailed in my report of the 
12th April 1835. 

2. The Chief having paid the fine of Rs. 12,000, and having complied 
with all the other conditions which Government thought fit to prescribe to 
guard against the repetition of his grievous offence, the removal of the attach- 
ment was a very proper proceeding. 

3. Although it would have been better thui. the Chief called upon his 
former Ministers to render an account of their administration before they 
quitted his territory, still I think they should not be allowed to refuse to 
render such an account even at this late period, and the mode ])roposed 
by Captain Lang in the3vd paragraph of his uport, for effecting a settlement, 
appears unobjectionable. 

4. I am well acquainted with the person named Motee Paruk, who had 
been selected by the Chief to succeed as Minister, and from his general 
respectability of character, and the influence he possesses, I have little doubt 
that he will in a very short period extricate tlie Chief of Rajkot from the 
embarrassments in which, ^om the mismanagement of his aflkirs, he is at 
present involved. I think the honorary present which Captain Lang recom- 
mends should be made to Motee Paruk would be well bestowed, and increase 
his usefulness. 

6. The securities afforded by the Chief of Rajkot, for the discontinuance 
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of the inhuman practice of Infanticide within his Talooka, are, I think, unex- 
ceptionable. I originally proposed that he should be required to furnish the 
security of two Chiefs of his own tribe, but, on reconsidering the subject, I 
thought it advisable to make the modification noticed in the 4th paragraph 
of Captain Lang's letter, which 1 doubt not the Board will be pleased to 
approve. Our best security, however, for the complete extinction of the 
revolting custom, is the vigilance of our Agent in compelling the Jharejas to 
adhere to their engagement for its renunciation. 

6. The letter to my address from the Chief of Rajkot, accompanying 
Captain Lang’s despatch (enclosure No. 2), furnishes reasonable grounds for 
hope that he is in some degree sensible of the enormity of the offence which 
he committed, and that he is resolved henceforward to renounce the diabolical 
custom. I am happy to be able to state that before I left Kattywar the Chief 
acted up to that part of the present engagement requiring him to apprise the 
Agent of any expected birth in his family. He gave me this information 
some time before the event took place, and 1 was then enabled to adopt 
measures to satisfy myself of the result. This is the more satisfactory because, 
although the precaution was both called for and justified in consequence of 
Soorajee having been convicted of Infanticide, the measure in itself must be 
highly offensive and humiliating to the feeling of a Rajpoot. 

7. With respect to the arrangement concluded by Captain Lang for the 
liquidation of the debt due to the bankers through whom the Rajkot tribute 
has for several years past been paid, and amounting to Rs. 45,000, I think, 
under the actual circumstances of the case, it should be approved and confirm- 
ed. I have no doubt that a strict examination of the accounts would have 
enabled us to reduce the amount of debt we have really guaranteed very 
considerably, because part of the sum above mentioned is undoubtedly com- 
posed of private advances to the Chief, unauthorised by the engagement 
guaranteed. 

8. Taking, however, into consideration the important advantage which will 
be derived by the Chief, from the bankers having consented that the debt, 
which now bears interest at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum, should 
become a non-interest debt, payable by instalments, I am of opinion that in 
this instance the great irregularity of public and private pecuniary transactions 
being blended in the same account, should be overlooked. 

9. In order, however, to check this practice for the future, of which I 
discovered several instances during my agency in Kattywar, I would recom- 
mend that the Political Agent should be directed to issue a notification, 
strictly forbidding it hereafter, and declaring that any person hereafter proved 
to have inserted private loans in a guaranteed account will forfeit our guaran- 
tee in consequence. ^ He might be further directed to insert a clause to this 
effect in any Uamee or security bonds which he may hereafter have occasion 
to guarantee. 

10. The non-exaction of Hamee or security for payment of the Rajkot 
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tribute for the future may be approved, but the Agent should be directed to 
be vigilant in compelling the Uaja to furnish security each year for payment of 
tljc same, and the instalment of the guaranteed debt, before he applies the 
resources of his Talooka to his own use. 

11. The proceedings of Captain Lang in effecting the settlements adverted 
to in this memorandum appear to merit the highest commendations of 
Government. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

July 1836, Secretary to Government^ 


Minute hy the Hiyfit Honorahle the Governor, concurred in hy the Boards 

dated 1 3/A July 1 836. 

I approve and adopt* Mr, Willoughby’s memorandum generally. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

J. Ironside^ 

13lA July 1836, ‘ J. Parish, 


Prom J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Ilajhot^ \Qth fieptemher 1835. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, another cfise of Infanticide in this province, 
which has recently been detected, and clearly substantiated. 

2. It occurred between three and four months ago, and the person who 
committed it is .Tharcja Veerajee, of Khurcesra, a dependant of Jhareja Doon- 
gurjee, the Chief of that place. I r, egret to ad 1, thvit the latter had endea- 
voured to screen his dependant, and, consequently, has justly forfeited the 
marks of favour which I suggested should be bestowed upon him in my report 
on Infanticide dated 27th September 18,34. 

3. In consequence of ^temporary indisposHion on my part, this investiga- 
tion was commenced l^hd conducted with his usual ability by my Assistant,^ 
Captain Lang. 

4. The case was first brought to my notice by the receipt of a letter purporting 
to come from the Chief of Khureesra, but in reality written by a Mehta, named 
Judooram. This letter reported that three Jhareja females had recently 
been born and preserved in the district of Khureesra ; and further stated that 
" Jhareja Veerajee had pi?tably had a daughter.” It was, however, accom- 
panied by a memorandum from the Mehta, fairly stating that Veerajee’s child 

• 

* Instructions to the effect suggested by Mr. Willoughby were accordingly issued to the 
Political Agent in Kattywar on the 9th August 1836. * 
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had been put to death. Translations of both these documents are recorded 
on the proceedings* under date the 22nd ultimo. 

5. Three women were alleged to have been present, but the names of twjf 
only were given : one of these, Hoorbace, when examined by Captain Lang 
on the 16th August, disavowed all knowledge of the transaction, but stated 
that she heard “ a male child had been born, which di^d immediately after birth 
from bleeding at the nose.” In her re-examination before me (25th August), 
she persevered in this statement ; but her evidence is, nevertheless, corrobora- 
tive of the accusation, because she stated her information was derived from 
the aunt of tlie accused ; and as the latter even admits a daughter was born, 
it is evident tliat some cause existed why the aunt attempted to deceive the 
witness in regard to the sex of the infant. 

6. Another woman, named Manbaee Klmjce in her first examination before 
Captain Lang (1 6th August), although it was subsequently proved that she 
ofiiciated as midwife on the occasion, disavowed all knowledge on the subject, 
further than that about two months and a half before, she had heard a son 
had been born, and had died from the cause stated by the preceding witness. 
She had, lurthcr, the hardihood to assert that the Jharejas never employed 
inidwiyes, lest lases of Infanticide should transpire on their information. 

7. At this stage of the inquiry, the case was fully brought to light by one 
of those accidental circumstances which frequently aid the detection of 
guilt, in such a manner as may be deemed almost providential. Tl)e wit- 
ness Manbaee being detained at ifajkot, her husband, an old man of about 
sixty, who happened to be absent from Kliurecsra when she was summoned, 
came in search of her. Captain Lang promptly examined this man, and 
elicited from him the following important facts : — That about two months be- 
fore, a daughter was born ill Vecrajee’s house, when his wife attended as 
midwife; that the infant, having been washed, was placed by the side of its 
mother, and a little Goor (molasses) mixed with water given to it. Finally, 
that his wife did not inform him of anything improper that occurred, but that 
three days after the child was born, he heard that the body of an infant had 
been dragged from an Ookurda or dunghill, which was suspected to be 
Veerajee’s. 

8. Manbaee was now re-examined, and with some hesitation admitted 
that when the child was born she was sent for ; that the birth had, however, 
taken place before she arrived ; that two female relations of Veerajee told her 
a male child had been born, and liad died immediately ; that such was the 
report circulated, but that every person in the town was aware a daughter had 
been born and had been destroyed. 

9. Up to this time the witness was not aware of her husl^and being at 
Rajkot, much less of the information he had afforded, and it was evident that 

# 

* These proceedings, being voluminous, arc omitted from this Selection : their substance 
is contained in this letter. 



48-2 


filTPPRESSIOX OF INFANTICIDE IN 


from fear she had not yet stated the truth. They were now, however, 
confronted, wlien the wife became more assured, and made the following 
statement : — One evening, just after dark, I was called to attend Veerajee^s 
wife. A daughter was born. I informed the mother, and she said it should 
be preserved. I did what is usual on such occasions, and placed the infant 
on a chair near the motlipr’s cot. When the child was born, two of Veerajee’s 
female relations were the only other persons present, one of whom gave it 
some Goor and water. I thought it was Goor, and not opium, because it was 
intended to preserve the child. I returned home ; but the following morning, 
when I proceeded to Veerajee’s house, I observed iho chair on which I 
placed the child turned upside down. Upon this, I observed to the mother, 
‘ You said you would preserve the child, what is this ?’ — when she replied, 
* What was the use ; I could not afford it ; so what was to be done V When 
this conversation occurred, no other person was present.’’ 

10. Both these witnesses were afterwards re-examined by myself. The 
only additional circumstance elicited from the husband was, that the dunghill 
from which the remains of an infant were dragged out by a dog belonged to 
Veerajee, which naturally fastened suspicion ugon him. The wife repeated 
all the principal facts she had deposed to before Captain Lang, adding, — 
“You ask me about the killing of the child ; the whole town is aware it was 
killed. Veerajec’s wife was attended in her confinement by her sister, who 
was summoned for the purpose from another village. She was accompanied 
by a little girl of the age of ten or twelve.” This last fact will, in the sequel, be 
found of material importance. 

1 1 . Before dismissing this part of the evidence, I deem it right to make 
two observations, — that the revolting circumstance of Veerajee’s child 
having been dragged out of the dunghill has not been established ; 2/irf, that 
although the midwife stated truly the infant was destroyed, perhaps, to 
avoid implicating herself, she had given a false account of the time when the 
barbarous deed was committed, and has concealed the real circumstances 
attending it. 

12. To proceed, — ^Walbaee, another witness, in her examination before 
Caplin Lang, denied all knowledge of the subject, except that she heard a 
son w^as born, which died immediately after birth, from bleeding at the nose. 
Before me, however, she acknqwledged a daughter was born ; that a slave girl 
named Jeewee informed her it was destroyed ; and that the whole town of 
Khureesra were aware of the circumstance. It is evident that the three women, 
Iloorbaee, Manbaec, and Walbaee, came prepared with a preconcerted story, 
the falsehood of which was accidentally exposed by the husband of Manbaee. 

13. The jiccused was nfw sent for, and informed of the charge against him, 
which he stoutly denied. He admitted having had a daughter two or three 
months after the last Hoolee (which festival fell on the 16th March 1835), but 
asserted that it died Tmmediately after birth, from hemorrhage at the nose ; 
adding that he had had five sons which had died in a similai^ manner. He 
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stated that he was absent from home when the birth occurred, and, in the first 
instance, asserted he did not visit his house for six or eight days after the 
occurrence, but finally acknowledged he did so the same evening. At first he 
said he did not know who was present at the birth, but afterwards corroborated 
the midwife’s evidence upon this point. lie was required to send for one of 
these persons, but has evaded doing so, although such attendance might have 
been effected without much violence to the prejudices of his caste regarding 
the appearance of their women in public. Finally, he has made no attempt 
whatever to produce evidence to refute the charge, which he might easily have 
done had it been false. 

14. I now beg to call attention to the examination before me of the Mehta 
through whose meritorious exertions this case of Infanticide has been disco- 
vered. He admits that the letter referred to in paragraph 3 was dictated 
by him without the authority of the Chief in whose name it professes to be 
written, but alleges that the information it contains was derived from the 
Chiefs mother. This lady being at Rajkot, I deputed my Native agent to 
interrogate her on the subject, and the result of her examination is recorded 
on the proceedings. In this she denies having ever authorised the Mehta to 
report that Vc" raj ec’s child had been destroyed, asserting, on the contrary, 
that it died a natural death. 

15. Further inquiry, therefore, appeared necessary on this point ; and as the 
Mehta had mentioned the name of the person who was the channel of com- 
munication on the occasion, he was summoned. Fortunately this person is 
altogether unconnected with the parties implicated. He is a Rajpoot of the 
Jhalla tribe, and has for some time past been residing at Khureesra, taking 
care of a mare and foal belonging to his master, who resided at Bhorka, and 
is connected by marriage with the Chief of Khureesra. This man deposed 
that he heard ‘‘ that Veerajee’s wife gave birth to a daughter, and that it was 
put to death ; that the Mehta Judoorain^scnt him to make inquiries of the wife 
of Doonguijee, the Chief of Khureesra, and she acknowledged the fact, 
without stating the manner in which the deatli of the infant was effected. 
The circumstance is known to all the inhabitants of Khureesra: they are 
afraid to inform ; but why should I conceal so great a Pap (sin) ? ” 

16. In his examination, the Mehta also alluded to a woman named Kessur, 
residing at Khureesra, capable of affording information on the subject, and she 
was likewise summoned and examined. At first, this witness denied having 
ever stated the infant was destroyed, but asserted that it died a natural 
death, after having lived eight days. On being confronted with the Mehta, 
however, she confessed that she did inform him of the murder, and stated 

that she derived her information from the mother of the infant, and that the 
occurrence was the talk of the whole town.” She explained that in the first 
instance she was afraid to speak the truth, lest her master (i. e. the Chief of 
Khureesra) should get into difficulty on account of what had happened. I 
consider this woman’s evidence to be trustworthy, and, as &r as it extends, 
63 a 
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important ; the first, because it was given reluctantly ; the second, because 
her situation as a domestic in the Chiefs family afforded her opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with what had happened. 

17, It may almost appear to have been superfluous my still persevering in 
this inquiry after having obtained such a strong body of evidence in support of 
the only facts of real importance to prove, viz. that the wife of the accused 
was delivered of a daughter, and that it was destroyed. Too great caution, 
liowever, cannot be observed in conducting investigations of this kind, because 
the ordinary rules and principles of judicial inquiries cannot be rigidly adhered 
to. It must be obvious that cases of Infanticide can only be established by 
the servants and dependents of those guilty of them. It is therefore essential, 
for their protection, that their names should in many instances be concealed, 
to prevent their being exposed to the vengeance and resentment of their mas- 
ters. It must also be equally obvious that nothing is more easy to advance 
than an accusation of Infanticide, and it becomes the more imperative upon 
the Agent to adopt every precaution in his power to guard against an innocent 
man becoming the victim of enmity and malice, lie must even take care lest 
his zeal in the cause of humanity should warp liis judgment ; lest his natural 
and great anxiety to detect instances of a barbarous practice, known to exist, 
sliould induce him to give too ready credence to accusations of this kind, and 
to the evidence by which they are supported, so as to enable him effectually 
to suppress the diabolical custom, by combining the system of rewards with a 
few examples of signal punishment. These remarks apply more in a general 
point of view than to the individual case under report, and are offered in sup- 
port of my opinion that such inquiries should never be abandoned until all the 
evidence within reach has been obtained. 

18. It was, however, by accident only that additional evidence was obtained 
in the case under report. When I was about to close tlie inquiry, a woman 
named Tejoo, accompanied the two witnesses whose testimony is summed up 
in the loth and 16th paragraphs. Having ascertained that she was a domestic 
servant in the house of the Chief of Khureesra, I examined her. At first she 
declared that Vecrajee’s child lived ten days. On being, however, admonished 
to speak the truth, and after having received assurances of protection, she said 
she w^ould do so, provi leS her examination was conducted in private, and that 
her name should not be published. To this I assented, when, without hesita- 
tion, she made the following statement, which was afterwards most fully cor- 
roborated by the little girl named as her informant : — 

My first statement was dictated by fear. When Veerajee’s wife was about 
to be confined, her sister (called the Patla Sasoo) was summoned from another 
village to assist on the odRtsion. A daughter was born. Two other women 
besides the Patla Sasoo were present. When the infant was born, the Patla 
Sasoo placed it between two tiles, with the after-birth on its mouth : this is 
the usual way in which the daughters of the Jhareja tribe are put to death. 
This is the second time a daughter of Veerajee’s has been de&troyed. The 
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Patla Sasoo buried the in&ntina comer of a cattle-shed adjoining VeeraJee’S 
house. This occurred about five months since. I am acquainted with the 
circumstances, because I reside with the Jharejas. The midwife IVIanbaee 
arrived after the birth had taken place.” In her cross-examination, the witness 
furtherstated,— “ Veerajee, llie father of the child, was sleeping in the veranda 
when it was bora; his brother Hallarjee was with him. He recommended that 
the infant should be preserved, apprehemlingtlie consequences ; but Veerajee, 
awaking, gave orders for its destruction. A slave girl named VValoree, of about 
ten or twelve years of age, accompanied tlx; Palla Sasoo to Khureesra, and 
it was from her I learnt the above particulars the day after the child was bom. 
In the first instance, she attempted to deceive me, l)y stating a still-born son 
had been produced ; but finally informed me as abo\ e. The birth occurred at 
midnight.” 

19. On reference to paragraph 10 it will be seen that the witness Manbaee 
likewise deposes to the fact of a little girl of the age of ten or twelve years having 
accompanied the Patla Sasoo to Khureesra. I now, therefore, despatched a 
confidential agent to the village where she resided, about twenty miles from 
Itajkot, with strict injunctions not to permit her to hold any communication 
whatever with the ])ersons who had been previously examined. This was 
accordingly done ; and, in her examination before me, she entirely confirmed 
every part of Tejoo’s evidence, with the exception of that part of it where she 
stated the father ordered the child to be destroyed, in opposition to the advice 
of his brother Hallarjee. 

20. The charge being thus clearly established against Veerajee, it now 
remains for me to suggest the punishment that should be intlictcd. The cir- 
cumstances of the case would justify very severe penalties : the accused, per- 
sonally, is not a fit object of clemency ; no plea exists in mitigation of his 
offence, for he cannot even urge inattention on our part in enforcing the 
agreements of his tribe to renounce Infanticide. The offence certainly occurred 
within the last five months, and I may ‘safely say no subject has during the 
last three years engaged so much attention at Rajkot as that of Infanticide. 
He must have seen people deputed to his district to take a census of Jhareja 
females; and he must have been aware that the whole of the Rajkot 
Chiefs possessions had been placed under attachment on account of the 
commission of a like offence. He has, therefore, sinned against all these 
warnings, and, could I separate the individual from the impression likely to 
be produced on the whole tribe generally, I should have no hesitation in 
recommending protracted imprisonment, involving removal to a distant gaol 
or even transportation, as the most suitable punishment that couM be 
awarded. 

21. I confess, however, I entertain doubts whether such severity would 
operate beneficially, and tend to the ultimate extinction of the practice ; and; 
after mature consideration, I beg to propose that Veerajee should be sentenced 
to suffer tweRe months’ ordinary imprisonment in the Rajkot gaol; and to 
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pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, or in default thereof to suffer imprisonment for the 
further period of two years ; and finally, on his release, to furnish security 
that he will abstain from Infanticide hereafter. 

22. The fine proposed is, I believe, far beyond Veerajee’s means to pay ; 
but the Chief of Kliurecsra has evinced a warm interest in his behalf, and will, 
in all probability, come forward to assist him. Be this as it may, if he is 
unable to atone for his offence by payment of this fine, he should be made to 
do so in person. 

23. I deeply regret to be obliged to state that I consider the Chief of 
Khureesra so far implicated in Veerajee’s offence that, with a full knowledge 
of it, he failed to report it to me, although bound to do so by his engage- 
ments. 1 believe the Mehta Judooram’s statement that one of the Chiefs 
female relations acknowledged that the infant was destroyed, corroborated as 
it is by the evidence of the Jhalla Rajpoot, named Natha Jetha ; but independent 
of this fact, there is other evidence recorded on the proceedings, proving that 
the destruction of the infant was known in the Chiefs family. It is impos- 
sible to suppose, therefore, that he himself was ignorant, and his manner and 
behaviour, when examined before me, confirm my belief to the contrary. 

24. Under ordinary circumstances, the Chief would be justly liable to fine, 
for having tacitly permitted one of his dependents to commit Infanticide, with- 
out reporting the occurrence to the Agent. It will, however, be in the recol- 
lection of Government, that in consequence of the favourable result exhibited 
in the return of Jhareja females from the district of Khureesra, I recommended 
that a remission of tribute and an honorary present should be granted to this 
Chief. These marks of favour were sanctioned in your letter dated the 22nd 
of November 1834, and the Chief was duly apprised of them. Fortunately, 
however, no opportunity has intermediately occuiTed for bestowing them. 
They have been justly forfeited by the Chiefs attempt to screen Vecrajee ; 
and though I do it with reluctance, I beg to recommend that they be cancelled, 
and in this case no other punishment ueed be awarded. 

25. The merit of the Mehta Judooram, in bringing Veerajee’s crime to light, 
is very conspicuous, and requires to be proportionately rewarded. He is the 
Vukeel of the Chief of Khureesra, a situation which he will most probably lose 
in consequence of having<^informcd against a dependent of his master. For 
this, and other reasons, I do not think a reward of Rs. 800 greater than he is 
entitled to, which I beg to recommend accordingly, from the Infanticide Fund. 

26. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will perceive, at the 
close of the annexed proceedings, that Veerajee has, pending the receipt of 
instructions, been committed to the Rajkot gaol. His commitment appears to 
have created just that sens^on in the country which is desirable. The com- 
munity, and particularly, I am informed, those tribes who marry their daugh- 
ters to the Jharejas, view the measure with satisfaction, and as an earnest 
^ our determination effectually to suppress the revolting practice. A few 
4ftys after Veerajee was committed, a deputation of such members of his 
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caste as happened to be at Rajkot, aided by Dewajee, the uncle of the 
present Chief of Moorvee, a most respectable man, came to me for the 
purpose of interceding in his behalf, and to request that I would release 
him on security until the receipt of the orders of Government. In declin- 
ing to comply with their icquest, I did not fail to embrace so favourable 
an opportunity of explaining, in open Kucheree, the views and intentions of 
Government upon the subject of Infanticide ; of inveighing against the enor- 
mity of the custom; and of exhorting them individually and collectively to aid, 
by every means in their power, in effecting its abolition. I think I succeeded 
in exciting a favourable impression, and it was satisfactory to observe that the 
deputation made no attempt whatever either to deny Vecrajee’s guilt, or to 
palliate it. 

27. In conclusion, I take the liberty to request the instructions of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council upon this case as early as may be 
practicable. The Political Agent’s Court of Criminal Justice is about to be 
convened, and as this willtiravv a large concourse of persons to Rajkot, I think 
a good effect would be produced if the sentence against Veerajee is published 
when the Court is sitting, and in the presence of as many persons as can with- 
out inconvenient :e be collected together. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Rajkot j \Qlh Sq)tember 1835. Political Agent. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Bombay Castle, Wi October 1836. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 10th ultimo, with enclosures, 
reporting a case of Infanticide committSd by Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, 
and of your proceedings thereon, 

2. The Governor in Council is of opinion that you acted quite right in 
pursuing the investigation, even after you were in possession of proofs which, 
in ordinary cases, would have seemed abundant. The subject of inquiry was a 
family transaction of the darkest and most secret nature. The particulars 
could be known only from the mouths of relatives, domestics, or dependents. 
The evidence of necessity consisted in a great measure of hearsay. The pecu- 
liarity of the jurisdiction exercised precluded many of the ordinary forms of 
justice. Under these circumstances, too much cafe could not be bestowed in 
obtaining the materials of judgment. 

3. With regard tq the punishment to be inflicted on the offender, the ulti- 
mate and corrected view taken by you on the subject is, in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council, a just one. The object of human punishment not being 
the infliction "of vindictive pain, but simply the prevention of crime, and this 
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effect being chiefly to be produced by the impression created on others, this last 
consideration, and not the actual criminality of the offender, should predo- 
minate in measuring out the penalty awarded. It appears to the Governor in 
Council that by undergoing an imprisonment of twelve months, by having to 
pay a fine of Rs. 3,000 on pain of a further imprisonment for two years, 
and by being obliged to furnish security that he will never again be guilty of 
Infanticide, Veerajee will be adequately punished for all the purposes of 
example. 

4. The Chief of Khureesra, by conniving at the crime of Veerajee, or at 
least by screening him, has lamentably forfeited the character which the dimi- 
nution of the practice of Infanticide under his sway had proem ed for him, and 
has deserved to lose the advantages, both pecuniary and honorary, with which 
Government at your suggestion was prepared to mark its sense of his merits. 
The Governor in Council concurs with you in thinking that to withhold from 
him these rewards will be felt as a sutBcierit punishment; and at the same time 
the privation in this case will enhance the value of the similar marks of favour 
bestowed in other instances. 

6. The Governor in Council sanctions the reward of Rs. 800 from the 
Infanticide Fund to the Mehta through whose exertions the crime of Veerajee 
was detected. You will, however, inform this person, that his letter giving 
notice of the Infanticide ought to have been written in his own name. For 
what purpose he gave it the semblance of a communication from the Chief 
of Khureesra docs not appear It is admitted that he had no authority to use 
that Chiefs name, and he could hardly have supposed that the simulation 
should not be discovered. But whatever purpose, temporary or ultimate, he 
intended to answer, by this well-meant fraud, he rather created than avoided 
difficulty, by resorting to it, — thus only furnishing another proof that the 
interests of truth are inseparably blended with those of justice. 

6. As your lettci shows it to be fully in your recollection that every exer- 
tion should be used to protect the witnesses, on whose testimony Veerajee has 
been convicted, from the resentment of that person and of his patron the 
Chief of Khureesra, I am directed merely to allude to that topic. 

7. In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council instructs 
me to express the higl^ sdhse entertained by Government of the zeal, acute- 
ness, and success with which both yourself and Captain Lang have followed 
out this painful and disgusting inquiry, and established the guilt of the party 
accused. 

8. You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 3,000 is 
realised. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bomlay Castle, 2th October 1835. Chief Secretary. 
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From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To C. Nobris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, 16lA September 1835. 

Sib, — 1 have the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, another case of Infanticide committed 
in this province. 

2. Having received information inducing me to believe that this case had 
occurred, I deputed the person who has been entrusted with the Jhareja cen- 
sus in progress, to make inquiries upon the subject. 

3. On his arrival, the family who committed it (alarmed, as it would ap- 
pear, by the measures adopted in the case of Jhareja Vecrajee, reported in 
my letter of the 10th instant) voluntarily came forward and confessed the 
crime, in the hope that mercy would be extended to them, but without receiv- 
ing any promise of pardon. 

4. From the depositions recorded on my proceedings, the Right Honor- 
able the Governor in Council will perceive that the offence was committed 
between fifteen and eighteen months ago. The father of the child, a youth of 
weak intellect, uoes not appear to have been concerned in the murder, since 
his father, the Jhareja named Bugwanjee, admits that the infant was destroyed 
by his orders. The destr^tion of the child is further confirmed by the evi- 
dence of the two Jharejas named Deengajee and Sujajec. 

6, Jhareja Bugwanjee is the only person 1 consider deserving of punish- 
ment ; but I think it advisable to recommend that he should be very leniently 
dealt with, — Isl, because the offence was committed previous to the detection 
of the Rajkot case, and, consequently, before the warning that case afforded 
to the Jhareja community of our fixed determination to suppress the practice 
of Infanticide ; and, 2nd, in consideration of the delinquent’s confession. It 
is true that this confession has originated in alarm for the consequences, but 
I do not think it likely that one who has thus acknowledged the ofience and 
its turpitude will again be guilty of it. 

6. The family implicated in this olfcuce are in very impoverished circum- 
stances, and quite unable to pay a fine of considerable amount. Having taken 
all the above circumstances into consideration, 1 beg to suggest that Jhareja 
Bugwanjee be sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 100, or, in default of payment 
thereof, to suffer three months’ imprisonment in the Rajkot gaol ; and in 
either case to be required to furnish security to abstain from the practice 
herea^r. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Political Agent. 


Rajkot, 16<A Octoter 1835. 
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Raj hot f Wi September 1836. — Moonshee Ghoolam Mahomed, the person 
appointed to take the Jhareja census, suggested in my report on Infanticide 
dated the 24th September 1834, was this day instructed to proceed to 
Lodeeka, for the purpose of ascertaining, if possible, whether Jhareja 
Dcengajee had put his daughter to death, a rumour to this effect having 
reached me. 

14/7/ September 1835. — The Moonshee returned, and reported that, accord- 
ing to the above order, he pioceeded to the village of Mowa ; Jhareja Bugwanjee, 
the father of the accused, came to him, and said, — “ Suppose a person who 
has committed some fault proceeds to the Agent, acknowledges it, and asks 
pardon, will such be extended He replied, — “ I am not authorised to answer 
this question, or to give assurances; but Government will be pleased 
that you speak the truth.” Upon this, Bugwanjee said, — “ We have com- 
mitted a fault against Government: we will, however, confess before the 
Agent, and ask forgiveness.” I asked him what offence he alluded to, when 
he said, — “ About fifteen months ago a daughter was born in the house of 
my son, which was destroyed : you have come on the part of the Agent to 
make inquiries; go and inform him.” 

Q. — Was Jhareja Bugwanjee aware that susp^on existed against his son 
before he communicated to you the above particulars ? 

A. — I do not know. 

Q. — Did you hold out to him any promise of pardon to induce him to 
confess ? 

A. — No, I did not; I told him I had no authority to do so. 

Q. — ^Who were present when he made the above communication ? 

A , — His son Decngajee, and his brother Sujajee. 

Q. — Did they take part in the conversation ? 

A. — Both said that what Bugwanjee had stated was true. 

Q. — Did you ascertain how the child was destroyed, and who was present 
on the occasion ? 

A, — I asked this, but Bugwanjee observed, — ^^Do not make inquiries on 
this point; it is sufficie.it'that we confess the deed.” 

Sent a horseman to Mowa to bring the three prisoners above alluded to, to 
Rajkot. 

\5th September. — Jhareja Bugwanjee Veersajee, aged forty-five, shareholder 
of the village of Mowa, Talooka Lodeeka, deposes as follows : — 

When the Moonshee cii^e to Mowa, I asked whether Government would 
pardon a fault (Bhool), if it was acknowledged : he replied he was a servant, 
and could not make any promise. I then referred to the case of Jhareja 
Veerajee, of Khureesra^ to his fruitless denial of the charge of having 
put his daughter to death, and the punishment inflicted upon him; and 
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^stated, that being thus warned^ I desired to confess my fault, after which it 
rested with Government to kill or preserve me. The Moonshee asked me 
what offence 1 had committed, and I told him the daughter of my son Deen- 
gajee had been destroyed. 

* Q. — How long ago did this occur ? 

A . — About eighteen months ago. 

Q. — Where were you at the time ? 

A . — I was at Uajkot, whither I had gone to purchase grain. 

Q. — Who was present ? 

A , — The women were present : the wife of a Sindee, named Nathoo, acted as 
midwife ; they have left my village, and I do not know where they have gone to. 

Q. — How was the child destroyed ? 

A . — Opium was given to it about three hours after it was born. 

Q . — When you confessed to the Moonshee, were you aware that informa- 
tion had been obtained of the destruction of Deengajee’s child ? 

A. — N'o, I was not ; I confessed because the fate of Veerajee alarmed me. 
The killing of our daughter, I am aware, is a great sin. It shall not occur 
again for the next seven generations. If my son henceforward has any 
children, they shall be preserved, whether male or female. 

Jhareja Dccngajee, aged twenty-two, son of the preceding witness, residing 
at Mowa, states as follows : — 

About fifteen months since, my wife was delivered of a daughter ; niy wife, 
l?ootcebaee, put it to death ; I do not know in what manner the child was 
destroyed. 

Q, — By whose orders was the child destroyed ? 

A . — I do not know. 

Confronted the father and the son, when the former confesses that the infant 
was destroyed by his orders ; and states that his son is half-witted, and of 
weak intellect. This certainly appears to be the case. 

Jhareja Sugajee Wursajee, aged twenty-five, shareholder of Mowa, brother 
to the first and uncle to the second witness, states as follows : — 

Between fifteen and eighteen months ago, Jhareja Deengajee’s wife had a 
daughter, which was destroyed. I will not speak falsely. 

Q. — Where were you at the time ? 

A . — I was at Mowa. 

Q.-^Who attended Deengajee’s wife / 

A . — I do not know* 

Q. — Who told you the infant was destroyed ? 

A . — My brother Bugwanjee informed me. I observed to him it was very 
Wrong ; as long as ¥ live it shall not happen again. 

Q , — What induced you to acknowledge this great sin. 

A.^^We were afraid that we should lose our (Geeras) hereditary possessions^ 
lind hoped for pardon by confessing. 

64 o 
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Q . — Did the Moonshee make any promise of pardon to you ? 

A. — No, he did not ; I will not speak false before you as Veerajee did. iJp 
to the present time minute inquiries respecting the killing of Jhareja daughters 
were not made ; the destruction of Deengajee’s child occurred before they 
were instituted : now the custom will be abandoned, on account of the great 
scrutiny that is entered into. 

Permitted Jhareja Deengajee and Sugajec to return to their village, and ad- 
mitted Jhareja Bugwanjee to bail, on the responsibility of Jhareja Jessajee^ 
Chief of Lodeeka, pending the receipt of the instructions of Government. 

(Signed) J. Willoughby, 
Political Agent. 


From C. Nonnis, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Bombay Castlcy 9th October 1835. 

Sin, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
16tli ultimo, No. 220, reporting another case of Female Infanticide, committed 
by the orders of a Jhareja named Bugwanjee. 

2. Painful as it is to receive accounts of the repetition of this execrable 
crime, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council hails this case as proving, 
even on the solemn depositions of the guilty parties themselves, that tlic 
meritorious exertions used for the repression of the practice, as exemplified in 
the matter of Veerajee, reported in your letter of the 10th ultimo, are already 
accomplishing the first great object of a vigilant administration of justice, 
namely that of bringing to light concealed delinquency. 

3. The Governor in Council agrees with you, that punishment should be 
awarded to the grandfather Bugwanjee alone, an.^ that it should be confined 
to the lenient infliction as recommended by you. 

4. Even the security for future good behaviour which is to be demanded of 
Bugwanjee, on the termination of his imprisonment, should be regulated as to 
its amount by his known circumstances, as otherwise he runs the risk of being 
confined for life. 

5. On this occasion, I am instructed to state, that in receiving as evidence 
the confessions of the guilty parties, the Governor in Council observes that 
the question is always asked whether the confession was elicited by any pro- 
mise of pardon. In the present case no promise of pardon was given, 
and of course no difficulty arose; but even had a promise of pardon or 
of lanity been given, the Gwemor in Council is of opinion that the evidence 
should not have been rejected. In the supposition that such a case may occur 
hereafter, the Governor in Council desires me to bring the point to your notice. 

6. It is a hi^ly technical rule which totally excludes confessions so obtain- 
ed, and the Governor in Council does not wish to see it implicitly adopted 



THE PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


493 


in investigations which, wanting many of the facilities of regular courts of 
justice, should not be hampered as a matter of course by all their restraints. 

7. The question admits of distinctions ; but, generally speaking, the Go- 
vernor in Council is of opinion that confessions obtained by promises of favour 
should be admitted in evidence ; but that unless there be fully sufficient 
evidence to convict the accused without them, the promise should always be 
taken into the account in dealing with the offender after conviction. 

8. You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 100 
is realised.**^ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 
Chief Secretary. 


From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajhotf 30tA June 1 837. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit my report on Female Infanticide in 
Kattywar for the years 1835 and 1836. 

2. The report Oi^erdue for 1835 was in preparation last September, it hav- 
ing been delayed till that time in order that I might submit to Government 
the result of a more mature and careful consideration of the steps that had 
already been taken for the ])urpose of its final extermination than I had it in 
my power to offer on my first arrival in this province, as well as propose the 
adoption of such others as circumstances appeared to require, and which 
would, in ray opinion, most securely conduce to that desirable end, after a 
dispassionate consideration of the general question. The census was not quite 
ready, however, at that time, and my sickness and absence in Bombay have 
prevented me until now, for want of the records and other local information, 
from laying before Government the ra|)ort for the former year. I have, 
therefore, considered it best to incorporate the report for both years into one, 

* The proceedings at pages 480 to 493 having been reported to the Honorable the Court of 
Directors, that authority in reply, under date the /th September 1836, observed as follows 

We observe that two more cases of Female Infanticide have been detected by Mr. Willough- 
by. In one case, the offence was discovered by the voluntary confession of the principal 
offender, and the punishment inflicted has, in consideration of this circumstance, been slight ; 
in the other case, that of Jhareja Veerajee of Khiurecsra, the crime was proved after a diligent 
investigation, and Veerajee was sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment, and a fine of 
Rs. 3,000, or, in default thereof, a further imprisonment for two years. The Chief of Kbureesra 
having violated bis engagements by not reporting Veerajee’s offence, though fully informed 
of it, has been punished by withholding the remission of tribute to the amount of Rs. 1,000 
which you had proposed to grant, and the present of Rs. 100, which you had previously resolved 
to bestow upon him as a mark of satisfaction at the favourable state of his Talooka in regard 
to Infanticide. 

These proceedings were proper, and we perceive in the documents relating to them gratify- 
ing indications of* s progressive change in the moral sentiments of the people on this subject. ” 
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wliich plan will not interfere with the principle on which I propose to frame 
this report, and which mode will, I trust, not be disapproved of by the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council. 

3. Following, with a trifling deviation, the example of my predecessor, in 
his report of the 24th of September 1834, I shall divide this report into three 
separate heads. Firsty I shall notice the several cases of this crime which 
were brought to the notice of the Agent during the years under review, with 
the result of the investigation of each case, and the decision of Government 
thereon ; secondy I shall compare the census now completed with the returns 
which Mr. Willoughby obtained from the different Jhareja Chiefs, with the 
view of ascertaining the accuracy of the data on which he founded his report, 
and then, by a scrutiny of the state of the children born since the issue of 
Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation, deduce the result of that gentleman’s humane 
exertions both towards the object of the preservation of individual infants, and 
the more comprehensive one of the final abolition of this horrid practice ; and 
lastlyy I shall offer such suggestions as my judgment dictates, as to the 
further means to be resorted to in order to its final extinction, should the pre- 
sent plan, on examination, not aj)pear to be adequate to its object. 

4. The first case since the renewal of the vigilance on the part of the 
British Government under the administration of its affairs by my predecessors., 
which was brought in a tangible form before the Political Agent, was that of 
Jhareja Soorajeo, the Chief of Rajkot, a British tributary, and one of the 
principal Jhareja Talookdars In the peninsula. After a careful investigation, 
c onducted by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, with as great 
delicacy as the nature of the case admitted of, the crime was clearly substan- 
tiated, by means of the midwife in attendance at the birth of the child, the 
slave girls waiting in a menial capacity, and some Brahmins, who were in 
attendance outside to note down the Mela or propitious moment, had a son 
been the offspring. Great reluctance was evident on the part of the witnesses, 
all being under the influence of the despotic Chief, and great discrepancies 
occurred in their evidence. The Chief defended himself by asserting the 
fact of the birth of a female child, but which was not entered in the census in 
consequence of its having been premature, and that the midwife and the 
persons in attendance vjould prove the truth of his assertions. After more 
minute inquiry, the falsity of the evidence was proved, and, ultimately, one of 
the parties present confessed the murder, and explained the manner in which 
it was committed. The Chiefs conduct on a subsequent interview strongly 
confirmed his guilt, and his Talooka was placed under attachment until the 
pleasure of Government was known. The date of the commission of the 
offence was November llS3; the report to Government was made on the 
12th April 1835, and the answer dated 2nd June of the same year. By that 
decision, the Chief was fined Rs. 12,000; required to renew his engagements 
against Infanticide ; to furnish the security of two or three of the principal 
Jhareja Chiefs ; to bind himself to report to the Political Agent any instance 
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of reputed birth in his family ; to dismiss his evil advisers ; and, finally, he was 
informed that a repetition of the offence would subject him to the forfeiture of 
his estate, and to such other punishment as Government might see fit to 
award. As I consider this to be the case which bears most materially on the 
subject under review, I shall have occasion presently to revert to it. The second 
case was that of Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, who was, after a long and patient 
investigation by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, convicted of the 
offence, committed in May or June 1835. He was sentenced to twelve months’ 
ordinary imprisonment, to pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, or in default thereof to suffer a 
further imprisonment for two years, and to furnish security against a repetition 
of the offence. (Report dated 10th September, and answer, 9th October 1835). 
The third case was that of Jhareja Deengajee, of Mowa, who was convicted 
of the crime, committed about fifteen months previous to the 16th September 
1835, when the report was signed, and the reply from Government was dated 
9th of October, when his father, Bugwanjee, being the person in fault, was 
fined Rs. 100, or in default thereof to suffer ordinary imprisonment, and to 
furnish security against a repetition of the crime. The fourth case was that of 
Jhareja Khengarjee, of the Tromba Bhyad, who nominally holds the situation 
ofBargecror " ieutenant to Soorajee, but is in reality that Chiefs principal 
adviser. The crime was not proved, but Government was pleased to order 
precautionary measures against the offence for the future. I shall have occa- 
sion to take notice of this case before 1 conclude this report. This was 
reported on the 14th December 1835, and replied to on the 18th March 1836 
following. The fifth case was one of a Jhareja called Dajee, of the village of 
Guddra, who was convicted of the crime, committed in September 1833. He 
was ordered to be fined Rs. 100, and to furnish security for the future. This 
was reported 2l8t December 1835, and answered 28th March following. 
The sixth case was that of Jhareja Seesabhaee, of Kotra Nyajee, which 
was not proved : security, however, was demanded from the chief Grasias 
of Kotra, and from himself, which was furnished. Reported 10th March, 
answered 9th July 1836. The seventh case was of Jharejas Ubhesing and 
Bugwanjee of Gunode, two of the Gondul Bhyads, which was not proved. The 
report was dated the 29th April, and answered 6th June 1836, when the 
accused were declared not guilty, and ordered to be informed of the same. 
The informer was a discharged servant of the accused. I shall beg to call 
the attention of Government to this case subsequently. The eighth case 
was of Jhareja Bawajee, brother of the Shapoor Chief: it was reported 
on the 12th June, and answered 9th August 1836. The decision of Govern- 
ment was that there were great suspicions, but that nothing was proved, 
and that the principal Grasia of Shapoor was to renew his engagement 
for his brother, and the latter to furnish security. A fine of Rs. 50 was ordered 
to be levied from the Shapoor Chief, for not inserting the birth and death of his 
niece in the census. Acting upon the orders of Government, which sanctioned 
fi severe fine* from all those Chiefs who neglected the orders issued in Mr. 
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Willoughby’s proclamation, I recommended Ss. 100 to be levied — the sum 
likewise suggested by Captain Lang; but Government thought fit to reduce the 
fine to Rs. 50. I beg leave here to bring to the notice of Government that 
Government, in the reply to my report of this case, appeared to suppose that 
Captain Lang had not reported the case to me in the official form, which that 
assiduous officer duly did. My reasons for not forwarding his letter entire were, 
that the case was so clear in itself, and as I concurred in Captain Lang’s decision, 
I thought it needless to increase the bulk of the report by a repetition of Captain 
Lang’s sentiments and my own; and second, because, in the concluding 
paragraph of that officer’s letter, he suggested a measure which I was not at 
that time prepared to express an opinion upon, which I thought would have 
been expected from me by Government had I brought it to their notice at that 
time, but which I intended in my general report to remark upon. This mea- 
sure shall be alluded to, with my opinion on the subject, when I proceed to 
discuss the coercive measures at present in force towards the su[)pression of 
the crime. I mention this circumstance, as I should be distressed to think 
that Government fancied that that officer, who has been such a zealous aider 
of the benevolent intentions of Government in this great cause, had so far 
relaxed his efforts as to treat a case which he had investigated in a desultory 
or superficial manner. The ninth case brought before the Political Agent was 
that of Jhareja Moteebaee, of the Moolecladeree Talooka. The case against 
him was clearly disproved, as the accouchement of his wife, which was said to 
have led to the commission of the crime, was clearly proved to have produced a 
son, still alive. The informer was a j)erson related to the accused, who, on 
account of disputes, had gone out in Bharwuteea against his brethren, and the 
decision of Government was that he should be upbraided for his accusations. 
The tenth and eleventh cases were against the Jharejas of Gutka and Raj- 
poora, which w^ere investigated, but abandoned for want of grounds upon 
which to found a judicial inquiry, though suspicions were very strong. These 
were not reported to Government. Twelfth, Jhareja Hallajee, of Rajkot, inves- 
tigated, but abandoned for the same reason. The last case in the two years 
under review was that against the son of Jhareja Dewajee, of Sujonpoor, uncle to 
the Chief of Moorvee, which was reported to Government on the 6th of October 
1 836, and answered 16th of May 1837. The birth and death of a daughter were 
proved ; but as six months, the time allotted by the proclamation, had not 
elapsed, nothing tangible was produced. Jhareja Dewajee was directed to be 
informed that he might have avoided the calumny by having reported the 
birth and death of his grand-daughter, and this decision was duly communi- 
cated to him. 

5. This terminates the IFst of cases brought to the knowledge of the 
British;authoritieB during the years under consideration ;, but, as a scrutiny of 
the^ ceiMus will show, by no means presents an accurate picture of the scene of 

’(S. The first part of the second head of my subject is to compare the returns 
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obtained by Mr. Willoughby from the Chiefs themselves, with the actual 
survey now completed (with the exception of the Nowanuggur Talooka)^ 
and thence to ascertain the correctness of the data on which Mr. Willoughby 
founded his observations and proposed his measures. Although the returns 
have been found to be in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is satis** 
factory to know that they were not liable to lead that gentleman into error by 
showing any very widely different state of tlie population from the correct one. 
Excluding children of one year and under, who were born subsequently to the 
date of Mr. Willoughby’s returns, a comparison of the two documents shows 
the following results 


Talookas. 

Mr. Willoughby’s 
Returns. 

Present Census, exclude 
ing those of one Year 
and under. 

Dherol 

Males. 

208 

Females. 

84 

Males. 

196 

Females. 

80 

Gondul 

86 

44 

289 

85 

Moorvee 

61 

7 

259 

38 

Rajkot 

15 

3 

21 

5 

Brappa 

67 

10 

84 

10 

Vccrpoor 

52 

10 

55 

13 

Mooleeladeree 

63 

14 

36 

8 

Secsang Chandlcc 

37 

13 

42 

15 

Satodur Wowree 

38 

24 

74 

22 

Kotra Nyajee 

24 

2 

28 

2 

Keersura 

12 

16 

30 

13 

Rajpoora 

30 

2 

32 

2 

Jhallia 

' 28 

11 

36 

8 

Mallia 

16 

4 

31 

13 

Lodceka 

19 

2 

15 

2 

Mengnce 

6 

6 

11 

6 

Paal 

5 

1 

7 

2 

Bharwa 

18 

2 

6 

2 

Veerwa 

2 * 


2 

i 

Kotaria 

3 

1 

3 

1 

8hapoor 

3 


12 

, , 

Wudalee 

8 

1 

8 

1 

Kotra Sauganee 

3 

1 

13 

3 

Kaksiallee 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Mowa 

2 

1 

3 - 

1 

Gowreedur 

5 


8 

1 

Gutka 

4 


4 

2 


From this it will be seen that the most defective returns were from Moorvec 
and Gondul ,* from the former of which 198 males were left out of the return, 
and 31 females; from the latter, 203 males and 41 females. In the case of 
Gondul, the defective* state of the returns led Mr. Willoughby to think too 
favourably of Gondul ; the difference being only but two to one in excess of 
males, while in reality the disproportion was nearly three and a half to one. 
In the case oi Moorvee, the disproportion shown by the first return was 







498 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


greatly similar to the truths viz. upwards of eight to one. The return from 
Mooleeladeree showed 63 males and 14 females, whereas there are now 
living but 36 males and 8 females. In the Rajkot Talooka only 15 males were 
returned, whereas there are 21, who must all have been there at that time. 
The returns from Dherol were, it will be observed, nearly quite correct 
(although those furnished to Mr. Langford in 1829 were evidently false, 
exhibiting 71 females, whereas there are only now 88, and no casualties 
mentioned to have occurred), as well as from several of the smaller Talookas ; 
and any little difference that may be apparent in them is to be attributed, I 
have no doubt, to the fluctuations in the population, from poor people 
occasionally altering their place of abode in search of subsistence. In no 
case, therefore, except in Gondul and Mooleeladeree, do the returns exhibit a 
more favourable state of the population than the actual survey now forwarded 
proves to have been warranted ; and in those cases, the state of the disparity 
of the sexes established the fact of the practice of the crime from the showing 
of the parties themselves. 

7. The second part of this head consists in taking a view of the state of 
the population, as shown in the census to have been born from the date of the 
publication of Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation, viz. the end of 1834, up to the 
termination of the present census, about the middle of 1836. 


Maltii 
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Total number of females living, — 


Widows 4 

Married 70 

Betrothed 92 

Unbetrothed 258 


Total..,. 424 

Casualties since Mr. Willoughby’s returns : 

I of 22 years of age. 

1 of 16 ditto. 

1 of 9 ditto. 

1 of 6 ditto. 

1 of 5 ditto. 

2 of 3 ditto. 

1 of 2 months old. 

I of 10 days old. 

9 

It appears, iV irefore that there are 123 male Jharejas, of the age of one year 
and under, now alive, and 73 females. This must be admitted to be highly 
satisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proving that, in consequence of the 
measures put in force, 73 female infants have been preserved during the 
eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 40 
of whom would, in the absence of Mr. Willoughby’s exertions, have met with 
inevitable destruction. The year before the publication of the census has a 
show of 102 males and only 20 females, evidencing that nearly 80 infants 
must have been put to death. But to pursue the scrutiny further, and from a 
more narrow inspection of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above, 
with respect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crime, becomes ap- 
parent, viz. that there is every hope that the two Talookas of Moorvee and 
Brappa have effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their respective 
limits. There may have been isolated instances of the commission of the crime 
in the Moorvee Talooka, but the indigent, and it is to be hoped penitent, Grasias 
of Drappa, have at last vindicated their humanity from the bloody stigma. 
The Drappa Talooka shows an equality of the sexes during the year subse- 
quent to the publication of the proclamation, the numbers being 10 to 11, 
although, up to the proclamation, the disparity was 84 to 10. In the 
Moorvee Talooka, during that year^ the numbers are 20 and 13 ; whereas 
in that district there were only 38 females in all saved up to the end of 1834. 
The state of the Gondul Talooka, J regret to say, is very melancholy; the 
numbers being 36 to IS in the year following the proclamation. In the smaller 
Talookas, many of which consist of only a few houses of Jharejas, there ia 
hardly a female child preserved, Rajapoor being the worst. 

8. This brings me to the third part of my subject, viz. 1st, the consideration 
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of the measures which have been taken, and are now in force, towards the 
extinction of the crime, and the succeSvS which has attended them ; and, 2nd^ 
what arc the further steps we have it in our power to pursue towards the 
accomplishment of the great end ? , 

9. The system at present in force for the suppression of Infanticide consists 
of measures of two distinct natures, — l.v^, coercive ; and 2«rf, sumptuary. 

10. In Mr. Willoughby’s report of the 24th September 1834, the measures 
under the first head, which he recommended for adoption, were as follows : — 
A census to be taken of all the Jhareja population, specifying the number 
of families in each district, the names, ages, profession, and occupation of each 
member of the tribe, dividing the married from the unmarried. The Chiefs 
were to be required to afford every aid in their power in framing these tables. 
A great advantage Mr. Willoughby anticipated from the deputation of a person 
to frame this census was, the discovery of some cases of Infanticide for investiga- 
tion. Mr. Willoughby considered that it was scarcely necessary to observe 
that one instance of detection, followed by severe punishment, would contri- 
bute more to the extinction of the crime than any other measure that could be 
resorted to. The second provision ^vas tliat every Jhareja Chief should be re- 
quired to furnish a half-yearly register of all marriages, betrothals, births, and 
deaths, occurring among his tribe residing in his district, and that if he omitted to 
do so, or furnished a false return, he should be severely fined. These registers 
were to be considered due on the 1st of January and the 1st of July in each 
year ; though, Mr. Willoughby observed, that for some time to come complete 
regularity could not be expected, and want of it ought to be treated with some 
degree of indulgence. Mr. Willoughby considered that the person employed 
in taking the general census would be very useful in ensuring regularity in 
framing these returns ; but that the great use in requiring them would be 
the constant reminisctmce they would give to the Jharejas of their engage- 
ments, and of the resolution of the British Go/ernment to compel their 
adherence to them. The third provision proposed by Mr. Willoughby, 
though classed under the head of coercive measures, cannot, strictly speaking, 
be said to belong to it. As, liowever, it has a close relation to this head, 
I think I ought here to notice it, viz. the dutj imposed on the Agent to fur- 
nish annually a report on this important subject. Mr. Willoughby, with his 
usual candour, observed that this was no new suggestion on his part ; for in 
the correspondence on the records of this office he found allusion made to 
instructions issued many years ago by the Honorable Court of Directors, that, 
in addition to such intermediate reports as might become necessary, one gene- 
ral statement should be sujjpsitted at the end of each year, showing how far 
the amended system had been acted on and observed ; what departures were 
known or suspected to have been made from its rules, and what measures pur- 
sued for their enforcement ; with an estimate of the number of lives saved. Mr, 
Willoughby went on to observe, that ** these orders, from some cfiuse, appear to 
have been overlooked or lost sight of ; but, as was justly remarked by the 
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Government of 1816, a report of the nature adverted to would convince the 
Jharcja Chiefs of the continued anxiety on the part of the British Government 
to enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit of inquiry conducive to 
t^ie fulfilment of them.” In the fourth place, Mr. Willoughby suggested the 
promulgation of a proclamation by Government throughout the province, 
requiring the Jhareja Chiefs to enforce the observance of their Infanticide 
engagements within their respective jurisdictions, announcing the determined 
resolution of Government to suppress the crime ; and noticing, either in terms 
of approbation or of condemnation, those Chiefs who, by the present census 
(that obtained by Mr. Willoughby), were proved to have either adhered to or 
departed from their engagements. Mr. Willoughby submitted a draft of the 
j)roc*lamation, which he thought might advantageously be puldished ; to which 
he proposed to annex a copy of the renewed engagements of 1812, by the Jam 
of Nowanuggur, for the abolition of the crime. lie requested that 700 copies 
of this proclamation should, if approved of by Government, be forwarded to 
him, for distribution throughout the province. There was one part of the pro- 
clamation which Mr. Willoughby proposed to be published, which seemed to 
him to require particular notice, viz. the promise it held out to informers. 
That genticma > remarked, that almost all his predecessors had suggested a 
similar measure, but that it had never been acted upon. Major Carnac, in 
particular, pressed it upon the attention of Government, and proposed a scale 
of rewards to informers, as well as a scale for fines to b(i imposed in cases of 
conviction. Mr. Willoughby adopted no scale, but merely intimated.gcnerally 
that informers would be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the person 
convicted ; and that, with a view of deterring persons from bringing false 
accusations, such recompense would only be paid in cases where conviction 
ensued. Mr. Willoughby judiciously remarked, that though he found himself 
called upon to recommend the system of informers in so sacred a cause as 
that of the abolition of this inhuman cu|tom, still that information so obtained 
would always be liable to suspicion, because, most probably, it would origi- 
nate cither in enmity or avarice. This, however, did not appear to Mr. 
Willoughby a sufficient reason why testimony so encouraged should be wholly 
rejected, although great caution and discretion would obviously be requisite 
in making use of it. Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state that, under the 
system lately introduced into the province for the trial of offenders, the chances 
of any evils resulting from the adoption of such a measure would be greatly 
diminished, for he would propose that all persons accused of the commission 
of Infanticide should be tried before the High Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kattywar, with the exception of persons whose rank was such as to render 
it expedient that they should be dealt with according to the special instructions 
of Goverament. The Political Agent (Mr. Willoughby proposed) was to 
institute preliminary inquiries, and commit for trial ; and the ultimate publicity 
of the proceedings would, under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or con- 
viction, produce a most salutary effect throughout the country. Mr. Willoughby 
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proceeded to remark that the community in general certainly regarded Infan- 
ticide as a crime of the deepest dye ; but the experience of twenty-five, years 
had amply pro ve(f that, if not stimulated in some mode to exertion, no one was 
likely to incur the obloquj”, reproach, and enmity, usually encountered by 
informers and accusers. lie observed that unless, therefore, this feeling could 
be overcome, we could never hope to see conviction follow one of a thousand 
instances of the perpetration of the crime. How,” proceeds Mr. Willoughby, 
** is the fact to transpire, except upon the information of some one present 
when the infant was born, or even of some one engaged in the nefarious 
proceeding ? From the secrecy with which the crime was perpetrated, and 
the consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker’s set- 
tlements has remained entirely a dead letter, and will ever continue so, unless 
persons can be induced to denounce those who commit the crime.” Mr. 
Willoughby therefore thought that Government should recognise the principle 
which he advocated, as in the attainment of an object of such magnitude 
we should not be particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of the agent 
through whose information a case of Infanticide is clearly established against 
any one. On receipt of the lithographed proclamation, a copy was recom- 
mended by Mr. Willoughby to be sent to each tributary, with an admonitory 
letter, to aid either directly or indirectly in putting down the enormity. There 
was also another part of the proclamation which Mr. Willoughby recommended 
for publication, which he thought ought to be alluded to by him in his report 
to Government. In noticing the districts where, from the great disproportion 
of the sexes, it w^as manifest that the crime still prevailed, it was intimated in 
general terms that should this great disparity continue to be shown in future 
returns, the British Government would feel bound to take into consideration 
whether any relations could be maintained with those who proved themselves 
so utterly regardless of the first duties of mankind. Mr. Willoughby stated that 
he had endeavoured so to word the proclamation a not to alarm the Chiefs 
generally respecting their estates ; but at the same time to convey an intima- 
tion to the Jhareja Chiefs that the compact between them and Government 
was composed of mutual obligations, and that if they did not perform their 
part of the same, it was rendered null and voi^^., .No one (proceeded Mr. 
Willoughby to state) could be a stronger advocate than he was, tliat existing 
relations with the Chiefs should be maintained ; that we should be content 
with the tribute paid to former Governments, and allow them to enjoy their 
hereditary estates and privileges without molestation. Should, however, 
it be established, by the certain though presumptive evidence to be obtained 
from returns of the nature no^, transmitted, that the crime of Infanticide still 
prevailed in any particular district, Mr. Willoughby thought that, after the 
warning contained in the proposed proclamation, the Chief of that district 
should be severely fined ; and that, if that did not produce attention on his 
part to his engagements to suppress the crime, an example ought to be made, 
and that he should be deprived of the sovereignty of his district. Mr.. 



THIS PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


505 


Willoughby observed that the case ought to be very glaring where such 
an extreme measure ought to be had recourse to, « and only when all the 
efforts directed to the accomplishment of the object in view had been tried 
aad failed. The next measure proposed by Mr. Willoughby under the 
head of coercive measures was, that every Rajpoot Chief in Kattywar 
should, in a circular letter from the Political Agent, be enjoined, and be 
requested to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authority, to make it a stipu- 
lation in every marriage contract of their daughters with a Jhareja, that the 
issue of their union should be preserved. In the 68tli paragraph of Colonel 
Walker’s report on Infanticide, dated March 1808, he alluded to the apathy 
with which the abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of 
of the Rajpoot community; although, as that able and enlightened man 
remarked, the other Rajpoot tribes possessed a simple and effectual remedy, 
by refusing to alliance their daughters to the Jharejas unless on the condition 
of rearing their daughters.” They in fact countenanced it by such alliances, by 
permitting their daughters to become the instruments of murdering their own 
offspring ; and are stated to have viewed the practice with less abhorrence, 
from the increased facility it afforded of marrying their daughters — that first of 
duties of the Lindoo parent. Mr. Willoughby went on to state that his 
suggestion was founded on the above remark. He did not think that the 
circular would be generally attended to; but if ten — nay even one victim were 
saved, the object in view would not be entirely lost. At all events, the issue 
of such a circular w'ould afford another striking proof of the intense anxiety 
felt by Government completely to suppress Infanticide; and this alone, in Mr. 
Willoughby’s opinion, rendered it expedient. Captain Lang, on the occasion 
of a Chief having neglected to enter the birth of a female infant in the census, 
and to report her death, which he declared was a natural one, suggested that 
the coercive measures in force were even to be increased in rigour, viz. to 
compel every Jhareja, on occasions of promature births, and consequent death 
of the infant, to show the corpse, whether male or female, to the Patel of the 
village, or, in villages under attachment, to the Government Mehta. Captain 
Lang observed that there could be no doubt that this would be looked upon 
as a great hardship by the Jharejas, but he considered it a necessary evil. 
It will be seen, from subsequent observations on the coercive measures now in 
force, that I never could conscientiously recommend the adoption of such 
a step. 

11. The sumptuary measures recommended by Mr. Willoughby to Govern- 
ment on this important subject were as follows 

Marks of approbation to be extended to the chief and inferior members of 
the Jhareja tribe, who have adhered to their engagement to preserve their 
female issue. The detail of such was as follows ; — 

— To the Chief of Keesura, a remission from the 

amounif of his annual tribute of 10 annas, or . • • • • .Rs. 1,000 0 0 
2nd.-->To ditto, a present of cloths of the value of • • • . • • 100 0 0 
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3rrf. — To the ChiefofMengncc,a remission from his annual 

tribute of 4 annas, or Rs. 921 0 0 

Ath , — To the Chiefs of Satodur Wowree, remissions from 

their annual tribute of 4 annas, or 395 12 0 

bth , — To the two Jharejas who have preserved four 

daughters, a present to each of cloths, or in money of 300 0 0 

Qtli . — To those who have preserved three daughters, a 

present of ditto, or in money each 150 0 0 

1th . — To those who have preserved two daughters, a 
present, varying according to the circumstances of 

each, from Rs. 25 to 50 0 0 

Mr. Willoughby considered it fortunate that the Chiefs of Keesura and 


Mengnee had petitioned for a remission from their tribute for the past year, on 
account of the failure of the monsoon, but which, after inquiry into their 
resources, he declined to grant. There will, therefore, ’’ Mr. Willoughby 
adds, “ be no mistaking the real cause why such an indulgence is now extend- 
ed to them. I should not, however, conceive it desirable that the whole of 
the above remission should be paid direct to the Chiefs. They are undoubt- 
edly entitled to the greater share; but the inferior Jharejas living under their 
authority, who have preserved a daughter, arc entitled to a part. I shall 
therefore require from the Chiefs a statement of the amount of revenue paid 
last year to them by each of the inferior Jharejas, and pay to the latter a cor- 
responding portion of the remissions, should Government sanction them/' 
Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state, that in the original draft of his report he 
had suggested that a present should be made to the Jam of Nowanuggur on 
this occasion. The return from his districts showed 613 males and 380 
females, which proved that Colonel Walker’s arrangements had taken root in 
them to a very considerable and gratifying extent.” On this account, and be- 
cause he conceived it would be polit’c to conciliate this Chief, as the acknow- 
ledged head of the Jhareja tribe in Katty war, and to induce him cheerfully to 
co-operate in carrying into effect the humane efforts of Government, he thought 
that such a distinctive mark of approbation might conduce to success. Mr. 
Willoughby says, — “ Th^Jam, however, has not himself preserved a daughter, 
and, during Major BarnewalFs agency, he was strongly suspected (although he 
denied the charge) of having committed Infanticide. It has, moreover, been 
suggested to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose interest in the success 
of the measures for the suppression of the crime is as great as Government 
could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam and the other Jhareja 
Chiefs of rank to believe 3)Ehat the crime of Infanticide, as far as they were 
concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, provided they could 
show that a considerable number of females are preserved within their 
respective districts. I think that considerable weight attaches to this 
remark, and shall therefore merely at present suggest, Jthat when the 
proclamation is transmitted to the Jam, the satisfaction of Government 
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be conveyed to him at the progress made in his districts in suppress- 
ing Infanticide, accompanied by urgent exhortations that he will adopt 
the strictest measures to ensure its complete extinction.” Mr. Willoughby 
<V)ncludes his report by stating, — ‘'Such are the measures which, after along 
and deep meditation on the subject, I have presumed to propose for the con- 
sideration of Govei nnient ; and I beg to state that they are considered by 
Natives of this province, competent to form a correct judgment, calculated to 
give increased ediciency to the measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the 
suppression of this terrible crime. It is scarcely necessary, I hope, to state 
that I feel as every man, and more particularly every Christian should, most 
deeply interested in its complete abolition, or that I will strenuously exert my- 
self to sc(!ure success to whatever subsidiary measures may be directed to 
compel obedience on the part of the Jharejas to their engagements. Both 
Captain Lang and myself embrace every opportunity of speaking upon the 
subject with the detestation it merits, and of stimulating the tribes among 
which the custom prevails to abandon it, and thereby restore themselves to 
that scale among human beings which they have forfeited from its prevalence 
among them. By increasing endeavours to expose the enormity of the oifence, 
and to show th-u.^ it is at direct variance with tlie precepts inculcated by the 
religion of those who perpetrate it; by extending favour to those who renounce 
the practice ; by promulgating the fixed resolution of Government to punish 
with the utmost severity those who still adhere to it, and from the success, 
partial as I fear it must be regarded, which has attended our efi'orts for its dis- 
continuance, I am sanguine that through the Divine blessing complete success 
may be ultimately attained.” In noticing this head, I ought to mention that 
Mr. Willoughby, towards the conclusion of his report, made the following 
remarks: — “ In the 4tli paragraph of my letter of the 24th of April 1833, I 
expressed an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among 
those who had preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and other circum- 
stances might render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Govern- 
ment. The results of the present census, however, induced me to abandon 
this intention, because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assist- 
ance, towards defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should not 
be prepared. It is a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which 
should be kept alive as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to 
Government for pecuniary assistance, and during 1833-34 only three applica- 
tions were received. In two ’of these cases, a donation of Us. 400 was granted, 
and in the third Us. 200. I have no doubt that these grants will encourage 
other applicants to come forward ; and as, of the number of female Jharejas 
now alive, so many as 463 are unmarried, I do not think that the Fund should 
be trenched upon at present to a greater extent than is necessary to carry into 
effect the recommendations made in the 22nd paragraph of my report.” 

12. Such w^re the measures recommended by Mr. Willoughby on this great 
subject. In the letter in reply to Mr. Willoughby’s report, Government came 
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to the following decision^ viz. — that the llight Honorable the Governor irt 
Council agreed with Mr. Willoughby, with the following exceptions : — 

** — The degree of criminality attaching to Infanticide compared with 
other crimes, as taken from the Shusters, may, without disadvantage, lyj 
omitted in a proclamation by tlie British Government. 

‘‘ 2nd . — Tlis Lordship in Council prefers, upon the whole, that the denounce- 
ment of punislimeiit, towards the conclusion of the proclamation, against 
those who continue to commit the (niiiie, shall be general, rather than that it 
should be specified that the offender should be tried by the Kattywar High 
Court (jf .Tudicature, or otherwise dealt with.” 

The letter proceeds to add, — The following, therefore, is the system which 
is approved by the ILglit Honorable the Governor in Council with regard to 
cases of Infanticide. The Political Agent will institute a preliminary investi- 
gation, a)id, if persuaded of tlu^ guilt of the party, will make a report to 
Government, and suggest in each case the course to be j)ursued with reference 
to the actual circumstances, the rank of the oHender, and other considerations 
of importance, whether that the guilty party should be at once punished by 
fine or in any otlior way, or whether the case should be tried by the High 
Court of Criminal Judicature for Kattywar.” The Right Honorable the Go- 
vernor in Council also concurred in the sumptuary measures recommended by 
Mr. Willoughby, as well as of the communication of the eulogium to the Jam of 
Navvanuggur. The above, therefore, is the substance of the measures at pre- 
sent in force in the province for the abolition of Infanticide. 

13. The most able men who have entered upon this subject have 
acknowledged it to be beset with as great difficulties as any that ever canie 
before the mind of man ; than which nothing can be a better proof than that 
several distinguished servants of Government have, after much attention to it, 
at last abandoned it iii despair. 1 append to this report an extract of a letter 
(Appendix A) which Colonel Pottingpr, Kesident ’n Kutch, was good enough 
to forward on this subject, in reply to an application on my part to that officer 
for information on the question, as directed by Government in their letter of 
the 22nd November 1834. Although there are several points on which I 
cannot coincide with Colonel PottingerJ yet there are many circumstances in 
his letter which may have the effect of throwing useful light on this important 
question. Considering the difficulties which have appeared to tlireaten far abler 
and more experienced men than myself, I trust I may be favoured with the in- 
dulgence of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council when I submit, with 
the greatest humility, my opinion that the measures hitherto adopted have been 
in some respects defective j^d insufficient towards the final extinction of the 
practice, and arc not likely, if pursued, to be productive of effectual success, 
unless under certain modifications, which I shall take line liberty to suggest. 
I feel confident that Government will do me the justice to believe that in 
anything I may advance I am ftir from being led by a spirit of Retraction from 
the ability and merits of the distinguished men who have preceded me, — 
wliose humanity urged them on in this great qause, and the great advan- 
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tages of whose pre-eminent example have principally enabled me, however 
willing, to submit the following observations to the wisdom of Government; 
for I scarcely should, without them, have had the presumption, considering 
my own experience, to offer an opinion on such an intricate and momentous 
subject. 

14. Upon mature reflection, and earnest consideration of the measures 
that have hitherto been adopted by the British Government for the suppres- 
sion of this crime, it appears to me that they have b?en too partial and 
superficial, and not of that comprehensive and radical nature which is 
requisite in overturning a long-established custom among a depraved and bar- 
barous race. The attention of the officers who have devoted their exertions 
to this subject appears to me to have been directed towards the preservation 
of individual female children, under the impression that that circumstance 
would of itself load to the final eradication of the practice. It is of itself, no 
doubt, a most humane and laudalde object, abstractedly considered; but it does 
not follow that it should certainly involve the extinction of the crime. More 
than this, — it may not only not be a step towards the final suppression, but 
it may jiositively operate as a barrier, without collateral and subsidiary mea- 
sures. Did w : observe, on inquiry, a greater number of female infants pre- 
served yiiar after year among the Jharoja population, without any efforts of 
Government being directed to effect the object, we might then naturally argue 
that the practice was on the decline ; but when we see by the census that in 
all Talookas but one or two there is presumptive evidence of the crime 
still b{?iiig committed, in spite of the earnest exertions of Government, we 
shall be forced to sujjpose that a few children have been preserved here and 
there, partly through fear of |)unishinciif, and partly to deceive Government, 
in tlie hope that after a time it will relax in its efforts for its abolition. Even 
the foresight of Colonel Walker himself did not seem to contemplate what an 
enormous revolution the abolition of the practice would create in the Rajpoot 
community, and that, therefore, what set’ious obstacles would inevitably present 
themselves to the endeavour to effect this object. He thus did not attach 
efficient weight to measures of the description to which I refer, viz. of a radi- 
cal nature. Colonel Walker remarked that even a temporary disuse of Infan- 
ticide would assist towards its entire abolition, by allowing nature and feeling 
to recover their ascendancy. This would undoubtedly apply to its disuse for 
a Avhole generation, and might even do so for a shorter period ; but its disuse 
for a few years, wdth the circumstances concurring to induce to a return of the 
custom still in existence, and probably existing with increased action, would, 
I fear, never lead to the desired end. What I allude to is the difficulty of 
poor Jharejas — the bulk of the tribe — in marrying their daughters on the pre- 
sent expensive and ruinous terms, which must be removed before success can 
be attained. As this subject will, however, come under review presently, 
when I allude to the sumptuary measures hitherto adopted, and the alteration 
I would take the liberty of suggesting to be made in them, 1 shall proceed 
with the subject according to my proposed plan. 
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15. The defects which, in my judgment, exist in the coercive measures 
now in force are, — 

— The sudden and unexpected strictness of the British Government in 
1834 and 1835, after so many years of apparent apathy. There is no doubt 
that Colonel Walker did his utmost on all occasions to impress the Jharejjfs 
with the atrocity of the crime, and to incite them to a virtuous course ; the 
result of which undoubtedly was that many Jharejas preserved some of their 
female offspring, as the census testifies ; but since that time no strict vigilance 
had been enjoined by (Tovernment, or pursued by the local Agent, and the 
consequence was the relapse into the original custom of the tribe. The truth 
of this is clearly shown by the census : after an apathy, or nearly amount- 
ing to it, of upwards of twenty years, the conviction and punishment of 
Jhareja Soorajee, Chief of Rajkot, struck the whole population of the province 
who witnessed it as a harsh and unjust act of authority. Such an idea could 
only have originated in a people similar to those of this province, with no 
innate disposition to fulfil their relations to God and man, but who merely do 
so as they are coerced. Still, however, among such a barbarous community, 
it is not to be wondered at that they should have looked upon such coercion, 
after such a period of repose, with anger, and a feeling that injustice had been 
committed towards the sufferers. They, I humbly submit, as uneducated and 
rude barbarians, are entitled to some indulgence on this head. I'he senti- 
ments of the most intelligent of the Rajpoot community in this province, few as 
such are, are in favour of this view of the subject. However unfortunate such 
a state of feeling may be, it is my duty to inform Government of the fact of 
its existence. On the late occasion of the notorious robber and outlaw Cbamp- 
raj Wala being tried, and his cballengiiig the Jhareja assessors on account of 
their professed system of murder, I had an interesting and very warm discus- 
sion with two of the assessors, viz. Jhareja Dewajee, uncle of the Chief of 
Moorvee, and Jhalla Kullajee, Chief of Lcea, uncle to the Chief of Rajkot. 
When they expressed their surprise and anger at Champraj Wala’s objection, I 
produced the census, and showed Dewajee that in his own district of Sejonpoor 
not a single female child existed under twenty-five years. I remarked, with 
some surprise, that Kullajee, a Jhalla, was, if possible, a stronger and more 
energetic advocate for th'. jTharejas than even Dewajee, with all his acuteness 
(for he is justly celebrated for it, whatever may be his deficiency in better 
qualities), professed to be. They both complained bitterly of Soorajee’s case : 
they said his case was a warning to all Rajpoots how to confide in the British 
Government; that Soorajee's father, Dadajee, had, after the refusal of the Jam 
and the Thakoor of Moorvee to permit a British cantonment to be established 
in their territories, agreed tt^the Britisli force being settled at Rajkot, and 
that since that he had been persecuted by the British GQvernment ; that the 
case of Infanticide having been proved against him was owing to the very 
curcumstancc which they were alluding to, viz. the vicinity of the head of the 
British power, and the facility, in consequence, of procuring evidence against 
him ; and finally, that it was extremely uxyust to punish those who were led to 
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believe that their offences were not considered of a serious nature, as heinous 
offenders. I need not recapitulate the observations I made use of in refutation 
of these arguments ; but I must add, |liat I am quite certain that they did not 
convince the disputants. It would be extremely culpable in me to conceal 
the fact that Soorajee is considered all over the province, I mean among 
Rajpeots, as a martyr. Let any person inspect the census, and it will be ap- 
parent that the crime was almost universally practised in every Jhareja family, 
great or small, without the slightest compunction, and without the most distant 
approach to inquiry on the part of the British authorities, up to the period of 
Mr. Willoughby’s agency. God forbid that I should impute any evil motives 
to any of the officers who preceded Mr. Willoughby in the administration 
of the political relations in this province between the British Go- 
vernment and the tributaries, but the fact is indubitable as I relate it : 
it is impossible to fathom the thoughts of man ; and it is perfectly 
possible, and, I should say, from a personal acquaintance with Colonel 
Barnewall and Mr. Blanc, more than probable, that it was tlie honest opinion 
of those two able servants of Government that it was not a safe subject to 
investigate and legislate upon ; which opinion I know to be shared by many 
other able servants of Government. Besides, the almost total silence of the 
Government on this question might have led those servants to direct their 
attention, in preference, to subjects which were constantly pressed on their 
attention, and the neglect of which would have subjected them to reprehension 
by superior authority. When we consider the great objections that were 
made on the part of some of the most able officers of the Honorable Company’s 
service to the introduction of summary steps towaids the suppression of the 
very prevalent rite of Suttee for many years, on the score of danger, by inter- 
ference with the superstitious prejudices of the Hindoo population, we cannot 
in justice find great fault with the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, more espe- 
cially as their exertions were not called upon by the Government, their 
superior. Mr. Elphinstone, no doubt, kept the great object of the abolition of 
the crime constantly in view ; but himself not being in the country where the 
horrid atrocity was committed, he could not apply his energy, philanthropy, 
and other eminent qualities towards the details necessary to the suppression of 
the unnatural practice. It is much to be regretted that his parental care of the 
whole of the Natives subject to his control did not induce him to extend the 
system of education, which he so beneficially constituted in Bombay and the 
Deccan, to this province, which would at least have laid the foundation of a 
wholesome and beneficial feeling throughout the body of the people, and which, 
if it does not succeed in entirely eradicating crime, would have taken a long 
stride towards that desirable object, by suppressing all that class of vices 
which spring from unreclaimed ignorance. The only notice taken of this prac- 
tice in the province since the days of Major Carnac and up to the time of Mr. 
Willoughby was extremely desultory. Mr. Blane, in 1829, got some returns of 
the Jhareja population from the Chiefs themselves (a description of document, 
without collateral testimony, quite useless to act upon), and he forwarded them 
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with a letter from his Assistant (Mr. Langford) to Government, merely 
mentioning the fact of Mr. Langford’s having obtained them, and recommend* 
ing Government to sanction presents to be given to the Dholera Chief. These 
returns were compared with some that had been obtained in 1824, and from 
that comparison a favourable result w^as deduced : they were quite erroneous, 
however, and most undeserving j)ersons have been honorably distinguished, 
thereby defeating the cause of humanity in a glaring manner. Mr- Langford 
sent in a register (obtained from the (Jhiof himself) of the number of families in 
his Talooka : the number amounted to 71 in 1829, whereas there were only 45 
alive at the time in the district, calculating deaths, emigrations, &c. I have said 
so much in exculpation of the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, and in favour 
of the arguments of my Rajpoot friends, when they complained of being taken 
by surprise by the measures adopted by Government under Mr. Willoughby’s 
administration : it is possible that I might have got the better of them in an 
arena of philosophical disputants, but I never could have the disposition to 
apply sucli a test to people of their calibre, who would rather have been 
astounded than convinced by argument. 

OyiiI , — The system of informers is one which I consider both destructive of the 
social system and embarrassing to Government : it involves a bad principle, as 
well as dangerous consequences ; it encourages enmity and the gratification of 
evil feeling, destructive of a peaceable and social system, and creates a great 
risk of confounding the innocent with the guilty. I have already brought to 
the notice of Government that the evil disposition of an informer can be easily 
gratified by the mere investigation of a case of suspected Infanticide : he knows, 
by the Government intimation, that any case brought before the Agent will be 
investigated and rigorously scrutinized ; even if be does not succeed in estab- 
lishing the case, he has gratified his revenge, by the destruction of the honour 
(Laj) of his enemy whom he has accused. The Rajpoots are people of notorious 
pride of birth, although, when their history is known, their right to assert such, 
even were the feeling a worthy one, ‘ can hardly be established: it is natural, 
therefore, to imagine that they would not willingly submit to investigations 
which compromised their honour, or that of their house. How would any gen- 
tleman in England brook the inquiry as to how many times his wife has been 
enceinte; how the dcli>.£ry took place ,* what occurred after the confinement ; 
with all the minute circumstances attendant on such sacredly secret subjects ? 
The investigations which I pursued on my arrival in Kattywar I confess filled 
me with surprise, and very nearly with horror, and I consider it impossible 
but that their effect was to alienate the people from our Government. 

The next great defect in the system of informers is, that in our defective 
system of jurisdiction (in ifct, almost incomprehensible, for the Government 
has decided that we have but a concurrent jurisdiction), it is quite impossible 
that we can protect the informers and witnesses from the vengeance of the 
delinquents. The death of three out of the five witnesses in the Rajkot case 
is a melancholy illustration of this, although they were all in eitcellent health, 
and of middle age. The general impression in the country is that they have 
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been murdered ; and there is nothing which can satisfactorily disprove such 
supposition^ while the known custom of the country, and the bad character 
and almost irresponsible power of tlv3 Chief, render such a result most pro- 
bj^ble.* Judooram, the informer in this ca-^e, has been ejected from his house in 
Rajkot by the Chief, and the wife of one of the Agency establishment treated 
in the same way, for assisting in the conviction. These last cases the British 
Government can partially remedy, in consequence of the vicinity of the British 
power; but it would be impossible to watch over the conduct of the Chiefs at 
a distance, similarly disposed, to prevent retaliation. The case of Nogunjee 
of Gunode is another strong example of the evil of encouraging a system of 
informers, — I mean, to prevent being misunderstood, a system of informers when 
the common voice of the community is not in accordance with the law. This 
family was supposed to have renounced the crime, having preserved two 
daughters ; but, on the information of a sepoy discharged for misconduct, a case 
was reported to Captain Lang by the Moonshee, and the usual strict and search- 
ing inquiries resorted to. The result was acquittal ; and, in my letter report- 
ing the case, I deprecated the frequent resort to inquiries, as tending to irritate, 
and recommended great attention on the part of the Moonshee to evidence. 
This was replic 1 to by Government, by saying that it was not the Moonshee’s 
but the Agent’s province to attend to evidence, and that nothing but the in- 
vestigation of every case which came before the Agent could be expected to 
eradicate the crime. My letter was loosely worded, and did not accurately 
convey the sense I intended ; but what I have here said will explain the senti- 
ments I intended to convey. The Moonshee knew he got his information from 
a discharged sepoy, and ouglit distinctly to have informed Mr. Lang of the 
circumstance, to have put that officer on his guard in the investigation of the 
accusation. 1 request the earnest attention of Government to this important 
branch of the subject, namely tlie violation of the lares and penates of the 
Rajpoot community, because such a system does not confine itself to the 
Jharejas alone, as it is a principle winch will render every Rajpoot family 
miserable, and which the British Government can only expect to continue by 
physical power. I fear much sympathy or respect cannot be expected by 
Government, if such measures are pursued. Another case of false accusa- 
tion was brought to the notice of Government in the letter of the 2nd Sep- 
tember last, where it was distinctly proved that the crime had not been 
committed on the occasion stated, the fruit of the birth having been a boy, still 
alive. The calumniator was ordered to be upbraided ; but no compensation 

* Jhareja Morjee, of Gowreedur, one of the Rajkot Bhyad, who was'the first and princi- 
pal informer in Soorajec*8 casC;, died suddenly shortly after the conviction of Soorajee, under 
circumstances of great suspicion, which Government itself observed in the letter of 2nd June 
1836. It was the general belief in Rajkot at the time that he was poisoned by the Durbar, 
and subsequently a member of the Political Agent’s establishment, having gone to Gowreedur 
on a shooting ^excursion, was informed by a sepoy of the deceased that there was no doubt 
hut that he had been killed by the aid of poison, through the means of Soorajee’s mother, 
who is a depraved and cruel woman. 
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could be aftbrded to the victims for the intrusion on the affairs of their house- 
hold, which in all eastern countries are considered inviolable, and are not made 
the subject of conversation even among the most intimate and near connexions. 
Nothing can tend to greater mischief to the great cause than a case of this 
description, which irritates the feelings of a whole family, and alienates their 
disposition from the Government which dispenses the law, and vvhici) can never 
be respected where it is not esteemed. Did there exist a great feeling of exe- 
cration against the practice, and men could be induced to come forward from 
virtuous motives, there might be advantage gained by allowing the system ; 
but where none but evil-disposed persons can be expected to inform, and that 
for the worst of motives, private revenge, — I fear a beneficial result cannot be 
expected, either as to general morals, or to the suppression of the individual 
crime. The denunciation of the crime by the British Government is not of 
itself sufficient to create a general disapprobation of it. The Rajpoot com- 
munity, Jhallas, Jetwas, Gohels, Waghelas, and Pirmars, all tacitly approve 
of the system, by giving their daughters and sisters to men who are predeter- 
mined to make them the tigresses of their own offspring. Public informers 
and spies neither could be of any lasting advantage in detecting nor checking 
the crime. In 1812, Wittulrao Dewajee, when Sirsooba of Arnrelce, estab- 
lished Mehtas in the Jhareja towns, to take notes of the births and destruction 
of female infants; but this totally failed. The Mehtas were looked upon with 
indignation, and were finally unable to obtain the slightest information, either 
from the Jharejas or the rest of the community ; which ended in their removal. 
In Kutch, a similar plan was adopted, and failed. Mehtas sent by the 
regency,” says Colonel Pottinger, were either cajoled by false returns, or 
expelled from towns and villages, not only by the classes charged with the 
crime, but by the other inhabitants, whom long habit had taught to view the 
business with indifference, if not absolute approbation.” The Jharejas them- 
selves even told Colonel Pottinger that they dare J not establish a system of 
scrutiny regarding their grown-up sons or nearest relations. Such failures 
must have a very bad tendency, as convincing the Jharejas of their power to 
continue the practice through means which no Government can contravene. 

3rd. — The next defect \>diich I have occasioi to notice is, that the rigorous 
investigations ordered by Government, and consequent punishment on convic- 
tion, tend to stricter vigilance in the commission of the crime by those who 
still adhere to its practice. This principle contains in itself the elements of 
perpetuating the crime for ever, if we rely solely on conviction and punish- 
ment for its abolition. The truth of what I assert has indeed already become 
apparent. Since I have be^ in Kattywar, no conviction has been able to 
be effected, notwithstanding the greatest care and anxiety on my part 
to obey the, instructions under which it is my duty to act. That this is 
the consequence of increased vigilance there can be little doubt of ; and, 
in the event of these means proving successful, they will continue the com- 
mission of the practice, knowing the security under which they can act, 



THE PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


515 


and secretly despising the abortive exertions of Government. A deed of 
this description loves darkness better than light, and who will commit the 
crime in such a manner as to leave any probability of his ever being 
detected ? The mother and two old women are generally the sole witnesses 
of this deed of iniquity. One woman, the midwife, is indeed sufficient ; and 
only in cases of houses of superior rank are the services of any other person 
made use of. Indeed, as Colonel Walker records, from information conveyed 
through Jhareja Dadajee, Chief of Rajkot, among the poorer classes the mother 
herself is constrained to be the perpetrator of this unnatural act, I have 
already stated the fact of only two out of the five witnesses, in the case of 
Soorajee, being now alive ; and when the wickedness of the benighted people 
of the province is taken into consideration, how can any one doubt but that a 
Chief, contemplating the commission of the crime, would hesitate in silencing 
the testimony of the witnesses by the poisoned cup, or the uplifted sword ? 
Such a state of things is very deplorable to relate, but the existence of such 
crimes is far from chimerical, of which Government shall in due time be in- 
formed. But it does not require even such extremities, ready as many would 
be to resort to them ; for, in several instances which were brought before me, 
the females dec'-ned altogether to give any evidence whatever. They said, 
I know nothing about this, and shall answer no more questions ; do with 
me as you please; 1 am ready to sutler death ! '' It is not wonderful that, 
after years of almost total silence on the subject on the part of tlie British Go- 
vemmont, when every Jhareja was lulled into security by the want of notice 
taken of the subject, and committed the crime with the same nonchalance that 
the manager of an English kennel would drown a litter of unfavourable-looking 
dogs, several cases were brought home to the delinquents. But the case is now 
widely altered, and such caution is now exercised, not only in the commis- 
sion of the act at the present day (for it is impossible to doubt but that it is 
still committed), but towards concealing former acts of transgression, that there 
is hardly a hope of being in future able to bring home any case of the nature 
to any perpetrator. After a few years have elapsed, and no instance of detec- 
tion and punishment has taken place, the natural consequence will be that, if 
no more effective steps are resorted to by Government, those who from fear 
had abandoned the custom will revert to it, and those who in the face of 
Government, continued it, will persevere in its commission. The very circum- 
stance which Mr. Willoughby so much desired did actually happen very soon 
after his report was forwarded, viz. an instance of detection* and severe punish- 
ment, and that too under circumstances most favoumble to the system, had it 
been a sure one, for the suppression of the crime, viz. one of the principal 
Chiefs being the aggressor. But the state of the Talooka of Rajkot does not 
exhibit any good effacts from the example of Soorajee’s punishment. I must 
here allude to the case of Jhareja Kengarjee, and i*emark, that the very circum- 
stance which was hailed as one likely to benefit the cause of truth and 
virtue, viz. the fact of his not being convicted trom want of evidence, being 
* Vide pages 462 to 480 of this Selection. 
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likely to impress the Rajpoots with a sense of the justice of Government, has 
had an effect of a totally opposite nature. I have been frequently asked how 
it was that he was the only man who had been detected in the commission of 
the offence having been pardoned ? When I replied, ** From want of e^i-^ 
dence of the fact,” the answer was, Every child knows it in the town, as well 
as the very spot where tlie infant was buried.” The principles of impartial 
justice and beneficence wdiich pervade the criminal code of Great Britain may, 
by the assistance of Almighty Providence, be appreciated in this province 
after the lapse of another century, but at present are as capable of being 
understood by their ignorant minds as the deciphering of a Chaldee manu- 
script. These rigorous investigations, moreover, enlist the feelings of the other 
tribes in favour of the Jharejas. Every Jhareja has in his house (or seraglio) 
the sister or daughter of some Jetwa, Jhalla, Gohel, or Waghela, with whom he 
is on terms of friendship. The private affairs of one’s sister or daughter are 
almost as sacred to a Rajpoot as of a wife, so that the whole community are 
against us, and not the Jharejas alone. I have already stated that Soorajee 
was considered a martyr, instead of a justly punished culprit, by the gene- 
rality of the Rajpoots ; and such will ever be the case until a wholesome spirit 
of public feeling can be infused into the community. I must here mention, that 
on Soorajee’s case coming before the Political Agent, a d(q)utation of Jhareja 
Chiefs waited upon him, and presented the following petition : — “To J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. Jharejas Dewajee, Jessajee, 
Murwanjee, of the Moorvec Bhyad ; Jhareja Ladajee, of Rajpoora ; Jharejas 
Samutsingjec, Wunajee, of the Gondul Bhyad ; Jharejas Jessajee, Meroojee, 
Nyajee, of the Rajkot Bhyad; Jharejas Doongurjee, Dajeebhye, Bharajec, 
Hallajee, of the Dherol Bhyad ; Jharejas Moolajee, Gopaljee, Ughabhye, of 
the Veerpoor Khureree Bhyad ; Jharejas Khanjee, Puchanjee, Kesserjee, 
Adabhaee, of the Satodur Wowree Bhyad, petition as follows ; — In Sumwut 
1864, Major Walker effected arrangements for Cie preservation of the daugh- 
ters of the Jhareja people, who therefore preserved them. Afterwards, neither 
the European gentlemen nor principal Bhoomias kept a strict surveillance, in 
consequence of which some ignorant persons may have violated those arrange- 
ments unknowingly. Cases against some cf these have recently been in- 
vestigated, and the accusation has probably been proved, for which reason the 
petty Talookdars and Zumindars petition that past offences may be pardoned. 
From henceforward Colonel Walker’s arrangements shall be acted up to, viz. 
that from this time forward no one among the Jharejas shall put his daughter 
to death. Such an engagement we will write and make over. Should the 
same be violated, and a daughter be killed, the person concerned is an offend- 
er against the Government^ and we will not drink water taken from his house. 
This writing we are ready, of our own free will and pleasure, to execute : there- 
fore let the Sp.heb do the favour of acceding to the prayer of this petition, for 
the greater Talookdars will not petition for us. Sumwut 1892, Hallaree 
Ashad Shood 6th. In the handwriting of Jadowjee Madowjee*” 

Here follow the signatures of the petitioners. 
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In the conversation in Court, when Champraj Wala objected to be tried 
for his life by professed murderers, Jhareja Dewajee and Jhalla Kullajee 
both of them referred to that petition, saying that had Government assented 
to |heir prayer then preferred, Infanticide would have been by this time abo- 
lished. I am far from assenting to this ; but I shall presently allude more 
particularly to this petition and its object. Besides, it is evident that the rich 
and powerful Jharejas will always be able to conceal their guilt, while the 
rigorous system will only tell against those who have not the power to sup- 
press evidence. A measure having for its object such partiality is necessarily 
and obviously defective. Another defect appears to me to lie in the transfer 
of the responsibility from Chiefs to vassals, — a system subversive of the prin- 
ciples on which Colonel Walker framed his able settlement of this distracted 
territory in the year 1807. The basis of that system consisted in requiring 
the Chiefs to be responsible for tl>eir Bhyad and llyuts. The singular success 
that has attended this plan is the best and unerring proof of its wisdom. The 
rigorous investigations ordered by Govemmeiit into the domestic concerns of 
individuals, without reference to the Chiefs, seem to me to be a departure from 
the original system on which our Government has based its interference in the 
affairs of this pc* insula. The next remark I have occasion to make is the re- 
commendation of trying tlie criminals before the Court of Criminal Justice- 
1 believe this was not approved of by Government in the answer to Mr. 
Willoughby’s report, altho>ugh the wording of the letter appeaVs to me a little 
obscure with respect to that point. Such a scheme must inevitably prove 
futile. To try the very people who commit the crime by their brothers and 
instigators needs only be mentioned to demonstrate its inutility.' We should 
render the Government contemptible, and, besides, paralyse and perhaps 
destroy the Court of Justice, which has been of such benefit to the peace of the 
country. To select Kattee and Mussulman assessors would have the effect of 
impressing the Rajpoots with an idea of injustice, and, besides, would have 
the worse effect of creating feuds and enmities between the three different sects, 
so necessary to be discouraged. Lastly^ I beg to submit, that the measure I 
am now discussing, viz, that of present severe coercion towards the perpetrators 
of this crime, appears to me in the present state of society to be inexpedient. 
Penal enactments, without the concurrence of the body of the people, never 
can be of essential benefit to the community. Until a wholesome public opi- 
nion is raised in the country, all punishments will appear either as an act of 
individual hostility or of gross public severity, and such being the case, they 
are worse than useless. The abolition of Suttee by the fiat of the British 
Government, and by the attachment of a specific penalty, was a different ques- 
tion. We had the power to abolish it, and save so many women from destruc- 
tion, and we did do Sb ; but none will assert that the whole Hindoo population 
were at once converted into the belief of the wickedness of the act. They 
have left it off through fear, and will in time, without doubt, feci the benevolence 
that dictated the abolition of the practice by the British Government. Infan- 
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ticide has this difference, that the nature of the act being one of the greatest 
secrecy, and ever must be so, the Government has not the same facility in 
detecting the commission of it. The words of Mr. WiHoughby, quoted by the 
Honorable Court of Directors, are those of true wisdom and philanthropy, 
and in which I most fully concur : — '' To effect the complete extinction of 
the practice, we must enlist the feelings of the community on our side. We 
must (more especially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, thereby deterring 
persons from informing against them who might otherwise be disposed to do 
so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with us, and inflict 
such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just by the respectable 
portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity will be 
long retarded, or may altogether fail.’^ When I advert to the remedies which 
I intend to propose to the present system, I shall have occasion to refer again 
to this passage in the letter of our honorable masters, as an additional proof 
that we cannot hope to secure success without the adoption of a plan 
which will relieve the mass of the poor deluded people from the weight 
of their ignorance, and render these hereditary Chiefs honest and valuable 
citizens, instead of, as they for the most part now are, mean and contemptible 
tyrants. 

16. I now proceed to the examination of the sumptuary system at present 
in force. The defects of the present sumptuary system appear to me to be, in a 
general point of view, that the measures are of an ephemeral and partial nature. 
The rewards given to Jharejas who followed the dictates of humanity against 
the strong feeling and long-followed practice of their tribe, by preserving 
daughters when most of their brethren invariably destroyed them, are no doubt 
well bestowed ; but as those who now save their daughters will not evidently 
be entitled to any reward for the future, after such repeated and obstinate evil 
conduct, this plan will cease to be engine oi putting a stop to the practice 
after all those who have saved daughters (and they are very few) have been 
rewarded. With respect to the funds supplied to Jharejas for the marriage of 
their daughters, the propriety seems more questionable. The sanction there- 
by conveyed of the British Government to a relaxed system of moral duty, by 
assisting men in performing one of the most necessary and moral duties of 
mankind, I confess, appears to me to be not strictly correct, while the advance 
of money to a Jhareja for the marriage of his daughter, to an amount more 
than three times as great as is recognised to marry a Jballa, Waghela, or Go- 
hel, of the same condition in life, wlio, in the Rajpoot list, stand higher in rank 
than the former, is keepingMiive one of the greatest causes of Infanticide — the 
presumptuous arrogance of the Jharejas. Besides, for the system to become a 
permanent one towards the abject in view, it would requife for larger funds than 
we could command. I am labouring diligently, although it must necessarily 
be the work of time, to decrease the Mohsul book by every mean^ in my power, 
which is a heavy clog on the Chiefs, The apatliy and folly of the Chiefs induce 
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many to withhold the payment of their tribute, restitution of plundered property 
traced within their limits, and the attendance of culprits and witnesses until 
heavy Mohsuls are imposed, and 1 have been doing everything I can to persuade 
them of the absurdity of such a course. If any unreasonable demand is made 
on them, they are at liberty to represent the case to the Agent, but to show their 
independence and supposed consequence, by refusing to obey the just orders 
of Government until compulsory measures are resorted to, when they are well 
aware of the eventual termination to their obstinacy, is little short of delusion. 
1 shall have the honour to bring this subject to the notice of Government at a 
future period, but it is clear that if the resources we derive from Mohsulee are 
restricted in a great degree, which is highly desirable, we shall not have funds 
to marry females annually on the present extravagant Jhareja terms. These 
sumptuary measures appear to me to tend to the perpetuation of the custom, by 
showing a sympathy with the perpetrators ; as why should we acknowledge 
the necessity for a Jhareja spending five or six times the amount on his daugh- 
ter’s marriage that any other Rajpoot does ? Before I conclude this part of 
the subject, 1 must bring to the notice of Government what I consider the bad 
effect of steps taken before Mr. Willoughby’s Agency for the suppression of 
Infanticide, th y being in a manner of a sumptuary nature. In 1829 Mr. 
Langford obtained returns from the Thakoor Boputsing, of the families of his 
Bhyad, and proceeded to deduce from them the favourable result of the de- 
crease of the custom. He accordingly presented several of the Jharejas of 
that Bhyad with honorary dresses and other distinctions. The correctness of 
these returns are extremely doubtful, and the frequency of the practice of the 
crime in the Dherol Talooka at that time is evident from a review of the 
census now submitted. This must have had the effect of showing the Chiefs 
that they had the power of deceiving the British Government, as their own 
evidence was taken to their exculpation, and certainly confirmed them in the 
commission of the crime. In 1829, Jhareja Jehajee, Chief of Moorvee, died. 
Withyut any investigation as to the state of the population of his Talooka, his 
son was decorated with presents and honorary distinctions by the British 
Government, on account of his father having been the first to renounce In- 
fanticide, by setting the example himself. A reference to the appendix cf 
Colonel Walker’s report will show the tenacity with which that Chief clung 
to his immemorial custom and right” to kill his children, and demonstrate the 
probability of his being a willing convert to Colonel Walker’s humane views 
or not, after he did yield his consent. After having succeeded in deceiving 
Colonel Walker by preserving one daughter, and signing the agreement to 
relinquish the practice, he not only continued in the commission of it himself 
subsequently, but permitted it to be carried on to the same extent among his 
own relations, and over his whole Talooka. This will be seen from the census. 
His son, Pritheerajee, the present Chief, is known to have committed the 
crime himself a few years since. The praise, conveyed by Mr. Willoughby to 
the Jfun, who is the head and front of the offending, under the sanction of 
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Government, without previous steps being taken to ascertain whether he was 
entitled or not to such eulogy, was a measure, 1 humbly conceive, of the same 
evil tendency. 

17. This leads me to the last head of my report, and I feel that I sha^ 
stand in need of the indulgence of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council more for the suggestions which I am about to submit than for 
the observations I have above offered. To censure is far easier than to propose 
a remedy ; and I am fully conscious of my insufficiency in attempting to re- 
medy an evil which has defied tlie vigorous efforts of men of far superior know- 
ledge and ability to myself. Under this consciousness, I must repeat, that 
without the enlightened measures of Colonel Walker and Mr. Willoughby 
before my eyes, and the valuable aid I have obtained from Mr. Wilkinson, 
Political Agent in Bhopal, on this important subject, I never should have ven- 
tured to intrude any crude ideas of my own on the time of the Honorable 
Board. Neither can I avoid mentioning the benefit I have derived from my 
able Assistant, Captain Lang, who has been a constant and earnest mover in 
tlie cause of humanity ever since his arrival in Kattywar. I regret that my 
long separation from him has prevented me from obtaining the benefit of his 
advice in the details of the system I am about to propose, by laying before him 
this paper previous to submitting it to Government ; but I have had the advan- 
tage of many long and earnest conversations with him on this interesting sub- 
ject ; and although I am aware that on some points a difference of opinion exists 
between him and myself, yet I have his full concurrence in the main principles 
on which this report is founded. It was to Captain Lang I was indebted for 
the suggestion of the meeting of the tribes, as I have stated in another place^ 
which measure I propose to make of more extensive use than I at first contem- 
plated. 1 likewise derived great assistance from Captain Burnes, Assistant 
Resident in Kutch. The state of Infanticide in Kutch, so indissolubly 
connected with the practice in this province, thu determined o])inion of the 
Rao on the subject, together with many facts in the history of the Jh£U'ejas 
and other Rajpoots, communicated by that officer, have been of great 
service to me. Captain Burnes has studied the subject deeply, and 
written some interesting <**papers on it, one of which is published in the 
Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, and all his 
opinions directly tend to the conclusion that hitherto we have been acting 
on a defective and erroneous plan, which must be altered before we can 
hope finally to eradicate the practice. I have found in Colonel Shirreff, the 
officer commanding the troops in Kattywar, an active co-operator in the cause 
of public instruction and xi|pNtal improvement. He has exerted his abilities 
and influence towards furthering my views, whenever he had an opportunity, 
and has frequently had conversations with the Chiefs, who happened to be at 
Asjkot on business, on the subject of national education, and the awful crime 
of Jufanticide ; aiid his mild manners and moral discourse have far from been 
thrown away on many with whom I have communicated, and in whom I have 
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discovered the benefits of his good advice. Not having a school-room at 
present, I have given over to Colonel Shirreffthe services of one of the Pundits 
I brought from B()ni])ay, and he has already established a school in the bazar. 
I( cannot but be highly satisfactory to Government to know that there is a 
universal feeling of benefaction towards the inhabitants of the province on the 
part of all in any degree of authority in it, which is shared by the person who 
wields the sword, but whose kind disposition leads him to assist in the task of 
governing by the pen. Amidst the enumeration of auxiliaries, it would be unjust 
to omit the name of my Second Assistant^ Captain Jacob. I have obtained 
from this zealous officer many useful and always philanthropic suggestions, 
and shall, on every occasion connected with this difficult subject, avail myself 
of the use of his judgment and abilities. With a full sense of my inability to 
cope with so intricate a subject, I beg to state, that the subject of Female 
Infanticide is one which has occupied my attention for several years past, on 
rny discovering the existence of the practice among the Koompavuts of Edur, 
who, contrary to the repeated injunctions of the late Raja, were in the habit 
of killing every female child. Ever since my appointment to my present 
situation, I may conscientiously state that the subject has occupied my almost 
constant attenti . n and reflection, considering, as I do, that the continuance of 
this diabolical custom among a tribe of people under our jurisdiction, for such 
we have undoubtedly assumed, if we originally possessed it not (which I am 
not by any means prepared to assert), is one of the blots upon the just and 
benevolent rule of British Government in India. In attempting to lay the axe 
to the root of the evil, we must endeavour, as well as we have it in our power, 
to discover what motives could have possibly prejudiced man to rebel to such 
an atrocious extent against his Maker, and against the incontrovertible laws 
which that heavenly Power, acknowledged (under different and frequently cul- 
pable forms, but still acknowledged) by nearly the whole world, has instilled 
into the breasts of men, and held up to^their reverence for their temporal and 
eternal good. To which end it will be necessary to refer to the early history 
of the Jhareja tribe, their original position, their relations with the other tribes 
with which they came in contact on their arrival in Kattywar, and other cir- 
cumstances connected with their history. From Colonel Walker’s admirable 
report on the district of Hallar, the present seat of the dominion of 
the Jharejas, we find that the tribe were originally lords of Sind. The 
cause of their emigration, or, it might have been, expulsion, we are in 
ignorance of : from what we know of the power of the Mahomedan dynasty 
in those days, the supposition is plausible, that they were compelled by 
superior numbers to leave their original inheritance. They, however, arriv- 
ed in Kutch, and, after assistance obtained from the Mahomedan king of 
Ahmedabad, one of their Chiefs succeeded in establishing his power in that 
country. Their persuasion and habits were at that time entirely Mahomedan. 
The inroad injo Kattywar, about five hundred years ago, of the brother of the 
Kutch sovereign (the king having, in revenge for the murder of his father, dis- 
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continued the family title of Jam, one derived from the Emperor Jaknshed, of 
whom the Jhareja family boasted to be descended, and under the Emperor s 
authority assumed that of Rao, still possessed by the Kutch sovereign) ended 
in the conquest of the, north-west district of the peninsula, then under t}fe 
dominion of the Jetwa tribe of Rajpoots, by this powerful band. Upwards 
of 25,000 men are said to have reached Kattywar under Jam Rawul, who 
finally established his power in the port of Nagne (Nagbunder) the site of the 
present town of Nowanuggur. When this host arrived, they found in the 
country the Jetwa, Jhalia, Gohel, Purm, and Waghela Rajpoots. Their 
connection with their Musulman neighbours in the north having been by that 
time dissolved, they had no means of procuring wives from them, and they 
found themselves constrained to assume the casteship of the Rajpoots. How 
they even partially achieved this I cannot explain, but they certainly never 
fully performed it. Colonel Walker relates some accounts which he had heard 
of the legends of the Jharejas as to their Rajpoot extraction, but they must 
strike every person as somewhat fabulous ; and indeed it is not probable that that 
able man could have been imposed upon by such narrations. Colonel Tod 
expressly states, that the Jharejas were originally Rajj)oots, descendants of the 
Jadows, a tradition mingled with fiction, but that by intermarriage with Ma- 
homedans had lost their caste, and therefore were despised by the other Raj- 
poots. The kings of Sind, with the title of Jam, were all Mahomedans, avow- 
edly the progenitors of the Jharejas, as, even in the absence of authentic 
history, which is very defective at that time, can be clearly seen by the names 
of the sovereigns, such as Sulla-ood-deen, Nizam-ood-dcen, &c. I do not 
mean to deny that the Jhareja race were originally idolators, as we know 
that Persia and all the surrounding countries were peopled by' such, when 
Mahomed established his religion. The re-transition from Islamism to the 
haughty aristocratical community of the Rajpoots I confess myself unable to 
trace, but it appears to have been, to a certain extent, recognised, but certainly 
never fully, among the highest Rajpoot principalities. If tradition is true, the 
Jhareja conquerors found much difficulty at first in persuading the Rajpoot 
princes of the peninsula to contract matrimonial engagements with them. Their 
great power, exemplified*in the atrocities conmitted by them in effecting the 
conquest of the Burruda country, and in their numerical strength, enabled them 
at last to overcome the caste feeling of the Rajpoots, and to obtain their 
daughters in marriage. Colonel Tod remarks as follows: — “The Jharejas were 
Rajpoots, a subdivision of the Jadows, but by intermarriages with the Maho- 
medans, to whose faith they became proselytes, they lost their caste. Political 
causes have disunited theo^oiu the Mahomedans, and they desire again to be 
considered as pure Rajpoots, but having been contaminated, no Rajpoots will 
intermarry with them. The owner of a hide of land, whether Seesodia, Rahtore, 
or Chohan, wpuld scorn the hand of a Jhareja princess. Can the sic volo be 
applied to men Who think in this fashion ?” But Colonel Tod himself does not 
attempt to trace the change in the caste of the Jharejas from the time they ruled 
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In Sind, and were Mahomedans, to their incorporation with the Hindoo com- 
)nunity (for, as no conversion is allowed, we cannot call it by that appellatioh)^ 
He gives, in the gravest manner, a genealogical tree of the Rigpoots, deducing 
tl^ir origin, one half from the siin and the other from the moon, confessing, at 
the same time, the indefeasible practice of adoption among the Rajpoots defy- 
ing all genuine descent, which must bring every sensible man to the conclusion 
that, instead of faithful history, he occasionally indulged in amusing fiction ; 
and, in place of confining himself to a simple narration of events, he was 
pleased to enact the part of the most talented Charun or Bhat who ever pro- 
claimed the ostentatious annals of Rajasthan. It is very difficult to ascertain 
whether the Jharejas were at that time addicted to the practice of Female 
Infanticide ; but from Colonel Walker’s minute inquiries, the practice seemed 
to originate from that time. He says, from all evidence he had been able 
to find, the practice commenced about five hundred years ago. The great 
prevalence of the custom in Sind, the origin of which appears to be ascribed 
to an extraordinary morbid feeling of degraflation in any person being able to 
say they had harl carnal connexion with their sister or daughter, renders it 
very probable that the Jharejas, indubitably Chiefs of Sind, brought down 
with them the ^ rinatiiral practice. On the other hand, there is the supposi- 
tion above noticed that upon the arrival of the Jharejas in Kattywar, they 
experienced difficulty in procuring wives from the neighbouring Rajpoot States 
owing to their known backsliding (as the Rajpoots considered it) into 
Islamism. 

This tradition is mentioned by Colonel Walker, who states that eighty-five 
daughters were immolated, not being able to find husbands. I wish we were 
able to establish this as a sound cause of exculpation for the Jharejas, but I 
fear, on investigation, this will not hold good. If the powerful tribe of Jharejas 
which immigrated into Kattywar, and subdued the Jetwas, had the influence 
to induce the Rajpoot inhabitants of the peninsula to give them their daughters 
in marriage, they could have found no difficulty in disposing of their female 
offspring to those Chiefs and their brethren, had they been so inclined. The 
fact of the Jam’s family having only saved two daughters since the establish- 
ment of the family in Kattywar speaks volumes. The Raos of Kutch have 
never preserved one legitimate daughter in their families till the present Chief 
did, one who subsequently died a natural death. Had they ever preserved 
daughters, We should have heard of their living and dying maidens ; but, un^ 
fortunately for the humanity of the Jharqjas, no such occurrence is known, 
save the tradition I have abovementioned, related by Colonel Walker, but such 
I have never been able to trace as being more than fabulous. Jam Tumachee 
saved a daughter sixty-six years ago, and R^Ja Ubhesingjee of Jodhpoor^ 
having come to Dwarka on a pilgrimage, and being received with great 
kindness on the part of the Jam, condescended to accept his daughter in mar« 
riage, which he did with great pomp. This is the solitary instance of a Jhareja 
princess being accepted in marriage by a Rcypoot king. A sister of an ancestor 
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of the Jam’s^ when the family were in Kutch, and before the Kattywar branch 
reached the peninsula, was married to the viceroy of Ahmcdabad, a son of the 
Great Mogul Emperor of Delhi. Tliese are the only two instances of daugh*^ 
tcrs having been preserved by the family of the Jam, With the exception of the 
present Chief, who saved one three years ago tmder the following circum- 
stances. When the Jam left his palace for the purpose of meeting Mr. 
Willoughby on his arrival at Nowanuggur, one of his wives was confined ; the 
messenger, sent to inform the Jam of the female progeny, could not obtain a 
hearing as long as the Chief was with Mr. Willoughby, and when the Jam 
arrived at home the child was several hours old, and he then refused his con- 
sent to destroy her, declaring that it was her “ Ntiseeb.” The Jam professes 
that he will give his daughters to the Rana of Oodepoor, the Maharaja of 
Jodhpoor, and the Maharana of Jcypoor, the heads of the Seesodia, Rahtore^ 
and Kuchwa Rajpoots, but nothing is more true than that none of these princes 
will receive a Jhareja princess in marriage ; they consider them Mahomed- 
ans, and would not listen to a proposal of alliance with them, although on 
one occasion, and one only, it has certainly taken place. They would now 
never consent to bestowing their daughters on the Kao of Kutch, far less on 
the Jam, who is a younger branch of the head race. It is in vain, therefore, 
that the Jam, the primum mobile of the atrocious custom in this province, shall 
say in extenuation of his heinous crime that he can only marry his daughters 
to the Seesodia, Rahtore, or Kuchwa lords, and that, in consequence of the 
difficulty of his obtaining a match for his daughters, he is constrained to 
destroy them. The Seesodias and Rahtores generally would as soon think of 
marrying a Dher woman as a Jhareja. I will, at the expense of harassing the 
Honorable Board, relate an anecdote of the late Raja Gumbeersingjee of Edur, 
with whom I was on terms of intimacy, and who on his deathbed appointed 
me guardian of his only son, Jowansingjee, the present Chief. An Agent of 
the Raja of Drangdra, the Chief of the Jhalla .ribe of Rajpoots, arrived at 
Edur to negotiate the marriage of the son of the Raja with a daughter of the 
Rahtore lord. Gumbeersingjee sent for him (this anecdote was related to me 
by the Agent himself), and asked him what he meant. The ambassador 
humbly preferred his suitf and Gumbeersingjte desired him to leave his terri- 
tory without delay, or he should be summarily dealt with. ** You,” said the 
Raja, give your daughters to Jharejas, — dogs of Musulmans ; and you ask 
for your sons the daughters of Rajpoots : begone, or woe betide you !” The 
characterising features x)f the Jhareja tribe are ignorance, arrogance, and vice. 
Hardly any can read or write. Those in Kattywar affect superiority over all 
other castes of Rajpoots, aj^^f whom are superior to them, both in birth and 
personal qualities, and they are in the habitual exercise of the most diabolical 
vices, some of which are of a nature unfit to be mentioned. The Jam’s family 
is not only in the habit of killing every legitimate daughter, but every illegiti- 
mate ; and when I state that the present Jam has six wives^ and several 
concubines, who are kept in his secret seraglio, besides his assuming to himself 
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the privilege of cohabiting with any female whom his caprice points out, it can 
be supposed what a scene exists of female murder in his palace and environs. 
To watch the progress of crime is most awful. In all Jhareja towns there is 
a Jarge population of those degraded wretches, the Powyas, inmates of brothels 
for the most abominable wickedness. Mandavee, Nowanuggur, Gondul, and 
Uajkot, are the chief seats of these debased specimens of humanity.* The 
Jharejas arc, with few exceptions, in every way a disgrace to the name of 
man. To show any sympathy, therefore, with such people would be dis- 
graceful to an enlightened Government ; but viewing them in the light of 
barbarians, from which state it is impossible to believe that they have totally 
emerged, a lenient treatment of their iniquities, in consequence of tlie wRiit 
of activity on the part of the British Government, and their own ignorance, 
appears to be the most efficacious mode of eradicating their vicious and un- 
natural propensities. Like all Asiatic conquerors, the Jhareja tribe by 
force obtained iu marriage the daughters of the Rajpoot Chiefs whom they 
found in the country on their arrival, but it is authentically proved that they 
never gave their daughters to them in return ; indeed, they had no daughters 
to give, having, iu all probability, brought down with them the diabolical 
practice of ferai»’e iiilinolation from that hot-bed of iniquity, Sind, where it is 
so indiscriminately indulged in even to the present day. It is a matter of some 
.surprise that Mr. Elphinstonc, when on his mission to Afghanistan, did not 
discover the fact of the horrid custom among the Wuzeer Kheil, Barukzyes, 
Alleezyes, Badoozyes, LTlkoozyes, Turreen, &c. sects of Afghans,, who, from 
molive.s of pride, would never suffer any person to have the power to call 
liimself their son in-law or brother-in-law (Janoye or Bunoee) ; but such is 
undoubtedly tlie fact, deposed to by one of themselves before me here. The 
power and consequent pride of the Jam family, who conquered the western 
district of Kattywar about five hundred years since, is the grand cause of the 
continuance of the crime. Whether the Jharejas were resolutely addicted to 
the crime v\lien they arrived in Kutch fr8m Sind, or even when they arrived in 
Kattywar from Kutch, or whether they were induced to the perpetration of it 
from not being able to obtain matches for their daughters among their new 
Rajpoot neighbours, it is indubitable that they could have had no reason to 
continue the commission of it after they had by force of arms established their 
ascendancy in this province by their conquest of the Jetwa territory, and the 
constitution of their capital at Nowanuggur. Had the Jhallas, Jetwas, and 
the other true Rajpoot tribes been able effectually to rosist the Jhareja arms, 
and refuse to give their daughters to a race of spurious descent, and, more^ 
over, who would not give their female offspring in return, the mischievous 
results would have been averted ; bat their physical power prevailed over tho 

* In Mandavee there are forty houses of Powyas ; in Bhooj from fifteen to, twenty ; in Nowa^ 
nuggur, forty ; in Poorbunder (the Jetwas also being female child murderers) eight or ten. 
There are none iq the Jhalla villages, and in Joonagur only one or two; in Rajkot, Dherok 
Moorvre, Qondul, and Dhoriyee, several. 
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customs of the subdued tribes. It is useless to the object we have in view, 
therefore, to pursue this inquiry further, as, whether the Jharejas brought 
the custom with them from Sind, or, oven tracing its history further back, 
that it has some relation with the practice followed by the ancient clas- 
sical nations of exposing children (as alluded to by Colonel Walker in 
his report of March 1808), or that they really did find difficulty in ob- 
taining matches for their daughters, and thence reluctantly commenced it, 
nothing is more certain than that no obstacle exists at the present hour 
to any Jhareja, from the Jam to the owner of a single plough, finding a 
match for his daughter among a class equal in all respects both of caste, con- 
sequence, or substance. If, therefore, the obstacles to the marriage of the 
females are removed, what can be the operating cause for the commission of 
the crime at the present day? 1 think we may assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that the cause is ignorance, arising from want of education. 
Much has been said of the immutability of the Hindoos, but what is immuta- 
bility but ignorance ? Men who in their several occupations arc content to 
tread step for step in the paths wherein their fathers trod, entirely divest 
themselves of the properties of thinking beings. The Jharejas kill their child- 
ren because their fathers did ; and among tlie lower orders, their attention 
never having been drawn to it, they have never even given the subject a thought. 
Are we not, therefore, bound, as their earthly protectors, to place in their power 
the unspeakable advantages of education? I have already stated that the Jam 
jirofesses to give his daughters only to the Oodepoor, Jeypoor, and Jodhpoor 
princes, and to the Raja of Drangdra, the Chief of the Jhalla tribe in Kattywar, 
To the three former he might with equal justice have added the King of Eng- 
land, or the Pope; for although on one occasion the Jodhpoor Raja condescended 
to receive into his seraglio the daughter of the Jam under the peculiar circum- 
stances aboveraentioned, the three Rajpoot houses above alluded to would have 
as much objection to receive the daughter of -he Rao of Kutch, the elder 
branch of the Jam’s family, as would either of the two other personages. 
Such indignation as w^e can imagine would have been displayed by Richard 
Plantagenet, on the possibility being hinted to him of his allying himself with 
the daughter of a serf, wquld undoubtedly be ''xhibited by one of the Rajpoot 
lords of Oodepoor, Jodhpoor, or Jeypoor, on the proposition of a Jhareja 
allianoe being made to them. In order to place Government in possession of 
the requisite information, I here append a memorandum showing the state of 
the customs regarding marriage which are at present in force in Kattywar, 
and from this. Government will be able to judge of the change which it will 
be necessary to effect before Infanticide and its operating causes are discon- 
tinued : — 

^^The Jam professes to give his daughters to the Chief of the Drangdra 
fiimily, or his eldest son and heir, as head of the Jhalla tribe, — to no others in 
Kattywar; but he has never yet given one. In Rajpootana to Oodepoor, Jeypoorji 
and Jodhpoor only ; but they will not take them. But only one daughter oi 
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Jam Lakajce’s has been preseived for these ten generations, and she was 
given to Kamsingjee of Jodhpoor. The Jam will take from Drangdra, Bhow- 
nuggur, Soda ; from the head family of each only. The Drangdra Raja will 
gjve his daughters to the Jam and Rao of Kutch, Poorbunder, and Arreysir (a 
Bhyad of Kutch). He will take from the head Jharejas, such as the Bhyad of 
the Jam, and Waghelas, Chowras, and Gohels. The Raja of Bhownuggur 
will give to the Jam and to the chief family of the Jhallas. He will take from 
the Pirmars, petty Jhallas, Waghelas, and Jetwas; will give to Jharejas and 
Jhallas, and will take frctoi petty Jhallas and Jharejas. Jharejas and Sodas 
will also give their illegitimate daughters to Miisulmans. Instances have hap- 
pened of this. Kessurbaee, the daughter of Rao Khcngarjee, by a concubine 
named Jettee, the real mother of the present Rao, has been married to the 
Nuwab of Joonagur, and the late Jemadar Futteh Mahomed of Kutch was 
married to the late Jhareja Jyajee’s wife’s sister. These two ladies were the 
daughters of Soda Morgee, of Nuggur Parkur. Waghelas will take from 
Jhallas, Pirmars, and Rahtores; and will give to Jhallas, Jharejas, and 
Gohels. Pirmars will give to every sect of Rajpoots, and will take from 
Jharejas, Gohels, and Jhallas.'^ 

Colonel Tod sagaciously remarks that, although religion nowhere autho- 
rises this barbarity, the laws which regulate marriage amongst the Rajpoots 
powerfully promote Infanticide. Not only is intermarriage prohibited between 
families of the same clan (Carapa), but between those of the same tribe (Gote) ; 
and though centuries may have intervened since their separation, and branches 
thus transplanted may have lost their original patronymic, they can never be 
regrafted on the original stem. For instance, though eight centuries have 
separated the two grand subdivisions of the Gehlotes, and the younger, the 
Secsodia, has superseded the elder, the Aharya, each ruling distinct States, a 
inarriage between any of the branches would be deemed incestuous. The 
Seesodia is yet brother to the Aharya, and regards every female of the race 
as his sister. Every tribe has, therefbre, to look abroad, to a race distinct 
from its own, for suitors for the females. Foreign war, international feuds, or 
other calamities, aflFect tribes the most remote from each other, nor can war 
or famine thin the clans of Marwar without diminishing the female population 
of Amber. Thus both suffer in a two-fold degree. Many virtuous and hu- 
mane princes have endeavoured to check or mitigate an evil, in the eradica- 
tion of which every parental feeling would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts 
alone can control it ; and the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of 
despotism to permit it to rule within their private dwellings. The plun propos- 
ed, and in some degree followed, by the great Jeysing of Amber, might with 
caution be pursued, and with great probability of success. He submitted to 
the prince of every Jlajpoot State a decree, which was laid before a convoca- 
tion of their respective vassals, in which he regulated the Daeja, or dower, 
and other marriage expenditure, with reference to the property of the vassal, 
limiting it to* one year's income of the estate.” 
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18. I. — The first measure, therefore, which I shall propose, is that ail the 
Rajpoot Cliiefs in Kattywar sliall be required (and I sincerely believe that 
they can be persuaded) to enter into an engagement that they will not give their 
daughters to any tribe who will not give them their daughters in return. TJje 
pride and the determined wickedness of the Jharejas w ill thereby be struck at; 
and their proper position in society be defined without any violent measures. 

II. — That the Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to enter into a stipulation 
that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of their Bhyad shall not 
exceed the amount to be fixed at a general meeting of the caste, and be in- 
formed that Government will cheerfully assist the indigent to the same extent 
as any otlier caste, but not to a greater. 

III. — Although I deprecate the resort to severity in the outset, and even 
at this stage of the business, still I am far from recommending that no punish- 
ment should be held up to the Jharejas in case they will persevere in the 
iniquity. I therefore consider that a distinctly specified penalty ought to be 
proclaimed in case of the infringement of their engagements after a certain 
time, to be fixed by Government. This ought, 1 consider, to be divided into 
two heads, viz. first, loss of Giras ; second, degradation. 1 consider these penal- 
ties to be reasonable, just, and efficacious. After the unwearied attention the 
Chiefs have seen has been paid to the subject by the late Political Agent, evinc- 
ing the deep anxiety on the part of his (jovernment to abolish the practice, 
and after the explicit intimation of its intentions, which 1 have communicated 
to almost every Jhareja Chief personally and in the clearest manner, the Chiefs 
can have no right to expect less. Besides, too great a relaxation of measures at 
this period would tend to impress the Chiefs with a sense of the weakness of 
our cause, and defeat our object. I shall presently allude to a proposition 
made by several Jhareja Chiefs, to the effect that they would bind themselves, 
under penalty of loss of their estates, to abolish the practice, on promise of 
amnesty for the past, and I feel sure that almc U every, if not every Chief 
would willingly agree to this. If th'ey do not, however. Government will 
probably decide that we have gained the undoubted right to place before them 
that alternative. The (chiefs themselves know well the engagements their 
ancestors entered into witl^ Colonel Walker on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, and they all witirone accord declare that the British Government has 
religiously maintained its part in the obligation. To inform, therefore, the 
Chiefs explicitly that the Government has broken its terms with them, in 
consequence of their repeated breach of their part of the stipulation, is nothing 
more than justice, and that, therefore, they shall be deprived of their hereditary 
property. This principle, ^hink, ought to be applied to the Chiefs who are 
proved not to have discoun^anced the practice in their territories. Those of 
minor importance, who are seen to countenance the crime, tp be degraded by not 
being allowed to sit in the presence of the Agent or otherwise,*' The objec- 

* Sir John Malcolm says, in his work on Central liidia: — **ln speaking to those Natives who 
fiyqyed superior rank and station under the authority or control of the British Government. I 
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tion made by Champraj Wala to be tried by Jhareja Chiefs I confidently assert 
has been productive of the greatest benefit. The Jharejas have opened their 
eyes ; they now see that they will inevitably be degraded if this custom is 
cqptinued, and especially they perceive that a detestation of the practice has 
commenced throughout the country. I have so laboured lately to impress 
upon the Jharejas the indignation of the British Government against such an 
atrocity, sometimes by mildness and sometimes by stern denunciation, that I 
am truly of opinion that a revolution has already taken place in the minds of 
the Jhareja population, and that the result will hereafter be manifest. 

IV. — The principle of the responsibility of the Chiefs for the conduct of their 
Bhyad and vassals to be strictly observed. This is according to immemorial 
custom, and, besides, the principle on which Colonel Walker framed his settled- 
merits, subscribed to by the Chiefs themselves. 

V. — The minute scrutiny by the census to be the test, and all Chiefs to be 
enjoined to grant their eflicient aid to the census. 

VI. — On the occasion of Soorajee’s case being brought forward, there was 
a petition on the part of some of the Chiefs, to the effect that if a general 
amnesty was given to the committers of the crime, they would engage most 
solemnly to disc mtinue it for the future. The same proposition was repeated 
by the Jam in his letter which I had the honour to forward on the 12th of 
this month, and has since been repeated to me by many Jhareja and other 
Chiefs. I am disposed sincerely to recommend this measure to Government ; 
punishment is resorted to, Non qvia peccatum est, sednepeccetulr ; therefore, if we 
have a reasonable hope of abolishing this atrocity by means of persuasion and 
collateral subsidiary enactments, the immediate resort to rigour is not expedient. 

I have strong hopes that the pardon granted to former transgressors will enlist 
the people, not only the Jhareja, but other tribes, in our favour, and that such 
a feeling will give weight and efficiency to the measures of coercion, of which it 
will in future be necessary to make, use, should determined offenders bedetected, 
and thereby secure, eventually, effectual Success to our exertions. I here owe 
an apology to Government for directly contravening their views, but I must 
throw myself on the indulgence of the Honorable Board. I am now advanc-* 
ing opinions strongly opposed to the previously expressed orders of the Govern- 
ment, and, most probably, I am erroneous in the view 1 take of this question. 
The Government, in reply to a letter of mine, in which I deprecated the system 
of espionage, declared that, whenever a charge was preferred, or suspicion 
of a case of Infanticide exists, inquiry should immediately follow, otherwise 
we can never hope to suppress the practice.’* In the Government letter of the 

9th July 1836, paragraph 5, the views of Government are more vehemently 
% 

have always expressed my horror at self-immolation, and my hope that through their influence in 
society and their desire not to outrage the feelings of their European superiors, it would in time 
be abolished. But with regard to Infanticide, I have ever, when it was mentioned, stated my 
idihorrence of the murders that were committed under the plea of this usage, and refused to 
see those who practised it. Such sentiments were never found to give offence.'* 
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expressed as to the rigour to be pursued in cases of suspected Infanticide 
“ Captain Lang’s remark of the necessity of clear and rigorous examination of 
every case to which the smallest suspicion attaches^ is, in the opinion of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council, perfectly just.’* I humbly conf^s 
myself to be of an entirely different opinion, but perfectly ready to carry out 
the views dictated by the superior Wisdom of Government, to their full extent, 
In the case of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council adhering to 
the sentiments communicated to me so decidedly in the letter alluded to. Much 
as it would distress me to be obliged to violate the sanctity of a Rajpoot 
family, still I shall ever consider it my duty to obey the paramount orders of 
my superior authority, in opposition to my own personal feelings. I therefore 
beg to submit to the wisdom of the Honorable Board the proposition that the 
period of two years, or such other time as Government shall decide, shall 
be granted to the Jharejas and others in the habit of committing the crime, 
during which time no investigation shall be made either with regard to former 
or late cases, and that the result of the census at the termination of that period 
shall be the test. If Government, in its wisdom and benevolence, agrees to 
this proposition, the intermediate means to which I should wish to resort for 
the suppression of this enormity are kind treatment and persuasion, never 
losing sight of the exposition of the penalty in case of determined disobedience^ 
I have already experienced the immense benefits of personal communication 
with the Chiefs, and I shall consider it a paramount duty for me to visit every 
Jhareja district, and hold an earnest and explicit conversation with the Chiefs 
as well as with as many of the lower orders, as I may be able. It may appear 
inconsistent with the view of the question I have expressed throughout this 
report, regarding the evils of domestic inquisition, for me to recommend the 
continuance of the census, which must involve inquisition to a certain extents 
I should greatly rejoice were there any plan which seemed at all feasible by 
which this step might be avoided ; but, after tLe repeated breach of faith on 
the part of the Jharejas, it is evident that it Would be trifling with the subject 
to rely on their promises, and no means exist but the census of ascertaining the 
fact of their having kept their engagements or not. Besides, conciliatory 
conduct on the part of tlw censors, (one of wb3m Government has already sanc- 
tioned, is to be a respectable woman,) and care in paying every attention to the 
feelings of the people which the nature of the case will admit, will soften, as 
much as we have it in our power, the evil which it is indispensably necessary 
to incur. The present censor, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, is a man of 
integrity and zeal ; but, to prevent as far as we are able the chance of collusion 
or error, the consequence^ which would be so fatal, such important interests 
being at stake, I should beg to propose the employment, for the present, of 
another censor on the same salary. By dividing the Jhareja districts between 
the two censors, and sending them to different districts each year from those 
they Visited the last, the chances of mistake would be greatly diminished, at an 
inconsiderable expense^ 
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VII. — The assistance of the Rao of Kutch, the head of the Jhareja com* 
munity, is one of the most essential desiderata towards the suppression of the 
crime ; and I am rejoiced to inform Government that I have in my possession 
tsanslation of a private and confidential letter written by His Highness the 
Rao, in answer to a secret application on the part of the Jam for his advice 
as to the conduct he was to pursue with regard to the practice, on the renew- 
ed notice of the custom on the part of Government. This document was fur- 
nished to me by my friend, Captain Burnes, in a communication in which he 
said that His Highness wrote it in his own hand, and that the original draft was 
couched in far stronger terms, and that it was only through the advice of some 
of his dependants that he had been induced to dilute it. Then note is as follows: — 

“ You have asked my advice, through Mehta Toolseedas, about killing 
female children, to which the Sirkar is making objections. My reply is, as to 
what you have written, I believe that if it was not an improper thing the 
Sirkar would not notice it, and if it is an improper thing how can we agree to 
pursue it? My advice is this: when Colonel Walker arranged the affairs of 
this part of the country, I have understood that you entered into engagements 
pledging your Kowl* to maintain them. That pledge continue to respect ; and 
you ought to ^dopt every measure accordingly, because the Sirkar is anxious 
that we do not violate the precepts of our Dhurm Shasters. Such is their wish, 
and we ought to entertain the same, and strive by all means to accomplish good.” 

Here we have the very essence of success ; — The feudal superior of all the 
Jhareja tribe, an educated and intelligent young man, in the practice of justice 
and benevolence, addicted to no vices, with a warm desire for knowledge, and 
great and sincere attachment to the British Government ; His Highness being 
on the side of the great cause, we cannot possibly, if we judiciously take ad- 
vantage of our position, fail in the cause of humanity. As I have above said, 
a great revolution will necessarily be created in the Rajpoot community in 
Kattywar by the entire suppression of Infanticide on the part of the Jharejas. 

1 beg leave to propose that the general convocation of the Chiefs cf the Rajpoot 
race, sanctioned by Government, shall be held at Bhooj, in the presence of the 
Resident in Kutch and myself, where a plan can be distinctly drawn out for 
the conduct and observance of all classes, for the end of reconciling all dis- 
cordant customs, and fixing the social relations of the Rajpoot race in this 
part of the country on a secure and permanent basis. The first great object 
would be to induce the Chiefs to agree to a stipulation that they would give 
their daughters to none who will not give their daughters in return in mar- 
riage to them. We cannot hope to abolish that law among the Rajpoots 
which prevents any of a kindred tribe interchanging daughters, neither is it 
expedient ; but we can surely obtain the fulfilment of the agreement I have 
now stated. We have the highest possible authority for such a regulation, — 
that of no less a personage than Rana Jeysing of Amber, one of the noblest of 
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* Solemn word of honour. 
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the Rajpoot race ; he exerted himself to the utmost towards the extinction of 
this abominable practice, and enacted sumptuary measures similar to those 
now proposed for the abolition of the custom. Colonel Tod says, in his work 
on Rajasthan, as above quoted — ** Many virtuous and humane princes have 
endeavoured to check or mitigate an evil, in the eradication of which every 
parental feeling would co-opemte. Sumptuary edicts alone can control it, and 
the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of despotism to permit it to 
rule within their private dwellings. The plan proposed, and in some degree 
followed, by the great Jeysing of Amber, might with caution be pursued, and 
with great probability of success. He submitted to the prince of every 
Rajpoot State a decree, which was laid before a convocation of their respcc- 
tive vassals, in which he regulated the Daeja, or dower, and other marriage 
expenditure, with reference to the property of the vassal, limiting it to one 
year's income of the estate.” This being made known to the Rajpoots here, 
would have the most beneficial effect. 

VIII. — I now come to the last proposition which my judgment dictates to 
me to be submitted to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, to the 
end of the abolition of this iniquity ; and I confess my implicit conviction that 
it is not only the best, but the only means by which Government has it in its 
power effectually and finally to eradicate the atrocious crime now under con- 
sideration. 1 mean education, menial improvement, and moral amelioration 
of the mass of the people , — Virtutis indagatrix expuUrixqve vitiorwn ; and 
without which all our best efforts must be abortive. Among such a population, 
drowned in ignorance, superstition, and vice, what engine can be used to re- 
claim them ? As to the Jharejas themselves, any reasonable man would at once 
declare that no law could control their iniquity. The voice of conscience, the 
representative of God in the hearts of men, ** GoiTs umpire^* is entirely hushed 
in the breasts of these relentless wretches. To awaken within them this divine 
monitor, to what earthly power can we appeal ? It is true that no one became 
infamous all at once, but it is equally so that no one sunk in the deepest abyss 
of iniquity can ever suddenly become virtuous. It has been well remarked, 
that when we look into the history of the world, two things are seen upon 
every page — man’s ign 9 ya 1 &ce and man’s wickedness.” History presents another 
truth : the most ignorant individuals as well as nations have been the most 
vicious and degraded. The Jharejas themselves are a forcible example of this 
truth. The present condition of the world reveals slavery and misery where the 
people are ignorant, and liberty and happiness where there is mental and moral 
light : where the mind is not improved by virtue and knowledge, it will be 
governed and debased by iffit passions and appetites, and employed in planning 
and executing that which destroys happiness and prevents improvement. How 
far human suffering may be attributed to ignorance, or bow many of the evils 
which have and do still exist among the inhabitants of the ear A originated 
from ignorance, would be difficult to ascertain, but we know enough to be 
4uiaured that the amount of suffering from ignorance is unmeasurable, and the 
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evils unmeasurable. Ignorance has not only multiplied evils by misapplying 
what is goodi but has given an imaginary existence to many of the most fear- 
ful nature which have long distressed and enslaved the human race. Ignorance 
apd error have always led to the commission of the most atrocious deeds of 
wickedness, and to the habitual adherence to crime. The Jharejas, by a 
legend repeated by Colonel Walker, and preserved to the present day, give as 
an excuse for their iniquity, the sanction of a Rajgor, or spiritual preceptor, for 
the unnatural practice ; but it is well established, that a religion like theirs, 
based on the deepest superstition, will lead men to the worst and most im- 
pious actions. It has been frequently known that mothers have, under the 
influence of this species of superstitious feeling, been induced to desire the death 
of their offspring, contrary to the wish of the father. The following anecdote 
is related in Mr. Wilkinson’s report on Infanticide. 

The following statement may,^I believe, be relied on as a fact ; it was made 
to me by the Rajgor Vukeel, by name Kondoo Punt Show, who is distin- 
guished amongst those about me for his superior regard for truth ; his bent, too, 
was towards softening the traits related. He told me that Thakoor Meghsing, 
a Chundrawut Rajpoot of the Rampoor family, and a connexion of the Rajgor 
Chief, had had four daughters ; that he had preserved two of these and des- 
troyed the others. That the elder of the daughters preserved had reached the 
age of nineteen, but that he had been unable from his poverty to secure a suit- 
able match for the girl ; that this difficulty had appeared so great a calamity to the 
Thakooranee, his wife, that she had proposed to destroy the younger daughter 
by poison, who was still only five years old, to save her from the like disgrace 
of remaining unmarried after reaching years of puberty. The Thakoor pub- 
licly and freely discussed the propriety of following the mother’s advice, but 
that he, the Vukeel, on hearing the proposal, was horrified, and warned him 
against committing so cruel a murder, threatening him with the Agent’s displea- 
sure. How perverted and how utterly annihilated must all the best feelings of 
our nature be in a tribe where such a pfbposition could be not only entertain- 
ed by an individual of it, but deliberately canvassed in the community ! What^ 
except dire blindness and superstition,. tantum potuit suadere malorum ? 
People in this deplorable state of ignorance never can be expected to feel their 
proper relations either towards God or man. Not having their moral or 
intellectual nature developed or put in exercise by mental and moral instruc- 
tion, they are ignorant of any other happiness but that derived from the 
gratification of their lowest natures, their animal appetites and passions. The 
principal cause, therefore, of this as well as of other human evils, is a sensual 
and diseased nature domineering over tlie moral and intellectual nature. If 
knowledge is of use in other communities, of bow much greater benefit 
it must be to such a race, wbo^ instead of knowing nothing, know nothing 
but what is bad. There never has been an instance since the creation of the 
world of any community, entirely devoid of knowledge and instruction^ being 
in the practice of virtuous actions, or, indeed, not being in the habitual 
practice of bad. To expect, therefore, an exception to such si fact in the 
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inhabitants of this province would be tantamount to shooting at the sun. They 
have, I fear, enough to answer for ; but it is only to be wondered at, when 
their profound state of ignorance is considered, that they are not a worse 
and more immoral race than they actually are. Mr. Wilkinson, who has devot- 
ed his distinguislied talents and indefatigable research to this subject, made 
a very important and remarkable discovery, viz. that on the commission of the 
atrocious deed, the Jhareja considered himself so far polluted as to require the 
purification used by Hindoos on the occasion of any offence being committed 
against his spiritual rules, and that such was usually performed by a present 
of food, Seeda Surunjam, to the Brahmin or Brahmins who were his family 
priests. I made inquiries if that were the case in this province, and find 
that such was the custom formerly, but, for purposes of concealment, it was 
never now resorted to. The committers of the crime now, therefore, do not 
possess even the show of conscience. I need not dilate on such a subject 
generally, but will bring it to bear on the present question in a more particular 
manner. Out of the twenty-eight Chiefs to whom Mr. Willoughby sent the 
proclamation, only eight or nine can read. The Chiefs of Rajkot and Gondul 
have not the most remote knowledge of that art. Two copies were sent to 
the Jam, but he declared himself he had never read it, indeed, it would have 
been as much as he could do to have perused it in a day. The Chief of 
Gondul, when I asked him, said he had not heard it read, but that he had 
heard from his minister that a paper had come from the Sirkar about female 
children.^' The generality of the Jhareja Chiefs replied, that they had received 
the paper, placed it on their heads, and sent their salaams to Mr. Willoughby in 
return.’’ The poorer Chiefs, Talookdars of one village, never had the procla- 
mation read to them, and, if they had heard it read, would have found diffi- 
culty in comprehending it without assistance. I have already in my report, 
dated the 1st of May last, brought to the notice of Government the deplor- 
able state of ignorance among the Chiefs of thir province, their Bhyad, or 
brethren ; and unless Government deliberately resolves to extend the advan- 
tages of education over this community, no hope can be entertained 
of finally and effectually eradicating this atrocious custom. I have already 
exerted myself toward tj^is object by disseminating copies of two small 
works in Guzerathee, which 1 originally procured from my friend, Mr. 
Wilkinson. I have distributed copies to every Jhareja, and many other Raj- 
poot Chiefs, many of whom eagerly accepted them. I have, with the assistance 
of the two Pundits whom I brought with me from Bombay, translated several 
different works into Guzerathee for distribution among the Chiefs and such 
as will value them. A short history of the state of England, moral tales, 
grammars, spelling-books, are already completed, and ready to be trans- 
mitted to Bombay to be lithographed. If Government lyill, in their wisdom, 
grant an amnesty towards this blind and misguided race, I will occupy my 
time in travelling over the province, addressing myself to the Chiefs them- 
selves personally, calling up any latent good feelings which haay still lie, 
though dormant, in. their breasts, exhorting them to adherence to their engage- 
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ments and the practice of virtue. By such means, even with the limited 
acquaintance I possess of the manners and customs of the natives of the 
peninsula, I feel confident of gaining a large number of converts to the cause 
of virtue, even if I should not succeed in entirely abolishing the atrocity. In 
the letter dated 27th April 1836* from the Honorable the Court of Directors, 
it is clearly stated that ** Mr. Willoughby's report on the effect of our measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide in Kattywar is highly creditable to him, and 
is on the whole satisfactory. For, though it shows that the practice still prevails 
very extensively, it shows also that a great and progressive decrease has been 
produced by the efforts of the British Government. It is impossible not to 
concur in the observations of Mr. Willoughby f when he says that, ^to effect 
the complete extinction of the practice we must enlist the feelings of the com- 
munity on our side ; we must, more especially in the first instances that are 
brought to light, avoid the danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them who might otherwise be 
disposed to do so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with us, 
and inflict such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just by the 
respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity 
will be long regarded, or may altogether fail.' On these grounds we should 
have disapproved of the infliction upon the Chief of Rajkot (who was proved to 
have, in violation of his engagement, destroyed his female infant) of any severer 
penalty than that which you have imposed upon him." 

This is the direct and most true policy. Truth prevails by delay and expo- 
sure," and by a steady adherence to such principles the truth must eventually 
conquer. The principles upon which I propose to act are all in perfect 
accordance with the above-expressed opinion of the Honorable Court, of 
which I shall never lose sight. Again, let us consider the immense advan- 
tages we shall acquire by having effected this desirable reformation by gentle 
means instead of violent ! When its final abolition shall have been effected, 
the people will look back with astonishment at the wickedness of their fathers 
and learn to bless the British Government, who had conducted them by sure 
and firm steps to a state of virtue and happiness. 

19. I beg to refer you to my letter of the let ultimo, for the principles on 
which I wish to propose that the education of the natives of the province 
should be conducted. 

20. Should Government concur with me in the view I have taken of the sub- 
ject, it will be expedient to make a few alterations in the proclamation issued in 
September 1834, which, I should suggest, should be in some measure modified. 
The eulogy to the Jam ought, I think, to be omitted, and the reference to the 
state of the population in the other Talookas, which is in some cases erroneous. 
I see no objection to the insertion of the renewed agreemc^nt of Jam Jussajee 

* Vide extraq^ from the Honorable Court’s despatch, given at page 472 of this Selec- 
tion. 

t Vide page 467. 
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of 1812, in which allusion is made to the Shasters, but the penalties, in case of 
infraction of their engagements for the future, ought, in my opinion, to be more 
distinctly spedfied. I therefore append a draft of an amended proclamation 
(vide Appendix B), suited to existing circumstances, for the approval of 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. I also forward for sanction a 
draft of a circular letter (vide Appendix C) which I propose to issue to all 
the Chiefs, for the purpose of inducing them to meet me, and settle the subsi- 
diary arrangements consequent on the renunciation of the practice of Infanti- 
cide. I consider that this meeting ought, as I have above stated, to be held 
at Bhooj, and all the principal Chiefs of Katty war and Kutch summoned to 
attend. I am confident of being able to command the attendance of all the 
Chiefs interested on this side the Gulf ; and I hope Government will use their 
influence with the Rao and the Chiefs in that country also to attend the 
assembly. The Resident in Kutch I hope will be addressed by Government 
particularly to lend his earnest and able co-operation towards the measures 
now contemplated, for nothing but unanimity and activity can ensure success. 

21 . 1 have the honour to append a statement of the state of the Infanticide 
Fund up to his date. (Appendix D.) 

22. I likewise annex, for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council, copy of agreements entered into by the Chiefs of Malwa, 
at Mr. Wilkinson’s instigation, for the purpose of abolishing the crime of 
Infanticide. (Appendix E.) 

23. The censor has already left this for the purpose of taking the census 
of the province of Hallar, which I have every hope will be completed in a 
few months, when the result shall be laid before Government, with any remarks 
that may occur to me on the subject. 

24. The population of the peninsula of Kattywar is known to be very 
small in comparison with other tracts of country of a similar extent, and it 
cannot be doubted but that the custom of FemaL Infanticide must have tended 
in a great degree to this result. The tower orders of Rajpoots are mostly culti- 
vators by profession, or employ themselves in the other occupations of pro- 
ductive labour, so that the deficiency of women among so large a tribe as the 
Jharejas must have don^ much mischief to thife prosperity of the country. By 
the abolition, therefore, of this long-continued custom, besides the important 
service rendered to the cause of humanity and virtue, the British Government 
will confer a lasting temporal benefit on the inhabitants of this province. 

25. I am at present engaged in the inquiries alluded to in the 6th para- 
graph of my letter to Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s address of the 12th of this 
month, respecting the oth^ classes in the province who are addicted to this 
vice, but they are not at p^sent sufficiently advanced to be of any service 
towaids the general question, and will hereafter be brought to the notice of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Erskinb, 

Political Agent. 


Ryhotf 30M June 1837. 
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P.S, — I shall delay furnishing the Resident in Kutch with a copy of this 
report until the receipt of the answer of Government as to whether my views 
are approved of, or not, by the Honorable Board. 


APPENDIX A. 

ExtTMtfrom a Later to C. E. Trbvblyan, Esq,, Deputy Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Fort William ; dated Z\st August 1835. 

The suppression of In&nticide appears to me by far the most difficult subject 
that we have ever had to deal with in India : Suttees, or the immolation of 
children in the Ganges, were nothing when compared to it. They simply 
required the fiat of the Government to put a stop to them in our own terri- 
tories ; but even to check Infanticide we have to oppose not only sentiments 
which are strong enough to suppress the common feelings of human nature, and, 
I may even say, of the most savage wild animals, but to interfere in the most 
secret and sacred affairs amongst the higher classes of natives, of women ; for 
no one who has been a short time in India, and has used his powers of obser- 
vation, can have helped perceiving how scrupulously every man pretending to 
respectability rei.ains from any allusion to his females, old or young. 

When I first came to Kutch ten years ago, I set out with all the zeal of a 
new comer to root out the practice, but I soon discovered my mistake. 
The Mehtas, sent at my request by the then Regency, were either cajoled by 
false returns, or expelled from towns and villages, not only by the classes 
charged with the crime, but by the other inhabitants whom long habit bad 
taught to view the business with indifference, if not absolute approbation. I 
next got the Durbar to summon all the Jharejas to Bhooj, and, partly by threat 
and partly by persuasion, arranged with them to furnish quarterly statements 
of the births within their respective estates. This plan I saw from the outset 
was defective, but it was the best I could^hit upon at the moment. It proved, 
however, an utter failure ; within six months most of the Jharejas declared 
their inability to act up to their agreement, even as far as regarded their 
nearest relations. 

Several fathers, for instance, assured me that they dare not establish such a 
scrutiny n^rding their grown-up sons, and the few censuses that were fur- 
nished 1 found to have been drawn up by guess-work from what may be term- 
ed the j^tittle-tattle of the village. My next idea was, that as all the Jharejas 
profess to be blood relations of the Rao of Kutch, they might be requested to 
announce to him as the head of the tribe, as well as government, the fact of 
their wives being enceinte, and eventually the result. This scheme appeared 
feasible to the ministers, but when we proposed it to the Jhareja members of 
the Regency, they received it with feelings of equal dii^ust and horror. Two 
modes further suggested themselves of carrying our object. The one to use 
direct authority and force ; but that would, no doubt, be at variance with the 
spirit, if not the letter of the treaty. The other to grant a portion to every 
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Jhareja girl on her marriage. This latter method had been proposed to the 
Bombay Government by my predecessor (Mr. Gardiner), had been explicitly 
negatived, and that negative had been confirmed by the Honorable Court of 
Directors ; under these circumstances I was obliged to remain quiet. Sir John 
Malcolm came to Bhooj in March 1830. He made a speech to the assem- 
bled Jharejas on the enormity of the crime, and told them the English nation 
would force the East India Company to dissolve all connection with a people 
who persisted in it. The Jharejas, of course, individually denied the charge, 
but they afterwards inquired from me how the Governor could talk so to them 
at a moment when we were courting the friendship of Sind, in which child- 
murder is carried to a much greater extent than even in Kutch, for it is a well- 
known fact, that all the illegitimate offspring born to men of any rank in that 
country are indiscriminately put to death, without reference to sex. Sub- 
sequent to Sir John’s visit, an impostor of the name of Vijjia Bhutt went 
to Bombay, presented a petition to Government setting forth my supine- 
ness, and offering, if furnished with some Peons, to do all that was required. 
This petition was referred to me to report on, which I did as it merited, and 
matters lay in abeyance till the young Rao was installed in July 1834, when 
he adopted the most decided steps to enforce that article of the treaty which 
provides for the suppression of Infanticide. He took a paper from the 
whole of his brethren, reiterating that stipulation, and agreeing to abide the 
full consequences if they broke it. I officially promised the Rao our support 
in all his measures, and we have been watching ever since for an occasion to 
make a signal example ; but the difficulty of tracing and bringing home such 
an allegation will be understood from this letter, and it would be ruin to at- 
tempt to do so on uncertain grounds and fail. I do, however, think that our 
best, perhaps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who is most sincere 
in his detestation of the crime and his wish to stop it. 

I quite concur with Mr. Wilkinson that Infanticide is carried to an extent 
of which we have hardly yet a complete notion in India. The Rao told me 
very recently, that he had just found out that a tribe of Musulmans called “Sum- 
mas,” who came originally from Sind, and now inhabit the islands in the 
Runn, paying an ill-defined obedience to Kutch, put all their daughters to death 
merely to save the experjse and trouble of rearing them. He has taken a 
bond from all the heads of the tribe to abandon the horrid custom, but, as he 
justly remarked, he has hardly the means of enforcing it. 

I had no intention, when I took up my pen, of saying so much, but have 
been insensibly drawn on to tell you aJl I know of Infanticide in Kutch ; of its 
origim I can only repeat the general tradition of its being a scheme hit on by 
o ilW l p be Jharejas to prevdR their daughters, who cannot marry in their own 
tHh^pom disgracing llieir families by prostitution. The Jharejas of Kutch 
ha^^^ierhaps, adopted all the vices, whilst they have few or none of the saving 
qtialities of MusUlmans. No people appear to have so thorough a contempt for 
women, and yet, strange to say, we often seethe “dowagers” of households 
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taking the lead in both public and private matters amongst them. Their tenets 
arci however^ that women are innately vicious; and it must be confessed that 
they have good cause to draw this conclusion in Kutch, in which I strongly 
suspect there is hardly one chaste female. We can understand the men amongst 
the Jharejas getting reconciled to Infanticide, from hearing it spoken of from 
their very births as a necessary and laudable proceeding; but several instances 
have been told to me where young mothers, just before married from other ' 
tribes, and even brought from distant countries, have strenuously uiged the 
destruction of their own infants, even in opposition to the father’s disposition 
to spare them. This is a state of things for which I confess I cannot offer any 
explanation, and which would astonish us in a tigress or a she wolf. 

(A true extract) 

(Signed) Henry Pottinger. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Erskine, 

Political Agent. 


APPENDIX B. 

Bv THE British Government. 

t 

A Proclamation, 

1. Notwithstanding^ the great anxiety so often evinced on the part of the 
Sirkar, concerning the abolition of the wicked custom of killing female 
infants, which has so long existed in the province of Kattywar, it still appears, 
from returns of the population of the Jharejas and others, that this crime is up 
to the present day committed. 

2. Mr. Willoughby, the late Political Agent, took the greatest interest in 
this subject, yet the people appear to have neglected his benevolent advice and 
the orders of Government. 

3. Setting both God and man at defiance, the Jharejas, and even .some 
others, have persevered up to this time in this atrocity. 

4. Every person possessed of reason knows that there is an Eternal and 
Almighty Power on high, to whom every mortal is responsible, and who. will 
exact strict retribution from those who o^tinately and wickedly tnuu^ress his 
laws, while he loves and protects all who obey his word. 

5. To the good government of the afiairs of this tempoi^ world it is also 
requisite that in every community there should be a parmount power. The 
rules and ordinances deliberately settled by such are binding on all who owe 
obedience to that powfer, and who are protected by its just laws. 

6. The British Government here informs the perpe*w4qqi of this crime 
that it is no longer pottible to set the laws of God. and man a;t . defiance^ and . 
that Government is determined td t^e resolnte steps to abolish this iniquity 

70 o 
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End to attempt to bring the Jharejas and those who continue the commission 
of the crime to reason and to virtue. 

7. The steps which the Government are resolved to puraue towards 
this end have been communicated to the Chiefs, and are now declaned 
irrevocable. 

8. The British Government, taking into consideration the habits and 
customs of the different castes, has determined on holding an assembly of the 
principal Rajpoot Chiefs for the purpose of reconciling any differences, and of 
concerting a sensible system of social intercourse to be decided upon by the 
Chiefs themselves, taking into their serious consideration the interests of their 
respective tribes and brotherhoods, assisted by the British Government’s 
representative. At this meeting every argument can be discussed and all 
circumstances and all opinions listened to and decided upon, in a temperate 
and impartial manner, so that the interests of no paily can possibly suffer. 

9. The British Government has no desire to intrude on the privacy of 
any Rajpoot family further than the interests of truth and of justice require ; 
for which reason the Government intends to discontinue the system of inqui- 
sition into private families, with the exception of the censors, and to give the 
Jhareja tribe, and others who are in the habit of perpetrating the crime of 
child-murder, a space of time, including two years from this time, to renounce 
this atrocious practice. A strict scrutiny of the state of the population shall 
be kept up, and at the end of that period, if it shall be evident that the 
custom has not been distinctly abandoned, the British Government intends to 
resort to the last extremity of condign punishment 

10. By the parental settlements of the illustrious Colonel Walker, by 
whose means the estates of all the Girassias were guaranteed to them, it was 
settled that every Chief should be responsible for the behaviour of his 
Bhyad. This rule can never be departed from. 

11. Should the Jhareja and other Chiefs who allow this wickedness to be 
committed, still persevere after this serious remonstrance, they are hereby to 
know that the penalty affixed is entire loss of Girass and degradation in the 
eyes of the community. Every Chief shall forfeit his estate, and no Jhareja 
shall be allowed to apprpach the Sirkar, except at a distance, and with his 
shoes oflnike a Dher. 

12. These orders are irrevocable ; but let every one know that those who 
respect the rules of Government shall be for ever upheld, and every indulgence 
shall be shown to those who continue in a good and virtuous course. 

13. The British Government observes with much satisfaction the conduct 
of the Drappa Bhyad, who, have preserved as many daughters as sons. It is 

igready to be hoped that thjf%byad has the honour of being the first to set 
the virtuous example of having renounced this horrid sin^ but should any man, 
through folly or wickedness, have still committed the crime, l^him beuwareof 
the penalties he incurs, and let him pursue a course of virtue ip obedience to 
the law of the Shasters and. of die Sirkar, 
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14. This Proclamation is to be read to every Talookdar. in the presence of 
his whole Durbar, Bhyad, and others present at the Hoozoor, and all Karbarees 
are strictly enjoined to have it read and explained to the Thakoors and others 
concerned, and Govemmmit will not overlook the n^Iect of Karbarees on 
such a subject. 

Here will follow the renewed engagements entered into with the Jam in 1812. 

(Signed) Jambs Erskine, 

Political Agent. 

Kttttywar Political Agent's Office, Rajkot, 30tA June 1837. 


APPENDIX C. 

Circular. 

It was with the deepest concern the British Government first heard of female 
child-murder in this province. Conceiving it a duty to the Maker and Giver 
of all things to inquire into the truth of it, they have accordingly done so. 

It is very painful for the British Government to learn how often the clear 
and expressYaw of the Hindoo Shasters has been broken, and still more pain- 
ful to know that those favoured by God with the government and care of his 
people should not only have forgotten to warn them against and punish them 
for every transgression of his law, but have, on the contrary, set themselves up 
in opposition to what they believe holy writings, the Shasters, and have per- 
severed in the actual commission of the practice at which all reasonable men 
will shudder, as highly offensive to the llewarder of good actions and the 
punisher of bad. 

The Talookdars of this province have unfortunately not blen in the habit of 
qualifying their children by education to read the Shasters and judge for them- 
selves, so as to be in all cases able to discharge the heavy duties of guiding 
their families and subjects towards educating themselves agreeably to the will 
of the Supreme Ruler of the world, who has appointed them unceasingly to 
warn his people from sin by persuasion, and by punishment make them remem- 
ber him and fear to offend him. During 6,000 years tliat God has been 
pleased to furnish the world with a history, many examples have ocetirred of 
his displeasure having been drawn down on man for the purpose of punishing 
him for the disregard of the law made to guide him. Many instances can be 
brought forward of power taken from princes who had misused it, for the pur- 
pose of deterring princes from misrule, and although the power of the Rajpoots 
may not have been diminished, they cannot assert that they have kept the word 
of God or studied to please him, and laboured to stamp on the character o^ 
their subjects the virthe required by all to be a subject in his kingdom ; on 
the contrary, the Sirkar cannot refinin from being alarme(f at the denunciations 
from Heaven ^gunst a practice utterly repugnant to goodness and mercy, 
and all the kind affections bestowed by God on his people ; and although the 
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manifestation of his wmthhas been delayed till this day, it cannot be expected 
so to continue unless they cease so great a violation of his divine law. 

Impressed with the responsibility of the situation in which it has pleased 
God to place this Sirkar, it entreats the Jharejas not to rest satisfied wUh 
following the customs of their fathers, but to examine them, and convince* 
themselves that they are in strict conformity to the law of God ; for if not, they 
are most certainly displeasing to him, and sure to be followed by severe 
punishment. Let all Chiefs educate their children, and teach them to read 
their Shasters, and see what they ought to do to obey the law of God and to 
maintain their estates in their ancient prosperity. 

There may have been some causes which led the Jharejas many hundred 
years ago to commit the horrid practice, but these can never exist now, and 
there can be no difficulty in any Jhareja, Jhalla, Jaitwa, Gohel, Wagella, or 
Pirmar Uajpoot procuring wives for his sons, and husbands for his daughters, 
of a condition of life similar to his own ; some few trifling obstacles, however, 
stand in the way, and require removal. This can be done without interfering 
in any way with the rifles of the Rajpoot community. The Political Agent 
begs you, therefore, to reflect most seriously on this important subject, and 
invites you to meet him at Rajkot (or wherever determined upon)JWbr the pur- 
pose of proceeding to Bhooj (or Nuggur, whichever settled), where an 
assembly of all the Rajpoot Chiefs shall be held to consult and deliberate 
upon a remedy for this great sin of child-murder. Many Chiefs of this 
province are doubtless followers of good, but still their presence is also greatly 
desired, for the custom of giving daughters to those who will not give theirs 
in return, and of the Jharejas being obliged to spend so much greater a sum 
of money on the marriage of their daughters when they do preserve them, 
appears to be a hindrance to the preservation of female infants ; and the wise 
and the humane may, after full discussion and deliberation, be enabled to 
move the assembly by virtuous feelings to make such rules among the 
Rajpoot community in Kattywar, so that the tribes may without difficulty 
exchange their daughters, and by wise arrangements remove all obstacles — a 
work which will be highly pleasing to God, and therefore highly gratifying to 
the British Government. 

> (Signed) James Erskinb, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agenfs Office^ Rajkot^ 30tli June 1837. 
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APPENDIX D. 

Ilempts on Account of Mbhsullee and Infanticide Fund. 


• 
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ditto 


• 



8 

i 

1,037 

8 

0 

30 June 

Ditto 

ditto 

64 

0 

G 

477 


i 

541 

0 

0 

31 July 

Ditto 

ditto 

516 

0 

E 

346 


1 

862 

0 

0 

31 Aug. 

Ditto 

ditto 

294 

11 

•1 

244 

mtm 

1 

5,38 

11 

1 

30 Sept. 

Ditto 

ditto 


0 

M 

263 

0 

0 

363 

0 

0 

31 Oct. 

Ditto 

ditto 


0 


775 

0 

0 

825 

0 

0 

30 Nov. 

Ditto 

ditto 

• 



206 

0 

0 

206 

0 

0 

31 Dec. 

Ditto 

ditto 

p • • 

. 


57 

Q 

u 

57 

0 

0 

1837. 












31 Jan. 

Ditto 

ditto 


D 

M 

■ ■ • 



100' 

0 

0 

31 Mar. 

Ditto 

ditto 

. . . 

, 


492 

II 

K 

492 

0 

0 

30 April 

Ditto 

ditto 


y 


106 

a 

1 

606 

0 

0 



Rupees. . . • 

19,427 

3 

0 


14 

1 

1,15,525 

6 

2 


Disbursements on Account of Mohsullee and Infanticide Fund. 

1835. Ba. A. p. 

31 July. Amount paid as reward to the Chief of Gowreedur for aid- 
ing in detectmg a case of Infanticide committed by 
Jhareja Soorajeei Chief of Rajkot^ aa per Government 
order dated 2nd June 1835 Ba. 1,000 0 0 


Carried over. . • . Bs« liOOO 0 0 
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1835. Brought forward. ... Rs. 1,000 0 0 

31 July. Amount paid to Mehta Jedooram, dated 


2nd June 1835 200 0 0 

Ditto, Remission of Tribute ditto ...... $46 0 0 


31 Aug. Ditto to Huldore Poonjajee, and Rawance Agojee, for pre- 
serving their daughters, as per Govemmerit order dated 

22nd November 1834 

30 Sept. Ditto, Reward to the undermentioned Jharejas for pre- 
serving their daughters, as per Government order dated 


22nd November 1834, viz: — 

Jhareja Luckajee Moorajee 150 0 0 

Ditto Waugjee Roopajee 40 0 0 

Ditto Abharajec $0 0 0 

Ditto Bhimjee 150 0 0 

Ditto Sublajcc 40 0 0 

1 Gold Chain to the young Chief of 
Gowrcedur, as per Government 
order dated 2nd June 1835 .... 750 0 0 


31 Oct. Ditto, Reward to the undermentioned Jharejas for preserv- 
ing their daughters, as per Government order dated 24th 


November 1834, viz : — 

Jhareja Bhawajee Verajee 130 0 0 

Ditto Abharajee 40 0 0 

Ditto Yessajee 40 0 0 

Ditto Bhawajee 40 0 0 

Ditto Jeejeebhae 40 0 0 

Ditto Allenjee 40 0.0 

Ditto Luckajee 40 0 0 

Ditto Goonajee 150 0 0 


Amount paid to the undermenitioned Jharejas, as per Go- 
vernment order, ditto, viz : — 

Jhareja Khengerjee 40 0 0 

Ditto Runmuljee 100 0 0 

. ^ —.I....... 


31 Dec. Amount paid us reward to Mehta Jedooram, for aiding in 
detecting a case of Infanticide committed by Jhareja 
Verojee of Kherusra, as per Government order dated 
9th October 1835 

1836. 

31 Jan. Ditto Jhareja Meroojee, for preserving two daughters, as 
per Government ollflbr dated 22nd November 1834 .... 

Ditto Ruwanee Bhojjjee, of Gondul, for defraying marriage 
expense of his daughter, as per Government order dated 
22nd November 1834 250 0 0 


1,746 o"a 
60 0 0 


1,180 0 0 


520 0 0 

140 0 0 

800 0 0 

40 0 0 


Carried over. . Bs. 250 0 0 4,486 0 0 
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1836. Brought forward Ba. 250 0 0 

31 Jan. Remission of 25 per cent, from the Tribute 
for SumTut 1890 to the Talookdar of 
^ Santoodurwouree, as mark of approba- 
tion of Government, as per ditto 395 12 0 

30 June. Ditto Jhareja Kussiajee, for preserving five daughters, as per 

ditto 

31 July. Ditto ditto Dadajee, as per ditto 

Ditto ditto Suntajee ditto .... 40 0 0 

^ Ditto ditto Vucajee ditto 150 0 0 

Ditto ditto Muckunjee ditto .... 40 0 0 


30 Sept. Ditto ditto Kussiajee ditto .... 

Ditto ditto Kurkajee ditto .... 

1837. 

28 Feb. Ditto Jhareja Fuchanjee, for dcfrajingmar- 
riage-expense of his daughter, as per 
Government order dated 22nd Nov. 1 834. 
Ditto ditto for preserving two daughters. 

31 Mar. Ditto Kussiajee, for the marriage of his 

daughter 

Ditto Mooloojee ditto 


40 

40 


200 

40 

200 

200 


30 April. Ditto Puchanjeo, for preserving three daughters. 


545 

4,486 0 0 

645 12 0 

343 2 10 
20 0 0 

230 0 0 

80 0 0 

240 0 0 


400 0 
150 0 


6,594 14 10 
Balance 1,08,930 7 4 

Total. . . . Rupees 1,15,525 6 2 
(Errors excepted) 

• (Signed) James Erskine, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agent's Office^ Rajkot^ 30 th April 1837. 


APPENDIX E. 

Resolutions passed hy the several Rajas and Rajpoot Chiefs f when assembled 
at Chapakeree by Mr. Wilkinson, the Political Agent at Bhopaul ) for 
better carrying into execution the orders issued by them^ jrrohibiting Female 
Infanticide within their several Territories; the object of these Resolutions 
being the removal of the causes which lead to Infanticide. 

1. The chief causie which has led Riypoots to destroy their daughters is 
that several families of Rajpoots will receive in marriage the daughters of 
Rajpoots of sfveral other tribes, but they refuse to give to them their own 
daughters in return. They thus are reduced lo difficulty in getting what they 
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deem a suitable match for their daughters. Under this fancied difficulty they 
destroyed their daughters on their birth. On this account it has now beeil 
resol ved^ that every Raja and Chief shall issue in his own limits an injunction, 
that no Rajpoot shall give his daughter in marriage to another who is not ready 
to give him his daughter in return ; but to give his daughter in marriage in 
those families who will give him their daughters. 

2. It has been already resolved that any Rajpoot who shall destroy his 
daughter, shall be deprived of his patrimonial rights, and excommunicated, and 
these penalties doubtlessly will be enforced upon such an offender ; but he also, 
who after preserving his daughter shall take any money from Lis son-^^-law 
shall be excommunicated ; if he is poor and destitute of means, let his family 
and friends give him assistance to enable him to marry his daughter suit- 
ably to his name ; if destitute of powerful friends, let the Raja and Chief in 
whose territory he resides give him assistance and provide for the marriage of 
his daughter. 

3. Bhats and Charuns have claims from of old against Rajpoots on the 
occasion of their marriage. We hereby fix a maximum of what is to be paid 
to them according to the rank and circumstances of Rajpoots, viz : — 


By Rajas to each Bhat and Charun Rs. 1 0 0 

By Thakoors of villages to ditto 0 8 0 

By Rajpoots holding rent-free lands to ditto 0 4 0 

By poor Rajpoots in service, as Sepoys, to ditto 0 2 0 


No more than the fees as above fixed are to be given by any Rajpoots on 
occasion of marriages. This is to be the custom : if any Rajpoot, from a desire 
to procure a good name, wish to give more, let him do so on any other day. 
Against his so doing there is no prohibition. 

These three resolutions have been unanimously passed ; let each Chief carry 
them into execution in his own estate. This is to be the rule. — 26th January 
1836, corresponding with the 8th of Maha ShoodLeCyof 1893 Sumvut. 

(Signed) Rawul Motee Sing, of Rajgur. 

Dewan Shree Sing, of Khelcheepore. 

Raja Hunwunt Sing, of Nursingur. 

BARE£LATa<*nAJA Bahadoor, ot Muksoodungur. 

Thakoor Chutter Lall, of Agra. 

Thakoor Savunt Sing. 

Tukebr Sing, on part of Soorujmull Thakoor, of Gagornee. 

Thakoor Tukeer Sing. 

Koornvur Sing Indra Sing. 

Maharaja I^wunt Sing, of Sortulia. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Erbkinb, 

Political Agent. 
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APPENDIX F. 

Pr6m the Political Agent at Rajkot, 

To Moonsreb Ghoolam Mahomed. 

• Rajh>t 9 23rdf June 1836. 

1. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council having been pleased to 
direct a census to be taken of the Jhareja tribe of Rajpoots in Kattywar, I 
have, in consideration of the character you bear, and your general intelligence, 
selected you as the agent for carrying this order into effect. 

2. The object of obtaining this census is to facilitate the complete suppres- 
sion of the unnatural crime of Female Infanticide, which has prevailed among 
the Jhareja tribe from time immemot ial, although its discontinuance was pro- 
vided for by engagements entered into by the Chiefs twenty-five years ago. 
There can, however, be no doubt that the barbarous practice still exists to 
a very considerable extent. 

3. I rely both on your zeal, and the detestation with which you must view 
so inhuman a custom, to discharge the important duty confided to you with 
the utmost diligence and circumspection ; you must be aware that having no 
claims for employment on account of previous service, you are nominated to 
the situation no,/ bestowed upon you solely under the impression that you are 
the fittest instrument at my command for carrying into effect the instructions of 
Government ; you will, however, distinctly understand that your appointment 
is merely provisional, and that its ultimate confirmation will entirely depend 
upon the manner in which you acquit yourself of the trust reposed in you. 

4. I have directed all the Native records connected with the subject of 
Infanticide to be transferred to your custody. These include a census of the 
sons and daughters of the Jharejas taken in 1833, which you should study with 
care and attention. 

5. Annexed is the form in which the census of the Jhareja population is to 

be taken, specifying — . . • 

I. The District ^ 

II. The Talooka I to which the census applies. 

III. The Village j 

IV. The number of Jhareja families, 1, 2, 3, Ac. 

V. Male adults ; the tribe subdivided into three classes, — “ Widowers,” 
Married,” and " Unmarried.” 

VI. Subdivision of the tribe to which each belongs. 

Vll. Rank, profession, or occupation. 

VIII. Male children; specifying their names, ages, recent casualties, and 
causes thereof. 

IX. Female Jharejas, divided into four classes , — ** Widows,” " Married,” 
'^Betrothed,” and ^^Unbetrotbed,”and specifying their names, ages, to 
whom married, recent casualties and from what causes these occurred. 

X A column for rengarks. 

• no 
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6. There are twenty-eight Talookaa in Kattywar belonging to this tribe. 
The censtus for each is to be taken separately,, commencing with the , district of 
Rajkot. In all practicable cases eveiy member of the tribe inserted in the regis- 
ter should be seen by you ; but in some instances, either from the absence of the 
party or some other cause, this precaution may not be feasible : you will note 
down such instances as they occur, and the cause of the parties not appearing. 
Independent of the districts more peculiarly belonging to the Jharejas, families 
of th<* tribe are scattered all over Kattyw’ar ; you will endeavour to trace out 
these families and embody them in a separate register, according to the 
general form, but with an additional column containing the names of the 
places from which they originally emigrated. 

7. Although you will bear in mind that it is an object of importance that 
the census should be completed as early as practicable, you are to understand 
that entire accuracy in framing it is an object of still higher importance ; you 
should, therefore, proceed slowly and carefully, in order to avoid the errors and 
omissions that would arise by performing the duty with too mucli expedition. 

8. Enclosed is a letter to the Chief of Rajkot, apprising him of your ap- 
pointment, and requesting his aid in obtaining the census. When the register 
of ibis district has been completed, you will bring it to me for inspection, after 
wliich you will be instructed to what district you are next to proceed. 

9. In your communications with the Jharejas, you will be careful to 
respect their customs and not to offend their prejudices ; you will carefully 
avoid all unnecessary interference with them, confining yourself to the simple 
duty of ascertaining with accuracy the required census. It is unnecessary to 
add, that the privacy of married life is to be held sacred, and every precaution 
taken not to excite the jealousy of the tribe. In the event of any opposition 
being offered to the measure under contemplation, you are to endeavour to 
overcome the same by persuasion alone, and if this fail, refer to me for 
instructions. 

10. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Oovernment against 
Infanticide, to which, during your circuit, yon will give every publicity, more 
particularly among the inferior members of the tribe, to some of whom it may 
not otherwise be comm^icated. In doing this you will impress on their 
attention the fixed readive of the British Government to suppress the custom 
of Infanticide, and to punish with the utmost severity those who are still 
guilty of it, in violation, not only of the laws of God and man, but also 
of specific engagements voluntarily entered into by themselves fdr its 
renunciation. 

11. lam sanguine tfte^|w)iere the practice is still adhered td, you ifisy, by 

your exertions, detect the delinquents ; and in all cases wherC suspicion arises 
of the crime having been perpetrated, the utmost circumspection on ydur part 
^\\X be required, tod you will immediately apprise tne direct of the same, 
witiiout acquainting any other person of the suSpicidb elfiSttUg. You are 
authorised to hold out, in general terms, liberal tod |>i!dltnikes df pro- 
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tection to informers against those who commit the crime, but beyond this you 
will adopt no measures whatever without first .referring tq the Agont far orders. 

12. Should it come to your knowledge that any Jbareja who has preserved 
his daughters does not possess the means of defraying the expense of their 
marriage, you will communicate the same to me, without, however, in the first 
instance holding out to the party so situated the expectation of receiving 
pecuniary aid. 

13. Your appointment will takq effect fi*om the Ist July; your salary has 
been fixed at Rs. 50 per mensem, with an addition of Rs. lObattawhen 
absent from Rajkot. A peon is to be attached to you, and stationery supplied 
from time to time from the Agency Stores. 


No. 386 OF 1837. 

From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent at Rajkot, 

To J. P. Wii,LOOGHjBY, Esq., Pol. Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Cfimp^ near Nawanvggur, 28th September 1837, 

Sir, — I have thx’; honour to forward a letter from my First Assistant, Captain 
Lang, which I beg the favour of your laying before Government, with an 
apology on my part for intruding private differences of opinion upon the time 
of the Honorable Board. 

2. The reasons which may plead my excuse are two : Uf, that I consi- 
der all Ca])tain Lang’s suggestions are deserving of great attention, and for 
that purpose should be seen in the clearest possible point of view ; in case, 
therefore I have perverted his meaning, I sincerely desire that all facility 
should be given for placing it in its proper light; and 2nr//y, that, as the 
charge advanced against me by Captain Lang, of having taken such notice 
of his su^estion as to be scarcely calculated to convey a correct impression 
of the circumstances under which it was* offered,” is, I consider, of rather a 
serious nature, and under the relative position which Captain Lang and myself 
occupy towards each other, I am anxious that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council should be enabled to judge whether such charge is 
well grounded. 

3. 1 have already, in my general report on Infanticide, stated the reasons 
that induced me not to forward to Government the letter in question in the 
first instance, and I do not deem it necessary for me here to disclaim all inten- 
tions of perversion, until I have reason tp believe that the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council coincides with Captain Lang in thinking ^at my 
writings had that tendency. 

• I have the honour to bci &c. 

Cmp Shptemitr 1897, 
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From Captain W. Lang, Assistant Political Agent, 

To J. Erskine, Esq., Political-Agent in Kattywar. 

PoGrhundeTj 8tk September 1837.* 

Sir, — Adverting to your report on Female Infanticide, with a perusal 
of which you lately favoured me, I have the honour to request that, if you have 
no objection, you will do me the kindness to forward a copy of the letter 
in which 1 suggested the expediency of some kind of inquiry being held 
in cases of the death of Jhareja infants from premature birth, since it appears 
to me that the notice which you take of this measure inthelOthor 1 1th 
paragraph of your report is scarcely calculated to convey a correct impression 
of the circumstances under which the suggestion was offered, and 1 am natu- 
rally anxious that a measure, which I admitted to be somewhat harsh, and 
which you consider so much more so, should not be brought forward without 
a full statement of the ground upon which it was founded. 

Although it may be deemed superfluous after the lenient measures which 
you have suggested in your report, still, to prevent any misconception, I beg, 
in making this request, distinctly to disclaim the slightest wish to press the 
adoption of the proposal which, at the time and under the circumstances I 
made it, I deemed it my duty to offer for consideration. I shall be truly 
delighted to see any further coercive measures than those now in operation 
withheld for the present, and unfeignedly happy if they can be eventually dis- 
pensed with. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 
Assistant Political Agent. 


From Captain W. Lang, Assistant Political Agent, 

To J. Erbkine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Uth April 1837. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit my proceedings in original in investi- 
gating a charge of Female Infanticide suspected to have been committed in 
^e family of Jhareja Bawajee, brother of the principal Girassia of the Shapoor 
Talooka, Rajkot Bhyad, about a year and a half ago, and reported to me 
shortly previous to your arrival, by Modnshee Ooolam Mahomed. 

2. The circumstantial IPI^idence in this case is very strong, although entirely 
founded on the falsehoods, evasions, and contradictions contained in the evi- 
dence of the different women who have been examined. Bawajee’s mother 
states^ that the umbilical cord was cut by the mother of the infant herself, and 
that it survived till the evening of the day after it was bom. fihamooree, the 
slave girl, says, she cut the cord^ and that the child died next moraing just 



THE PROVINCE OF OUEERAT. 


561 


after sunrise. Had we to deal with people of intelligence, this alone would 
be almost sufficient to convince us, that the umbilical cord was not separated 
by either, and that the child did not die either in the morning or the evening 
of the following day. The inference would then, in a family in which Infan- 
ticide is known to be the custom, be, that the infant had been put to death 
and the after-birth never separated from it at alt. When to this is added the 
determination shown by Baee Sara of Peeplya, Goolees Shamoo and Oullal, 
and Dooda Khan, the husband of the latter, who could not have been ignorant 
of it, to conceal the birth of the infant altogether, it is most difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that the inhuman crime was really committed. 

3. When the character of the people, however, with whom we have to do 
is taken into consideration, the certain conviction must be reduced to strong 
suspicion. We have only to admit that Bawajee’s mother and the slave girl, 
Shamooree, may have forgotten the two points in which they differ so widely, 
viz. who assisted the woman in her labour, and at what time the child died ; 
and then, when we recollect the dread which such ignorant people as these, 
must have to acknowledge the birth and the subsequent early death of a Jhareja 
female, in case of unfavourable inferences being drawn from the very fact, we 
cannot deny the possibility of the tale eventually told of the premature birth 
and consequent natural death of a daughter being the true one. It must also 
be added, in favour of this view of the case, that after the first denial of any 
knowledge on the subject, every one of the women whose deposition has been 
taken admits that the child was bom alive and lived for some time ; that 
Bawajee’s mother and the slave girl, Shamooree, without having in all pro- 
bability made up the story, as the latter appears to have been sent in to deny 
the birth, give exactly the same account of the means taken to preserve the 
child, viz. wrapping it up in cotton and trying to give it a little molasses and 
water, and more than all that, Bawajee, its father, was at the time absent in 
Jhallawar, and as he is not in difficult •circumstances, and there was nothing 
urgent to take him there, it is not likely, that he would have chosen the time 
of his wife’s being on the eve of confinement to have Jeft home. 

4. Under these circumstances, and with reference to the necessity which 
exists to have some direct proof in order to convict a man of so serious a 
crime, I am not of opinion that anything further should be done in this case 
than to insist upon Jhareja Khallabhaee’s renewing his engagement for his 
brother, and calling upon tHb latter to furnish two securities of his own rank 
in life against the commission of the crime of Infanticide in his family 
hereafter. More precaution, if possible, should be taken in cases of this 
kind than any other, to guard against the possibility of an innocent man 
being punished, as, independently of the gross injustice of the act itself, nothing 
could tend more to enlist the feelings of the public through the sufferer against 
the prosecution of others for the offence for which he had been unjustly punish- 
ed, and thus io do an incalculable deal of injury to the success of the cause 
which all must have so much at heart. 
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Kullajee, the Chief of Shapoor, «nd brother of Bt^wajee, has hef» 
of ijeat remissnesB, if not of more criminal misconduoti in omitting to insert 
the birth and death of Bawbee’s infant daughter in the register of Jbareja 
children An'uished to Moonshee Goolam Mahomed several months ago ; and, 
as it is indispensably necessary to enforce the strictest attention on the part 
of the Jharejas in reporting all casualties which occur in their Talookas, a 
small dne (say of Bs- 100, as this is the first instance of any being imposed 
for a fault of this description) ought, I think, to be e?(acted in this case. 
It likewise appears to me most advisable, that some means should be taken 
to guard against the possibility of tire commission of the crime of Infanti- 
cide and the death of the child being afterwards ascribed to premature birth, 
as in such case it will always be most difficult satisfactorily to prove the 
guilt of the accused. I would therefore suggest, that in all instances of pre- 
mature births which may occur herea'ter in Jhareja ffimilies, where the child is 
either still-born or dies in consequence, the corpse, whether of a male or fem^ 
infant, should be shown to the Gamettee and Patel of the village, and a certi- 
fied paper be required from them, setting forth the circumstances of the case 
as far as they can ascertain them. In all places when there happens to he a 
Mehta on the part of Government, the report should be made by him; this will, 
DO doubt, be looked upon by the Jharejas as a great hardship, but it cannot 
be eoosidered as interfering in any material degree with their domestic privacy ; 
and it seems to me to be a necessary evil, when so much must depend on our 
being able to prevent every chance of escape when the crime has really been 
committed and an investigation instituted regarding it. In the event of this 
suggestion being approved of, it might be stated, when the order on the subject 
is issued, that as soon as Government sees reason to believe that general 
attention is paid by the Jharejas to their Infanticide engagements, this pre- 
cautionary measure will be at once discontinued. 

6. I take the opportunity of informing you, tlmt when lately absent from 
Bajkot, I remarked with sincere pleasure in many, indeed almost all the Jha- 
rejas I met with, considerable anxiety as to how they were to dispose of their 
daughters in marriage, and was requested by several to make some arrange- 
ments for them on this spkiject. This feeling I never observed before, and it 
•bows moat clearly a determination, for the pre)sent At all events, to nenounce 
the iobuman practice of Infanticide, Every possible attention ought, of course* 
to be paid to their wishes, which are simply that they should be able to be- 
stow their daughters on their equal# in renk, and not be obliged to incur a 
iaiger som on account of the nwrriage expenses of these than is incurred by 
other B^poole, whose 4nv|||l*rs ^y receive in marriage. As the Jharejas 
fonterly psaserved very fiiwIbmaliMi* there was no dignity in getting them 
nanrisd JhfJin families, oyen appeijor tp their own in' rank } but when the 
«f ftmiale Jharejas innrsaies, the other Bajpoot tribes, and .piirt>fi»* 
Ia4r $0 whom Bw Jbapsiki preAir giving (b«r d»%hteni| 9o 

doubt^ be ambitions of forming much hi^wsojansaMns 4wa they «ia satisisd 
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with or tstea tiriolf of At pnoent, th« laoro especMIy m the ^hareje tribe ie 
very much more numeroue in Kattywar than the JhaUa. It ia, theMifora, I 
think, highly deeiraMo, that all the most respectable Jhalla Chieft and Oiras- 
siys should be incited to attend at Rajkot, the former deputing others to 
act for them, if tiiey prefer it, itt order to 'discuss the subject with a 
tew of the most respectable Jhar^as in presence of the Political Agent. No 
measures, except of persuasion, could, of course, be used, but it might be 
pointed out to Che Jhallas how much the success of the case depends upon 
them, and that Government would expect from them every reasonable assistance 
Iti furthering it. I am sfroiigly of opinion that much good would result from this 
in enabling the Jharejas to dispense with the heavy expense which now 
attends the marriage of their daughters ; but, even if nothing else were gained, 
it would serve to evince the deep interest which we take in everything con- 
nected with the abolition of Infaftticide, and our willingness to assist in every 
iTay in our power in promoting the great object in view. Should the experi- 
ment succeed with the Jhalla Riypoots, it could afterwards be extended to the 
other tril>est to Whom the poorer among the Jharejas now give their daughters 
occasionally, and all eventually must do when the happy period arrives 
when Infanticid'-., that foul blot on human nature, shall no longer exist in 
Kattywar. 

7. Two cases of Infonticide having been^ reported by Moonshee Goolam 
Mahomed as having occurred at the village of Gunode, of the Gondul Bhyad, 
I went to that place on my way back from Joonagur, and made inquiries on 
the subject. I send the proceedings herewith ; but as they are untinished, I 
refrain from offering any remarks, further than to observe, that unless the 
grounds even for suspicion in either the case of Bhowanjee or Ueesbing turn 
out on further inquiry much stronger than they appear at present, I should 
be disposed to do nothing more than write to Noghanjea, the principal 
Qirassia of Guiiode, stating that as he had shoWn sO good an example by 
preserving his oWn daughter, it was not Considered necessary to take any fur- 
ther measures in regard to the charges brought against his two oobsiils, 
than to call his attention to the absolute necessity of his seeing that hereafter 
the practice of Infanticide be entirely discontinued, both in their ftimiliea and 
those of every other Jhareja living within bis jurisdictimi. It will be requisite, 
however, before submitting the proceedings in this case for the orders of 
Government, to take the deposition of the informant. Whom I havO ordered 
the Moonshee to send for to Rajkot. He will, I imagine, be fottsd to he 
the same Individual as is alluded to by Nc^hanjee as bating been dismisiad 
iltoiu his service for some misconduct, llftoufd any more suspicious ciMMi- 
Btances appear from his statement, H may afterwards be necessary to aomiMn 
Jhareja tJbheesiiig, .who was absent fiom Gunode when I tisitid it { but 
otherwise this^ 1 think, ahoutd he dispensed w}tb« einania att eaaea whah 
ttothlng Is likriy to be established, it mast alwaye he twy and < 

may omn ha*&i^iy prejadfelai, nv show to the Jhurejaa A e sw e l w a aiy tort 
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of distrast of their attending to the measures taken hy Oovemment for the 
abolition of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, 6ce. 

(Signed) W. Lano. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Ersxinb, 

Political Agent. 


Minute by the Right Honorable Sib Robert Grant, Qooemvr of Bombay, 
dated the 3UlA April 1838, concurred in by the Board, 

I shall be glad to take the earliest opportunity to offer to the Board 
some remarks on Mr. Erskine’s interesting report. Before I do so, how- 
ever, well knowing the attention which Mr. Willoughby has paid to the 
subject of Infanticide among the Jharejas, and the activity with which he 
laboured for the suppression of that abominable practice, I should wish much 
that he could find time to communicate to us such observations as may sugr 
gest themselves to him on Mr. Erskine’s report, or on the subject to which 
it relates. 

In the meantime I beg to circulate these papers. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

J. Parish. 

30<A April 1838. G. W. Anderson. 


Mmmandum by Mr. J. P. Wit.ix>uohby, dated the 8th September 1838, 

consequent on the above call. 

I regret that a constant press of business has prevented my attending at an 
earlier period to the request contained in the late Governor’s Minute, of the 
30th April last, that I would remark on Mr. Erskine’s Report on Infiinticide 
for 1835 and 1836. 

2. In the fourth paragraph of his report, Mr. Erskine reviews the different 
f flUAg of Infanticide which were investigated during the two years above men- 
tioned. These were 'kirteen in number, of which five occurred in 1835 and 
eight in 1836. 

3. During the first year, conviction followed in four cases, and even in the 
fifth case no reasonable doubt could be entertained of the guilt of the accused, 
although the evidence was deemed insufficient for a judicial conviction. In 
1836, however, although in several bases strong presumptions of guilt existed, 
there was not a single inlllhce of conviction. 

.4. The difference in these results is as remarkable as it is unfortunate. 
It may no doubt in part be fairly attributed to increaUd vigilance and pre- 
cautions, on the part of those who comqiitthe crime, to conceal it, occasioned 
by the convictions of 1835. I cannot however, resist the impresrion tiwt there 
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must have been some defector mismanagement in conducting the investigation 
of 1836. 

5. It must be obvious that these inquiries cannot be conducted on ordinary 
prj^ciplesy with any prospect of a successful termination. The mode I adopted 
whenever a case of Infanticide came to my knowledge was, in the first in* 
stance, to hold a preliminary inquiry in private, before I placed the accused 
party publicly on his trial, to satisfy myself that reasonable grounds existed 
for the charge, and that it was sustained by sufficient evidence. I state this, 
because it answers some of the objections urged by Mr. Erskine to the system 
which he found in force, and because I am of opinion that the fact of four out 
of five cases detected in 1835 having been most fully and completely establish* 
ed, is to be attributed to the mode of procedure above described. 

6. There is, however, another great advantage attending this mode of pro-* 

cedure. False accusations are thereby checked in limine; and 1 am quite 
satisfied that, had I continued Political Agent in Kattywar, several of the 
cases publicly investigated in 1836 would never have proceeded beyond the 
preliminary investigation above adverted to. 1 may, in particular, refer to the 
seventh and ninth cases of Mr. Erskine’s list. • 

7. I am of o .inion that the Political Agent should consider it his duty to 
investigate every charge of Infanticide which may come to lus knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed ; but that, in the 
first instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when, in this manner, he 
has satisfied himself that fair grounds exist for putting the accused on his trial, 
he should do so, but not before. In every case, however, whether of abandon- 
ing or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of his proceedings should be 
submitted to Government. 

8. In his eighth paragraph, the Political Agent tests the accuracy of my 
census of Jhareja children with the one subsequently obtained. In detail, 
considerable inaccuracies are observable ; but it is satisfactory to find that the 
accuracy of the general results exhibited*by my census has been confirmed. 
The Political Agent observes, Although the returns have been found to be 
in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is satisfactory to know that they 
were not liable to lead Mr. Willoughby into error, by showing any very widely 
different state of the population from the correct one. In no case, except in 
Gondul and Mooleeladeree, do the returns exhibit a more favourable state of 
the population than the actual survey now forwarded proves to have been 
warranted.^’ I have no doubt that the variations may in part be attributed to 
the emigration of Jharejas from one Talooka to another; but when it is recol- 
lected that my census was obtained from returns furnished by the Chiefs 
themselves (no Government censor having at the time been appointed), it is 
gratifying to find that the accuracy of the general results it exhibits has now 
been so well established. 

9. In the^ seventh paragraph of his report, Mr. Erskine contrasts the 
Jhareja population, from the date of my proclamation, or the end of 1834, up to 

72 G 
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the middle of 1836. The following table shows the proportion of males and 
females, of and under the age of 20, in each Talooka, except Nowanuggur^ 
from which district no census has yet been obtained : — 


Talooka^. 

Males. 

Females. 

Talookas. 



1 Rajkot 

22 

6 

16 Gutka 

5 

2 

2 Shapoor 

12 


17 Pal 

8 

2 

Mhowa 

3 

1 

18 Veerwa 

2 


4 Kotra Sangnni*e 

11 

5 

19 Bhadwn 

a 

2 

5 Dherol 

208 

88 

20 Kotareca 

4 

1 

() Satodiir Wawrc?e 

79 

27 

21 Kotra Nyajee 

31 

5 

7 Drappa 

95 

20 

22 Seesang Chandlee 

51 

15 


38 

3 

23 Mallia 

32 

15 

9 Jhaflia 

26 

9 

24 Khureesra 

33 

16 

1 0 Mooleeladeree 

38 

13 

25 Kakscalee 

5 

2 

1 1 Gondul 

325 

97 

26 Moorvee 

279 

51 

12 Gowreedhur 

9 

1 

27 Veerpoor Khnreree . . 

59 

18 

1*1 Tinflonkn 

16 

2 




14 Mengnee 

13 

7 

Total. . . . 

1,422 

409 

15 Wuddallee 

9 

1 





Altogether, however, there are four hundred and twenty-four Jhareja females 
living, of whom four are widows, seventy married, ninety-two betrothed, and 
two hundred and fifly-eight unbetrothed. Since my returns, nine casualties have 
occurred. 

10. I cannot refrain from extracting the following remarks of Mr. Erskine 
on the results exhibited in the above table. " It appears, therefore, that there 
are one hundred and twenty-three male Jharejas of the age of one year and un- 
der, now alive, and seventy-three females ; this must be admitted to be highly 
satisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proving, that in consequence of the 
measures put in force, seventy-three female infants have been preserved during 
the eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 
forty of whom would, in the absence of Mr. Willoughby’s exertions^have met with 
inevitable destruction. The year before, the census has a show of one hundred 
and two males, and only twenty females, evidencing that nearly eighty infants 
must have been put to ueath. But to pursue the semtiny further, and from a 
more narrow inspection of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above^ 
with repect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crime, becomes apparent, 
namely, that there is every hope that the two Talookas of Moorvee and Drappa 
have effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their respective limits. 
There may hav^ been isola^ instances of the commission of the crime in the 
Moorvee Talooka ; but the indigent, and it is to be hoped penitent Oirassiasof 
Drappa, have at last vindicated their humanity from the bloody stigma. The 
Drappa Talookq shows an equality of the sexes during the year subsequent to 
the publication of the proclamation, the numbers being ten to elqyen, although 
up to the proclamation the disparity was eighty-four to ten. In the Moorvee 
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Talooka^ during that year, the numbers are twenty and thirteen ; whereas in 
that district there were only thirty-eight females in all, saved up to the end of 
1834/’ In Gondul and the smaller TalookaSi the returns still continue unfa- 
vourable, and evidence that the crime of Infanticide is still perpetrated. 

11. Tlie above results are exceedingly satisfactory, and will be hailed with 
delight., by every friend of humanity ; still they do not exhibit to the full 
extent the great measure of success which has attended our measures for the 
extirpation of this dreadful crime. The seventy-three female infants preserved 
are stated to be of the age of one year and under, whereas the point of com- 
parison embraces a period of eighteen months. Consequently, for the returns ' 
to be correct, it should include all females of and under the age of eighteen 
months, instead of one year and under. Besides this, the Talooka of Nowa- 
nuggur is excluded from the calculation, and in this district the Jharejas are 
nearly as numerous as the Jharejas of all the other Talookas combined. 
In proof of this, 1 beg leave to refer the Honorable Board to the table given in 
the 6th paragraph of my report on Infanticide, dated the 24th September 1834.* 

12. In the 10th paragraph of his report, the Political Agent reviews the 
coercive measures adopted at my suggestion for the suppression of Infanticide, 
and in the 1 1 /i he gives a review of those which he designates Sumptuary 
measures.” In the latter case the term appears to me incorrect ; the measures 
called Sumptuary” are, in fact, measures of conciliation adopted towards such 
of the Jharejas as preserve their daughters, contra-distinguished from those 
of a penal nature directed against those who destroy them. 

13. After the results alluded to in the 10th and llth paragraphs of this 
memorandum, 1 certainly was quite unprepared for the remark, that the 
measures hitherto adopted have been in some respects defective and insuffi- 
cient towards the final extinction of the practice, and are not likely, if 
pursued, to be productive of effectual success, unless under certain modifications 
which I shall take the lil>erty to suggest that they have been too partial 
and superficial, and not of that coaf|)rehensive and radical nature which is 
requisite in overturning a long-established custom among a depraved and 
barbarous face;” and that attention has hitherto been directed towards the 
preservation of individual female children, which may not only not be a step 
towards the final extinction of the crime, but may positively operate as a 
barrier, without collateral and subsidiary measures.” The remarks of Mr. 
Erskine, which follow, are not much to the purpose, for, in fhet, the exertions of 
Government are only of very recent date, and we can yet hardly judge what 
is likely to be their result ; but certainly tlie number of females preserved 
during the short period which has intervened since those exertions were put 
forth afford no ground for despair, but, on the contrary, a wide field of promise 
and hope of final success. 

14. Further, I could not, under any circumstances, assent without much 
reservation to Mr. Erskine’s observations. I do not pretend to suppose that all 

* Vide page 445 of this Selection. 
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has yet been done to effect our object that is within our power^ or that many 
measures may not be devised as auxiliary to those already in force for the 
suppression of Infanticide; but, with all due deference, I am of opinion that 
the annual census, if rigidly enforced, and followed up by those measures 
which may be necessary, according to the results which it may exhibit, is of 
that comprehensive and radical nature desired by Mr. Erskine. • 

16. In his 15th paragraph, the Political Agent proceeds to notice what he 
regards as the defects of the j)resent system ; the first of which is the sudden 
and unexpected strictness of the British Government in 1834 and 1835, after 
so many years of apparent apathy ; which is, of course, preliminary to con- 
demning the severity of the punishments awarded in the cases of conviction 
wliich occurred during my administration of Kattywar, the case of the Chief 
of Kajkot* being particularly dwelt upon. 

16. On this subject, I would remark that I was by no means insensible to 
the fact, that my predecessors had not, as the Political Agent states, paid 
much attention to the enforcement of Colonel Walker’s arrangements for the 
extinction of Infanticide. It was no part of my duty to arraign the 
conduct of others, but simply to perform what I conceived to be mine. It 
must not, however, be supposed that I gave no consideration to the fact, 
or was insensible to the injustice of visiting with too great severity the 
first offences detected. The question is, were the punishments awarded too 
severe ? Mr. Erskine thinks they were ; and, in support of his opinion, details 
some conversations, not with disinterested parties, but with some Jhareja 
Chiefs, with whom the crime is familiar and habitual. What, however, were 
the punishments animadverted on ? In the first case, the Chief of Rajkot 
was fined Rs. •12,000 (which is, I believe, not a fourth of his annual income), 
was required to renew his engagements, to report all births in his family, and 
was warned that a repetition of the offence would involve forfeiture of his 
estate. In a second case, imprisonment for one ywUr, and a fine of Rs. 3,000 
commutable to imprisonment for the further period of two years, was imposed. 
In the third case, a fine of Rs. 100 was imposed. These sentences were 
approved of by Government and by the Ilon'orable Court of Directors ; and 
Mr. Erskine, in another par^ of his report, quote.5 a passage from my letter of 
September 1834, which explains the principle on which they were awarded, 
and in fact, by which all my proceedings for the suppression of Infanticide 
were regulated. ** To effect (I observe) the complete extinction of the practice, 
we must enlist the feelings of the community on our side ; we must (more espe- 
cially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the danger of exciting 
sympathy in favour of delinqu^^, and thereby deterring persons from informing 
against them who might otherwise be disposed to do so. In short, unless we are 
able to carry public opinion with us, and inflict such penalties only as are likely 
to ft recognised as just by the respectable portion of the community, our endea- 
vours in the cause of humanity will be long retarded or may altogether fail.” 

* Vide pages 462 to 480 of this Selection. 
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17. The Political Agent next objects to the system of making use of 
informers in the detection of cases of Infanticide. To this I have only to 
observe', that I am not aware of any other mode by which the crime can be 
detected except through the agency of informers. Such instruments should, 
of course, be used with great caution, but they must be used, unless we are 
resolved to abandon all further endeavours to convict the guilty. On this sub- 
ject I beg to refer to the 18th and 19th paragraphs of my Report on Infanticide, 
dated the 24th September 1834.’*^ Much of the evil attending the system, as 
noticed by the Political Agent, may be obviated by the mode of proceeding 
recommended in the 6tii and 7th paragraphs of this memorandum. 

18. In this part of the report, Mr. Erskine observes: “ The investigations 
which I perused on my arrival in Kattywar, I confess, filled me with surprise, 
and very nearly with horror ; and I consider it impossible but that their effect 
was to alienate the people from Government.” I cannot understand this, or 
reconcile it with an admission I find in the 4tli paragraph of the report, that 
the Rajkot case was conducted with as much delicacy as the nature of the 
case admitted.” 1 certainly would not willingly wound the feelings of any 
class or person, but am I to be deterred by the apprehension of doing so from 
investigating ca:.cs of Infanticide in the only mode in which the crime can ever 
be established ? I think not ; and as for the remark, that my investigations 
must have alienated the people from Government, it scarcely deserves a reply, 
for if anything is more calculated than another to unite the people to the Go- 
vernment, it is measures like these of humanity and philanthropy, the adoption 
of which can never be attributed to any sordid or interested motive. 

19. Another ground of objection taken to the use of informers, is the in- 
ability of Government to protect them from the resentment of those against 
whom they appear ; which likewise applies to witnesses. This I fi*eely admit 
is a serious case, but one which I conceive may be for the most part guarded 
against, if proper precautions are adopted, and any attempt to injure either 
informers or witnesses severely punished? 

20. Mr. Erskine states that three out of five witnesses in the Rajkot casef 
have died, and that the general impression in the country is that they were 
murdered. One of these, the Chief of Gowreedhur, died before I left Katty- 
war, and a rigid scrutiny was entered into respecting the causes of his death, 
but nothing was elicited to show that his death had been occasioned by unfair 
means, except the suspicion excited by his death having been sudden. Regard- 
ing the other two witnesses, no information is before Government beyond the 
fact now reported that they are dead. It is to be presumed that the Political 
Agent instituted an inquiry when they died ; and he should be requested to 
forward his proceedings on that subject to Government, in order that we may 
know on what grounds it is supposed they were murdered. 

21. It is, however, observed, Judooram, the informer in this case, has b^ 
ejected from his house in Rajkot by the Chief, and the wife of one of the 

* Vide pages 451 and 452 of this Selection. • t ^ide page 452 el nq. 
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Agency establishment treated in the same way for assisting in the conviction. 
Why, however, may I ask, has the Chief been permitted to act thus, and why 
has not the Political Agent interfered to prevent such conduct ? *1 am of 
opinion that even at this late period measures should be adopted for affording 
redress to the injured parties. 

22. The Political Agent’s reasoning on the Gunnode case appears to me 
to be fallacious ; it is based on the supposition that the whole voice of the com- 
munity is opposed to the law,” or that against^Infanticide. I am confidently 
of opinion that the feeling of all classes of the community, except those who 
commit the crime, is exactly the reverse.* Besides this, on the principles 
which 1 have recommended for conducting these investigations, the Gunnode 
case would not have proceeded beyond the preliminary inquiry, which could 
not have failed to detect the false accuser and his motives. If we are to respect 
what Mr. Erskine quaintly calls the lares and penates of the Rajpoot com- 
munity,” we must relinquish our efforts to eradicate the crime, and sink into 
our former apathy and supineness as to whether Colonel Walker's engagements 
are adhered to or not. 

23. Mr. Erskine justly observes, that the cases of conviction which 
occurred in 1 835 have rendered future detection more difficult, by having 
placed the Jharcjas on their guard. This is undoubtedly true, and is unavoid- 
able. Surely, however, even throwing difficulties in the way of child-murder is 
something gained towards the completion of our ardent wishes. Is this, how- 
ever, the only result of those convictions ? To what other cause are we to attri- 
bute the gratifying fact, that, in the short space of twelve months, seventy-three 
infants were preserved, independently of those saved in Nowanuggur, the 
census of which may probably add fifty more to the number. 1 consider this 
fact alone to establish that our measures, to which the Political Agent so 
strongly objects, are not quite so inapplicable and unsuited to the attainment of 
our object as Mr. Erskine supposes. 

24. I shall have to remark in another place on the petition presented to 
me before I left Kattywar by various members of the Jhareja tribe, praying 
for an amnesty for the past, under a promise faithfully to abide by their 
engagements for the fut^e, when* I shall also explain to what extent I con- 
ceive this petition 8ho"ifl be conceded. 

25. Mr. Erskine is not correct in supposing that I ever intended to trans- 
fer the responsibility of the crime of Infanticide from the Chief to the vassal, 
in cases where the former can fairly be held responsible. No Chief, however, 
is held responsible for any offence, the perpetrators of which are discovered. 
If a robbery occurs within Us limits, he is bound by the custom of the country 
to produce the robber, of% make good the loss. I would maintain this 

* In his 18th paragraph, Mr. Erskine admits as much, for he obs^es— '*The Jhorejas have 
j^bned their eyes ; they now see that they will be inevitably degraded if this custom is continu- 
ed, and especially they perceive that a detestation of the practice has commenced throughout 
this eountiy* ; adding that he is truly of opinion, " a revolution has already «<taken place in the 
minds of the Jharqa population, and that the result will hereafter be manifest.’’ 
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principle in cases of Infanticide, and, in fact, it is advocated in my report of Sep- 
tember 1834, wherein I proposed that fines in the first instance, and ultimate 
deprivation of sovereignty in cases of manifest delinquency, should be resorted 
toi whenever the annual census shows that the practice prevails in any 
particular Talooka. I beg to refer to the 20th paragraph of the above 
report, towards the end of which I observed, ^‘Should, however, it be establish- 
ed by the certain, though presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
of the nature now submitted, mat the crime of Infanticide still prevails in any 
particular district, I think, after the warning contained in the proclamation now 
proposed, the Chief of that district should be severely fined ; and that, if this 
does not produce attention on his part to his engagement to suppress the crime, 
I think that an example should be made, and ^hat he should be deprived of 
the sovereignty of his district. The case, however, must be very glaring 
vrhere I should propose such an extreme measure for adoption.” 

26. The Political Agent is equally wrong in supposing that I ever intended 
to suggest that those accused of Infanticide should be tried ^^by their brothers 
and instigators/’ Had my proposition, that these cases should, in some 
instances, be publicly investigated before the Court we have established in 
Kattywar been approved, it would have been the duty of the Political Agent, 
as in all ordinary offences, to have associated with himself assessors free from 
bias or from the claims of relationship or friendship. 

27. Mr. Erskine next proceeds to state his objections to what he desig- 
nates the sumptuary measures” for the suppression of Infanticide, a term 
which I have elsewhere remarked (paragraph 1 2) does not convey a correct 
idea of the nature of those measures. He admits that the rewards bestowed 
on those who preserved their daughters were well bestowed, but observes. 

As those who now save their daughters will not evidently be entitled to any 
‘reward for the future, after such repeated and obstinate evil conduct, this plan 
will cease to be an engine for putting a stop to the practice.” I do not see 
why this should follow ; on the contrary, I would advocate the system, at all 
events, for some time to come. Hereafter we may trust to the innate love 
of offspring to be sufficient for our purpose, but for the present an annual 
distribution of presents on the plan which I adopted will, I think, produce a 
beneficial result. 

28. He next objects to the system now in force, of the Government con- 
tributing towards the expense incurred by Jharejas in marrying their daughters. 
Here, again, we are at issue. I conceive that such contributions should be 
made with caution, and should be preceded by a strict inquiry into the 
circumstances of the applying party. The Infanticide Fund was expressly 
created by Mr. Elphinstone’s Government for this object, and the present 
amount of its accumtilated funds (Rs. 1,08,930) shows that it is not likely s^n 
to become exhausted. Mr. Erskine, however, condemns almost every measure 
which has heretofore been adopted to win the Jharejas into acquiescence 
with the humane views of the British Government. Ke condemns the 
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distribjation of presents made by Mr. Langford in 1829 among the Dberol 
Jharejas, because he thinks the correctness of the returns obtained by that 
gentleman extremely doubtful” ; he likewise condemns the honorary pre- 
sents bestowed by Government in 1829 on the son of Jeehajee, the Chief fit 
Moorvee,who was the first to set the example of renouncing the practice of Infan- 
ticide; he also condemns the praise conveyed to the Jam of Nowanuggur at 
my recommendation. I think all the above measures were wise and judicious. 
Mr. Erskine is wrong in stating that no previftis steps were taken to ascer- 
tain whether the Jam was entitled or not to such eulogy.” On this point I 
beg to refer to the 23rd paragraph of my report, dated the 24tli September 
1834, wherein it is stated, that the return from Nowanuggur exhibited six 
hundred and thirteen males and three hundred and eighty females, “which proves 
that Colonel Walker’s arrangements have taken root to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent.” I then mentioned that I at first intended to propose that 
an honorary present should be conferred on the Jam, to conciliate him as the 
acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in Kattywar; but, assigning reasons 
why I had abandoned this idea, I contented myself with suggesting that, in 
forwarding the proclamation to this Chief, he “ should be informed of the satis- 
faction of Government at the progress made in his districts in suppressing 
Infanticide, and urgently exhorted to adopt the strictest measures to ensure its 
final extinction.” If praise accorded on such grounds was injudicious, I am 
very willing to bear the blame, but the Honorable Board will be gratified to 
learn from another part of the report, that before I left Kattywar the Jam had 
himself preserved a daughter. 

29. From the preceding review it will be seen, that the present Political 
Agent condemns almost every measure that has been adopted for the suppres- 
sion of Infanticide, either as being unjust or inapplicable ; his condemnation 
alike applying to those of a penal as well as to those of a conciliatory charac- * 
ter ; and he does so notwithstanding the large mi^asure of success with which 
our arrangements have been attended. I now proceed to remark on the 
measures which Mr. Erskine proposes ; this is a more gratifying task than the 
one 1 have above performed, because to some of them I can give rny cordial 
consent ; not, however, itvsuppression, but as auxiliary to those now in force, 
the whole of which should, I humbly think, be strictly adhered to and fol- 
lowed up. 

30. With reference to the remarks contained in the 17th paragraph of the 
report, I think it is much to be regretted that Captain Lang’s opinion on the 
Political Agent’s proposals was not obtained, more especinlly as- it is admitted 
“ on some points a differenc^f opinion exists between them.” Captain Lang’s 
long residence in Kattywar, his intimate acquaintance with every Jhareja 
Chief in the province, his extensive local knowledge, and, above all, his zealous 
and successful /exertions personally to extirpate the crime, render the opinion 
of this able officer of more than ordinary value, and I would, therefore^ respect- 
jj^lly recommend #iat it should even now be obtained. 
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31. I pass oyer Mr. Er8kine*8 remarks on the early history of the JMreja 
tribe, although, for the most part, they are interesting. I extract, hovrever, a 
passage which gives the particulars of the preservation of a daughter by the 
pif sent Jam of Nowanuggur : These ai'e the only two instances of daughters 
having been preserved by the family of the Jam, with the exception of the pre- 
sent Chief, who saved one three years ago under the following circumstances : 
when the Jam left his palace /or the purpose of meeting Mr. Willoughby on 
his arrival at Nowanuggur, one of his wives was confined ; the messenger sent 
to inform the Jam of the female progeny could not obtain a hearing as long as 
the Chief was with Mr. Willoughby, and when the Jam arrived at home the 
child was several hours old, and he then refused to give his consent to 
destroy her, declaring that it was her ^ nusseeb." ’’ The Political Agent 
does not state whence he derives his information ; and I do not place implicit 
faith in it. I recollect my meeting with the Jam perfectly ; it was on the morn- 
ing of my arrival at Nowanuggur, in the beginning of November 1834; I was 
but for a very short time with the Jam of Nowanuggur, and I should think 
not long enough for the purpose stated by Mr. Erskine. The Rajkot case had 
been investigated in the preceding month, and the Jam was well aware of the 
strenuous exertions in progress for securing the observance of Colonel 
Walker’s engagements. Be this as it may, whether the preservation of the 
Jam’s daughter is to be attributed to these exertions or to my accidental 
visit to Nowanuggur, the event is one which cannot fail to have produced a 
salutary impression throughout the province, or to aid our efibrts for the 
abolition of Infanticide. It is worthy of remark, that the messenger coming 
to report the birth, proves that no general order for the destruction of his 
daughters existed in the Jam’s family. 

32. The first measure proposed by Mr Erskine is, that all the Rajkot 
Chiefs in Kattywar shall be required to enter into an engagement that they 
will not give their daughters to any tribe who will not give them their 
daughters in return.” The Political Agent is of opinion that the Chiefs will 
be induced to enter into an engagement of this kind : I am not myself quite 
so sanguine on this point, and even if it were agreed to, I imagine it would 
not be generally adhered to ; still, however, I see no objection to an attempt 
being made to obtain the voluntary assent of the Chiefs to the arrangement, 
which, if successful, would undoubtedly aid our objects. 

33. His second proposition is, that tiie Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to 
enter into a stipulation that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of 
their Bhyad%hall not exceed a certain amount, to be fixed at a general meet- 
ing of the caste, and be informed that Government will assist the indigent to 
the same extent as any other caste, but not to a greater. I see no objec- 
tion to the first pert^of this proposition ; but in regard to the last I am not 
aware that Government have ever contributed to the marriage expenses of any 
other caste but the Jhareja. This should continue, after due Inquiry into 
the circumstances of the party requiring relief. 

, 73o 
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34. Hi* third proposition is, that specific penalties tibonld be proclaimed 
for tbe commission of Infanticide, after a certain time, to be fixed by Gopem^ 
ment. I would rather allow each case to be dealt with as at present, accord- 
ing to its merits ; but I think few will agree with the Political Agent in opimtin 
that it is advisable to fix a period prospectively from which to pumsh the 
crime. Mr. Erskine himself assigns a reason for my opinion that such cannot 
be necessary, namely, after tbe Chiefs have seen the unwearied attention paid 
to the subject by the late Political Agent, and the deep anxiety on the part of 
Government to abolish the practice.” 

35. His fourth measure is, that the Chiefs be held responsible for the con^ 
duct of their Bhyad and vassals. This is no new suggestion, as will be seen 
from the remarks 1 have offered in the 26th paragraph of this memorandum i 
this responsibility should undoubtedly be enforced to the extent therein 
mentioned. 

36. The fifth, or that the annual census should be the test, and that the 
Chiefs should be enjoined to aid in framing this census, requires no remark, 
for these propositions were sanctioned by Government in 1835. 

37. His sixth proposition is, that “ the period of two years, or such other 
time as Government shall decide, shall be granted to the Jharejas and othors 
in the habit of committing the crime, durii^ which time no investigations 
shall be made, either with regard to the former or late cases, and that the 
result of the census at the termination of that period be tiie test” I must 
confess I am astonished at this proposal ; if acceded to, entire impunity for 
the commission of crime would be tbe result, and I fear many would avail 
themselves of the license. It was my intention, had I remained in Kattywar, 
to have proposed, for the favourable consideration of Government the policy 
of complying with the prayer of tbe petition presented to me 1^ the Jhargas 
for an amnesty ; but this should not o" ^7 account extend beyond the period 
when every Jhareja must have becoipe aware of the determination of Ck>vem- 
mmit to do all in its power to suppress the crime. My proclamation was the 
vehicle through which this information was conveyed, and I would jnopose 
that the amnesty be grafted up to the end of 1^5. 

38. I do not myeviT perceive any necessity for appointing a second censor, 
more especially when we consider the difficulty which has been experienced 
in finding persons fit for the duty. 

39. His seventh proposition is, that we should endeavour to obtein the aid 
of the Rao of Kutch. Nothing, I conceive, would so much fficilitate the sup- 
pression of Infanticide ns our obtaining the cordial co-operation df the Rao of 
Kutch, and, I may addii% the British authorities stationed in that province. 
Gmundering the. mfluenoe we have so long possessed in Kutch, 1 think more 
might have been done than has yet been effected. The letter from the Rao, 
fi>rwi«ded by Mr. Erskine, proves that His Higlmess is favourably disposed, 
and the force of his exan^ will have a most benefi ci al effect far inducing his 
tribe to abandon tbe inhuman practice. Extraet of this part of the Political 
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Agent’s report ebovld be sei^ to ibe Resident, mth iostractions to concert 
meeearee widi the Reo for the ifoolition of Infonticide which ell the Chieft 
have long einoe renoenced; and it might be snggested to him, that the first 
nftasave to be adopted should be to take a census of the Jbareja population of 
Kutch, which has proved so beneficial in Katty war. He might ad<^ the 
aame form as has been used in Kattywar, and foe eeasns should be annually 
cmiewed. 

40. Political Agent proposes that foe general convocation of foe (%ieA 
«f foe Rajpoot raee, already sanetioDed by Government, should be held at 
Bhocj, in foe presence of the Resident in Kiitch and himself, when a plan may 
he distinctly drawn out for foe ctmduct and observance of all classes, for the 
end of reconciling all discordant customs, and fixing tbe socid relations (^foe 
Bfppoot race on a secure and permanent basis ; and more especially an agree- 
ment not to give tbeir dai^hters to those who will not give theirs in return, and 
regulating the dower and other expenses at marriages. These are highly 
usefid suggestions, and the only objection I have to offer is, the heavy expenses 
which will be incurred by foe Chiefs of Kattywar if foe meeting be convened 
at Bhooj. The attempt to induce them to go there may, however, be made ; 
but if they refuse, the convocation might be held at Rajkot, and another at 
Bhooj, each communicating wifo and acting in concert, as for as practicable, 
■with one another. 

41. Mr. Ersidne’s eighfo and last proposition is, that we should endea- 

■vour to effect our object by foe education, mental improvement, and moral 
amelioration of tbe mass of foe people.” His suggestions on this bead havw 
'been already considered, and for the most part approved of by this Oovmn- 
ment ; as an auxiliary measure they are deserving of great attention, though 
we ought not to relax in those of a more active character, for years must elapse 
before we can expect that any material effect will be produced by foe Eff usion 
cf-education. , 

42. In his 20fo paragraph foe Political Agent submits the draft of a pro- 
■damarion which he prt^rases to issue, and also foe draft of a circular letter 
.which he proposes to send to foe Chiefo, to induce them to hold foe convoca- 
tion suggested ; wifo regard to foe former, the preceding remarks wUl have 
■explatned wherein 1 differ from Mr. Erddne. The first paragraph is unobjec- 
tionable : foeeecond I foink requires qualification ; for foe present census shows 
that considerable success has attended foe measures adverted to^ and this 
should be noticed in terms of encouragemmit and sqctprobation, foe Jharejas of 
Drappabeingparticalarly alluded to. TheSrd, dfoyand-fifo paragraphs,alfoough 
not couched in very popular language, appear anotgeotionable. The6forequires 
to be altered so that it may not seem foat Goirenunent now .firr foe first fone 
wsm tbe Jhsr^ss s^hinst Infimticide, for foe;pvodanw(MH of =1^4 ccmtained 
miplifitt .warnings ; fiarfoe.same reason foe w^s "«ow declarsd” shoidd be 

jfnmtbe 7fo.patagtapb. The fifo pBtagi^h:is unobjfmliQQaUq, hut 
it may be added, ** foe Bo^fo Govemmen^ m oonveniogfoie aawmbly, Juia 
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nothing in view but the honour and happiness of the Rajpoot Chiefs of Katty- 
war/* I am obliged entirely to dissent from the 9th paragraph, for the reasons 
previously stated. The 10^ paragraph is unobjectionable, but the 11th should 
be modified as suggested in the 34th paragraph of this memorandum. The 
three last paragraphs are quite proper. 

43. I beg, however, to refer to the proclamation issued in 1834, which 
will be found in the accompanying volume ; for I think several of its clauses 
might be introduced into the present draft, more especially Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 
6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 ; at all events the present should be made to appear as a 
continuation of the former proclamation ; and the provisions in the clauses I 
have noticed be confirmed, the Tables in Nos. 6 and 8 being amended accord- 
ing to the recent census. 

44. With reference to the circular letter, I am not quite satisfied with it. 
It might be made much more simple and concise, and in my opinion the sub- 
stance of the last paragraph would be sufficient. 

45. The Political Agent should be requested to furnish the reports pro- 
mised in the 23rd and 25th paragraphs of his letter as early as practicable, and 
may be reminded that his annual Infanticide Report for 1837 was due on the 
J st January last. 

46. Although I have presumed to differ on many points with Mr. Erskine, 
the zeal and diligence he has exhibited in his report is highly creditable to 
him ; his heart is evidently in this sacred cause, and I should be exceedingly 
sorry to damp his ardour, or to discourage his future exertions, by any un- 
necessary opposition to his views ; for unless the*Agent employed to carry 
out the views of Government is personally interested, success cannot be 
expected. 

47. I must confess, however, that I do not think that Mr. Erskine has 
properly understood the real character of some of the measures which were 
adopted at my recommendation ; anj one who was unacquainted with my 
proceedings would, on reading Mr. Erskine’s present report, imagine that I 
had aimed to effect my object by penal measures only : I may already have 
succeeded in removing this impression by the observations I have offered, but, 
in order to place the /matter beyond doubt, I beg to submit to the Board a 
translation of my correspondence with the Chiefs and other influential persons 
in Kattywar, on the subject of my proclamation, and census of the Jbareja 
population. 

48. These may be briefly described as follows : — 

No. 1. Letter to the Jam of Nowanuggur. 

No. 2. Letter to the lnakoor of Moorvee. 

No. 3. Letter to the Chiefs of Gondul and DhuroL 

No. 4. Letter to the Chief of Rajkot. 

No. 6. dircular letter to the Chiefs of Drappa, Veerpoor, Mooleeladeree, 
Sesang Chandlee, Kotra Nyigee, Rajpura, Jhalleea, Dewanee, Mallia, Loodeka, 
Bharwa, Veerwa, Shapoor, Wuddalee, Kakseallee, and Gutka. 
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No. 6. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Paul, Kotaree, Kotra Saaganee, and 
Mowa. 

No. 7. Letter to the Chief of Khureesra. 

•No. 8. Letter to the Chiefs of Mengnee and Satodur Wawree. 

No. 9. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Drangdra and other Rajpoot Chiefii^ 
who give their daughters in marriage to the Jhareja tribe. 

No. 10. Letter to Babajee Buchajee, Minister of Oondul. 

No. II. Circular letter to Nuthoo, Mehta of Limree ; Motee, Mehta of 
Nowanuggur ; Runchoijee, Dewan of Joonaghur ; Baba Wuseekur, of Dhurol; 
Mehta Wasunjee, of Gondul ; Mehta Nuthooram, of Poorbunder ; the manager 
of Amrellee, and to all Mehtas on attachment duty, transmitting my proclama- 
tion, and calling for their co-operation in extirpating Infanticide. 

No. 12. Circular letter to eighty Chiefs of minor rank and influence, con- 
nected by marriage with the ^Jhareja tribe, sending them the proclamation, 
and soliciting their aid in enforcing it. 

I also annex a selection from the replies which I received to these letters, 
the tenor of which must, on the whole, be deemed satisfactory ; and as this 
correspondence is not noticed in Mr. Erskine’s present report, and may pro- 
bably therefore have escaped his notice, I would propose that a copy should 
be forwarded to the Political Agent, for his information, and for record in 
his office. 

49. There is also another document in my possession which has not been 
submitted to Government, namely, my instructions to the person appointed to 
take the census of the Jhdiejas, now before Government. I annex copy of these 
instructions, not only because I believe that every document connected with this 
interesting subject will be read with interest, but likewise because it contains 
additional evidence of the principles on which my efibrts for the suppression 
of Infanticide in Kattywar were regulated. 

50. In conclusion, I shall briefly no^pe Mr. Erskine’s letter and enclosures 
of the 28tli September last, relating to a difference of opinion which has arisen 
between his Assistant and himself, on the subject of Infanticide. It was 
very natural that Captain Lang should desire that his letter of the 14th April 
1837 should be submitted to Government, and I see nothing in the request, or 
the manner of making it, which rendered necessary the remark contained in 
the Politicd Agent's letter of the 28th September. 

51. Captain Lang’s proposal was, that in order to guard against the pos- 
sibility of the commission of the crime of Inflmticide and the death of the 
child i^ng afterwards attributed to premature birth, and to obviate the difficulty 
of proving in such cases the crime, that, in all instances of premature births 
which may hereafter occur, where the child is either still-bom, or dies in conse- 
quence, the corpse, 'ifhether male or female, should be (^wn to the Gametee, 
or Patd of the village, and a certified paper, setting forth the drcumstanees 
of the case, ^ required from them ; but that where there happens to be a 
Government Mehta on the spot, the report should be made to him. 
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52. It is BOt likdy, with the viem nttertaiiied by Mr. Ecridae regtrding 
the measures which we have adopted for the extinction of the practice, that a 
proposition of this kind would find JuFour in his eyes. The suggestion is alluded 
to in the latter portion oftfae 10th paragraph of Usr^rt the Political Agent 
does not state hisol^ctions toit, hut merely ohaerres, whh the opinions he enter- 
tains of the coercive measures adopted he could never conscientiously recommend 
it. I think myself that, for the present, tbemeasure need notbe (arried intoeffect; 
not that I regard it as improper or unjust, but becanse I am willit^ to hope 
we may he able to attain our object without it. When the meetbg of the 
'Oiiefii is held, they might, however, he infommd that the measnre wiH be here- 
after adopted if the crime stifi coirtmueB to be committed, and it is needless 
here to report that whenever it is suspected, ma reasonable grounds, that Infim- 
tidde has occurred, and that the same is endeavoured to be concealed under 
the pretext of a “ premature birth,” the circu|jiBtances of the case ehonld be 
strictly inquired into. 

(Signed) J. P. WiubonaaBT, 

Sth Sqttember 1838. Secretary to Government. 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOREGOING MEMORANDUM BY 
Mb. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 

From J. P. WiLnocQHBT, JSiy., Political Agent in Kattywar, to Jharbja 
Jam Runmuueb, of Ntncamggwr. Dated R^kot, 2lst July 1835. 

After compliments. — I have the pleasure to forward, for your infonnation, 
two copies of a proclamation recently published by Government in this 
province, upon the subject of Female Infanticide, to which I request your 
attentive consideration. 

2. I have been instructed on this occasion to convey to you the satis&c- 
tion derived by Government on obsejhring the progress which has been made 
in the districts subject to your authority iii abolishing this inhuman custom, 
since the return lately furnished by you shows that three hundred and eighty 
infants have been pr^fved. 

3. I confidently rely on receiving from you the most cordial co-operatioa 
in carrying into effect the measures in progress for ensuring the entire aboli- 
tion of a practice so entirely at variance with the usage of mankind. I am 
happy to inform yon that His Highness the Bao of Kutch has pledged himself 
to use bis exertions to extkpate this heinous sin from his dominions, and 1 
look to you, as the Chief|||f the Jharqjas of Kattywar, to follow His Highness 
the Bao’s example, i^ording itne eveiy assistance in .accomplishing the 
same objiect in this province. .1^ doing so you will gtcatiy add to yourxepu- 
tation, and establish for yourself and fiun%.the atcongest claims for a con- 
tinuance of the friendship and protection of the British OoTemment. 

^ 'Yi(ls'psgie,=30£>iff tius SfikstioB. 
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4. 1 reqaest you vritt do roe the ftmar to give every {mUietty to the Go- 
Tennaent pradamettoii ; end it would he hi^dy eoadacive to the end in riew 
were yon on this occenon to summon to your presence your Bhyed end the 
whole of the Jherejas subject to yourenthority, end inform than of your fined 
resolve to punish with the utmost severity, and expei from the eeste, any 
person who nwy still adhere to toe barbarous custom of putting their female 
offspring to death, at toe same time requiring them to renew existing engage* 
meats for hs discontinuance. 

6. You will obsenre that Government has resolved to obtain a census of 
the Jharejapopulatioa orKattywar,and to require from the Chiefeof the tribe 
half-yearly returns of all births, marriages, betrothals, and deaths occurring in 
toe district The object of these returns is to enable Government to ascertain 
from toe results how far oristing engagements are observed ; aitd I request 
your assistance towards rendering the returns of your districts as full and 
accurate as possible. 

, 6. The British Govonment has established a fond for toe relief of Jhartyas 
in indigent circumstances and unable to defray toe marriage expenses of their 
daughters. I shall on all occasions be most happy to pay every attention in 
my power to such representations as you may make on behalf of Jharejas so 
circumstanced. 

7. It is impossible to convey to you an idea of the intense interest felt, 
not only by the Government of India, but by toe authorities in England, to 
effect toe entire extinction of toe unnatural crime of Infanticide. Persons at a 
distance can scarcely creftt toe existence of such a custom among a high* 
minded race of men, whose Shasters or religion denounce it as a crime of the 
deepest dye, and so great as not to admit of expiation. In suppressing it. 
Government is alone influenced by motives of humanity and the purest 
philanthropy. It sincerely desires to effect the end in view by persuasion and 
by an appeal to the dictates of reason apd religion ; but, should these means 
foil, the severest penalties will be inflicted upon those who still adhere to toe 
detestable custom ; and, finally, it will become matter of serious consideration 
whether Government can with propriety maintain any relations whatever with 
persons who, after having voluntarily renounced the practice, and repeated 
warnings and admonitions, may still prove themselves to be utterly regardless 
of one of toe first and most important duties of mankind. 

8. Favour me with an early reply to this communication, and apprise me 

of such measures as you may adopt for giving effect to the wishes and orders 
of Government. 


APPENDIX No. 2. 

From J. P. WiUiOboHBT, JEStg., PcUtkdl Agent in Kattgwar, to Jhabwa 
PB wrHBBBAUBB, (A* CUtf of Moontt ; of tkeeameda^ 

1. Sioularto para.: 1 of toe fiw^ing. 

9. I have been direeted on toia occasion to eityress the deep regret which 
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Government has experienced on receiving the return you recently furnished of 
Jhareja children in your districts, showing that whilst there are sixty-seven 
males only seven females have been preserved. No further proof is required to 
establish the melancholy fact, that the barbarous custom of Female Infknticide 
still prevails in your districts to a considerable extent, because the inquiries of 
the learned have proved that in all countries the number of persons bom of 
both sexes is nearly equal. Let me remind you that your late father, the re- 
spectable Jeliajee, was the first Chief who set the example, twenty-five years ago, 
of renouncing this horrible practice, and that, in consequence, yourself and family 
have on various occasions received special marks of the favours and friend- 
ship of the British Government. It is mortifying to reflect that the laudable 
example of your father has produced so little impression upon the Bhyad and 
other Jharejas residing in the Moorvee Talooka. I exhort you in the strong- 
est manner to take immediate measures to ensure the strict observance of the 
engi^ements entered into by your respected father for the discontinuance of 
this dreadful crime ; and I inform you, that should you fail to do so, and 
should future returns from your districts exhibit similar results, you will forfeit 
all claim to a continuance of the favour and protection of Government, and 
justly expose yourself to reproach and disgrace. 

3. Same as para. 4 of the letter to the Jam. 

4. Same as para. 5 ditto. 

6. Same as para. 6 ditto. 

6. Same as para. 7 ditto. 

7. Same as para. 8 ditto. 

APPENDIX No. 3. 

From J. P. Willoughby, Political AgeH in Kattywar^ to Jhareja 
Chundersingjee, the Chief o/tGondul Dhorqjee; of the same date. 

The same as to the Jam, with the exception of the 2nd paragraph, and the 
allusion to the Rao in the 3rd paragraph. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGiEST, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar^ to Jhareja 
Boputsingjee, the Chief of Dhwrol Surrufdar ; of the same date. 

The same as to the Chief of Gondul. 


APPENDIX No. 4. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGHBljf!&;., Political Agent in Kattywar^ to Jhareja 
SooRAJBE, Chirf of Bafhot Sirdar; of the same date. 

The eame as to Gondul and Dhurol, with an addition as follows 
In my letter of the 20th June I communicated to you the decision of Go- 
Ternment upon the dreadful instance of Infanticide committed in your house 
in 1833. I trust that the leniency extended to you by Government is duly 
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appreciated ; that you have been awakened to a proper sense of the heinous 
sin which, under the influence of a shocking prejudice, you committed^ and 
that you will endeavour to restore yourself in some degree to the favour of 
(iovernment by your future exertions towards the suppression of a practice long 
since renounced by your tribe generally, under the most formal engagements. 


APPENDIX No. o. 

To the Chiefs of Drappo, 

iMicIosed is a proclaiuation issued by Government, recjuiring your tribe to 
adhere to the engagements it entered into twenty-five years ago, to discontinue 
the barbarous practice of Female Infanticide. 

2. The return of Jliaroja children lately obtained from your district, 
unequivocally proves that this detestable custom has not been abandoned. 
The great disparity off)7 males to 10 females can in no other way be ac- 
counted for. 

3. The praclice is denounced as a sin of the deepest enormity in the 
8hasters of yoi religion, and is universally evecraled by all classes of the 
community. 

4. 1 hereby inform you that if‘ it is proved by future returns that the 
unnatural custom is still adhered to, you will reader yourself liable to the 
severest penalties; and if you neglect to attend to this friendly warning, you 
will run a great risk of losing your Talookas and the jirivilegcs you now 
enjoy. Uej)ly to this communication. 

'fhe same to Veerpoor, Kliurrero, iM ooleeladerec, Sesang Cluindlee, Kotra 
Nyujee, Itajpurni, Jhallcea, Dowaiiee, Mallia, Loudeeka, Bharwa, Veerwa, 
Shajiofir, Wuddalee, Kakseallce, and Gulk. 


APPENDIX No. a. 

Circular to the Chiefs of Pal, KoUtreea, Moira Satif/anee, and Jlowct, 
The same as the above, omitting para. 2. 

APPENDIX No. 7. 

Frotn .1. P. Willoughby, JSsq,, Political Agent in Kattywar, to Juakeja 
Doon(;ukjee, the Chief of Kesitrrah, 

After compliments. — Enclosed is a proclamation, recently promulgated in 
Kattywar, against the unnatural practice of Female Infanticide, to which I 
request you will give every publicity. 

2. It has afforded me the highest satisfaction to observe, from the returns 
of Jhareja children of your district, that yourself and brethren have pai3 so 
/•IG 
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much attention to your engagements to renounce a practice so entirely opposed 
to the usage of mankind. 

3. Your praiseworthy conduct having been brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment| I have been authorised to grant you a remission of ten annas from 
tribute payable from Kesurrah for Sumvut 1890, and an honorary present in 
the name of Government in token of its high approbation of your exemplary 
conduct. These rewards will no doubt stimulate you to further exertions 
towards extinguishing a crime which has so long disgraced your tribe. 

Send an early reply to this communication. 


APPENDIX No. 8. 

To the Chiefs of Mengnee and Satodar Waoree. 

The same as the above, substituting four annas for ten annas, and omitting 
to mention an honorary present in the name of Government. 


APPENDIX No. 9. 

To the Raj of Drangdra and other Chiefs who give their Daughters in 
marriage to the Jharyas. 

After compliments. — Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Govern- 
ment, in Kattywar, against the practice of Female Infanticide. 

You are aware that this custom formerly prevailed almost universally 
among the Jhareja tribe, but that its renunciation was provided for under the 
most solemn engagements. Notwithstanding this, it has recently been estab- 
lished beyond doubt, that the barbarous custom is still adhered to, to a very 
considerable extent. 

Further measures have therefore become necessary to effect the complete 
abolition of the custom ; and the object of my writing to you is to suggest that 
it be made a stipulation in »11 marria^ contracts entered into between Rajpoots 
of the Jhalla tribe and the Jharejas, that the practice shall be discontinued. 

I rely on your adopting measures for carrying this suggestion into effect 
within your territory. The practice of Infanticide is revolting to human nature, 
and IS denounced aS aii inexpiable sin in the Shasters of your religion. By 
co-operating with me in its discontinuance, you will be doing what is accept- 
able to God and man, and entitle yourself to the thanks and approbation of 
the British Government. 

Favour me with an early reply to this communication. 

r. 

APPENDIX No. 10. 

i 

livm j. P. .WiLLOTTQHBT, Etq., Political Agent in Kattgwar, to Babajee 
i, Bdchajbb, Minister of th^ Chief of Gondttl; dated 21«< Julg 1835, 

After coinplimentB.--When yoq. lately viejbM me at Porebunder, I con- 
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versed with you upon the subject of the custom of Female Infanticide^ and 
I apprised you of the measures I intended to adopt to secure its entire 
suppression. 

^his practice being of such a detestable character, and its observance 
so at variance with the affection implanted by nature in the hearts of parents 
for their children, I am sanguine that its ultimate abolition may confidently 
be expected. 

3. It is my desire to enlist the feelings of the whole community in behalf 
of this sacred cause, so that it may become generally execrated and be ultimately 
regarded by the tribe among whom it prevails as the great and inexpiable sin 

• it is described to be in your Shasters. 

4. I have written to the Chief whose minister you now are, requiring him 
to see that Colonel Walker’s engagements are strictly adhered to. I request 
the constant exertion of the influence you must possess, from your situation, as 
well as high and respectable character, over the Gondul Jharejas, to give effect 
to those settlements. 

5. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Government on this 
subject, to which I will thank you to give all the publicity in your power. I 
request also yc ar attention to a letter I have written on the subject to the 
Chief of Gondul, and that you will urge him to adopt immediate measures for 
giving effect to the wishes communicated to him. 

6. Should any case of Infanticide come to your knowledge, you should com- 
municate the same to me. I’here is no doubt the practice still prevails to a very 
considerable extent. The British Government is resolved to suppress it, and 
should persuasions and admonitions fail to effect this, severe penalties will be 
inflicted. 

7. I shall be happy to receive an early reply to this letter, and if any mea- 
sures occur to you likely to aid in the end in view, I shall be glad if you will state 
them ; you could not perform a more acceptable service than that of suggesting 
any mode by which the crime of Infanticide may be diminished or extinguished 
altogether. 

Consider me your friend and well-wisher. 


APPENDIX No. 11. 

Circular letter written to Nuthoo Mehta of Limtee, Motee Mehta of Nowa- 
nuggur, Runchooijee Dewan of Joonaghur, Baba Wureekur of Dhervee, 
Mehta Wassunjee of Gondul, Nuthoorum Munguljee of Porebunder, and 
other influential persons in Kattywar, forwarding copy of the proclamation, 
and soliciting their aid and co-operation in effecting the extinction of the 
crime of Infanticide. 

• — ' — 

APPENDIX No. 12. 

Circular letter to the undermentioned Mehtas on attachment duty, forward- 
ing them the proclamation, directing them to asseinble the Jhar^as in their 
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vicinity, and to read and explain its contents, and to be careful to report to me 
any case of Infanticide that may come to their knowledge. 


1. Mehta 

9 

‘i. .. 

4. 

(i. 

rf 

/. 

K 

f). 

10 , 


Mandunjco, in charge of Moolecladeree. 
Purtanbey, of Pal. 

Kugoonath, of Uajpoore. 

Iiowasuiiker, of Munguuee. 

Pooja Kiirunsunkur, of Satodur Waorcc*. 
Manduiijeo, of Sesang*. 

Joolojee Veerchund, of Jhallia Dewanee. 
Ihibiijee, of Drapha. 

(ilopahijet*, of Itajkot. 

Puojee, of Mallia. 


Circular letter to the undermentioned Chiefs, forwarding the proclamation, 
and requesting llieir aid in giving effect to it. 

1. Jhalla Jussajee of Thareea Liinree Bhyad, dated 4th Aug. 183.5. 


2. 


Navsingjee, 

Bhocka, 

ditto. 


If 

Sugajee, 

Pnkeewalecui, 

ditto. 

4. 


Pgursing, 

Kurrmur, 

ditto. 

r,. 

7f 

.Bheeiijee, 

IMmtan, 

ditto. 

a. 

ff 

.l(M;jo(;, 

Buyanna, 

ditto. 

7. 

ff 

Sublajee, 

Surala, 

ditto. 

8. 

f> 

Jeewunjee, 

Cucharee, 

ditto. 

i>. 


Wujehrajjee, 

Than Lucktor, 

ditto. 

10. ' 

» 

Bhojrajjcc, 

Liniree, 

ditto. 

11. 

7) 

Jalimsingjee, 

Deoullee, 

ditto. 

12. 

97 

Tlyesingjee, 

Choorc, 

ditto. 

10. 

7'* 

■M olajee, 

Jhakhim, 

ditto. 

14. 

77 

Rajsingjec, ^ 

Wudw'Mi, 

ditto. 

15. 

77 

Jeteejee, 

Wurralee, 

ditto. 

1(). 

77 

. Abheesingjec, 

JSowke, 

ditto. 

17. 

77 

Buneesingjee, 

Karole 

ditto. 

18. 

77 

Kushees^e, 

Oontur, 

ditto. 

19. 

77 

CVjundeesingjee, 

Waiikaneer, 

ditto. 

20. 

77 

Wuchulsingjee, 

Sylah, 

ditto. 

21. 

77 

Nuthoojee, 

Chulala, 

ditto. 

22. 

77 

Runchoorjee, 

Kumalpoor, dated 7th August 1835. 

23. 

77 

Jeejabhye, 

Dhurode, 

ditto. 

24. 

77 

Kor^jee, 

Khandar, 

ditto. 

25. 

7) 

Wustfthye, 

Kamlayo, 

ditto. 

26. 

77 

Uloojee, 

Pullalee, 

ditto. 

27. 

77 

Muddarsing, 

Budwara, 

ditto. 

28. 

77 

Jussajee, 

Geree, 

ditjbo. 

29. 

77 

Nuthoojee, 

Lalliad, 

ditto. 
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30. 

Jlialla 

Muddarsingjee^ 

Tulsana, dated 7th 

August 1835 

31. 

99 

Phuljce, 

Thanee, 

ditto. 

32. 

99 

Dheepsing, 

Kherolee, 

ditto. 

33. . 

99 

Aherajjee, 

Gondeealee, 

ditto. 

34. 

99 

Seesabliye, 

Blialora, 

ditto. 

35. 

99 

Dosajee, 

Jampodur, 

ditto. 

36. 

99 

Poonjajee, 

Wunode, 

ditto. 

37. 

99 

Buuneesing, 

J lunmiir, 

ditto. 

38. 

99 

Mabdeosing, 

llajpoora, 

ditto. 

39. 

99 

Becheerjt?e, 

Wurra, 

ditto. 

40. 

99 

Dyalsing, 

Doodrej, 

ditto. 

41. 

99 

Kheemajee, 

Kesrala, 

ditto. 

42. 

JIawul 

Wujehsingjee, 

Bliowiiuggur, 

ditto. 

43. 

>1 

Bhawajce, 

Katoleca, 

ditto. 

44. 

99 

Jcobajee, 

Pucheegaum, 

ditto. 

45. 

99 

Puttajee, 

Dhola, 

ditto. 

46. 

99 

Kuttajee, 

Punchwara, 

ditto. 

47. 

99 

Dosajee, 

Ram link. 

ditto. 

48. 

• 9 

Poonurjee, 

Chcetiawayo, 

ditto. 

49. 

99 

Kiisheeajee, 

Chamardee, 

ditto. 

50. 

99 

Uumutsing, 

Wurrode, 

ditto. 

51. 

99 

Kuttasing, 

Ahuopoor, 

ditto. 

52. 

99 

Bhojajee, 

Kowrce, 

ditto. 

53. 

99 

Jeteejec, 

Kuttoiipoor Damir, 

ditto. 

54. 

99 

Jymutsing, 

Tora, 

ditto. 

55. 

99 

Kyajee, 

Jonpooree, 

ditto. 

56. 

99 

Vulla Ilurbhuiiijee, 


ditto. 

.57. 

(^ohul 

Desuljec, 

Sumundeeala, 

ditto. 

00 

99 

Kbeemajee, 

Bliogawusdur, 

ditto. 

59. 

99 

Jeejee Soorsingjee, 

Lathee, 

ditto. 

60. 

•9 

Manajee, 

Gudoolce, 

ditto. 

61. 

99 

Dosajee, 

Keejureea, 

ditto. 

62. 

99 

Jeehajee, 

Vouree, 

ditto. 

63. 

99 

Khengarjee, 

Gudalee, 

ditto. 

64. 

99 

Togajee, 

Wangdra, 

ditto. 

65. 

99 

Korajee, 

Blioochurwa, 

ditto. 

66. 

99 

Ujabhye, 

Limra, 

diito. 

67.' 

99 

Mheeroojee, 

Dedukrce, 

ditto. 

68. 

99 

Doodajee, 

Palitana, 

ditto. 

69. 

Surweja Umrajee, 

Jhallia. 


70. 

99 

•Jeebhye, 

Chorok. 


71. 

99 

Bheemjee, 

Sehole. 


72. 

• 99 

Umajee, 

Roheesala. 


-73. 

99 

Ryopjee, 

Sulala. 
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74. 

Surweja Ranajee, 

Yawttz. 

76. 

„ Wunajee, 

Rajix>oree. 

76. 

„ .Wukajee, 

Pad. 

77. 

„ Bunneesingjee, 

Dedurda. 

78. 

„ Kyajee, 

Data. 

79. 

Purmar Ramjee, 

Moolee. 

80. 

„ Rumeesingjee, 

Moonjpoor. 


Rajkot^ 2Qth 8(jitember 1836. 

Distributed the proclamation against Infanticide to the Vukeels usually 
employed by the Chiefs in the transaction of their affairs, and directed them 
to take every opportunity of publishing it, and of reminding the Jhareja Chiefs 
of the penalties they will incur by neglecting to attend to it. 


From Jhareja Shrbe Hunmuljee, Jam of Nowanuggur^ to J. P. Willoughby^ 
Esq.y Political Agents Kattywar ; dated Shrawun Vud 14M, or 23rd 
Avgust 1835. 

All is well here. Write regarding your own welfare. Your letter dated 
Assar Vud 11th, has been received. You have therein written regarding 
arrangements for the suppression of the custom of putting our daughters to 
death ; all this is right. I shall assemble intelligent men together, and, after 
due deliberation, write you a reply. 


From Jhareja Shree Pritheerajjee, Chief of Moorvee, and his Son 
Kooershree Ruwajee, J. P. Willoughby, JEsq,, Political Agent in 
Kattywar ; dated Bhaderwa Vud 9th {\Qth September 1836). 

After compliments. — All is well here. Write to us of your welfare. Your 
letter regarding the preservation of oui^daughters and the proclamation on that 
subject has been received. Jhareja Dewajee and all our Bhyad are now at 
Rajkot. I have written several times to my Vukeels to exact security from 
them, and to send the deeds to me. He has, however, not yet done so. My 
Bhyad state that they arff ready to execute tne required writings as soon as 
Jhareja Dewajee has done so. I will write to you hereafter on this subject. 
My father was an instrument originally in this business, and I myself act up 
to his example. I will not fail to pay due attention to the orders you have now 
issued. Ded Mhoorjee will apprise you of my intentions in this matter. 

From Jhareja Chundersino^ee, Chief of Qonduly to 3. P. Willoughby, 
Esq.i Political Agent in Kattywar; dated 10l4 August 1835. 

The British Government formerly adopted measures for the suppression of 
Infanticide; but since receiving your letter of the 21gt July, forwarding a 
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proclamation on this subject^ and observing that it is your fixed determination 
to abolish the custom, T have accordingly communicated the contents of your 
letter and proclamation to the whole of the Jharejas and the Bhyad, and ex- 
acted necurity from them to abstain from the practice, and to the effect that, if 
any of them should disregard the present engagement, he shall be expelled 
from the caste, and rendered liable to any punishment the British Government 
may think proper to inflict. I have spared no pains and trouble to inform 
them thoroughly of this. The measures adopted become the virtuous and 
humane character of the British Government, and are strictly in accordance 
with the precepts^ enjoined in the Hindoo Shasters. He who now should 
commit the dreadful crime will reap the fruits of his guilt ; and he who, know- 
ing that the crime has been committed by another, should hesitate to reveal 
his knowledge thereof, must participate in the guilt and sin which are the 
consequences. Who would participate in such sin? Let the Sirkar be con- 
vinced of this ; nothing will be left undone in this matter. But should, not- 
withstanding, any instance of the crime occur, the Sirkar is all-powerful to 
punish. Half-yearly returns will be transmitted as directed. The new year 
will commence from the Dussara, six months after which the first half-yearly 
return will be f irwarded. 


From Jhareja ISoorajee, Chifif of Rajkot^ to 3. V. Willoughby, Esq.y 
Political Agent in Kattywar ; dated August 1835. 

I have received your letter dated the 20th June. I am willing to pay the 
fine of Rs. 12,000 therein imposed upoT\, me. I am, however, not in cir- 
cumstances to pay the whole of this sum at once ; I rely on your goodness 
to grant some indulgence in this respect. You have desired that whenever 
there might be the prospect of an increase to my family, I should inform you 
of the same. This I will carefully attend to. In regard to the security de- 
manded from me that I shall hereafter abstain from the practice of Infanticide, 
I beg to state that I abjure the custom for ever ; and, if ever I am found guilty 
of the crime, my possessions will be at your disposal. Should you still 
insist upon exacting security, I am bound to afford it. I have, agreeably to 
your orders, caused the departure of Mehtas ’ Joota Bulwunt and Dulputram 
Koo.shall from my territories. In reply to your orders that I must not injure 
Patel Luckmon’s mother, the midwife, and other persons who gave evidence, 
or their relations, &c., I beg to state that Luckmon Patel is like a son of the 
Durbar, and there is no one it regards so much as it does him. 

2. I this day, in the presence of four Sowkars and two other persons, called 
in Luckmon Patel, and gave him promises of encouragement. I have received 
a proclamation on the subject of Infanticide which you transmitted to me, and 
shall adopt arrangements for carrying the orders therein contained into effect 
Whatever the English Government determines upon doing is designed for our 
good, and I Am anxious to obey the wishes of the Sirkar. I beg you will be 
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SO good as to grant me some indulgence in paying the fine imposed on me ; 
the way to be that which yourself may be pleased to determine. My estate 
is at the will of the Sirkar. This is my petition. 


From Jhareja Bhomeeneeajee, Chief of Kutra SanganeCy to i . P. Wil- 
LOuaiiBY, Esq,, Political Agent in Kattgwar, dated Shrawun Shood Qth, 
or 315/ July 1835. 

Acknowledges letter with proclamation of Political Agent, and recapitulates 
the contents. * 

1 continue to act agreeably to my engagements, and the wishes of Govern- 
ment in this business. The object of Government is to uphold the Hindoo 
religion. The unfortunate alone will not understand this, and wretchedness 
will be their portion. Three daughters have been lately born in my family, 
and have been preserved. I have drawn up a return of them in the form 
formerly furnished me by you, and have sent this return with the usual letter 
to you. I am obedient to your orders, and desire to act according to the 
wishes of Government. This, Sir, is my representation. 


From .liiAREJA JussuJEE, Chief of Loodeeka, toi, P. Willoi ghbv, TiV/., 
Political Agent in Kattywar, 

I have received your letter w'ith the proclamation, and have placed it on rny 
head. I will obey the order of Government. 


From Jhareja Myramjee, and two other Shareholders of Mooleeladecree, to 
J, P. Willoughby, Esq,, dated Shrawun Shood lAth {fth August 1835). 
We have received your letter witli the j)roclamation. Whoever commits 
the sin of Infanticide will be punished. We will attend to the orders of 
Government. We have explained the contents of the proclamation to all 
our Bhyad (brethren) aiuj^will all attend to it. 


From the Jhareja Chiefs of Drappa, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq,, Poli- 
tical Agent in Kattywar, dated Jest Wud 2nd {\2th June 1835). 

In obedience to the proclamation issued by Government, which we have 
read, we will not put oupdaughters to death. Should any of our Bhyad 
commit the crime, we agree to his being considered an offender against Go- 
vernment. 

As above written we will act. 


Signature of the parties. 
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From Jharejta Laoajee, Chief of Rajpoora^ to J, P. WillouohbYi JSry., 
Political Agent in Katiywar^ ^ted Shrawun Shood 8M {2nd Avgust 1835). 

Your letter with the proclamation respecting the preservation of the daugh* 
tens of JLharejas, has been received. The Mehta on attachment duty assembled 
together the whole of my Bhyad and read the proclamation over to them. 


From Jharejas Khanjee Patrajee, Kanthurjeb Lakhajee, Kesurjbe 
Nanabhye Allabiiye, o/* Satodur Womree^ to J. P. Willoughby, JSsg., 
Political Agent in KattywaVy dated Shrawun Shood 9/A (3rd August 1835). 

Your letter, and tlie proclamation regarding the preservation of our daughters, 
have been received. The Jubteedar, Koomashunkur, assembled the whole of 
our Bhyad together and communicated the contents of your despatch to them. 
In obedience to the orders of Government we have never, nor will hence- 
forward, put our daughters to death. 


From Jiiareja Khbnoarjee and the Bhyad of Kotra Ifyajeey to J. P. Wil- 
loughby, jKvj., Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated 1st August 1835. 

The proclamation which you transmitted, regarding the daughters of Jharejas, 
has been received. Head the compliments of Khengarjee’s mother. 


From Jhareja Dongurjeb, of Keesurahy to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.y 
Political Agent in Kattywary dated 31st July 1835. 

The proclamation forwarded by you has been placed on my head j I do not 
act contrary to the wishes of Government. 


From Jhareja Dosajee, Chief of Paal, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.y Political 
Agent in Kattywary dated Wth October 1835. 

1 have received your letter with the proclamation. I have assembled my 
Bhyad, and formed engagements that they should not put their daughters to 
death. I am under the same obligation to preserve my daughters. Five 
jnaonths since my brother, Jhareja Hurreebhye, got a daughter, which he 
preserved. This I wrote for your information. 


From Babajee Buchajee, Minister of the Chief of Oonduly to 3. V. Wil- 
loughby, Esq.y Political Agent in Kattywary dated IIM August 1835; 

After compliments.— Acknowledges the Political Agent’s letter forwarding 
the proclamation, and,*af]ter recapitulating contents, states— I have thoroughly 
informed the Cbief| Jhareja Chundersingjee, of these matters, and the 
arrangements directed by you shall immediately be adopted, as you have 
75 G • 
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already been informed in a letter from the Chief ^himself. Pie who conceals 
his knowledge of a crime so heinous as that of Infanticide is guilty of a deadly 
sin, and concernment in tlie murder ; who, then, would share the enormous 
guilt attached to such concealment ! The labour which you have undertal^en 
from motives of the purest philanthropy, and the orders you have issued, will 
be cordially aided and obeyed even at the peril of our lives. 


From Baba Wussbikur, Farmer of the Tahoha of Dherolcy to J. P. Wil- 
loughby, Fsq.y Political Agent in Katlywar^ dated 29^/i August 1 836. 

After compliments, — I have received your letter forwarding a proclamation 
regarding the suppression of the wicked crime of Infanticide practised amongst 
the Jfaarejas. I have published the proclamation amongst the Girassias 
and others residing in the villages included in my farm. With Colonel 
Walker originated the adoption of measures for the abolition of Infanti- 
cide, but it is you who have vigorously carried those measures into execution 
upon a systematic plan. The ears of the community are at last opened, and 
they begin to see with their eyes. The inhuman custom continued, and your 
predecessors came and went, but no one has been so fortunate as to deserve 
that credit before God, and eternal fame with posterity, which you have 
obtained. I shall adopt the arrangements you have directed, and com- 
municate with you on the subject from time to time. I rejoice in two things — 
the exercise of virtue, and the attainment of that celebrity which is the 
inevitable concomitant thereof. 


From Mehta Nuthooram Munguljee, of Porelunder, to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq,^ Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated 20/A September 1836. 

After compliments. — Your letter dated the 7th August last has arrived, and 
afforded me great pleasure. The proclamation regarding the daughters of 
Jharejas has also arrived, and I have conversed with the liana on the subject. 
The Jaitwa tribe is not numerous ; there are only four Dehlees (divisions). 
Orders have been issued to all of them to abstain from Female Infanticide. 
The Rana is very much pleased that the attention of Government is engaged 
on a subject of such 'mmense interest, and so conformable to the religion of 
all nations. The Jaitwa tribe, however, was not included in Colonel Walker’s 
arrangements for the suppression of Infanticide, because this (z. e. Porebunder) 
is a Dhurmraj or place where religion is much respected, and the custom does 
not prevail; the four Dehlees consist of only ten houses. I am much 
rejoiced that the precepts of religion are to be enforced, and I will co-operate. 


jFrow.RuNCHORJEBDEWAN, of JoonaghuT^ toJ. P. Willoughby, JEiy., PoK- 
tical Agent in Kattywar^ dated' Assoo Vud2nd (12/A July 1836). 

After c6mpUinent8.~Your favour, together with the proclamktion, has been 
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received. The Jharejas, in putting their daughters to death, commit a great sin. 
The Shasters describe this sin as one of the greatest enormity. The custom of 
Infanticide is not sanctioned in any of the Poorans that I have ever heard of. A 
weman cannot be deprived of life even if she is the most depraved and aban* 
doned of her sex. The guilt, therefore, of putting an innocent infant to death is 
of the blackest dye. The British Government, in abolishing this inhuman prac- 
tice from motives of religion and humanity, has gained for itself the highest 
reward of virtue. There are certain tribes of Rajpoots who put their daughters 
to death. The causes which appear to me to have led to the practice are men- 
tioned below. These causes, however, no longer exist, and it is unaccountable 
their still continuing to practise the crime. 

The caus^ I mentioned are as follows : — 

1. Up to the reign of Pritheeraj Chola the bride was the property of the 
strongest, who succeeded in taking possession of her person from the pavilion 
erected to celebrate her marriage. The contentions which ensued in conse- 
cjuence were of the bloodiest description. 

2. The Summa tribe of Rajpoots gave a daughter in marriage amongst the 
Soomra tribe of Rajpoots. Some causes originating in this connection led to 
a lasting ruptur'* between the tribes. 

3. The daughter of the Baja of Tutta was carried away by the Kuleefa or 
Sewant of Bugdada. 

4. The Mussulmen, during their reign, forcibly possessed themselves of the 
daughters of the Rajpoots, and great hatred and opposition between the castes 
ensued in consequence. 

To the above causes was owing the practice amongst the Jharejas of putting 
their daughters to death. The present times are, however, those of religion 
and virtue, and violence cannot be exercised by one individual against another. 
It is therefore unnecessary to continue the practice of infanticide. The greater 
portion of Jharejas do not adopt this dreadful crime; but those who do so 
will abstain, in obedience to the will of tjovernment. As you have written to 
me to co-operate in the abolition of the custom, and as it is a work of piety, 
no endeavours will be spared on my part. Write in return, commanding me 
to do you service. 


From Wassunjee Eswvngjee of Gondul, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Poli- 
tical Agent in Kattyxjoar, dated Wth August 1835. 

Acknowledges the Political Agent’s letter with the proclamation (recapi- 
tulates contents). 

I have spoken to the Durbar (i. e. Chief of Gondul) on the subject, and he 
has despatched peopje to the several members of his Bhyad. The strictest 
inquiries will be instituted, and no labour spared. The British Government 
is the protector of justice and of the religion of the Hindoos ; consequently the 
arrangements It has adopted for the suppression of Female Infanticide wilt be 
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acted upon. The orders of Government are like a crown on the heads of 
every one ; all persons are bound to obey the wishes of Government. 


From Maharana Huree Umursingjee, Chief of Drangdra, to J. P. Wil- 
loughby, Esq.j Political Agent in Kattywar, dated Ashwin Shood 2nd 
(24tA September 1835). 

After compliments. — Your order regarding the daughters of Jharejas, 
together with a proclamation on the samei^ttl^'^i^ has been received. I have 
summoned my Bhyad to a conference subject; they have agreed 

to meet at Drangdra the day after the Dewallee festival. After this meeting 
for deliberation I will write further to you. 


From Jhalla Bhojrajee, Chief of Limree, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent in Kattyxoar^ dated 4th Bhuderwa Wud (1 1 th Sq)t. 1835). 

Acknowledges receipt of letter and proclamation. 

I shall act in obedience to your wishes. I have distributed the letters, 
twenty-four in number, which you forwarded to the address of the Bhyad. 
As to a reply being sent you by the Bhyad, I have to mention that some of 
them understand, and others do not, the object in view. The Bhyad are dis- 
tributed in many villages, and require to be advised by a proper person. I 
shall therefore depute Mehta Nuthooram to them with instructions ; but per- 
manent arrangements can only be effected by your sending a Mehta into my 
Talooka for the purpose of taking writings from the different members of the 
Bhyad ; but, should this measure appear objectionable, the Bhyad, when they 
attend as usual at Rajkot for the purpose of settling their dues to Government, 
can be made to execute writings in your presence ; this is the only certain 
method which appears to me of accomplishing the wishes of Government. 


From Jhalla Ugursingjee, Chief of Kumur^ to J. P. WillougheT, 
Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated \st September 1835. 

After compliments, 7 -Your letter dated the 4th August, regarding the pre- 
servation of the daughters of Jharejas, with the proclamation, arrived on the 
28th August. I placed it on my head. In conformity with the desire of 
Government, arrangements will be made. 


From Jhalla Rejusin^b, Chief of Chora, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 

; Political Agent in Kaitywar, dated 1«< September 1835. 

^^After compliments. — Your letter about the daughters of the Jharejas, and 
the proclamation on that subject, have arrived. I placed them on my head, 
and will act in conformity with the wishes of Government. * 
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jt\om Jhalla Ubhurajjbb, ChUf of Oondeallee, to J. P. Willoughbyi 
Esq., Political Agent in Kattyumr, dated 26th Avgust 1835. 

After compliments. — Your letter^ forwarding a proclamation respecting the 
daughters of Jharejas, has b(*en received. At present I have no daughter, but 
should I ever betroth a daughter to a Jhareja, I will do so after having made 
arrangements conformable tp the Government orders. 


From Jhalla DEEPsiNCSEt ()hi^:of Kerallee, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent i^^eittywar, dated 2bth August 1835. 

I have received your letter, perused, and understood its contents. According 
as you have written, a writing will be taken, and our daughters married. 
Further, the motives of Government in this matter are purely those of hu- 
manity, and the measures they adopt are for the best. As you have written, 
writings will be taken from the Jharejas, and in future we shall not give them 
our daughters without first obtaining a writing from them, thougl^you should 
or should not write to us again on the subject. 


From Jhalla Shesmawee, Proprietor of Bholora, Talooka Wudwan, to 
J. P. WiLLOUOiiBY, Esq., dated 26th August 1835. 

Your letter has been received, read, and the contents thereof understood. 
In obedience to your wishes, the daughters of Jharejas will be preserved, 
and a writing to this effect taken from them before we marry our daughters 
to them. 

From Rawul Jetkejee Motheejee, Shareholder of the Village of Button* 
poor Damun, to i. P. Willoughby, Blsq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 
dated 23rrf Avgust 1835. 

After compliments. — Your letter, dated 7th August, has been received. In 
this country the Jhareja people do not preserve their daughters. (Recapitu- 
lates the contents of the Political Agent’s letter.) I have derived much 
pleasure from the receipt of your letter. My people abuse the custom of the 
Jharejas, and it is becoming of the just Government of the Sirkar, the pro- 
tector of religion, to adopt the arrangements it has done. Every one is pleased 
with this. Before we give our daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, we shall, 
as directed, take the requisite writings from them to abstain from Female In- 
fanticide. I write this for your information. 

From SuRWEYA Buneesing and others, of Redurdu, to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated 3rd September 1835« 

Acknowledges the*Political Agent’s letter, and recapitulates its contents. 

We have never yet given our daughters in marriage to the JbarejaSi but if 
ever we do so*in future, it will be under the arrangements you desire. 
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From Rawul Hurbrunjee, Chirf of Wulla^ to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.^ 
dated hth September 1836. 

Acknowledges the receipt of the proclamation, and states — I shall act agree- 
ably to the Sirkar's arrangements ; be sure of this. 


From Hawiil Seeajee and Rawul Kusslajee, Chief of Puchegaum, to 
J. P. Willoughby, Esq.^ Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated 22nd 
August 1836. 

We have received your letter, read, and understood its contents. Your letter 
to Rawul Puttabhye, of Dhola, has also been received, read, and understood. 
No one is beyond the orders of the Sirkar. 


From GoqpD Kiiorahbhye, of Jullalpoor, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent in Kattywar, dated 2dth August 1835. 
Acknowledges the receipt of the proclamation, and states — The custom of 
Female Infanticide does not prevail in my jurisdiction. I have inquired into 
this, and have found such to be the case. 


From Golint Khumabhye and Gohul Ujabhye, of Bojawuddur, to J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated Assud Shoodh 
Atli, 1892 (26<A September 1836). 

After compliments. — Your letter, forwarding the proclamation, has been 
received, and its contents understood. Henceforward, whenever we may 
betroth our daughters to the Jharejas, we will exact security as directed. 

From Jhalla Bechurjee, Chief of IVun, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Politi- 
cal Agent in Kattywar, dated Baderwa Vud \^th (20<A September 1836). 
After compliments. — The proclamation regarding the daughters of Jharejas 
has been received. I anvexceedingly well pl^^ased with this arrangement, which 
is proper. In confoiihity with your desire, henceforward, whenever I may 
betroth my daughters to any Jhareja, I will inform the Sirkar. 

From SuRWYA Ryopjee and Surwya Bhoput Sing, of Sunallea, to J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated Qth Sept. 1835. 
After compliments . — yShr letter and the Bombay proclamation have been 
received, and the contents understood. We have not up to this time entered 
into hny marriage alliance with the Jharejas, but should we hereafter do so, we 
will inform. ' Do not entertain any care or fear on this matter, but continue 
to show favour towards us ; we ard under your protection. 
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From SuRWYA Kyabhye and Survya Munubhye, Chiefs of Datta^ to J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq.^ Political Agent in Kattgwar, dated 9th Sept. 1836. 

After compliments. — Your order regarding the daughters, and the pro- 
clamation, have arrived. It is not the custom with us to kill our daughters ; 
we marry them as respectably as we can. 

From Mehta Poonjah Koornashunkur, Zuhteedar of Satodur Wowree, to 
J. P. Willoughby, Political Agent in Kattyioary dated Shravun 
Shoodh 9th i^nd August 1835). 

Acknowledges Mr. Willoughby’s letter transmitting the proclamation ; re- 
capitulates contents. I assembled all the Bhyad of the Talooka together, and 
read over your letter, with the proclamation, to them. The Jhnrejas assembled 
said they would not put their daughters to death, nor permit their dependafnts 
doing so. Their answer was to this effect. I delivered the proclamation over 
to them. I shall immediately inform you of the death of females amongst the 
Jharejas. Khuna Khanjee and the Talookdars have, all together, prepared 
a petition which you will receive. 


From Babajee Balcristna, Zuhteedar of Drappa, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq,y 
Political Agent in Kattywary dated Ath August 1835. 

Acknowledges communication regarding Infanticide from the Political 
Agent; states — I have, in obedience to your orders, assembled all the 
Bhyad together, and communicated to them the contents of the proclamation* 
Their acknowledgment of the receipt of the proclamation has been forwarded 
to you. I shall duly inform you of all births amongst the Bhyad, and pay 
strict obedience to your instructions in this respect. 

Applies for a form to guide him in drawing up the return of Jharejas requir- 
ed by the Political Agent. • 


From Ragonath Ramchunder, Zuhteedar of Rojporey to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq.y Political Agent in KattywaVy dated 2nd August 1835. 

Acknowledges the receipt of the Political Agent’s letter, and recapitulates 
contents. 

In obedience to your orders, Jhareja Ladhajee is in attendance on you at 
Rajkot; but I assembled Jhareja Ramabhyee and the rest of the Bhyad, and 
disclosed to them your letter, with the proclamation, after reading the same 
over to them. Their acknowledgment of the receipt of these documents is 
herewith transmitted. I have issued the strictest injunctions to theih to pre- 
serve their daughters, and required of them to give writings to that effect. 
They replied, together, that their Chief, viz. Jhareja Ladhajee, was in attend- 
ance on the “Political Agent at Rajkot, and would enter into any engage- 
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ments in their names that may be demanded of him. I shall keep inquiries 
on foot amongst the Bhyad. Mehta Jeebhyee, formerly in charge at this place, 
furnished you with a return of the male and female Jharejas then existing. I 
herewith transmit a return of such as have been born since that period. 


From the Zubteedar op Mooleeladeree, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq,^ 
Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated 1th August 1835. 

I have received your letter and the proclamation regarding the daughters 
of Jharejas, and handed them to the Talookdar, after informing him of their 
contents. The strictest inquiries will be instituted, and the results duly com- 
municated to you. 


Minute by the Honorable the Governor y dated 2Qth September 1838. 

Mr. Erskine’s Infanticide Report for 1835 and 1836 has been so fully 
analysed by Mr. Willoughby, in his valuable Memorandum on this important 
and interesting subject, that it will be unnecessary for me to enter at all 
into detail. 

Both these gentlemen have brought to this subject the warmest zeal to 
accomplish the most benevolent object; and have been actuated in the 
measures they have adopted by the most earnest desire to suppress and put an 
end to the revolting and wicked practice of Female Infanticide, by eveiy effort 
which has suggested itself to their judgment as best adapted to that end, 
though they differ in some respects. Mr. Willoughby's matured judgment, and 
knowledge of the people, lead me to acquiesce in his proposed amendments 
of the suggestions of Mr. Erskine. 

The success which has attended Mr. Willoughby's efforts is very strikingly 
shown by the number of female children preserved of those born in the last 
year of his Agency, and the one following it ; although, as embracing only 
twelve instead of eighteen months, and omitting the Talooka of Noanuggur, 
they exhibit a result very much short of what might have been given. 

Whatever recommendation or otherwise the preliminary inquiry into charges 
may have in ordinary questions of a criminal nature, in those connected with In- 
fanticide I think them of very great importance, particularly as tending to 
prevent groundless or malicious charges being brought before the public, and 
the character of the accused unnecessarily injured. The suggestion of the 
Political Secretary should be adopted. 

The persecution which it appears the Chief of Rajkot has exercised towards 
the connections of the par^ who informed against him, should be inquired into 
and redressed, as pointed out in para. 21. 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Erskine had not more fcarefully looked into 
the proceedings of his predecessors, nor possessed the documents which should 
now be sent him as suggested in para. 48 of the Memorandum, when he would 
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iiavG been satisfied that measures of a conciliatory character formed as much 
a part of his principle of proceeding as of hj^ own, and in the conspicuous and 
acknowledged success which has attended those principles of proceeding he 
wcadd have found a more solid ground of commendation than any which he 
has adduced as the basis for condemning them. 

In Air. Willoughby’s remarks upon the eight propositions of Mr. Erskine 
for effecting the great benevolent olijoct in view in paras. 32 to 41 of the 
Alemorandum, I (iiitirely concur. I am (jiiitc at a loss to conceive how in his 
sixth proposition he could have pro])osed the degree of impunity for the crime 
f)f which they have had such full knowledge, and of the penalties attaching to 
it through Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation. On the eighth proposition, I 
think the Honorable Court should be strongly recommended to authorise an 
expenditure sufHc*i(Mit to ensure efficient measures for the diffusion of education 
in Kattywar. 

The proclamation proposed should be amended by embodying much of that 
of 1834, so that it shall appear distinctly as a continuation of the former pro- 
clamation. I object to the circular, because of the inconsistency that would 
be involved in our issuing a document speaking of the Shasters as containing 
a dcclaratiim of be true law of Cod. By avoiding such questionable, or rather 
erroneous statement, and simplifying and shortening the circular .somewhat as 
])roposed in ]>ara. 44, it would be much improved. The meeting of the Chiefs, 
if it can be clfccted in the s])irit anticipated by Mr. Erskine, will, I trust, be 
attended with the benefits he antici|iates. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that the few remarks I have offered on the 
iiit<‘rcsting reports Ixd’ore the Board, and the Political Secretary’s valuable 
Memorandum on it, touch but on few of the points which deserved notice ; I 
felt, however, that I could not improve upon the several recommendations 
w'hicli Air. Willoughby has oflcrcd, and I wimld therefore suggest that he be 
requested to frame, in the spirit of his 4Gth paragraph, a reply to Mr. Erskine, 
embracing IIkuti. * 

The whole subject will also be reported to the Honorable Court. 

(Signed) James Parish. 


Minvte by the Honorable Mr, Dunlop, dated 22nd September 1838. 

I quite agree in the general propositions for the suppression of Infanticide, 
but entertain doubts of the advantages to be expected from general convoca- 
tions of ignorant, prejudiced men, who are confessedly incompetent to enter 
into, or comprehend our views, but who seem to me quite as likely to confirm 
and embitter each otlier’s prejudices as to be converted to our way of think- 
ing, while it may tend to give combined habits of action not desirable to 
encourage. 


7Cg 


(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 
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Minute by the Honorable Mr, G, W. Anderson, subscribed to by the Honor- 

able Mr, Dunlop. 

I entirely concur in the view Mr. Willoughby has taken of Mr. Erskine’s 
report, and in the measures he suggests where he differs from Mr. Erskinc^ 

The mode Mr. Willoughby points out in his 7th paragraph for conducting 
inquiries into these cases I consider eminently wise, and should be alone 
follow^ed. 

Mr. Erskine’s proposition, that no proceedings should be held in these 
cases for two years, I should strongly object to — as unnecessary for informa- 
tion to put the Jharejas on their guard — for information of our abhorrence of 
the practice they already possess — as also of the penalties to which the practice 
renders them liable. 

It would tend to throw a doubt upon our former proceedings ; to give those 
proceedings, in some measure, the colour of injustice, in our not having given 
such law of warning before ; and lead to some doubt if up to this point we 
had really been in earnest. 

1 do not see either any necessity for the proposed proclamation ; it proclaims 
what is already sufficiently known ; and I do not suppose any one really sus- 
pects that any good would come of it. 

I admit that education and knowledge will ultimately change the feelings 
and habits of a whole people ; but this is a work of time ; and it is not to 
knowledge so gained, that we must look for the cessation of this great crime, 
but to measures of vigor tempered with prudence and conciliation. Our pro- 
gress since Mr. Willoughby’s administration has been great, and entitles him 
to the highest praise. Many have written much, but in his measures we find 
a practical result, and till we find a better and more extensive practical result 
promised, and likely to occur from other measures, I think those he adopted, 
and now so satisfactorily explains, ought to be persisted in. 

(Sig'ied) G. W. Anderson. 

* J, A. Dunlop. 


Minute by the Honorable the Governor. 

With regard to the cqpvocation I do not think it will do any harm ; and in 
regard to the proclaniation, it will perhaps be best to republish the former one 
with such modifications as the altered state of circumstances, and the census, 
may render necessary. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

Minute by the Honorable Mr. G. W. Anderson, subscribed to by the Honor- 

^ able Mr. Dunlop. 

I must say that I doubt any good coming from the convocation, and I should 
consider it a hazardous measure. On the question of the necessity for the pro- 
clamation I heve given my opinion. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

J. A. Dunlop. 
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Minute by the Honorable Board. 

At the present time, and with reference to the state of the country, the 
convocation had better not be held. 


(Signed) James Parish. 

G. W. Anderson. 
J. A. Dunlop. 


Memorandum. — The substance of Mr. Willoughby^ s foreyoiny Memorandum^ 
dated the ^th September 1838, and the tnews of the majority of the Board 
contained in the above Minutes, were communicated to the Political Agent 
in Kattywar, on the 16^/i February 1839. 


Note.— Tliese proceedings having been reported to the llouornble the Court of Directors, 
that authority, on the l.'Uh May 1H4(), replied as follows : — 

“ Mr. Erskiiie’s report on the progress of the measures for the suppression of Infanticide in 
Kattywar, during the years 1835 and 1836, is creditable to his industry and intelligence. We 
agree with you, however, in thinking that the facts stated by him, and especially the very 
great increase show'u by the census in the number of female children now in existence (assum- 
ing that the census to be relied ui)on, of which W'e express no doubt), amply justify a far 
more favourable o]jiiiiou than that entertained by him of the success of the means hitherto 
ado))ted to check Infanticide, and that the result altogether is by no means such as to call 
for that total change of measures which lie seems to recommend, although some of liis sugges- 
tions may be beneficially adopted in aid of the measures already in operation. 

“ 3. Among other things Mr. Erskine recommends an attempt to induce the Rajpoot Chiefs 
in Kattywar (with whom the Jharejas principally intermarry) to enter into an engagement not 
to give their daughters in marriage to any tribe who w ill not give them their daughters in 
return. Mr. Erskine is of opinion that the Chiefs would willingly enter into such an engage- 
ment; and he has sliowm good reason for thinking that, if adhered to, it would tend greatly to 
the suppression of the crime. 

** 4. Another of Mr. Erskine's projiositions is, that the Jhareja Chiefs should be required to 
enter into an engagement that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of their Bhyad 
shall not exceed a certain amount, to be fixed a* a meeting of the caste. If this tribe could 
be induced to abandon the idea that expenses much exceeding those incurred on a similar 
occasion by other castes arc necessary in theirs, one of the inducements to the destruction of 
their female offspring would be considerably weakened. 

“ 6. You have sanctioned both these propositions with the proper reservations. You have 
besides judiciously, as we think, declared an amnesty for all acts of this description committed 
before the end of 1835. Mr. Erskine’s proposition for allowing impunity to such acts pro- 
spectively for two years, trusting meanwhile wholly to indirect means and to moral influence, 
w'us altogether inadmissible. Something might have been said in favour of such a plan at 
the commencement of our operations, hut it is obvious that a system of investigation and 
punishment once introduced cannot be abandoned or even suspended, without risking the 
entire failure of our object. 

** 6. We approve of your having instructed Mr. Erskine to adopt his predecessor’a practice 
of never exposing parties to the inconvenience and dishonour of a public trial without first 
satisfying himself, by a private investigation, that there was ground for the charge. 

“ 7* Wo arc sorry to observe that it has been found necessary to dismiss the Moonshee who 
had been employed to take the census, on proof of his having received a bribe to conceal an 
act of Infanticide.” 
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From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bonjbuy. 

Dated Rajkot, December 1837.^ 

Sir, — I have the honour to bring to the notice of the lli^ht Honorable the 
Governor in Council the following circumstances, with a few observations 
thereon, and request the favour of being informed of the sentiments and in- 
structions of Government on the subject. 

2. Lately, in the course of investigation into the conduct of the Jumadar 
of Arabs, and the Attachment Mehta at Mallia, on their being accused by the 
Thakoor, Jhareja Siittajec, of defrauding him of money in various instances, 
that Chief informed me that the sum of Its. 50 was on one occasion extorted 
from him by the Jubteedar, for the purpose of bribing the Infanticide censor 
to conceal the birth and destruction of a female infant in the family of Jhareja 
Wukutsing of Nuwagauni, one of the Mallia Bhyad. Suttajec's Karbaree, a 
Banian named Teja, whom he had also accused of being implicated in the 
frauds said to be practised upon him by the Jumadar and Attachment Mehta, 
being on the spot, I interrogated him immediately about tlic bribe above men- 
tioned, and I was grieved to find that he corroborated the tact of the paymf'iit 
of the sum in question. The next step I took was to examine the Mallia ac- 
counts, and Teja pointed out to me an item of ils. 50 entered, “ Paid to 
Sutajee,” as being the sum taken by the Jubteedar for the Infanticide Moon- 
shee. The censor, on being examined, after some hesitation admitted the bribe, 
together with other petty instances of receiving presents from the Chiefs; and 
I beg to append copies of the three depositions in the case. 

3. The unfortunate subject of this report, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, was 
selected by my predecessor as a person peculiarly fitted for the important 
situation of censor. W ith other qualifications, he was believed to have com- 
bined more than usujil Native integrity. Fror- his infancy he had had the 
advantages of daily and familiar intercourse with European officers of the 
Army, whom his father first, and himself afterwards, wore in the habit, as 
Moonshees by profession, of instructing in the Native lamiunges. Under such 
a system of education he insensibly imbibed notions of virtue not common 
among the Natives this country. Among these the detestation of corrup- 
tion must, it was to have been hoped, have been one. That such a man 
should accept a bribe under any circumstances, however extenuating, would 
at all times appear strange, but that he should do so for the concealment of 
murder, and such a murder too as involved in its consequences the perpetua- 
tion of Infanticide, the eradication of which crime among a large tribe of 
pe(:^e was the sole ohje^ for which he was employed, would appear in- 
crmble. The case, however, is not wholly unaccountaUe, and may be viewed 
as one in which temptation prevailed over superficial morality ; or, in short, that 
though he wAs incapable of seeking unlawful gains, he was^ not proof to 
seduction. In this view of his character all persons who know him coincide. 
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4. In addition to the above extenuating observations, I beg to add the 
possibility that this has been the first and only instance in which the Moonshee 
has suffered the love of gain to prevail over his acquired and partial repug- 
nance to dishonesty. Fully alive to the immense importance of ascertaining 
beyond a doubt whetlier this was the fact, I have spared no pains to draw 
from him a free confession of the whole extent of his guilt ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the assistance 1 had from his relations and friends in my endeavours to accom- 
plish this object, and although, in consideration of the general pernicious example 
of the Native establish merit, I fully informed him of rny willingness to inter- 
cede with Government for him if he came forward and stated the whole truth, 
he continues to deny any other instance whatever in which he has misbe- 
haved in the capacity of censor. This denial has the appearance of truth 
(however disinclined those who arc not personally acquainted with the 
offender will be to subscribe to its admission), because he persists in it in spite 
of the love of self-preservation which is so strong within us. Sensible of the 
enormity of the offence to which he has confessed, and perfectly aware that 
the consequences, as far as he is himself concerned, would, at the w^orst, be the 
same, if not in a great degree favourable, U he confessed to other instances of 
similar offence . it is most diflicult to account for his continued denial on this 
liead. But, after the hope of my interceding for him with Government, pro- 
vided he disclosed further acts of corruption, and serious warnings of the 
severity of the punishment which awaited him in case he clung to his obstinacy, 
were held out to him, the persevering silence of the man, if not truly inexpli- 
cable, must, I venture to submit, form a favourable feature in his case when 
the Bight Ilononible the Governor in Council is pleased to pass a decision 
upon it. lie is, for the present, suspended from his duties, and I have taken 
security for his personal appearance. 

5. That there can hereafter be any hope of being able to place confidence 
in this person when such momentous interests are at stake, is, I fear, out of 
the question, and 1 regret to say I ha>re it not in my power to recommend a 
successor to Government. The census is, therefore in a state of abeyance, 
until the receipt of the orders of Government as to the measures to be adopted 
in this emergency. I may be allowed, however, to remark, that I consider the 
remuneration of Rs. 60 per mensem by no means commensurate to the im- 
portance of the duties on which the Infanticide censor is employed ; and under 
the impression that the Government had not sufficient security against want 
of integrity in the censor, I took the liberty to recommend as a check the 
appointment of two censors for this duty, in my paper on Infanticide of the 
30th of June last. 

6. If the Government has it in its power to command the services of one 
or more respectable Natives sufficiently well versed in the habits, manners, 
and language of this peninsula, to prevent deception, it would be hi^ly 
desirable ; but I greatly fear the requisite qualifications are too rare, for there 
to be much hope of finding fit persons for so delicate and important a duty. 
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7. 1 know of no person at present whose name I could mention as possess* 
ing in a full degree the. qualifications requisite, except my Head Accountant 
and Clerk, Mr. Gillies, and the loss of his services in his own department 
would, in the present weak state of the Agency establishment, be so se- 
riously felt, that I am unable conscientiously to recommend his employment 
on this particular duty to the detriment of the other departments in which he 
Is so usefully employed. 

8. I feel the more disposed to press upon the Right Honorable the Gover- 
nor in Council my conviction of the danger of leaning upon the power of 
inquisitorial and penal measures for the suppression of the awful crime, and 
of the necessity of trusting more than we at present do to the eventual good 
effects of a well-directed system of education of the ignorant community to- 
wards effecting this most desirable object. Our efforts are all but crippled, 
and in every human probability the Jhareja committers of the crime may still 
feel a sort of half security in the commission, from the hope of imposing on 
our censor. 

9. Allhoiigh there can scarcely be a doubt as to the fact of the murder 
having been committed, from the (J^^positions already taken, still, in a judicial 
point of view, it is requisite to prove the fact incontestably by witnesses, 
before any such steps can be taken, as just now adverted to, against the 
Moonshee. 1 have, therefore, requested Suttajee to send for the parties who 
were present, as also for Wukutsing, to defend himself against the charge, 
and the result of their examination shall be duly reported for the information 
of Government. In the meantime, however, as the progress of the census is 
eficctually arrested by the delinquency of the present censor, I hope to be 
favoured with as early a reply to this reference as the circumstances submitted 
for consideration will admit. 

10. Should it be the; opinion of the Right Honorable the (Jovernor in 
Council that it is expedient to proceed without loss of time with the census and 
with the present rate of remuneration •to the censor, I shall do my utmost to 
select a qualified individual, and a respectable Native woman, for the purpose, 
and immediately direct the scrutiny to commence in the territory of the Jam 
of Nowanuggur, which has not yet been able to be effected. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) James Ehhkine, 

Rajkoty 3lst December 1837. Political Agent. 


(No. 1.) 

Deposition //Jhareja Suttajee, Chief of Mallia. 

When Moonshee GoolaSI Mahomed came to Kakrejee to take the Jhareja 
c^us, my mother and I privately told him that Wukut^iing, of Nowagaum, 
had killed a daughter. The Moonshee took a memorandum of this. He lived 
at this time with Rowjee. Rowjee afterwards sent for Wukutsing and told 
him of my accusation. That night Teja and Rowjee came to my house and 
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blamed me for what I had done^ saying I should lose my character by it, and 
that my family would be dishonoured by being dragged before the Sirkar. 
They succeeded in acting on my fears to such a degree, that at their request I 
(fonsented to pay Its. 50 in urder to have the business quashed, and this they 
promised me ; and they added, that by my giving the Moonshee this sum, and 
Wukutsing’s paying him something which they would manage for him, he 
would take no notice of my report. I told Itowjee to pay the Moonshee 
Rs. 60, and charge the sum to my deposit with him. The Moonshee, thp second 
day afterwards, departed in company with Wukiitsing for Nowagaum. 

(No. 2.) 

Deposition o/Teja Banyan. 

During Kooer Moolwajee’s marriage, about two years ago, Moonshee 
Goolam Mahomed came to Kukrejee. Suttajee informed him that Jhareja 
Wukutsing had killed a daughter. Wukutsing, hearing of this accusation, 
sent word to Rowjee that he could prove several cases against Suttajee. Upon 
Ilowjee’s telling this to Suttajee and his mother, they had a long private con- 
versation with itowjee, and got him to agree on the part of Goolam Mahomed 
to quash the aff'aig on their paying him Rs. 50 ; accordingly Suttajee ordered 
me to give Rowjee credit for this sum, and desired that Rowjee should be 
permitted to insert it in his account as ready cash paid Suttajee.” When 
the Baee and Suttajee came out of the room after their conference with Row- 
jee, they told me they had quashed the affair, because they did not wish to 
be dragged before the Sirkar as witnesses ; but they did not mention their 
real fears, which were the counter accusations of Wukutsing. 


(No. 3.) 

Deposition of Moonshee Goolam Mahomed. 

• 

When Captain Lang was at Adhoee I was employed on the census duty at 
Mallia. I arrived at Kukrejee at ten at night. Next morning I visited Row- 
jee at his request, and he desired me to live with him, to which I consented. 
The same day, or the next, I called* on Suttajee to take down the names of his 
children. His mother was with him, and she told me, in his presence and 
that of other people, that Jhareja Wukutsing of her Bhyad had committed 
the crime of Infanticide. She named a woman of Mallia as having been 
present on the occasion as midwife ; but she desired that her own name in the 
case should be concealed, and she advised me to seize the midwife, tmd extort 
the truth from her. I took a memorandum of this communication without 
any remark, and, having gone home, told the whole thing to Rowjee. In 
reply, he spoke in Wukutsing’s favour, saying he was a friend of his, and 
that Suttajee and Wukutsing were not on terms, which accounted for the 
false accusation of the former. To this I said nothing; and I went to 
Adhoee, and after seven days came to Mallia. From this place I sent for 
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Rowjee, saying 1 wished to inquire into the Infanticide affair, and after some 
delay, he came with Wukutsing, and told me that it was all nonsense, he 
having inquired into the affiiir in my absence. He added, that as the thing 
Avas false, Suttajee wished to quash it, and w^ould give me some money to 
gain that purpose. 1 argued the truth of it, till ]{owjoe finally seduced me. 
At last he prevailed on me to go to Kukrejee, where 1 accepted Its. 70 from 
him. Heaven knows how, from Suttajee. Next morning I and Wukutsing left 
Kukrejee, and as I intended to visit certain Moorvee villages, and as his 
village was on the road, I put up at his house that night. In the morning, 
after breakfast, Wukutsing requested me to see his sister-in-law. I consented, 
anfl she spoke to me from behind a purdah. After agreeing to regard 
each other as brother and sister, she desired me to accept six or seven 
Korces for sweetmeat, and when I refused, she insisted on my taking the money 
in exchange for a choolee (jacket), such as a brother is expected to give his 
sister, and I agreed, and left the place with the korces. 

I have received petty presents from various people during my tour in the 
districts, such as provisions, fruit, ^"c. and sometimes small household articles. 
In one or two instances I have been oflered presents of valuable cloths, &c. 
but these I refused. In a few instances, Jharejas recei\ing pecuniary aid 
from the Infanticide Fund have forced on my acceptance ft tiifiing nuzzerana 
or so. I have no fuither acts of misconduct to reveal. This deposition con- 
tains the whole I have been guilty of. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. Erskine, 
Political Agent. 


From J. P. WiLT.orciiinv, Esq., Secretary to the (lovernraent of Bombay, 

To the Poijtical Agent, Kattywar. 

* Dated the \Gth May 1(S38. 

— I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
31st December last, reporting corrupt conduct on the part of Moonshee 
Goolam Mahomed, in tly? performance of his duties as Infanticide censor in 
the province of Katty vUr, and to inform you that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council approves of the suspension of that individual, and directs 
that the bribe of Rs. 60 received by him be refunded and credited to the 
Infanticide Fund. 

2. You are requested to appoint another Karcoon to conduct the duties of 
censor, selecting the best person you can meet with for that purpose. 

3. The Governor in Cauncil is pleased to direct that the charge of Infan- 
ticide in Jhareja Wukutsing’s family be fully investigated,* and desires me to 

* Note.— From Appendix F to Captain G. LeGrand Jacob’s Report on Infanticide, dated 
the 23rd October 1841, which will be found in a subsequent part of this Selectioxf, it appears that 
this charge of Infanticide was, on further investigation, substantiated,' hut that, after keeping 
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state that the report of your proceedings will be awaited before finally 
deciding on the Moonshec’s case. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle^ 16lA May 1838. 


From Captain G. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Offig. Cliief Secy, to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkoty^2rd October 1841. 

SiH, — I have now the honour to submit, for the information of Government, 
returns of the Jhareja and Jetwa population of Kattywar, and part of Wagur, 
with a few remarks on the subject of Infanticide generally. 

2. Since Mr. Erskine’s despatch, dated 30th June no annual report 

on this particular crime has been drawn up, and the general census^ from which 
the accompanying tables (Appendices A to C) have been, extracted and 
condensed, is brought up to the 30th June last; those for Adhoee and Jetwarf 
have, indeed, been only received this week ; and I have had the option of 
transmitting imperfect information, or of departing from the prescribed course, 
by including in this report a review of events up to the present time, unless 
indeed I had deferred to a still further period the (long over-due) notice of the 
subject, that its importance and the orders of Government alike demand. 

3. I feel that some explanation is here called for as to the omission of 
periodical reports for upwards of four years ; for though the stale of this 
Agency, as brought to the notice of Government in several recent despatches, 
may sufficiently account for it, yet circumstances, peculiar to this branch of 
the Agent’s duties, have also served to prevent their compilation. 

4. Shortly after the despatch of Mj. Erskine’s report in 1837, the fact of 
the Infanticide censor, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, having accepted a bribe:}; 
to quash an accusation of child-slaughter transpired ; the circumstances of the 
case were, under Mr. Erskine’s orders, investigated by me in May 1838, and 
though extenuating points were brought to light, and it was somewhat doubtful 
whether the censor had reason to believe other crime had been committed 
than that of a false accusation by Suttajee of Mallia against one of his Bbyad, 
to withdraw which the money had been pressed upon him by the accuser^ yet 
it was deemed advisable to dismiss him, as the gift had doubtless caused him 
to swerve from his duty. The removal of this person, otherwise so well suited 
for the situation, was a check that this particular department of the Agency 

the accused in confinement for some time, Mr. Erskine, the Political Agent, on his own authority, 
released him. No report of the result of this investigation appears to have been made to 
Government. — Editor. 

* Vide page 493 of this Selection. t The Burda, or Porebnnder province* 

X Vide pages 590 to 594. 
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has scarcely recovered from, in consequence of his successor, Jysookrani, enter- 
tained 1st April 1839, having proved quite unequal to the office, and having 
been finally removed from it by Mr. Blane so recently as 1st April last, when 
Naka Wujerara, an intelligent Braniun of the Nagur caste, was appointed ia 
his stead. In the interval between the suspension of the Moonshee and the 
appointment of his successor, Mr. Gonsalves, a clerk in the office, was employed 
in taking the Nowanuggur census, which will be found included in the accom- 
panying tables. 

5. For the above reasons, the census now submitted must be received with 
some extra caution, the new censor not having had time to visit all the Pur- 
gunas ; but I have checked the returns of both, by those obtained from the 
Chiefs for the first half of the present year, as well as by the aid of Attach- 
ment Mehtas where they were sufficiently trustworthy to be made use of. 
The only Talooka in which there appears discrepancy is Gondul, the census of 
which was taken by the present censor, and, unfortunately, the detailed lists, 
whence the last census was framed, are not forthcoming in this office, so that 
T have no means of testing the present one by comparison of names. I regret 
also that the deficiency of the office records should have prevented my giving 
a complete view of the comparative state of the poj)ulation at the periods 
embraced by the several reports. 

.0. The results of the present census, as exhibited in the analysis appended, 
are extremely gratifying, with the exception of the Shahpoor Talooka, and 
Adhoee Purguna of Morvec. In the former, not a single female has escaped the 
ruthless effect of Jhareja pride; in the latter, the census of which is now exhi- 
bited for the first time, and has been obtained with considerable difficulty, the 
proportion of males to females is nearly 17 to 1, Some excuse may be offered 
for this district, which had hitherto escaped the vigilance of the British 
Government, and, separated as it is from Kattywar, remained in comparative 
ignorance of the strenuous attempt to suppress infanticide that had here been 
made ; but I can offer none for Shahpoor, the Chief of which, by his breach 
of faith and criminal negligence, has justly laid himself open to the displea- 
sure of a paternal Government. 

7. Jhareja Kiillajee of^hahpoor is about thirty years of age, and by no means 
deficient in intellect ; must have been fully sensible that Government would 
hold the Jharejas to their engagements, since he had already been called to 
account on this matter in the case of his brother, Jhareja Bhawajee, reported 
to Government 12th June 1836, and replied to 9th August following, to 
wit, that though tlie crime of Infanticide liad not been judicially proved, yet 
that the strongest cause for suspicion existed, and the Chief himself was 
ordered to be fined Rs. 60^r neglecting to insert the birth and death of his 
niece in the census, as also to renew his engagement Qn the subject, whilst 
Kis brother was directed to furnish fi’csh security. This case is referred 
t4 ia the 4th paragraph of Mr. Erskine’s report, dated 30th June 1837.'**' No 

* Viilr page 49ii of this Selection. 
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new secQi'ity a})|)ear8 to have been taken from the Chief, which may partly 
account for the continuance of the criminal neglect, proved by the present 
census to exist. The revenues that he derives annually from his Talooka, which 
yow consists of four villages, of which one belongs to his Bhyad, are estimated 
at Rs. 2,000, subject to a yearly tribute of Rs. 601 to the British Government^ 
and Rs. I57<^ to the Nuwab of Joonaghur (Zortuhibce), leaving him a clear 
rental of about Rs. 1,400. I beg, therefore, to recommend, that a fine of 
Rs. 1,000 be imposed upon him, with a warning that, unless future returns 
give a result more favourable to humanity, he should be deprived of all 
control over his Talooka, and that he be required to furnish unexceptionable 
security against continuance of the crime ; and, in default of such payment 
and security, alter the lapse of two months, that he be placed in confinement 
until these terms are complied with. 

8. Regarding Adhoee, a more lenient course may be pursued, but the 
Morvee Chief might be warned of the danger he was incurring by thus per- 
mitting his Bhyad, the other side of the water, to break at once the laws of 
nature and humanity, and the engagements he has entered into on behalf of 
all subject to his authority. 

9. It is a Miuch more pleasing tusk to revert to the state of all the other 
Jhareja Talookas of Kattywar; and it must be highly gratifying to those 
benevolent men who have laboured for the suppression of Infanticide in this 
province, to see the progressive return to the order of nature, in the relative 
proportion of sexes, that must be attributed to their labour alone. The total 
male population is shown to be 6,760; female 1,*370; the proportion, there- 
fore, of all ages is a fraction more than four to one, but the number of both 
sexes under 20 years of age, is, males 2,923 ; females 1,209 ; showing a 
proportion of two and a quarter to one, which favourable diminution chiefly 



The correctness of these returns is further tested by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1840, which is shown as tfiree to one. 

1 0. The total number of cases that have come under inquiry since the trans- 
mission of Mr. Erskine’s report, 30th J une 1837, is seyen, of which one only was 



698 


0UPt>R£SSiON OF INFANTICIDE IN 


proved^ namely that of Wukutsing, of Nowagaum, a village under Mallia, con« 
nected with which the former censor, Goolam Mahomed, lost his place for 
accepting a bribe, as before stated. Further particulars of these cases wiH be 
found in the /Appendix F. The murder of Wukutsing’s infant, it will be pei^- 
ceived, occurred before the publication of the Government proclamation, when 
you were Political Agent of this province in 1836, and cannot, therefore, be 
taken as any breach thereof, however much it may be of the laws of humanity ; 
and, yet, Wukutsing had reared three daughters, and his accuser, Sultajee, 
the Mallia Chief, out of four had not preserved one. 

1 1 . The result of these inquiries, four of which left the crime doubtful, whilst 
two were merely malicious advantages taken of natural circumstances, shows 
what is pretty evident in itself, the great difficulty that exists in getting at the 
truth in matters that can only be thoroughly investigated at the expense of the 
most cherished feelings of the people, and as far as my experience goes, are only 
brought to light through motives of revenge and hatred, that are as likely to 
originate false as true accusations ; mercenary motives may sometimes have led 
to discovery, but abhorrence of the crime never can. 

12. The census (Appendix D) of the Jetwa population, now for the first 
time given, has been furnished after some demur by the Kana’s Government, 
and has not yet been further tested. It approaches merely to the proportions 
shown for the Jhareja population ; but, if anything gives a less favourable 
result, I beg to refer to this Appendix for further particulars. It was first 
brought to notice by Colonel Walker that this tribe was equally addicted to 
the crime as the Jharejas themselves ; and it is curious to remark the coinci*- 
dence between the proportions of sexes preserved in both tribes, though the 
vigilance of Government, being bent on the Jharejas alone, has acted in- 
directly, and therefore with less force, on the Jetwas. For the future, it is 
to be hoped the two wastes will move pari pnssu together in the cause of nature 
and humanity ; and [ purpose taking the earliest opportunity of testing the 
census now given, through the instrurafcntality of the censor. 

13. The crime of Infanticide is, I fear, by no means confined to either the 
Jhareja or Jetwa population ; I have heard assertions of its being extensively 
practised in Jetwar, and amongst the Mahemedan tribe of Shetas ; but with 
the all but impossibility that exists of carrying through the common duties of 
the Agency, 1 have been unable to spare suffiment time for inquiry into the 
subject. The full extent to which Infanticide is pmetised in the peninsula 
will be known only when Government is able to spare the services of an officer 
for this especial inquiry. I have the honour to annex (Appendix G) trans- 
lates of agreements entered into by the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, 
who are accused of this ^me, which I owe to the Government Karkooii, 
Ashwurdass, stationed at Adhoee, anjjt through whom tlje Jhareja census of 
that district has been obtained. These tribes are stated to be neither Maho- 
medans nor Hindoos, but a mixture of the two, approaching in caste to the 
Waghers of Okhamundul; writings have also been taken from the Adhoee 



THE PROVINCE OF GCZERAT. 


599 


Jharejas, who had not before brought themselves under similar engagementSi 
translations of which are given in Appendix H. 

14. The imperfection of our instruments must ever throw some degrep of 
dgubt on returns of population, that can be obtained only through their 
labour ; but a further cause of hesitation in receiving the census, as entirely to 
be dc|)ended on, exists in the difficulty that has been found in getting the 
Jharejas of respectable rank to show their females to a male censor. This 
repugnance was yielded to, in consequence of tlie Jam’s earnest remonstrances ; 
and, as sanctioned by Government letter, 9th October 1838, Mr. Gonsalves 
was accompanied by bis wife throughout his tour in the Nuggur States; the 
like treatment has been claimed by others, and a considerable portion of the 
females entered in the returns from which my tables are framed have no 
other guarantee for their existence than the w^ord of their male relations; 
their prejudices in this matter are so deep-rooted, and supported by public 
feeling and sympathies, that I conceive we should err in attempting to force 
them. Besides, it will never do to treat the Jharejas of one Talooka better 
than those of another ; I therefore beg respectfully to recommend the exten- 
sion of the principle, already sanctioned for the Nuggur Rajpoots, to the rest 
of the common Wy. The wife or other nearest female relative of the censor 
might be granted a sum equivalent to half of what he draws, during the time 
actually employed in taking the census; every endeavour by persuasion 
should be made to overcome the prejudices of the inspected ; but, where de- 
cided repugnance may be evinced, it should be the duty of the censor to 
acquaint himself with all particulars through his wife, he being held equally 
responsible for the correctness of the statement, as if taken by himself. L 
consider this addition necessary for the proper carrying out of the plan for 
suppression of Infanticide, so ably matured by yourself when Political Agent. 
Bribes may sometimes lead astray, but the husband cannot well help knowing 
the real fact of the case, and he will have a double motive for not suppressing 
them. At present, facility is, to a certefin extent, offered for fictitious report, 
to screen from guilt. 

15. I would now beg to point out wherein I differ from previous writers 
on the subject of Infanticide. The state of public opinion in this country has 
been supposed more strongly set against the crime than I believe to be the 
case. Complimentary lettera or remarks, in reply to strongly expressed 
opinions by persons in power, are no criterion of real feelings, which must be 
judged of by acts. I can trace eye-service to Government, but no real service to 
humanity, in the professions of such of the community as pretend to take any 
interest in the matter. Of all the population, the most tender of life are the 
Srawuks or Jains, the monied classes, who possess great influence throughout 
the peninsula ; they hgve in several places forced the Rajpoot and other Chiefs 
to enter into agreements not to permit the slaughter of sheep, Ac., but, though 
child-murder within the same district was notorious, as far as my knowledge 
extends, they liave not so much as attempted to stipulate for the preservatbn 
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of human beings. Again, all the llajpoots, who rear their daughters, feel 
a direct interest in the continuance of the crime by others ; they might at 
once prevent it, by stipulating before marriage that their daughters’ children 
should be preserved, yet though pressed, to take this step, I am not aware (my 
remarks are limited to this province) of an instance in which it has been done. If, 
therefore, as has been stated, the community in general consider the crime as one 
©f the deepest dye, they would appear to make very little use of their opinions. 
The fact I fear to be that the population is in a state of semi-barbarism, with 
whom philanthropy, apart from superstitious motive, is an unknown principle ; 
they are, of course, the creatures of circumstances ; and I say this simply to 
denote that there is no public feeling to assist the penal machinery established 
by us for the suppression of the particular crime under review. 

16. The philanthropists of Great Britain who have written on this sub- 
ject, even including the venerable Colonel Walker himself, who addressed 
the Honorable Court with some severe strictures on the apathy of Indian 
functionaries as regards the crime, seem to me to have been carried away 
by their zeal in a noble cause, to overlook the circumstances in whicli 
we are placed in this country, and to forget what was due to their exiled 
countrymen. A handful of Englishmen, scattered over a territory as large as 
Europe, can move but very slowly beyond the tide of public opinion. We 
experience the same difficulty in steering the course desiderated by a more 
enlightened and distant nation, as the aeronaut has to encounter in directing 
his vessel, — the want of an opposing force to the current we move in. In 
this particular province, nearly the size of Ceylon, and with a population of 

.seventeen lakhs, the Political Agent can only devote great attention to the 
suppression of Infanticide by sacrificing some other equally important duty ; 
and it is surprising that a person of Colonel Walker’s experience and sagacity 
should not, in his recriminatory letters on this subject to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, written after his return to England, have made sufficient 
allowance for the fact, that a man eannot go beyond the limits God has 
been |)leased to assign to mortal strength and intellect. The lapse of time 
that had occurred between these letters and Colonel Walker’s departure from 
India, as also the altered nature of our position in this peninsula, with an earnest 
zeal for one particular, /)Qect, somewhat shutting others out of view, may b& 
viewed in justification of the philanthropist’s remarks. 

17. The general result of the measures hitherto pursued, supposing the 
returns to be correct, are doubtless most satisfactory as far as regards the end 
for which they were established, namely, the saving of life ; but they are not 
free from evil in other respects, to diminish which is decidedly politic, if the 
object could be attained bjlbilder means. The distress caused to families by the 
feeling that whenever accidental death may have occurred they are laid open to 
be the victims of any one who owes them a grudge, and the entire tearing down 

Rajpoeft curtain which inquiry inflicts, give rise to heart-burnings and 
wimosities, even when the result is a conviction of the innocence bf the accused. 
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and is particularly to be lamented ; for it is sometimes impossible to arrive 
at a satisfactory decision without such process. The whole system in force is, 
moreover, one of perpetual and harsh inquisition into the domestic affairs of a 
pnDud tribe, carrying alarm into every family. If a wife be pregnant, if a 
child be born, if a daughter be sick, a messenger must be despatched to give 
notice to some superior power, who, if feud exists — and where does it not 
amongst a people like this ? — may make each occasion a handle for oppression 
or annoyance. If an infant, perchance, die, the fiimily is kept in a state of 
apprehension for an indefinite time, as they can never be certain when an 
enemy may, or may not, prefer an accusation against them ; and it is needless 
for me to mention, that in a state of society like this, subornation of evidence 
is a matter of daily occurrence. 

18. Neither can the system be relied on, except during pressure of a 
vigilant supervision, that is becoming more and more difficult from the 
increase of the business of the Agency. If the heart remain unchanged, there 
must be danger of relapse when that pressure becomes relaxed ; for we have 
no warrant for supposing the voice of nature to be alone sufficient to prevent 
falling back into a custom that was not sufficient to prevent its adoption ; 
but I cannot b' ng myself to regard the present anti-infanticide measures as 
other than temporary, to be removed on the entrance of the Jharejas into the 
order of nature. I deduce from these reflections the corollary that, first, there 
is some risk of the coercive machinery breaking down, from want of power to 
guide it ; but, supposing the vigilance of the Government agents to continue, 
until the end be attained of the coercive process, there is, secondly, danger of 
relapse on its withdrawal ; to keep it working after the end had been gained, • 
wx)uld be as unjust as perpetual suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act after the 
riots for which it might have been suspended had passed away ; and, thirdly, 
that the saving of a number of human beings, leaving them to be brought up 
in ignorance and vice, the animal part saved, the moral powers totally neglect- 
ed, is a questionable boon to the partics*themselves, whatever it may be as to 
its humanising effects on society in general. 

19. It is evident, from the above observations, that I feel strongly impress- 
ed with the necessity of a line of jlolicy that shall strike at the heart, and 
consequently at the root of the disease, and afford a permanent remedy ; and 
I beg, therefore, to urge the propriety of attempting it without further delay. 
It is true, that no immediate result can be expected from education ; but the 
slow growth of its blessings is an argument for no time being lost in the 
attempt to impart them. We may save life by the census, but how can we 
protect it fi*om misery and neglect afterwards? Whilst approving, therefore, 
of the present coercive system, I conceive that it should be looked on merely 
as a temporary expedient, and that it ought to be accompanied by healing and 
general measures, namely, an attempt to create a higher tone of moral feeling 
throughout the community generally. 

20. The Infanticide Fund this day shows a balance of Rs. 1,16,786 in 



602 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


hand ; and I conceive that a large portion of this sum cannot be more judn 
ciously expended than in the cause of education. It appears to me that to 
devote for the use of one small section of the community the taxes levied on 
the whole is erroneous in principle, more especially when we consider thatit 
is the attainment of a public opinion hostile to Infanticide that must form the 
surest guarantee against its recurrence at some future period, and which, if it 
now existed, would obviate the necessity of rigour. I would further observe 
that the money now spent, though good, in showing the favour of the British 
Government towards the party preserving life, has the evil effect of feeding the 
pride that was the cause of its destruction. It was once observed to me by a 
slirewd Jhalla, that the marriage expenses of his daughters were just as heavy 
on him as on the Jhareja, and that, had his forefathers been murderers, he 
might also enjoy the aid of Government ; an observation which, though rarely 
made amongst an ignorant community, proves that the grant of marriage gifts 
to one particular class must be considered merely suited to a savage state, 
calling for change whenever the people should advance a few steps towards 
civilisation ; and it ought, doubtless, to be the duty of an enlightened Govern- 
ment to hasten this change. Whilst on this subject, I beg to annex a table 
of the gifts thus bestowed since the date of Mr. Erskine^s report (Appendix L). 

21. This letter has brought to light the existence of several tribes by whom 
Infanticide is supposed to be practised ; and how know we, among the 
myriads of the peninsula, how many secret crimes of tlie deepest die are per- 
petrated ? It is evident that a state of society, where a race of wholesale 
murderers are looked upon with as much respect as others, must be vicious at 
the core. Such being the case, it occurs to me as fitting and proper that 
general should be superadded to partial measures ; that the amelioration of 
the whole state of society be attempted ; and that our spare funds, raised from 
the community generally, shall no longer be exclusively devoted to the use of 
a particular class. With this view, I would gi' e every encouragement to the 
cause of education, and to every means that may enlighten the intellect and 
improve the heart. Accordingly, I beg to recommend as follows:— 

\gt . — That a sum of Rs. 4,000 be set apart from the Infanticide Fund for 
the erection of a school^house. On this •su>)ject, I will here observe, that I 
have received four rtplies only to the circular letters addressed by me to all 
the principal men in the country, as brought to the notice of Government in 
my letter No. 183, of the 21st June last, and approved of in Mr. Chief Secre- 
tary Reid’s reply No. 2096, of the 27th of the following month. One only of 
these gave any definite answer : this was a letter from Runmulsingjee, the 
Koour of Drangdra, written by himself in Hindoostanee, informing me 
that he highly approvea of the proposed measure, and would subscribe 
Rs. 20 a year towards its execution. Had the sum been somewhat larger 
I should have solicited the favour of Government towards a Chief who had 
mown himself so superior to his countrymen. 

2»rf.— That a sum of, at least, Rs. 300 a month should be set apart for the 
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salaries of schoolmasters and current expenses of the establishment ; details 
are for future consideration, when the general principle be admitted. 

3rrf. — That Rs. 1,000 a year be devoted to the encouragement of annual 
essays in the vernacular language on the subject of Infanticide, part as prizes, 
and the rest for expenses of printing numerf)iis copies of the best essay, for 
distribution throughout the community. This measure would enlis»t the feelings 
of the rising generation against the crime ; the scholars of the Rajkot College* 
might catch the spirit of emulation ; and it is not unreasonable to hope that, 
before many years, a popular feeling would he created adverse to Infanticide, 
that might enable Government to dispense with, at least, the harsh portions of 
the present coercive system, as the scaffolding is removed on completion of the 
building. In speaking, as I do, of the severity of the present system, I beg 
again to disclaim the slightest intention to disparage it ; on the contrary, I 
conceive that humanity owes a deep debt of gratitude to the exertions of those 
gentlemen who have planned and matured the system. It has acted, and still 
acts, as a tempest that purifies the atmosphere ; hut which, nevertheless, no 
one wishes to see of long continuance. The atrocious nature of the crime, and 
the impossibility of eradicating it by any ordinary process has sufficiently, and, 
by the result, m st satisfactorily proved the necessity of the rigorous measures 
that have been established. My views are simply that other measures should 
he superadded, that might the more speedily enable us to dispense with what 
is now a necessary evil ; and that the restrictions on the use of the Infanticide 
Fund should be abolished. 

22. The only objection that the above appropriation of the Mohsullec and 
Fine Funds, as far as I am aware, is susceptible of, is tlie engagement entered 
into with TIis Highness the Gackwar on the subject ; but 1 cannot conceive, 
after that Prince had once consented to surrender the funds, that it would 
signify to him whether they were bestowed in communicating knowledge, or 
in permitting the Jharejas and their friends to enjoy greater pomp at their 
festivals ; on the contrary, Ilis Highness might naturally be supposed willing to 
agree to anything that would so cheaply add to his fame, and no great difficulty 
could, I should think, occur in overcoming any scruples that might be found 
to exist ; at any rate, the British Government is master of its own funds, arid 
these could be applied to mental and moral pin*poses, whilst those under the 
gift of His Highness could be spent, as at present, in providing for the body. 

I have the honour to-be, &c. 

(Signed) O. L. Jacob, 

Acting Political Agent 

Kattywar Political Agent^s Office ^ RfiJkof,23rfi October 1841. 
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APPENDIX A. TO TRU 
Abstract Census of the Jharga Popula 


No. 

TALOOKA0. 

Of all Ages. 


Total 
of Males. 

1 

Total 

of Females. 

Excess 
of Males, 

Excess 

of 

Females. 

Total 
of Males. 

1 

Nowanuggar 

3,307 

816 

2,491 


1,610 

2 

Morvce 

481 

111 

367 


256 

3 

Dhurol Surupdur 

387 

112 

275 


221 

4 

Rajkot 

47 

16 

31 


23 

5 

Gondul Dhorajee 

394 

87 

307 


200 

6 

Kotra Sauganee 

%4 

11 

53 


33 

7 

Veerpur Kliureree 

87 

14 

73 


51 

8 

Drappa 

168 

28 

138 


85 

9 

Mallia 

47 

15 

32 


29 

10 

Jallia Dcwanee 

45 

12 

33 


19 

11 

Kheerusra 

70 

17 

53 


40 

12 

Lodhccka 

35 

4 

31. 


19 

13 

Gowreedur 

17 

4 

13 


9 

14 

Shahpoor 

22 

. . 

22 


13 

15 

Rajpura 

50 

7 

43 


29 

16 

Mengnee 

22 ' 

9 

13 


12 

17 

Bhadwa 

8 

3 

5 


4 

18 

Satodur Waoree 

82 

23 

59 


52 

19 

Mooleeladerec 

' 131 

20 

111 


61 

20 

Gutka 

22^ 

4 

18 


11 

21 

Kotharia 

5 

3 

2 


3 

22 

Pal 

12 

3 

9 


9 

23 

Seesang Chandlee 

64 

» 16 

48 


21 

24 

Kotra Nayajee . . .*• 

44 

11 

53 


27 

25 

Veerwa 

2 


2 


2 

26 

Muwa 

5 

1 

4 



27 

Kankseealee 

9 

2 

7 


6 

28 

Wudalee 

8 

2 

6 

■ • 

5 

29 

Wankaner (Jhala Talooka) .... 

12 

9 

3 


6 

30 

Adkoee Furguna under Morvee. . 

115 

7 

108 


67 


Jfc'Total.. .. 

5,760 

1,370 

4,390 

•• 

2,923 
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POREGOING “feEPORT. 

tion of KattywaVy for the Year 1840. 

Hajkotf October 1841. 



laughters alive. 
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APPENDIX B. TO THE 

Comparative Table of the Jhareja Population of Kattywar at the Epoi^ts 
September 1834, Mr. Ershiaes dated 30iA June 1837, and Captain Jacob* s 
in 1838, not previously prepared. 






Males. 







Under Age of 20. 

Of all Ages. 

• 

Married and 

No. 

Talookas. 

In 

183:1-34 

In 

1830-37 

In 

1840-41 

In 

1830-37 

In 

1840-41 

In 

1833-34 

In 

1830-37 

1 

Nowanuggur .... 

613 


1,610 



8G 

{ isssl 

2 

Morvce 

G1 

11,1993 

279 

250 

(3,0053 

513 

481 

3 

(. 214) 
11 

3 

Dhurol Surupdur. . 

208 

208 

321 

383 

387 

11 

15 

4 

llajkot 

15 

22 

23 

39 

■17 

2 

4 

5 

Gondiil Dhorajec. . 

8G 

325 

200 

731 

394 

18 

18 

6 

Kotra Sanganee . . 

3 

11 

33 

39 

G1 

, . 

, , 

7 

Veerpur Kureree . . 

52 

59 

51 

101 

87 

2 

3 

8 

Drappa 

Mallia 

67 

95 

85 

184 

IGG 

1 

2 

9 

IG 

32 

29 

5G 

47 

• • 

3 

10 

Jallia Dewunee. . . . 

28 

2G 

19 

50 

4& 

5 

3 

1] 

Khcerusra 

12 

33 

40 

GG 

70 

3 

2 

12 

Lodheeka 

9 

IG 

19 

3G 

35 



13 

Gowreedur 

. 5 

9 

9 

13 

17 



14 

Shahpoor 

3 

12 

13 

18 

22 



15 

Rajpiira 

30 

38 

29 

59 

50 



IG 

JMengnce 

Bhadwa 

G 

13 

12 

30 

22 



17 

18 

.5 

4 

11 

8 



18 

Satodur Waoree . . 

38 

79 

•52 

136 

82 

*6 

* 8 

19 

Moolccladcrce .... 

G3 

38 

G1 

77 

131 



20 

Gutka 

4 

5 

11 

IG 

22 



21 

Kotharia 

3 

4 

. 3 

6 

5 



22 

23 

Pal 

5 

8 

9 

13 

12 



Seesaiig Chandleu. . 

37 

51 

21 

■ESI 

G4 

3 

”5 

24 

Kotra Nayajee. . . . 

24 

31 

27 

54 

44 



25 

Veerwa 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 



2G 

Muwa 

2 

3 


8 

5 



27 

Kaiikseealee 

4 

5 

6 

9 

9 



28 

Wndalee 

8 

9 

6 

17 

8 



29 

Wankaneer 

Not sliown. 

Not shown. 

6 

Not shown. 

12 

Not shown. 

Not shown. 


^dhoee Purguna 
under Morvee. • . , 

P 

Ditto 

Ditto 

67 

Ditto 

115 

V 

IjlQII 

Ditto 

Total. . . . 

1,422 

2,921 

2,923 

5,804 


140 

288 







THE PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


607 


FOREGOING REPORT. 

slbted undenuath, forming the bam of Mr. Willoughby’s Report dated 2Atk 
dated 23rd October 1841 , No. 334 , including the Nowanuggur Census taken 

liajkot, 29rd October 1841. 
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APPENDIX C. TO THE 

Table of Prt^porHons of Hie 


No. 

Talookas. 

Proportion 
of Males to 
Females in 
the Census oi 
1836-37 (and 
1838 for 
Nowanuggur 

Proportions of 

Of all 
Ages. 

Under 
Age of 20. 

Under 
Age of 10. 

Under 
Ago of 9. 

1 

Nowanuggur 

42 to 1 

4 to 1 

2 Jto 1 

2 to 1 

H to 1 

2 

Morvee 

9^ to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

H to 1 

If to 1 

3 

Dhurol Surupdtir 

4 to 1 

3 * to 1 

2 to 1 

2f to 1 

2 to 1 

4 

Rajkot 

H to 1 

2J to 1 

12 to 1 

13 to 1 

l-i^otO 1 

5 

Gondul Dorajec 

74 to 1 

44 to 1 

2t to 1 

U to 1 

li to 1 

6 

Kotra Sangancc 

7i to 1 

52 to 1 

3 to 1 

li to 1 

If to 1 

7 

Veerpur Khurcrce 

5i to 1 

6 to 1 

34 to 1 

2t to 1 

24 to 1 

8 

Drappa 

9 to 1 

53 to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

2 } to I 

9 

Mallia 

3| to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to H 

10 

Jallia Dcwanee . , 

!i)i to 1 

32 to 1 

14 to 1 

1 J to 1 

1 to li 

11 

Khccnisra 

to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

24 to 1 

24 to 1 

12 

Lodliccka 

18 to 1 

82^ to 1 

42 to I 

44 to 1. 

3i to 1 

13 

Gowreediir 

13 to 1 

44 to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

2 to 1 

14 

Shahpoor 

18 to 0 

22 toO 


9 to 0 

8 to 0 

15 

Rajpura 

I9i to 1 

7 to 1 

4f to 1 

24 to 1 

3 to 1 

16 

Mengnee 

4| to 1 

21 to 1 

4.1 to 1 

u to 1 

lito 1 

17 

Bhaowa 

5| to 1 

2i^ to 1 

44 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 1 

18 

Satodur Waoree 

5 to 1 

3 to 1 

24 to 1 

1 iVto 1 

lito 1 

19 

Moolceladeree 

5i to 1 

6J to 1 

34 to 1 

U to 1 

:n to 1 

20 

Gutka 

8 to 1 

to 1 

21 to 1 

3 to 1 

3 to 1 

21 

Kotharia 

6 to 1 

U to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to H 

1 to 3 

22 

Pal 

OhM 1 

4 to 1 

44 to I 

2 to 1 

li to 1 

23 

Sec^ang Chandlee 


4 to 1 

\ l to 1 

1 to If 

1 to li 

24 

Kotra Nayajee 


4 to 1 

2} to 1 

If to 1 

liVto 1 

25 

Vecrwa 

4 to 0 



• , 

, , 

26 

Muwa 

8 to 1 

5. to 1 


, , 

, , 

27 

Kankseealce r 

44 to *1 

4ito 1 

6 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to li 

28 

Wudalee 

17 to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

0 to 1 


29 

Wankaneer 

Not shown. 

If to 1 

1 to li 

1 to 24 

1 to 3i 

30 

Adhoee Pui^na under Morree 

Ditto. 

I6f to 1 

9f to 1 

8 to 1 



Total. . 

* 

4i to 1 

4^ to 1 

24 to 1 

lito 1 

If to 1 
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FOREGOING REPORT. 

Jkarga Sexes in Kattywnr 

Rajkot f October 1841. 
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*9AnB 6J9)T{BnBCI 9 
SriiAoq ‘op *0(1 

•9Ar(B &i9)iiSnBn: f 

JSriiAtiq *op * 0(1 


•OAffB 8ja)i(dtiv(X c 
JSiiiAuq -op *0(1 


•OAqn SAa^qSnDQ 5 
jSuiATtq *op *0(1 


*0Aqn JtdiqSnuft I 

SiitAuq SQM^df JO *0;^ 


Wftl WT pasBOD 
-op fioiBUio^q JO *0(1 


‘OtSl «! pJwnw-J 

-op«op?K JO imox 


, Excess 
of 

Females. 

: 

Excess 

of 

Males. 

■ 

60 

- 8. 
I"®! 


Total 

of 

Males. 

77 



APPENDIX F. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 



79 a 
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APPENDIX G. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

No; 1. 

Manka Koomba Meganec and Suya and Juga, also Manka Hurbham and 
Waga and Kuma Palance, also Wursbce and Sungor Puchan and Stija 
Bayaram Poonjanee and Korance Poonja Kheoraanee and Manka Jeewa 
Kheemanee and Manka Kesurfac Siyanee and Manka Moola Berajanee, 
inhabitants of Kanipura, under Adhoee, write as follows : — 

We and our descendants henceforward and for ever will, on the birth of 
children, preserve their lives ; we will never put them to death. Should any 
one in our caste do so wicked a thing, we will, on becoming aware of it, 
report the same to the Sirkar ; we will not conceal the crime. And when our 
wives are past four months’ pregnancy, as also on occasions of birth and 
betrothinent and marriages, and when our children are grown up and die, or 
deaths and births occur in their families, the same shall be reported : this 
applies to our relations. The Returns that we have given in'* are correct ; 
there are neither fewer nor more of our number : we neither know nor have 
heard of any other people in our village or in the Adhoee district who kill 
their children. If any new people take up their abode in our village, we will 
make the same known. We hereby pledge our faith and oath not to depart 
from this engagement, and imprecate on our heads the sin of Sumvut 1 869, t and 
expose ourselves to the punishment that Government may think fit to inflict. 
Wc, one and all, hereby hold ourselves amenable to the same. Signed with 
the mark of the abovenamod parties and by five witnesses, including the 
and the writer Mehta Mukunjec Mulukchund. 

No. 2. 

Manka Seenaee Samut Rajseeanee Choonchia, Bhuma Poonjanee, Sunghar 
Urjun Sanguanee, and Jhahera Lukheea, inhabitants of Adhoee Purguna, 
write according to No. 1. 

No. 3. 

Patel Naga Ukhanee and Khoobar Khooba *Ukheeanee, Dungar Samra 
Bharmulanee and Goree Veera Handar, inhabitants of the Ghurana village of 
Adhoee, write according to No. 1 . 

^ No. 4. 

Koranga Assa Rughanee and Koranga Jesa Kayanee write according to No. 1. 

(Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

^ Acting Political Agent* 

APPENDIX H. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 
p No. 1. 

' Ubra Mukaje^ Rasungjeeanee, Ubra Vecrumjee Jeeajeeanee, Ubra Kany- 
jee R^jmuljeeanee, Ubra Lakhajee Dossajee Kurunj^anee, Ubra Puljee 
Malfi^ieanee, «UbraBheeinjee Togajeeanee, Ubra Samutjee Veerajeeanee, Ubra 

. ‘‘f * No Retnms received. * 

* Implying the crimes that were committed in that year fiom pressure of want. 

; Sic in origine. • 
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Jugajee Bheemjceauce, Ubi*a Mokajee Raljeeanee, Ubra M^g and Bhojoo 
Umrajeeanee^ Ubra Pubajee, Ubra Umrajee Nathajee^ Ubra Prag Doongur- 
jee, Ubra Berajjee Soomrajee, Ubra Raiibjee Doongurjee, Ubra Mogbunjec 
Ranajee, and Ubra Veerumjee^ and Naranjee Raemuljeeanee, inhabitants of 
Adhoee, write according to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 2. • 

Veerbliudur Jasajee Urjun Jeeanec^ Veerbhudiir Bapoojee Surgramjeeanee, 
Veerbhudur Khoonibhajee Goduriee, Veerbliudur Soomrajee Lakhajceanee, 
Veerbhudiir Desuljee, Veerbhudur Doodajee, Veerbhudur Ramsingjec, 
Veerbhudur Veerumjee, Veerbhudur Jeejee, Veerbhudur Runmuljee, and Veer- 
bhudur Dansingee Sugramjec, inhabitants of Adhoee, write according to No. 1 
Appendix G. 

No. 3. 

Jhareja Vcerajee, Puttajee, Bawajee Sesmuljeeanee, Jhareja Panchajee 
Khanjeeance, and Jhareja Sutajee Raghajeeance, inhabitants of the village of 
Junghec under Adhoee, write according to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 4. 

Ubra TumaJaee Kuldhurjee, Ubra Soorajec Moolwajec, UBra Dansingjee 
Rusungjee Bheemjeeanee, Ubra Bhuwajee Kesurjee, Ubra Dujajee Wagh 
Jecanee, Ubra Kursunjee Sangha Jeeanee, Ubra Urjunjee Ukhajeeanee, Ubra 
Veerajee Dujujeeanee, Ubra Umrajee Kuldhurjeeanee^ and Ubra Soomrajee 
Pubajeeanee, inhabitants of the Wusdoora village of Adhoee, write according 
to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 5. 

Ubra Poonjajec Derajjecanee, Ubra Soojajcc, and Ubra Khetajce Wiijoo- 
jeeanee, inhabitants of the Ghurana village of Adhoee, write according to* 
No. 1 Appendix G. 

• (Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

• Acting Political Agent. 


Minute hy the Honorable G. W. Anderson, without date. 

As this is a subject on which Mr. Willoughby, the Political Secretary, is 
practically conversant, I beg his opinion. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


Memorandum hy Mr. J. P. Willoughby, Political Secretary to Government^ > 

in reply to the above call. 

L Paras. 1 to 4. .The Acting Political Agent’s explamUion^of thecir-, 
cumstance of no report having been submitted on this subject between. June 
1837 and Octol^r 1841, is far from satisfactory^ It is only throng these*re^ 
ports that Government are able to form an opinion of the degree of success 
attending its measures for fbe suppression of Infanticide, and the Political 
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Agent may be informed that Government confidently expect that his report 
will be transmitted for the future regularly on the 1st January in each year. 

2. Para, 5. The Acting Political Agent should be requested to submit a 
fuller explanation of the circumstances under which the detailed lists, from 
which the last census was framed, have beou lost, since documents of this 
kind ought to have been carefi:^ preserved, and some one ought to have 
been responsible for their safe custody. 

3. Para, 6, Tlie facts liere stated in regard to the Talooka of Shahpoor 
strongly illustrate the evils«arising from the orders of Government, requiring 
these periodical reports, not having been attended to. Government is now 
apprised that, during the four years now reported on, “ not a single female has 
escaped the ruthless effect of Jhareja jiride.'" Had this melancholy fact been 
earlier reported, preventive measures might have long since been adopted. 

4. Para, 7, Kullajee, the Chief of this Talooka, cannot plead ignorance 
in extenuation of his culpable apathy, or what may be more justly termed bis 
connivance at the perpetration of Infanticide in his villages. He is represent- 
ed to be a man of intelligence, and in 1836 was fined Rs. 50 as a mark of 
the displeasure of Government for having been privy to the concealment of the 
birth of a niece,*who, there were strong grounds for believing, was put to death 
shortly after birth. 

5. After the severe examples which have been made in Katty war, the fine of 
Rs. 1,000 suggested by Captain Jacob seems scaredy an adequate punish- 
ment. It is safe, however, to err on the side of leniency, even at this late 
period, in enforcing the engagements against Infanticide, and I would respect- 
fully suggest that the fine be sanctioned ; that the Chief be again warned as 
proposed by the Political x\gent ; and that he be required to renew his engage- 
ments on the subject. Should these measures fail. Government will scarcely 
have any alternative but to attach the Talooka. 

6. Para, 8. As the district cf Adhoee h^s now for the first time been 
brought within the census, some allowance ^lay be made for the non-observance 
of his engagements by the Chief who owns it. He should, how^ever, be warned 
in the name of Government, and in writing, that this will be the last time 
he will receive such indulgence. The present census shows, that out of a po- 
pulation of 122, only TrSve females. The Political Agent may on this occasion 
be referred to the instructions of Government, dated the 29th June last, 
directing him to extend to Adhoee the measures which have for some years 
past been in force in Kattywar for the prevention of Infanticide. 

7. Para, 9. Captain Jacob here observes, It is a much more pleasiqg 
task to revert to the state of all the other Jhareja Talookas of Kattywar, and 
it must be highly gratiQPhg to those benevolent men, who have laboured for 
the suppression of Infanticide in this province, to see the progressive return to 
the order of nature in the relative proportion of sexes, that must be attributed 
to their labours alone. The total male population is shown^to be 5,760, 
female 1,370, the proportion, therefore, of all ages is a fraction more than 4 to 1, 
but the number of both sexes under 20 years of age is, males 2,923, females ^ 
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1,209; slioM^ing a proportion of 24 to 1, which favourable diminution chiefly 
arises from the preservation of female life during the last five years, which give 
the general result as follows : — 

• Proportion of males to females under 10 years is 1 2 to 1 


Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

9 

is Ij to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. ^ 

8 

is 1 2 to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

7 

is 1| to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

6 

is 14 to T 

Do.* 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

fih 

is 1 to ] 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

4 

is 1 to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

3 

is 1 to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

2 

is 1 to 1 

Do. 

of 

do. 

to 

do. 

1 

is 1 to 14 


The correctness of these returns is further tested by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1840, which is shown as 3 to 1.” 

8. It is principally during the last seven years that the attention of Govern- 
ment has been more particularly drawn to the non-observance by the Jharejas 
of Kattywar ol‘ their engagements to abstain from the revolting crime of In- 
fanticide, and the signal success which has followed the measures adopted 
within the above period affords strong grounds for congratulation, and for hope 
that the practice will, in the end, ultimately becomcf extinct. This success is 
fully manifest from the following abstract of the whole Jhareja tribe, at the 
date of Captain Jacob’s report (23rd October 1841), between the age pf one 
year and under, up to the age of ten years, actually showing an excess of 
females over males of the age of one year and under : — 


Yean in 
which born. 

Ago in 1841. 

. . • 

Males. 

/ 

Females. 

Excess of 
Males over 
Females. 

Excess of 
Females 
ovei* Males. 

1831-32. . 

Ten years jp. 

232 

73 

1.^)9 


1832-33. . 

Nine ditto 

150 

54 

96 


1833-34. . 

Eight ditto 

225 

65 

160 


1834-35. . 

Seven ditto 

201 

58 

143 


183i>-36.. 

Six ditto * . . . . 

176 

56 

120 


1836-37. . 

Five ditto 

165 

70 

95 


1837-38.. 

Four ditto 

143 

116 

27 


1838-39. . 

Three ditto 

140 

111 

29 


1839-40. . 

Two ditto 

122 

95 

27 


1840-41.. 

One year and under 

96 

128 

•• 

32 


Total Population, varying from 

■■ 





one year and under to ten 

HUH 





years of age 

1 


826 




Deduct Total Females 






Total Excess of Males over Fe> 






• males y 

824 
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9. It is in the highest degree satisfactory to observe from this abstract that 
notwithstanding the unfavourable result of the census 
of the district of Adhoce and the Shahpoor Talooka 
(noticed in paras. 4 , 6 , and 6 of this MemoranduiR), 
still the excess of male over female registered births 
in the province of Katty war^ within the thirty Jhareja 
Talookas named in the margin, was in 1837-38 
only twenty-seven, in 1838-39 twenty-nine, and 
in 1839-4() twenty-seven; while in 1840-41 the 
census exhibits an excess of thirty-two females over 
the males. 

10. With reference to the 10th and 11th para- 
graphs of Captain Jacob's report, it is much to be 
regretted that out of seven cases of alleged Infanti- 
cide investigated by the Political Agent between May 
1838 and September 1840, conviction should only 
have followed in one instance, although the presump- 
tion of guilt was more or less strong in four of the 
other cases, two only being proved false accusations. 
On this part of ihe.qucstion, 1 beg to (piote the follow- 
ing passage from the Government letter to the address 
of Mr. Erskine, the late Political Agent in Katty war, 
datc<l the 16th February 1839, in reply to that 
oflScor’s report on Infanticide for the years 1835 and 1836. 

“ In the 4th paragraph of your report the different cases of Infanticide 
which were investigated during the two years abovementioned are reviewed. 
These amount to thirteen in number, five of which occurred in 1835 and 
eight in 1836. 

‘‘ During the first year (1835) conviction followed in four cases, and even 
in the fifth case no reasonable doubt could, be entertained of’ the guilt of the 
accused, although the evidence was deemed insufficient for a judicial convic- 
tion. In 1836, however, although in several cases strong presumptions of 
guilt existed, there was not a single instance of conviction. 

The Governor in C 9 ffncil considers the difference in these results to be as 


1. Nowantiggur. 

2. Moorvee. 

3. Dliurol Surufdur. 

4. Rajkot. 

5. Gondul Dhorajee. 

6. Kotra Sangaiu'e. 

7. Veerpoor Kurcrcc. 

8. Drapka. 

9. Mallia. 

10. Jallia Dewanec. 

11. Khcerasra. 

12. Lodhecka. 

13. OowTccdur. 

14. Shahpoor. 

1.5. Uajpiira. 

If). Meugiiee. 

17. Rhadwa. 

18. Satodur Waorec. 

19. Moolccradcree. 

20. Gutka. 

21. Kotharia. 

22. Pul. 

23. Scesanp; Chandlee. 

24. Kotra Naynjee. 

25. Scenva. 

26. Muwa. 

27. Kanseoalcc. 

28. Vudalee. 

2.9. Waiikaiieer. 

30. Adhocc Purf^iinna un- 
der Moorvee. 


remarkable as it is unfortunate. It may doubtless in part be fairly attributed 
to increased vigilance, and to the adoption of precautionary measures on the 
part of those by whom this revolting crime is committed to conceal it, in con- 
sequence of the convictions of 1835 ; Government cannot, however, resist the 
impression that there must have been some defect, or mismanagement, in 
conducting the investigation of 1836. , 

" It appears to the Governor in Council obvious that these inquiries cannot 
be conducted on ordinary principles, with any prospect of a successful termi- 
nation. The mode adopted by your predecessor, whenever a case of Infanticide 
came to his knowledge, was, in the first instance to hold*a preliminary inquiry 
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in private, previous to the accused party being placed publicly on his trials in 
order to satisfy himself that reasonable grounds existed for the chai^^ and 
that it was sustained by sufficient evidence. I am desired to draw your atten- 
tion to this point, in answer to some of the objections urged by you to the 
system you found in force on your assuming charge of the administration of 
afiraii*8 in Kattywar. 

One great advantage attending this mode of procedure is that false accu- 
sations are thereby checked in limne, and the Governor in Council entertains 
no doubt that, from the course adopted by your predecessor, had that officer 
continued in Kattywar, several of the cases publicly investigated in 1836 
would never have proceeded beyond the preliminary investigation above 
adverted to. This remark is particularly applicable to the 7th and 9th cases 
of your list. 

“The Governor in Council considers it to be the duty of the Political Agent 
to investigate every charge of Infanticide which may come to his knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed ; but that, in the 
first instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when in this manner he 
has satisfied himself that fair grounds exist for putting the accused on his trial, 
he should do s but not before. In every case, however whether of aban- 
doning or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of the proceedings held should 
be submitted to Government.” 

11. The particular attention of Captain Jacob might with advantage be 
drawn to these orders, with an intimation that they should be carefully attended 
to in the investigation of all cases of alleged Infanticide. 

12. Government will no doubt look forward with great interest for the re- 
port promised in the 1 2th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s present letter in regard 
to the Jetwa tribe. The fact stated in this paragraph, that although this tribe 
was not inclined in the arrangement; adopted against the Jharejas, still that 
the adoption of those arrangements has jndirectly tended to the preservation 
of females among the Jetwas, is vesy satisfactory. 

13. With reference to the 13th paragraph, the Political Agent maybe 
requested to embrace the first opportunity of instituting inquiries, with the view 
of ascertaining whether, as is alleged, the crime of Infanticide prevails among 
otlier tribes in Kattywar besides those of the Jhareja and Jetwa. In the 
mean time it is satisfactory to observe that Captain Jacob has succeeded in 
obtaining from the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, and from tlie Jha- 
rejas of Adhoee, agreements to renounce the practice of Infanticide. 

14. The ariRngement proposed by Captain Jacob in paragraph 14 of his 
report, that the wife or nearest female relative of the person employed to take 
the Jhareja census be associated with him in the performance of this duty, will 
doubtless constitute another check against false returns, and seems therefore 
worthy of adoption. The Political Agent suggests that: this woman shall, 
reoeiye a salary equal to half what the censor draws “ during the time actually 
employed in taking the census.” This will form a charge against the Infimti- 
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cide Fund^ and care must be taken to secure that the proposed limitation be 
duly observed. 

15. There is some force in the general^ observations offered by Captain 
Jacob in the concluding paragraphs of his report. I am not aware, ho wearer, 
that it has ever been contended that public opinion in Kattywar was so strong 
against th^ crime of Infanticide as to induce the other classes spontaneously 
t8 come forward and actively co-opemte with Government in its suppression. 
All that has been urged is this, — that the voice of nature being with us, the 
measures adopted would at all events not be misunderstood, even if they are 
not viewed with decided approbation. In respect to the inquisitorial nature 
of our measures, this, in my opinion, is an unavoidable and necessary evil, for 
by no other means can we obtain our object, and Government must rely 
on the judgment and discretion of its ^Agents to prevent the innocent suf^ 
fering from false accusations. These have on a few occasions undoubtedly 
been preferred, but they have been heretofore invariably detected, and none 
but the really guilty have suffered punishment. It will in truth be a happy day, 
when we are able with safety to relax from the penal measures now in opera- 
tion; but all must coincide with Captain Jacob in opinion that the present 
system can only be relied upon during the pressure of vigilant “supervision,” 
and even, though other duties are neglected, the Agent must never relax from 
that supervision. The complete suppression of Infanticide must be a work of 
time, but, looking back to the past, and seeing how much has been effected 
within a few short years, wc are encouraged strongly to hope that a steady 
and continued perseverance in the measures now in operation will ultimately 
be crowned with full and entire success. On the 24th September 1834, the 
date of my first report on this subject, the number of Jhareja females ascer- 
tained to have been preserved in Kattywar, of all ages, was 696 ; on the 23rd 
October 1841, the date of the present repprt, they amounted to 1,J70; being an 
increase of 574 in less than seven yea.rs, which certainly exceeds my most san- 
guine expectations. 

16. Captain Jacob renews the proposition originally made by Mr. Erskine 
that a portion of the Infanticide Fund (which at the date of his report amount- 
ed to Rs. 1,16,786) shall be annually appropriated to the diffusion of education 
in the province of' Kattywar generally. He recommends that a sum of 
Rs. 4,000 from this Fund should be devoted to the erection of a school-house 
at Rajkot ; that Rs. 300 per mensem be sanctioned for the salaries of masters 
and establishment; and Rs. 1,000 per. annum as prizes for the best essays in 
the vernacular language against the practice of Infanticide, and to defray the 
expense of afterwards printing and distributing these essays. 

17. I am not satisfi^ that it is expedient to mix up the question of 
education with that of In&nticide. Government hav£ already once deter-' 
mined that the Infanticide Fund shall not be trenched upon for purposes of 
education, smd before departing from this resolution the emsent of His 
Highness the Gaekwar would certainly appear necessay^. The Political 
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Agent might, however, still endeavour to ascertain to what extent the Chiefs 
and monied men in Kattywar are disposed to aid in the introduction of a 
general system of education in that province, when the subject can be re-con« 
sidled in connection with some recent correspondence with the Government 
of India on the subject. 

18. There seems, however, to be no objection at once to sancti^ Captain 
Jacob’s last suggestion, namely, that Rs. 1,000 be annually set apan from the 
Infanticide Fund for prize essays against the practice. I would, however, 
propose for consideration, whether, until schools are established in Kattywar, 
these prizes should not be temporarily held out as objects of emulation among 
the scholars of the Native Education Society in Bombay, the essays being 
afterwards printed and circulated in Kattywar. The sum proposed might be 


thus divided : — 

* First Prize. • 300 

Second do 200 

Printing of do 500 


Rs. 1,000 

Captain Jacob’b opinion might be taken on this suggestion. 

19. I beg to suggest the expediency of the Political Agent being instructed 
to embody the results of the present census in a proclamation, noticing, in 
terms of commendation, those Chiefs who, by the results, are proved to 
have adhered to their engagements, and the reverse of those who have not 
done so. This should then be circulated throughout the province, to keep 
the subject alive in men’s minds, and to prove that the Government is 
resolved to persevere in its efforts to suppress the inhuman practice of 
Infanticide. 

20. The attention of the Politicaf Apnt might also be drawn to the Go- 
vernment letter dated the 22nd November 1834, which I do not believe has 
ever been specifically acknowledged. This may probably be attributed to my 
removal from Kattywar before it was received. Captain Jacob may be 
requested to state whether the orderft communicated in that letter have been 
acted upon, and particularly whether the measure sanctioned in the 9th para- 
graph, of endeavouring to induce the heads of those tribes who give their 
daughters in marriage to the Jharejas to stipulate at the time of betrothment for 
the preservation of female issue by such marriages, has been carried into effect, 
and, if so, with what success. 

21. Considerable stress was laid by Mr. Erskine in his report on Infan- 
ticide in June 1837, and in a minor degree by Captain Jacob in his present 
report, on the severity of the measures adopted for the suppression of the 
practice. This to some extent may be admitted, but it is unavoidable and 
justifiable by t^e object in view. Other measures of an opposite tendency, 

80 G 
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however, formed part of my scheme, which have no(v I think, sufficiently been 
attended to. For instance, I proposed and Government sanctioned, remissions 
from and delays in payment of tribute, and honorary presents, either in cloths 
or money, to those who may distinguish themselves by a conspicuous ad- 
herence to their engagements to renounce the custom. Captain Jacob might be 
directed te report whether the present census does not enable him to point 
out any (Xiefs, or inferior members of the tribe, who have thus rendered 
themselves deserving of these indulgences and rewards. 

22. Copy of Captain Jacob’s report, and of the Government reply, should 
be forwarded to the Political Agent in Kutch, for information ; and Captain 
Jacob seems entitled to the high approbation of Government for the zealous 
attention he has bestowed on this interesting question, — the final, complete 
extinction of Infanticide in Katty war. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

1st June 1842. Secretary to Government. 


No. 4150. 

Minute by the Right Honorable the Governor, dated the Ath June 1842. 

The suggestions of the Political Secretary on Captain Jacob’s report may be 
adopted, with one exception, that of a continued prize for essays. 1 think we 
should not make the cost of education a deduction from the funds appropriat- 
ed for the suppression of (his crime. If it is deemed good that a prize should 
be given for an essay against Infanticide by one of the scholars of the Native 
Education Society, let it be done, and the charge be borne by the Educa- 
tional Funds. 

The Chief of Shahpoor Taiooka should be strictly warned and assured that 
his continuance in not assisting to suppress this crime will bring upon him the 
sequestration of his Taiooka. It cannot be unsound in policy to inflict this 
punishment upon one Chief, while all the other Chiefs are fairly meeting the 
great object which Government, for tlie sake pf humanity alone, is so anxious 
to accomplish. , •' 

Captain Jacob paints strongly the injury done to the wounded feelings of 
Jhareja pride by the inquisitorial character of the inquiries the very nature of 
the crime compels Government to sanction. But Captain Jacob sees as well 
as any one else, that without these very inquiries the end in view would be as 
far from us as ever ; and therefore we have the choice of having inquiry 
so made or quietly a]lo|gng thi8 Inffint-murder to stalk abroad as rife as ever. 
As. to education, if we are to wait for its effects, to tnist to its influences, we 
must look forward, perhaps, to not less than a century. No ; we must sincerely 
persist in onr present efforts in our- present system, to stop jhis course of 
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murder ; tad, once effectively diecked, we may hope that pre* 

judice in causing it may be overcome, and then the inclination cease. To 
accomplish that change of prejudice and inclination most be oar continued effort, 
aiyi it is evident our present system has already effected much of this. I wotdd 
strictly continue it ; yet certainly add to it as much of education as circum- 
stances will admit 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

* From Captain G. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, 2Sth November 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to reply seriatim to your letter No. 2127, dated 
1 2th August last, conveying the observations of Government on my In%iticide 
Report dated 23rd October preceding. 

2. The question contained in your 4th paragraph admits of little further 

explanation than that given in my despatches as per 
No. 233, dated 21 »t Sep- ^ . t, xi. • j e ni ^ i i. 

tember 1839. margin. From the period of Chotum Lai s suspen- 

No. 185, dai.:!d 22nd sion, there appears, to have been no one person held 
June 1840. responsible for the safe custody and arrangement of 

the records, and for upwards of three years there was neither any Native 
Agent, nor any one appointed to officiate as such. It is impossible for me now 
to say how the documents referred to have become lost. One censor was 
dismissed, without for some months any one being appointed to relieve him ; 
an English clerk in the interim was employed in the districts to take the 
census, and a successor was ultimately appointed who poved quite incom- 
petent. What with removals and deaths, the establishment has been almost 
entirely changed of late years ; and the result reported is the natural effect of 
such changes and want of systematic arrangement in an office of this magni- 
tude. The chest appropriated to, the Infanticide records does not contain 
those reported missing, nor has any clue to them been traced. 

3. With reference to the fine of Rs. 1,000 directed to be levied on Jhareja 
Kullajee of Shahpoor in your 7th and 8th paragraphs, 1 b^ to submit, for ^ 
ccmsideration of the Honorable the Governor in Council, certain fiivonrable 
features in his case that have come to notice since I framed my last report, 
which induce me to plead in mitigation,' if not remission, of his punishment. A 
small table appended (Appendix A) w3i show, that only eight persons are murried 

f within his 'Talooka, who have eleven sons, and two daughters bom since my 

* Orders to the effect suggested is Mr. Willoughby's Memorandum of the 1st June 
1842, subject to the modification proposed in the above Minute by Mr. (now Sir) 6. W. Ander- 
son, were communicated tfi Captain 0. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, on die 
ISthAi^^ust 1842; and to the letter addressed to hhnonthat osesiiiai>No. 2127, Captain 
Jacob replied in (Jiis comanmioatiaB.— £iS(or. 
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last census. 'Although no daughter was alive at that timei yet four had been 
bom, and the sickness previous to the decease of three of these reported, and 
persons, it appears, had been deputed by the Political Agent to inspect and 
report thereon. Consequently, except in the suspicious case in Bhawajqp’s 
family, for which Kullajee was fined, it seemed by no means impossible that 
the disproportion between males and females may be accounted for by natural 
causes, in addition to these circumstances. The greater part of the Rajkot 
Bhyad waited on me in a body to intercede for Kullajee with Government, pro- 
mising to hold themselves responsible that no deviation from the pledge to 
preserve life should hereafter occur in the Shahpoor family. I do myself the 
honour to annex (Appendix B) translation of their petition, and it appears to 
me that it would further the cause of humanity if Government would be pleased 
to extend an act of grace to the petitioning Chiefs in behalf of their kinsman. 
The leniency could not be mistaken, since the security it holds out for the 
future is greater than what would result from disregarding the guarantee as 
well as the feelings of so many respectable Girassias, and it may be deemed 
wise to reserve punishment for cases where the possibility of innocence can- 
not be held forth to enlist the feelings of the people against the measures of 
Government. 

4. Adverting to your 9th paragraph I beg to annex (Appendix C) trans- 
late of the Morvee Chiefs reply to the injunctions of Government, which will, 
I trust, be deemed satisfactory. 

6. On the subject of the 16th paragraph of your letter, I append (Ap- 
pendix D) translations of letters from the Chiefs of Morvee and Dhurol ; 
these, whilst partly corroborating the information previously received as to 
the habits of the Somra tribe, hold out further security for the preservation 
of life. 

6. I regret to say that I have as yet been unable to make arrangements for 
securing the aid of a female censor sanctioned in your 17th paragraph ; the 
prejudices of the Nagur caste, to whic^h the present censor belongs, leads him to 
demur acceptance of the Government offer. The chief diflSculty is the alai'm 
of being called on personally to give evidence before any functionary of Govern- 
ment in cases of real or supposed Infanticide. The Nagur caste is particularly 
tenacious of the priv^^cy of their women, but this difficulty may, I hope, be got 
over, as any examination might I think be conducted through the husband, or, 
at any rate, on the understanding that the Purda” should be respected. 
Should His Honour in Council view this point in a different light, it will, I 
fear, become necessary to change the present censor, who is otherwise very well 
qualified for his office. 

7. Regarding educa|kin as an especial antidote to the moral disease under 
review, independent of the blessings it must confer on the country at large, I 
regret to state that no further advance has been made in securing for it the 
support of the Chiefs, &c . ; and I fear that, imless Government (ake the lead in 
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this matter, nothing can be expected. The Infanticide Funds are amfde; they 
are raised from the whole community, though now dedicated to a portion of it; 
and, as a previous decision of Government seems, by the 22nd paragraph of 
y(Bir letter, the chief obstacle to their being employed in furtherance of the 
existing checks to the crime in a manner so highly beneficial to the whole 
community, I yet cannot suppress my hope that Government may see grounds 
to review its decision. 

8. On the question of establishing a prize for the best essay against the 
practice of Infanticide, referred to in your 24th paragraph, it appears to me 
that the greater the amount of intellect which can be brought to bear on the 
subject, the greater the probability of obtaining an essay worth publishing — the 
wider the field of discussion, the more would the design of enlisting public 
opinion against the crime spread forth its roots ; I would beg, therefore, to sug- 
gest the propriety of throwing open the essay to public competition, apd I can 
perceive no reason why a fixed sum, say a thousand rupees, should not be set 
apart annually for this object from the Infanticide Funds however this point 
may be determined. The Board of Education would seem the proper tribunal 
to decide on the merits of the several competitors. 

9. In rep!/ to your 26th pan^raph, I am not aware of any steps taken to 
induce the heads of the tribes who give their daughters to the Jharejas to sti- 
pulate for the preservation of female issue previous to marriage, further than 
were adopted by yourself when Political Agent, in August 1835. I have again 
addressed injunctions on this subject to the several tribes, urging them to 
come forward in the common cause of humanity ; but sufficient time has not 
elapsed to report the result. I am not sanguine of any success in this desira- 
ble object, for besides the apathy that pervades the whole community, and the 
dislike to what they consider interference with their fiimily concerns, no party 
likes to deprive his daughters of the chances of respectable Jhareja alliances, 
which, unless all could be brought to^ make common cause, would naturally 
be the case with whoever first set, the example. 

10. In reply to the question contained in your 27th paragraph, for the 
reasons stated in my last report, I do not quite feel sufficient confidence in the 
census that accompanied it, to surest honorary rewards for any particular 
Chief; I think, however, small presents might be made to each of the seven 
Jharejas shown in the ceiuus to have preserved respectively four and five female 
children, on a report from the censor as to the correctness of the ffict from 
personal observation. The gifts might be bestowed in the manner that might 
seem best suited to their circumstances and station in life. When the double 
machinery for taking the census shall have been matured, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will have firmer ground to go upon in noticii^ with his 
favour the parties w4io may be proved to have deservnl it« 

11. I beg to transmit (Appendix F) an application from the Jam of 
Nowanuggnr, asking the assistance of Government for twenty-one members of 
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fais Bhyad, to facilitate the ntaanagea of twenty>two daughters, which I beg to 
recommend for favourable consideration. The Jam has all along regarded the 
anti-infanticide measnres of Government with extreme jealousy, and it is a 
great point gained that he should, by the step which he has now taken for tjie 
first time, have thus tendered them a species of voluntary acknowledgment. 
The amount asked for is higher than the sums usually granted by Govern- 
ment on similar occasions, and an average of Rs. 200 for each daughter, mak- 
ing a total of Rs. 4,400, might be considered sufficient. 

12. In conclusion, 1 beg to annex (Appendix £) an abstract of the census 
completed up to the end of 1641, making a few corrections in the previous lists. 
The annual transmission of the census may henceforward proceed in more 
regular order, at the periods laid down for ffiem by Government The result 
of this census, it will be perceived, continues to be satisfimtory. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

Rajkot, 28th November 1842. Acting Political Agent 
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APPENDIX B. TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Trantlatum of a Peltitonyrom Jhareja Waojeb of Hajpurra, Jus8Ajbb and 
Phuubb of Lodheka, Wunajbb of Bhadvm^ Sdttanjbb of Paragm, 
Jbthbjbb of Khamba, Govihojeb^ Ghatka, Mbroojer of Gowreedhur, 
Hurbhumjee 'of Pal, and Mudar Sing of Trvmha ; dated Sumvut 1898, 
Asoo Vud 7th {corresponding to 2Qth October 1842). 

We, the undersigned, petition that, in consequence of doubts of the continu- 
ance of Infanticide, created from the existence of eleven sons without any 
daughters in the Shahpoor Talooka in the census for 1840, Government has 
directed a fine to be inflicted on Jhareja Kullajee of Rs. 1 ,000. We beg to 
represent, however, that he has not committed this crime. In the year 1891 
the premature birth of a female occurred in his brother Bhawabhaee’s family, 
who died instantly. Captain Lang inquired into this matter, and reported on 
it to the Government in Bombay, on which a fine was imposed of Rs. 50 for 
not having reported the occurrence. Afterwards, in his Bhyad villt^e of 
Purwulla, a daughter was bom to Jhareja Mooloojee in Sumvut 1892, who 
lived for two years ; she was attacked with small-pox, on which a report was 
duly n^ade to the Political Agent, and Jemadar Soobhan Sing was sent to see 
the girl, who lived four or five months and afterwards died, which event was 
also reported. A daughter was bom to Jhareja Tukkutsing in Sumvut 1892, 
who died in Sumvut 1894, when with her mother on a visit to her parent 
Wala Ujoobhaee’s house at Tullajee. On receiving information of this event, 
a report was made to the censor. A daughter was bom to‘ Jhareja Huthcjee 
in Sumvut 1894, who was attacked with a disease when four months old, and 
a report thereof was made to Captain Lang, who sent the Rajpurra Zuptidar 
Mehta, Rooduijee Nundeeram, to see. the child, who accordingly did so : the 
in&nt dying the day after his visit, a man .was sent to inform the Mehta of it. 
In the above manner have four daughters been horn in the Shahpoor family, 
and have died ; and since then two daughters have been born in that Talooka 
in 1842, who are alive, and their births inserted in the Register : and as to 
there being many boys and few girls, this is \ matter that depends on God, there 
is no remedy for this. But henceforward we will, all of us, in his and in our 
own Talookas, ^uly conffly with, and cause to be obeyed, the arrangements of 
Government on this subject. No deviation shall take place, and we hold our- 
selves responsible for the same to any extent that may be desired by Govern- 
ment. We therefore entreat the Sahib to send our petition to Government. 
Should, notwithstanding what we have stated, suspicion of guilt continue, we 
pray that such may be foi^iven, if not removed, and that the fine imposed 
on Jhareja Kullajee may bAemitted. 

Signed by the parties whose names are above given. 
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APPENDIX C TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translate of a tetter from the MoorVeb Chief to Captain Jacob, dated Ashad 

^ Shoodh 3rd, Sumvut 1898i(7^A October 1842). 

A. C. — The Saheb’s letter, dated Shrawun Vud 10th, has been received, in 
which it is stated that, on examining the tables of Adhoee Jharcja population, 
the names of 1 15 males and only 7 females are inserted, by which it appears 
that female life in that district is seldom preserved, — a XQatter of deep dissatis- 
faction, and which, on being reported to Government, a reply had been received, 
directing effectual arrangements for the prevention of the crime of child- 
slaughter, and, further, that the Honorable the Governor in Council would hold 
the lord of the district responsible for the same. Consequently, that I was 
to make these arrangements, taking care that no one henceforth deviated from 
them. In reply it is thus. The Government had not formerly directed me to 
enforce these arrangements in Adhoee, but in Mr. Erskine’s time I received 
instructions to make arrangements. It is my desire to comply with all 
the injunctions of Government ; besides, I will not deviate from the patli of 
religion, and I am not inattentive to the subject as regards Adhoee. The dis- 
parity between males and females arises from the arrangements for preserva- 
tion of femuies having only lately been established in the district. I have, 
however, again written strongly to the Adhoee Manager, and you may rely on 
my taking care that there shall be ift) inattention to the subject on my part. 

APPENDIX D TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translate of a Letter from the Dherol Chief, dated SUt July 1842, to 

Captain Jacob. 

The Saheb’s letter of the 14th July has been received, stating that the 
Soomra tribes of my district are uifderstood to destroy their daughters in the 
manner that the Jharejas were wont to db previous to the arrangements for their 
preservation, &c. &c. In reply, I*beg to state that arrangements shall be made 
to prevent this tribe following such evil practices, as requested by you. 

Translatum of a Letter from the Moorvee Chief to Captain Jacob, dated 

1th October 1842. 

The Saheb’s order, dated Bhadurwa Shoodh 11th (15th September 1842), has 
been received, stating that the Soomra people of my district are understood to 
destroy their daughters in the manner the Jliarejas were wont to do of old, and 
calling on me to make due arrangements for the prevention of this crime, report- 
ing particulars thereof, &c. &c. On receipt of this letter I despatched a Mehta 
into the districts, with directions to make inquiry and enter into precautions. 

I do not believe that there are many of the Soomra tribe in my country, but, 
after the Mef^ta’s report shall have been received, I will write again and transmit 
a census of the Soomras. 

81 o 
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APPENDIX E TO THE FOREGOING 
Ahstract Census of the Jhareja and Jeiwa Population^ on the 31^ December 18 ^ , 
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APPENDIX F TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB, 

Translate of a Letter from the Jam of Nowanuggur to Captain G. L. Jacob, 
dated Bhadunoa Shoodh 9/A, Sumvut 1898 {corresponding to 13/A /S^-* 
tember A. J5. 1842). 

In my Talooka several Jhareja females have passed their age of puberty, 
but the indigence of their parents protracts their marrying, the time for which 
is fast expiring ; and, as urgent necessity exists for effecting their marriages 
with as little as possible, I submit the accompanying list,*^ showing 

particulars regarobg the females above alluded to, in the hope that Govern-^ 
ment will give such assistance as may be fitting. 


* Omitted from this Selection. 
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From J, P. Willoughby, Egq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

• Dated \lth May 1843. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Captain Jacob’s letter, 
with enclosures, dated the 28th November last, on the subject of Female In- 
fanticide in Katty war, and to inform you that tlie further explanation submitted 
in the 2nd paragraph, in regard to the circumstances under which the docu- 
ments therein alluded to have been lost, is considered by the Honorable the 
Governor in Council to be as unsatisfactory as that which ^^ftjjpreviously laid 
before Government. 

2. You are, therefore, requested to adopt measures for the efficient se- 
curity, for the future, of all the office records of the Katty war Agency. 

3. Under the circumstances reported in the 3rd paragraph of Captain 
Jacob’s letter, the Governor in Council is pleased to remit the fine of Rs. 1,000 
which Government, at the recommendation of that officer, ordered to be 
levied on Jhareja Kullajee of Shahpoor. The grounds of this remission should 
be explained to Jhareja Kullajee, and to the Chiefs who have interceded on 
his behalf, with a distinct intimation that should Kullajee hereafter fail to 
co-operate witn Government for the suppression of the crime of Infanticide, 
his Talooka will be placed under sequestration. 

4. The promise given by the Chief of Moorvee to adopt effectual measure^ 
for the suppression of Infanticide in the district of Adhoee is considered by 
the Governor in Council to be satisfactory, but it will be necessary that the 
Political Agent should from time to time satisfy himself that the Chief fulfils 
his engagements, and the slightest remissness on his part should be brought 
to the immediate notice of Government. 

5. The assurances given by the Chiefk of Moorvee and Dherol in regard to 
the Soomra tribe are also considere(fto be satisfactory; but the Political Agent 
should exercise his vigilance to see thaf the promises made by these' Chiefs 
are respected. The information, which the Chief of Moorvee states he has 
deputed a Mehta to obtain in regard to his Soomra subjects, should be sub- 
mitted to Government together with the census. 

6. In reply to the 6th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, 1 am directed to 
inform you that it is on all occasions the desire of Government to abstain from 
making any innovations on the prejudices of caste, when the public interests, 
or those of the community, will not thereby be endangered ; but that as, by the 
adoption of the plan proposed by Captain Jacob, a great risk would be incurred 
of collusion or concealment, another censor must be appointed, unless the 
individual now entrusted with that duty will agree to some female being assq^ 
dated with him who is not encumbered with prejudices of the nature mentioned 
by Captain Jacob, since it will be highly important that the Political Agent 
sbM^uld be abje to have the free and unrestricted j^wer of questioning the 
female employed upon this delicate duty, and that, in cases of supposed Infan- 
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ticide, in w^ich her evidence may be required by the Political Agent^ she 
should give it ivithout fear or demur of anylcind. 

7. With reference to the 7th paragraph, I am desired to inform you that 

the Honorable the Governor in Council adheres to the decision communicated 
to Capjtain Jacob in Mr. Chief Secretary Reid's letter dated tlie 12th August 
last, and to request that you will be pleased to report whether, as directed m 
the 23rd paragraph of that communication, you have endeavoured to ascertain 
the extent to which the Chiefs and monied men in Kattywar could be pre- 
vailed upon to aid in the introduction of a general system of education in that 
province. , 

8. The Governor in Council will await the result of the injunctions which 
Captain Jacob reports, in the 9th paragraph, be had addressed to the several 
tribes ; but you are requested, in the event of the issue being unfavourable, as 
Captain Jacob anticipates, again to urge in the strongest terms upon the heads 
of the Rajpoot tribes the im{)ortance of their giving their consent to the stipu- 
lation required by Government, namely, that “ when giving their daughters 
in marriage to Jbarejas, a stipulation shall be made that the issue of the union 
shall be preserved, and that each Rajpoot Chief shall oblige every Rajpoot 
subject to do the same." 

9. The Governor in Council will also await your further report on the sub- 
ject noticed in the 10th paragraph of Captain Jacob's letter, in regard to the 
parties who may prove deserving of rewards by a conspicuous adherence to 
their engagements to renounce the custom of Infanticide. 

10. 1 am further directed to inform you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council is pleased to sanction a donation of Rs. 5,000 being granted from 
the Infanticide Fund for the marriage of the twenty-one Jhareja females in the 
Nowanuggur Talooka, alluded to in the 11th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s 
letter, to be divided among them ih such proportions as you may consider 
just, and to be paid only when each marnage is about to be solemnized. 

11. The Governor in Council further directs me to request that the Infan- 
ticide Report for the year 1842, which was due on the 1st January last, may be 
submitted to Government as soon as practicable, and that, for the future, these 
reports may be forwarded regularly on the Ist of January of each year, as 
directed in the 3rd piiAgraph of Mr. Chief Secretary Reid’s letter to the ad- 
dress of Captain Jacob, dated the 12th August last. 

12. Wi^ reference to the 8th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, relative 
to the proposed establishment of a prize for the best essay against the practical 
of Infanticide, I am desired to transmit for your information copy of my letter 
of this date to the Secretary tb the Board of Education on the subject. 

m 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

f 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

, ' Chief Secretaty to Government 

Bomta^ Cattk, VJth Majf 1843. 
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To C. MorereaD; Esq,, • ^ 

Secretary to the Board of Education. • 

^E, — I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in tiouncil to transmit 
Extract para. 24 of a ^ copies of thc^ documents noted in the margin^ 
letter from Mr. Chief Secy, for the purpose of being submitted to the Board 
of Education^, and to request that the Board will be 
pleased to favour Government with their opinion in 
regard to the best means ^ of attaining the object 
tjlierein alluded to, and whether' ihegjt consider that 
the, offer of the sum of Rs. 300 for a first prize^ and 
Rs. 200 for a second, prize essay, would be a suffi- 
cient inducement to enlist talented competitors amongst the scholars of the 
Bombay Native Education-Society, in the composition of an essay against the 
practice of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Castle^ VI th May 1843. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Reid to the Actinz Politi- 
cal Agent in Kattywar, 
dated the 12th Auguati 
No. 2127 of 1842. 

Extract para. 8 of a letter 
from the Acting Political 
Agent, dated the 28th No- 
vember, No. 238 of 1842. 


To L. R. Reio, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, Political Department. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Education to acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter No. 1076, dated the 17th ultimo, with 
accompaniment, and, in reply, to acquaint you that, in the opinion of the Board, 
the proposed essay against the practice of Infanticide should be composed in 
the English language, and accompanied with a Guzerathee translation. 

2. In the event of the sum allotted for the prize being charged to the In- 
fanticide Fund, as recommended by the Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 
in paragraph 8 of his letter No. 238, dated 28tl^ovember last, the Board are 
of opinion that competition should,, be open to the public (as affording the 
greatest likelihood of obtaining a good essay), and that the sum fixed for the 
prize should be Rs. 1,000. 

3. Should, however, the prize be charged to the Education Fund, it 
appears to the Board that in this case competition should be confined to the 
scholars of the Elphinstone Native Education Institution, as suggested in the 
letter under reply ; but that Rs. 600 should be fixed as a prize for the best 
essay, and Rs. 300 for the second. 

4. The Board are further of opinion that it should be distinctly made 

known to the competitors in either case, that the prize would not be awarded 
unless the best essay was considered worthy of such distinction by Hie Ex- 
aminers. * 

I have ibe hoaeuv to bei fte. 

• (Signed) G. Morkhkap, 

Board of Edwationf Bomhoy^ \Qth June 1843. SecretiFT- 
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JTo 0„Morehead, Esq., ^ 

Secretary to the Board of Education, Bombay. 

Sir, — I am dirqpte^ to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 261, 
datecHhe 16th ultimo, and in reply to acquaint you, for the information oFthe 
Boar^of Educatioi]^ that under the restriction mentioned by you in the 4th 
paragrapl^ the Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to authorise the 
announcement of two prizes for essays against the practice of Infanticide, 
namely a prize of Rs^fiQO for th^ best, and of Rs. 300 for the second essay. 

2. The Goveri^r in* Council is of opinion that the production of these 
essays should be open to general competition, and desires me to request that 
you will have the goodness, under the authority of the Board, to submit, for 
the approval of Government, a draft notification of the terms bn which these 
prizes will be granted. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) L. R. Reid, 

Bombay Castle^ \^ih July 1843. Chief Secretary to Government. 


To L. R. Reid, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to Government, Political Department. 

Sir,— In transmitting, for the consideration of the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, the draft notification* called for in your letter No. 1647, dated the 
19th ultimo, I am directed to acquaint you that the Board of Education still 
entertain the opinion expressed in paragraph 2 of my letter No. 261, dated 
the 16th June last, that the prize, if open to public competition, should be 
Rs. 1,000, for they are apprehensive that Rs. 500 will not prove sufficient in- 
ducement to any very qualified competitor. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) C. Morehead, 

Board of Education^ Bombay^ 2nd August 1843. Secretary. 

To C. Morehead, Esq., » 

Secretary fb the Board of Education. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2nd instant, No. 339, submitting, 
for the approval of Government, the draft of a proposed notification, inviting 
essays against the practice of Female Infanticide. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Honorable the Governor in 
Council has, with someHighi modification, approved of the notification submit- 
ted with your letter, and he has also been pleased to increase to the following 
extent the amount he had originally determined on for two prizes, namely for the 

* Omitted ; this notificatioxi, m amended by Government, being subsequently given in this 
(Selection. 
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best essay from the sumof Rs. BfK) to Rs. 600, and for the secomLipIftay fcom 
Rs. 300 to Rs. 400. . * . 

3. A copy of the Notification, as revised by the (^ovehior in Council, 
accompanies this letter. ** 

I have the honour to be, &:c. ^ 

(Signed) * L. R. 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 19M August 1843. 


Notification. 

Prize Essays against the Practice of Infanticide. * 

Tl» Honorable the Governor in Council has been pleased to authorise the 
award of two prizes for essays against the practice of Female Infanticide, viz. 
a prize of Rs. 600 for the best, and Rs. 400 for the second essay, subject to 
the following conditions : — 

1 . The prizes to be open to general competition among the Native students 
of any of the ; public or private educational establishments of this Presidency. 

2. The essays to be composed in the English language, and accompanied 
with a Guzerathee translation ; to be fairly transcribed and notin the hand- 
writing of the authors, and to be transmitted to the office of the Secretary to 
Government before the Ist March 1844. 

8. To each essay a motto must be affixed, and the essay must be accom- 
panied with a scaled note bearing on the outside the same motto as that 
affixed to the essay, and, within, the author’s name. 

4. The essays will be submitted bj^ Government for the report of a com- 
mittee selected for the purpose. .The sealed notes which accompany the 
successful essays will alone be opened, apd these essays will become the property 
of Government ; the others will •be returned unopened with their respective 
essays to the authors. 

5. It isjo be distinctly understood that the prizes will not be awarded 
unless the best and second essays be considered worthy of such distinction by 
the examining committee; and, i^such case, all the se^ed packets and essays 
will be returned. 

(Signed) C. Morehead, 
Secretary to the Board of Education. 

Bombay, \2th September 1843. * 


To E. H. Tow«(sbno, Esq., Secy to Govt, in the Revenue Dep^ment; 
The Reverend G.'Piqott, Secy, to the Bointey Education Society ; 
C. Forehead, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. ^ 
Gentlemen, — I am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Gover- 
82 o • 
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nor in C6uncil is pleased to appoint you a Committee, to report whether, under 
the termStpf the Government Notification dated the 12th September last, 
published in the Bombay Official Gazette of the 14th of that month, you are 
of opinion that one or more of the accompanying four essays against t^e 
practice of Female Infanticide are deserving of the rewards oflfered in the 
above Notification. 

I am also desired to request that you will be pleased to state your opinion 
in regard to the Guzer^t]|ee versioj^ of the essays, obtaining the aid, if neces- 
sary, of the Secretary to (fovernment in the Persian Department, and whether 
any of these essays afe calculated to aid the suppression of Female Infanticide, 
if printed and circulated. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willougiiby, 

Bomhay Castle^ 13<A April 1844. Chief Secretary to Governm#it. 


To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., (^ihief Secretary to Government. 

Sir, — ^We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 13th 
April, appointing us a committee to report on the merits of four •English essays 
’(three of which were accompanied with translations), with reference to the 
Government notification of 14th September 1843, and authorising us to refer to 
the Persian Department, to enable us at the same time to report upon the merits 
of the translations. That reference was made on the 2nd May, and the reply 
of Mr. Escombe was received on the 19th instant. 

2. We are unanimous in assigning the first place to the essay whose motto 
is taken from the Pudma Puran, He who loves sin and commits Infan- 
ticide,” &c. But some difference of opinion qxists in the extent of our 
approval, Dr. Morehead and Mr, Townsend considering it a well-written, 
spirited production, worthy of the highest regard, while the Rev. G. Pigott does 
not think it, as it now stands, calculated to produce the impression desired by 
Government, though he is of opinion that it contains the elements of a paper 
calculated to have tha^ effect. We all, ^however, think tliat it might with 
benefit be abridged. ^ > 

3. General Kennedy’s opinion of the Guzerathee version of this essay is, 
you will observe, generally favourable. 

4. The next essay in order of merit, though far behind the first, is, we 
conceive, that having for its motto, "Virtue alone is happiness below.” 
Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend consider this production one of ordinary 
merit, hardly deserving %> great a reward as Rs. 400. Had the Oriental 
Translator’s report of the Guzerathee version been favourable, they were 
disposed to recommend a reward not exceeding three hundred rupees, or 
balf that of the highest proposed to be given by Government. •Considering, 
^wever, the unfavourable opinion of the Guzerathee translation of this essay 
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contained in General Kenn^y’e last paragraph, they feel hardly juadfied in 
recommending the grant of any reward to the writer. Mr. Pigott was de- 
cidedly of this opinion before the Oriental Translator’s ^port was received, 
and in this opinion we are therefore unanimous, notwithstanding the existence 
of some well-argued passages in this essay. 

6. The two remaining essays are such very inferior production's, that we 
feel it to be quite superfluous to enter into any laboured discussions of their 
defects : merits they have none. ^ ,*9 

We have the honour to ]^, &c. 

(Signed) E. H. Townsend. 

G. PlOOTT. 

Bombay, 22nd June 1844. C. Mobehead. 


E. H. Townsend, Esq. 
Secy, to Govt, in tlic Reve- 
nue' Department. 

The llev.G. Seoy. 
to the Bombay L(j|icution 
Soeiety. 

C. Morchead, Esq. Secy, 
to the Board of Education. 


2 . 


To C. Mobehead, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. 

Sib, — ^With reference to the Government Notifica- 
tion of the 14th September 1843, 1 am directed by 
the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform 
yon, that four essays%gaiust the practice of Female In- 
fanticide were received by Government, and submitted 
for the opinion and report of a committee composed of 
the gentlemen named in the margin. 

The report of the Committee being in favour of the essay written by 
Bhawoo Dajee, an Assistant Teacher in the Elphin- 
comra^to^InfanticidrsbUlI s^ne Native Education Institution, with the motto 
be condemned to the hell noticed in the margin, and Government concurring 
called ‘ famisra. opinion with .the Committee regarding the merits 

of that essay, the Governor in Council has been pleased to award to the 
author the first prize of Rs. 600. • 

3. I am further desired to request that you will, under the authority of 
the Board of Education, be pleased to prepare and submit to Government a 
draft notification, announcing the na^ne of the successful candidate, stating 
at the same time the names of the gentlemen who composed the Committee. 

4. The General Paymaster has been instructed to pay to you the above- 
mentioned amount, which you will be pleased to make over to Bhawoo Dajee. 

6. Neither of the other essays have been deemed worthy of the second 
prize offered by Government, and they have accordingly been returned to their 
respective authors. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) J. P. Wiixovoebt, 

Chief Secneti^ to Gtovemment. 

Bombay Caede, 20A Novemhtr 1644. 
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Political Department. 

To E. H. Townsend, Esq., Secy, to Govt, in the Revenue Department, 
The Rev. G, Pigott, Secretary to the Bombay Education Society, 

C. Morehbad, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. • 

Gentlemen, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 22nd June last, reporting on four essays against th*e practice of Female 
Infanticide. 

2. In reply 1 am desired to inform you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council concurs with you in opinion that the first prize should be awarded 
to Bhawoo Dajee, the author of the essay on the above subject bearing the 
motto, He who loves sin and commits Infanticide shall be condemned to the 
hell called * Tamisra.’ ” 

3. The Governor in Council is, however, of opinion, that this essay is not 
altogether suited for publication in its present form. I am, therefore, desired 
to request that you will have the goodness, in communication with the author, to 
revise and condense it,**^ so as to render it more suitable for circulation in 
Kattywar, Kutch, and Guzerat, among the tribes in which the revolting crime 
of Infanticide prevails. 

4. The essay in question is herewith returned for the? above purpose, and 
I am desired to convey to you the thanks of Government for the care and 
attention you have already bestowed on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Bombay Castle ^ 20th November 1844. 


Political Department. 

From E. H. Townsend, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, Rajkot. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter,t dated the 30th August 1844, No. 102, 
submitting statemerM*^ ^f the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations of the 
province of Kattywar during the year 1843. 

2. From statement No. 1 accompanying your letter, it appears that the 
total male Jhareja population in Kattywar amounted in 1842 to 6,166, and 
in 1843 to 6,176 souls, being an increase during the latter year of 10 males. 
It further appears that the total number of females at the end of the 
year 1842 amounted to|^,854, and in 1843 to 1,959, being an increase daring 
twelve months of 105 females. The increase in the number of females being 

* This having been done, the Essay, as revised, was published by Government. 

t Omitted mm this Selection, the substance, of the report and its accompanying state- 
ments being contained in tins letter. 
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thus shown to be in a much greater proportion than that of the males, is a 
highly satisfactory result 

3. Statement No. 2, forwarded with your letter, shows that in 1842 the 
J^twa male population of Porebunder and Nowanuggur amounted to 154 
souls, and to the same number at the end of the year 1843. The total number 
of females was 52 in the former and 53 in the latter year, being an increase of 
1 female. 

4. Statement No. 3 shows that the male Soomra population in Nowanug- 
gur, Moorvee, and Dhurol amounted at the end of 1842 to 360, and in 1843 
to 364, being an increase of 4 males. The total number of females was 147 
in the former, and 157 in the latter year, being an increase of 10 females. 

5. From statement No. 4, accompanying your letter, it appears that the 
total disbursements from the Infanticide Fund during the year 1843, on 
account of marriage donations and the maintenance of the Infanticide Estab- 
lishment, amounted to Company’s Rupees 3,657-1-3, and that the balance 
of the Fund on the 31st December 1843 amounted to Company's Ru- 
pees 1,21,011-9-11. 

4 ^ # « # # # # 

7. I am directed to convey to you the approbation of Government for the 
commendable tare and attention which you bestow in the performance of this 
important portion of your duties. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. II. Townsend, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle^ 20^A June 1845. 


Political Department. 

From J. P. WiLLouGiinY, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govt., Bombay, 
To A. Malet, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 


Sib, — I am directed by thd Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow- 


,1st. A census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, aad Soomra populations 
of the Province of Kattywar for the year of report. 

2nd. A comparative Table of ditto for the years 1841-42, 
1842-43, and 1843-44. 

3rd. Tables of the proportions of the Male to the Female sex, 
from ten years of age to one year and under, amongst the Jha- 
reja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations of this Province. 

4th. Tables showing the different ages of the Jhareja, Jetwa, 
and Soomra populations. 

5th. Statement of the receipts and disbursements of the 
Infanticide Fund during the year 1844. 


ledge the receipt of 
your letter,*^ dated the 
10th August last. No. 
130, submitting your 
Annual Report for the 
year 1844, on Female 
Infanticide in the pro- 
vince of Kattywar; and 


forwarding five state- 
ments containing the information specified in the margin. 


* Omitted; the substance of the report and its accompanying atatementa being contained 

in this letter. ** 
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2. The 1st and 2nd statements submitted by yon show the following 
results ; — 


Caste. 


No. of Male Population. No. of Female Population, 
in ld42.|ln 1843.|ln 1844. In 1842.|ln 1843.|ln 1844. 


Jliareja 6,129 6,176 6,430 1,841 1,959 2,175 

Jetwa 153 153 154 52 53 57 

Soomra 351 364 372 141 157 164 


3. Hence it appears that in each instance the increase in the number of 
females, especially among the Jharcjas, has, during the years 1842, 1843, and 
1844, been in a greater proportion than the males. This result is very satis- 
factory, more particularly since, from the 2nd* paragraph of your letter, it 
appears that every one of the females entered in the census passes under the 
personal observation of the censors. 

4. In statement No. 3, the proportion of lAales to females from ten years 
of age to one year and under, amongst the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu- 
lations in Katty war is shown to be as follows : — 
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6. The following further table shows the^result of the census of the Jhareja 
population in Katty war^ as obtained in 1834, 1837, 1841, and 1844 : — 
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6. . The Governor in Council desires me to draw your particullur attention 
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to tho extraordinaiy disproportion between the male and female Jhaseja births 
daring the last ten years, which your census for the year 1844 exhibits, when 
compared with the three censufes of your predecessors, for the years 1834, 
1837, and 1841. 

7. The result of your census leads to the very improbable inference, if the 
numbers of males and females shown under each age be correct, that the 
number of male and female births amongst the Jharejas in Kattywar have, for 
the last ten years, been annually decreasing from natural causes in the ratio of 
from ten to twenty per cent. For instance, according to your census, the 
numbers of males of ten years of age in 1 844 was 1711, while those of one year 
and under were only 274, being in the ratio of 64 to 1 in favour of the former, 
and this, too, notwithstanding the generally admitted fact, that, of all children 
born alive, at least one-third die before attaining the tenth year. 

8. The disproportion between the number of females of the ages of one 
and ten years is nearly sifftilar to that existing amongst the males of the same 
ages, namely, 1,207 of ten years, and 232 of one year and under, being in the 
ratio of about 51 to 1 . 

9. You are requested most carefully to inquire into this point, and submit 
any explanation you may be able, in regard to this great and extraordinary 
disproportion, which the Governor in Council can at present only account for 
by the supposition that the above results have been obtained from incorrect 
data. 

10. From statement No. 4, accompanying your report, it appears that the 
greatest age amongst male Jharejas is 86, and of female 53 years ; amongst 
the male Jetwa it is 79 and of female 35 years ; and amongst the Soomra 
males it is 72, and of females 37 years. 

11. From statement No. 5 the total disbursements paid from the Infan- 
ticide Fund during the year 184^ including marriage donations and the 
maintenance of the Infanticide Estaj^Iishment, amounted to Company’s 
Rs. 2,047-12-4, or Rs. 1,609-4-11 less than the expenditure of the preceding 
year ; the balance in favour of the Fund on the 31st December 1844 amounts 
to Company’s Rs, 1,21,809-13-3, or Rs. 798-3-4 more than on the 31st 

December 1843. * 

#####«« 

13. The Governor in Council was prepared, by your previous reports, for 
the announcemenf* contained in the last paragraph of your letter. He requests, 
however, that you will not relax in your efforts to induce the principal Chiefs to 
contribute towards the diffusion of education in Kattywar, for, unless they can 
be persuaded to do this under the condition prescribed by the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, Government will be unable to aid in the accomplidiment of 
this very desirable object. 

14. The Govem 9 r in Council considers ^ very erefitable to the Jharejas, 

* There is no flrogress towards education on the part of the Chiefs, and lido not at present 
see any probability of it. 
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that no application has been made by them during the year 1844 for aid 
from the Infanticide Fund ; although, however, applications for assistance 
ought not to be encouraged, reasonable suppc^ji^ should be extended in cases of 
destitution and distress. t 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bomhay Castle^ \Qth January 1846. 


From the Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Chief Secy, to Government, Bombay. 

Bated Rajkot^ 2Qth January 1846. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 19th instant. 

2. With reference to paragraphs 5 to 9, 1 have to express my regret that an 
incorrect statement accompanied my letter No. 130, August 10th. I now 
transmit a corrected one, which I beg may be substituted for that formerly 
sent. 

3. I also enclose an additional statement, from which it will be perceived 
that there have been errors in some of the tables ; for I have placed the num- 
bers in each year above the corresponding year they should fill in the line 
below. Thus, in the report of 1834 for 1833, the children that are 7 years 
old become 10 years of age; in the report of 1837 for 1836, those that are 
3 years old in the first become the 6 years old children of the second, and the 
10 years old children of the report of 1841 for 1840. 

4. The two first periods of 1833 and 1836 are nearly reconcileable, as there 
is a diminution in most of the corresponding ages ; but they are not recon- 
cileable with the corresponding peri6d of 1840, in which the numbers in the 
corresponding years are far greater than id the former statements. 

6. The second and third periods are irreconcileable throughout ; the third 
and fourth very nearly answer throughout^ and, great care will be taken in future 
that the children are^r^ularly placed under the proper ages, which their first 
year must show, so that I iiope there will not henceforward be any irregu* 
larity arising from this source. 

6. You will perceive that the cause of the mistake in the statement alluded 
to in paragraph 2 originated from taking the whole of the children under the age 
mentioned, so that the children for 10 years contained all the children of a 
lesser age, but other er|i^s had crept in which vitiated even that calculation. 

I have the honouv to be, &c. 

(Signed) ^A. Malet, 

A Political Ag^t 

KaUyioar Political Agency ^ Rajkot, 26th January 1846. 
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TahU of iho Proportions of the Soomra Sexes in Kattywarfnm mder 10 Years to 1 Year, as the *>»«f stood 

on the 1st January 1845. 
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To A. Malct, Esq., Poimf|BllA^t in Katt]rw(^ |. 

* Da<€^6fA J^ftniOfy 1846. 

SiB, — I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Goandl to acknow^ 
ledge the^,receipt of your letter dated the 26th ultimo, No. 34, and to inform 
you that^ explanation therein subndibd is satisfiustoiy, as showing that the 
errors pointed out by Government in the census submitted w||h your letter 
dated the 10th August last, No. 130, are for the most part notmtributable to 
the censors, but were made in your o£Sce. 

2. It is clear, however, that the amended returns now submitted by you 
are still defective, from the improbable fluctuation therein shown in the num- 
bers of the male and female children at diflbrent ages. For instance, it is 
made to appear that in the Nowanuggur and Moorvee Talookas there are more 
male and female Jhareja children between the ages of seven and eight than 
between six and seven years, and in the formic Talooka more male children 
between five and six than between four and five years, and nearly double the 
number between the ages of two and three than between one and two years 
of age ; while experience proves that the opposite would be the more proba- 
ble and correct result. 

3. I am at the same time desired to request that you will be pleased to 
adopt every means in your power to obtain, for the future, correct returns of 
the Jhareja population of Kattywar. 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. P. Wiu.ouohbt, 

Bombay CastU, 16tA F^tmxry 1846. < Chief Secretary to Government. 


From Lieutenant Colonel W. Lano, Actidg Political Agent in Kattywar, 
To A. Malbt, Esq., Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

JDated Rqjkot, 2bth August 1846. 

Sib,'— I have the honour to forward the usual annual returns of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for 1846, together with a state- 
ment* of the recmpts and disbursements of the Infiuiticide Fund for the same 
year. The increase in the numbw of the female children in all these tribefi^ 
which has been going on since the intiMuction of the present system for the 
suppression of Infimticide in 1836, continues to be shown in the returns now 
submitted. In the (ase of the Jetwa and Soomra population the increase is 
equal in both sexes, but the Jhareja* census is not sp^ ^^vouraUe, as it diows 
an addition of only 166 female chOdren to 602 bmm 1 W, however, that 

* Omitted flow fen Sdeetion, Os enbttmiMbcliifl^vaBbFaiapqphS of foe report. 
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there are still a great many inaccuracies in these returns. Hieproportion of 
births of both sexes to the number of married Jharejas appears, generally, to 
be exi^^ingly small, |nd in Veerpoor Khurere^ and several of the sipaller 
Talookas, there i^not a single birth of either a male or female child during ^ 
year under review. The number of grown-up Jharejas in Veerpoor Khureree, it 
will be observed, is sixfy-iive, and I have ascertained from the censor that forty- 
four of these are married. It is exceedingly improbable, therefore, tftit a year 
should have passed without a single child having been bom to any of these ; and 
intbis Talookf I find that last year’s return was equally blank, which makes it 
amount almost to a certainty that there must be some concealment of the births 
that actually take place. I have, therefore, sent for the Chiefe of all the Taloo- 
kas in which no births of either sex are registered during last year, and shall 
endeavour to ascertain the true state of the case. I have also directed the 
Native Agent to ascertain, as some guide to the censor for the future, the pro- 
portion of births to married men amongst one or two other castes where he 
has the means of doing so, and have instrocted the censor to be very particular 
for the future in noticing all thile points when making his tour of the different 
Talookas, and, when his suspicions are excited by any disproportions either in 
this respect or with regard to the numbers of children of different sexes and 
ages, never to rest content till he has made the fullest inquiries on the spot, 
and adopted every other means in his power to satisfy himself that there is 
nothing wrong. 

2. No accusation of Infanticide has been preferred during the year under 
review, and the censor informs me that throughout the whole of his tour he 
heard no mention made of any one having been suspected of the crime. 
It will be seen from t^e account of the Infanticide Fund, that only three 
Jharejas have required assistance for the marriage of their daughters dur ing 
the past year, which was sanctioned to each of them in 1843, and that the 
> >i i1 ftn<»ft in hand has increased from Bs. 1^21,809*13-3 to Bs. 1,25,713-3-10 ; 
the expenditure, including the pay of the Ipfanticide establishment, and the 
reward of Bs. 600 paid for an essay against Female Infanticide, having 
amounted to only Bs. 2,205-9-0. This prize, I observe, was awarded to 
Bhov Dajee, and, from Mr. Chief Secretaiiry Willoughby’s letter of the 20th 
Noveqiber 1844 to tiwi Committee appointed to examine the four prize essays 
presented on the subject, it appears to have been intended to publish a revised 
and condensed copy of the successful one for circulation in Kattywar. I trust 
this has not been lost sight of, as there can be no doubt that Guzerathee trea- 
tises of this description would be read with interest by the Jharejas and other 
Rajpoots in the province, and they would, I think, be likely to do much good. 
The education, however, 4Phn of those who can read, is generally so superficial 
thfi^these essays, to be «q>preciated, woi^d require to be written in the plainest 
^a^uage and nmjdest style, and, should there still be a doubt of the expe- 
‘ ffiency of pulHidung that of Bhow Dajee for this or other reasons, 1 beg to 

cotnpqtii^ %oufi^- 
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in {be 6tai£lBn1beelBi%tA^, and in li style rAflei^i^ Mu^ tO tie 
intelligible to the Bajpoots themiid^. llieab pk^K^i^ioddnllK) beiS(||llnile^ 
freidft time to titlie, as tmatisei' bn this subject besides b^ngitoitalMed to'tiie 
Rajpoots and otii^ who could read throughout tiie proldnce, dronhi be tei)r 
usefol as school books, where thete is such a gi^t Irant ef Works of eve^ 
kind in me Temacular language. )»» 

3. It has not yet been found possible to induce the Rajpoots of otiier tribei^ 
in giving their daughters in niarriage to the Jharejas, to insist b^Brefaand on a 
stipulation being made for the preservation of the finnale offspring, the diffi- 
culty, doubtless, being to prevail upon all the Chiefb with whom the Jhany'i& 
intermarry, to combine in the introduction of a measure of the kind, olr to 
persuade one or two of the most influential of them to originate it, triiieh din 
scarcely, of course, be expected, unless they cab get all the others to join in thb 
agreement. I shall not, however, lose sight of the Wishes of Gtovemnient On 
this point. In the returns how forwarded, ^en if they could be implicitljr 
relied on, there does notap^r anything in th^roportion of fetnales to males, 
in any particular Talookas, to call for rewards of any kind to the Chiefs ; but 
I thhik it is vi-iy desirable that presents should again be conferred by Go- 
vernment oh the Jharejas who have, to all appearance, if we may judge from 
the number of female children they have preserved, renounced the practice of 
Infhnticide entirely. Mr. Willoughby, in his letter of the 24th September 
1834, included in his recoiumendation for rewards all the Jharejas who had at 
that time two daughters living. There were then only two Jharejas with four 
female children, thirteen with three, and eighty with two each. I fihd, how- 
ever, that there are now two Jharejas with five daughters each (there were 
three, but one of them lately lost a married daughter), nineteen with four, and 
one hundred and five with {hree.|f I would, therefore, propose that the 
rewards on the present occasion shcyild be confined to those with four 
daughters ahd upwards, and that they should amount to Rs. 300 to each, the 
rate recohxmended by Mr. Willoughby. This would cause an expenditurU 
of upwards of Rs. 6,000, but the Infimticide Fund can well idmit Of it, 
and I humbly conceive that the amount would be most nSbiully etpended, 
as showing, that while Government was not slow to puffish those triio violated 
their In&nticide ei^agements, it is equally desitOus to mark with its approbd- 
tion those who appear to have distinguished theibselvei by a strict adherence 
to tikem. Should it be considered proper to confer some slight mark of 
distinctioh on the Jharejas who have three daughters alive, a present of clothea 
for tliemdrives or for their daughters tvould perhaps be the most ap(»opriatB 
ffiode 6f ddbg so, at a moderath exjiense ; but as the least sum that would 
be re<;^i!ed for eadf would be Rs. SO, and this would dcaredy Sttfflee wMe 
dothes to be p&idmsed anditteBentedto tlfofitflteb fot ilM i iitft 


* JhWtfttVfMrffiifhtMeseh. 
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it would cauaa an additional ezpenditora of between Be. 6,000 and Be. 6,000. 
The state of the In&nticide Fund, however, is so flonrishing; that Government 
may perhaps be pleased to sanction this likewise. 

4. I am hap|yy to be able on this occasion to report, ihat the continued 
endeavours of my predecessor, to enlist the Chie6 of the province in the cause 
of education, were crowned, before his departure, with as complete success as 
could well be desired, in as far at least as relates to their subscribihg for the 
establishment of a superior school at Rajkot, with the view of introducing 
a better system of education throughout the province generally. As is known 
to Government, many letters had been written to the different Chiefs both by 
Mr. Malet and bis predecessors, but with little, if any, effect. On visiting 
Nowanuggur, however, in November last, Mr. Malet spoke to his Highness 
the Jam on the subject, and persuaded him to consent to an annual subscrip- 
tion, at the rate of one per cent, on bis tribute. He then addressed letters to 
the other principal Chiefe, infomung them of the good example which had 
been set by the Jam, and calling upon them to follow it. This was imme- 
diately done by His HighnesAhe Nuwab of Joonagur, who, in consideration 
of his rank and the smaller amount of tribute paid by him, agreed to subscribe 
at the rate of two per cent. The Raja of Drangdra likewise speedily responded 
to the call, and circulars were afterwards written by Mr. Malet to all the 
remaining Chiefs and Talookdars in the province. The whole of those who 
have yet sent replies have agreed to the plan of giving one per cent, on their 
tribute, except the Thakoor of Bhownuggur, who wrote in reply that he 
had formerly proposed to give one rupee for each day of the year, but 
his Karbaree had not forwarded his letter, and that he would now reserve 
the point for discussion with Mr. Malet, when he met him, as he had' a number 
of grievances connected with the introduction of certain new regulations into 
his capital to< complain of. I received this letter shortly after Mr. Malet’s 
departure, and wrote, in reply, urging him to follpw4he example which bad been 
set by so many of the other Chiefs, and 1 1^ hoped, ere this, to have received 
the Thakoor’s reply agreeing to do so, which I ^ve no doubt will eventually 
be sent. In the mean time, however, I beg to submit a statement* showing 
the names of the several Chieft and Talookdars from whom replies have 
been received up to tb) jR'esent time, and specifying the amount of tribute paid 
by each, and ^eir respective subscriptions for the general improvement of 
education in Kattywar, calculated upon it 

5. It vnll be observed from this statement, that the sum already subscrib- 
ed is Bs. 4,398-13-1 per annum ; and, if all the other Chiefs and Talookdars 
agree to the same arrangemtsn^ which tiiere is every prospect of their doing, 
the amount realised durio|P the year from this source will be between nine and 
ten thousand Company’s rupees. < Mr. Malet did not address-the Amrelee and 
OUwrandul Komavis&m^ considering that Government would doubtless pie- 


* Oaittsd from tUs (Msetian. 
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kt applying to His Highness the Gaekwar through the Resident at Baroda. 
It is not^ I hope^ too much to expect that His Highness will readily follow the 
example of His Highness the ^uwab of Joonagur, in the higher rate than 
th^ other tributaries which he has agreed to pay on his tribute^ and grant two 
per cent, from the whole of his receipts from Katty war for the improvement 
of the system of education throughout the province, in which case, if our 
Governmiltnt would be graciously pleased to do the same (and it is surely not 
too much to ask for such a graad object), it would at once swell the fiinds 
available for this purpose to upwards of Rs. 30,000 a year. 

6. With so gratifying a prospect before us, as far as the funds required are 
concerned, it is desirable that no time should be lost in commencing the 
erection of a capacious and handsome schooMiouse at Rajkot ; and on this 
point, therefore, I shall feel obliged by your obtaining for me the instructions 
of the Honorable Board as to the amount which it is considered proper to 
expend upon the building, and the plan of the college or school in Bombay, 
or elsewhere, best adapted to the purpose, on which it would be advisable to 
erect it. I hope, likewise, that early instructiAis will be issued to the proper 
authorities at the Presidency for the selection of the fittest man that can bo 
found for the situation of head Guzerathee master, and of fully qualified men 
for those of Guzerathee teachers in different departments. With such ample 
funds, the establishment of a good English school, undef a thoroughly 
qualified European master, may probably be eventually contemplated by 
Government ; but I am myself humbly of opinion that our first efforts should 
be confined to the introduction of the best possible system of vernacular 
education throughout the province ; and with this object, altliough I would, 
of course, have the head school at Rajkot, I humbly conceive it would be 
necessary to establish branch schools, all of them under teachers educated in 
Bombay, at the most central places in different parts of the province ; to 
afford to all desirous of securing for their children a thoroughly good verna- 
cular education the opportunity o^sending them to one of these schools, from 
which they could afterwards be sent to the head school at Rajkot, if desirous 
of prosecuting their studies in the higher and more difficult branches, instruc** 
tion in which would necessarily be*confined in a great measure to the Rajkot 
school. All these branch schools would, of course, be under the entire control 
of the head master at Rajkot, and it would form an important part of bis duty 
to visit them as frequently as possible, and to select from each the most able 
youths for farther instruction at Rajkot, provided their parents were willing to 
send them there, for the greater encouragement to which it may hereafter be 
advisable to allot a limited number of scholarships to the Rajkot school. As 
regards an English school, in the present low state of education in Kattywar, 
I doubt not, many might be induced to attend it for a time, but few, 1 fear, would 
be likel]f to remain longendugh to obtain more than OKWUl^ring.of English ; 
whereas the same period spent in attendance at a thoroughly efficient vernacular 
school would suffice for attainment of )i^tolend)le education in their awn 
846 4 
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language, and impart to those who had the time and inclination to prosecute 
tlieir studies further a taste for cultivating the higher branches of knowledge, 
so far as they could be taught from Guzerathee works. I am aware that the 
great want of these forms at present a serbus objection to confining our effotfs 
to vernacular education alone, but this seems only to make it the more 
incumbent upon us to adopt some more efficacious measures to obtain a supply 
of the necessary works on different subjects in the vernacular languid of the 
country, since the education of the great masg of the people, in any language 
but their own, seems, to my humble judgment, altc^ether impossible. 

7. I offer these observations, howeyer, with much diffidence, as it seemed 
necessary, without delay, to allude to the several points connected with the 
introduction of a new system of education into Kattywar, which are deserving 
of the maturest consideration of Government. The two schoolmasters who 
have now been at Rajkot for so many years, although educated in Bombay, 
appear scarcely to have produced tlie slightest impression, so that, if the ver- 
nacular system is to be adopted, for the present at least it must be evident 
that everything will depend on the head schoolmaster who may be selected 
being a very superior man in every respect ; and no expense, therefore, should 
be spared in securing the services of the best man available for the duty in 
Bombay, as well as those of the best qualified subordinate teachers in the 
different branclfes of education. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar PoUtieal Agency, Rajkot, 25th Atyiut 1846. 

P.S.— I find that among the Jetwas 'there are four with three female children 
each, and thirteen with two, and among the Soomras one with five daughters, 
two with four, thirteen with three, and* thirty .vith two each ; and shall feel 
obliged by your obtaining the instructions of Government for me, whether 
any rewards, sanctioned for the Jharejas, should not be extended to the Jetwas 
and Soomras who have preserved the same' number of female children. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Acting Political Agent. 



Coutu of the Jitaa Popula^on in Kattyvaasr, for the F«ar 1845 . 
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Census of the Jkarga PoptJationJin 


No. 


Talookas. 


Nowanuggur . . 

Moorvec 

Dhcrol Surufdur 
Rajkot Sirdhar . 
Gondul Dhorajee. . 
Kotra Sangance 
Vecrpoor Khurerec. 

Drappa 

Maliia 

Jhallia Dewanee 
Khurcesra .... 

Lodeeka 

Gowrccdur .... 

Shahpoor 

Rajpoora 

Menmee 

Bha£iira 


Satodur Wowrce . • 
Mooleeladerec .... 

Gutka 

Kotaria 

Paal 

Seesang Chandlee. . 
Kotra Njajee .... 

Veerwa 

Mowa 

Kaksiajlee .... I . 

Wudalee 

Wankaneer 

Hiilwud Drangdra. 

Total. . . . 


Malbs. 


1 

1 




A. D. 

1845. 




Bom 

^ 9 

|l 

8 ;g 

Total. 

Deduct* 

Balance. 

Died. 


Total 

Above 
.16 Yean 
of Age. 

Under 

1 16 Years 
of Age. 

3645 

iP 

29 

3,823 

m 


76 

2,212 


518 

He 

10 

538 

B 


u 

311 

■Rlfl 

426 

3C 

23 

479 

K 


11 

253 


67 

2 

[ 

69 

1 

7 

8 

34 

mmfrm 

505 

l£ 

2 

522 

14 

6 

H 

291 

211 

65 

2 

1 

69 

1 

. . 

1 

41 

27 

96 


• • 

96 

, , 

• • 

. 

65 

31 

181 

9 

.. 

190 

11 

1 

12 

102 

76 

61 

1 

1 

63 



5 

39 

19 

51 

1 

1 

53 



2 

.33 

18 

61 

1 


62 


. . 

, , 

37 

25 

45 

2 

. . 

47 


. , 

, , 

24 

23 ♦ 

20 

1 

3 

24 

1 

• • 

] 

15 

8 

22 


1 

23 


. . 

• • 

13 

10 

44 


1 

45 

1 


1 

22 

22 

29 



29 



• , 

15 

14 

8 

1 

• • 

9 



, , 

4 

5 

124 


‘ 10 

137 

3 

2 

5 

86 

46 

130 


11* 

144 


, , 

, , 

93 

«i 

26 

2 

• 1 

29 


, , 


14 

15 

11 

2 

• m 

. 13 

1 

. , 

1 

4 

8 

14 

1 

• « 

15 


, , 

, , 

7 

8 

77 

2 

• • 

79 


• • 

, , 

53 

26 

52 

, 2 

• • At 

54 


1 

1 

30 

23 

2 



2 



. • 

2 

, , 

^ 9 

1 


10 



• . 

6 

4 

8 



8 


. , 

• , 

5 

3 

8 


• • 

8 


a • 

. . 

8 


8 

1 

1 

10 


• • 

• . 

5 

5 

117 

8 

7 

132 

5 


5 

61 

66 

6,430 

250 

102 

6,782 

117 

48 

165 

3,885 

2,732 
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Females. 

A. D. 1845. 

‘oseaiasd 

. eo 1 eo 

•aroejoai 

00 0 . 1 0 

*ooii 8 xvg; 

<0 ip 0 

p-H PH ^ 

PH 

pH 

tX 

Deduct. 

•Wox 

GO 04 Ip 

0 

9^ 

•Xjtunoo 8 !x? ^ 

. 04 

04 

1 Twia 

04 . IP 


*p 0 ia puv lUOQ 

e • 

" 

•moje 

iimm 

f-H 

00 

pH 

•9WX anjjnp 
nioopix »<B Qt SmiHSM 

CO 04 

Ip 

*iuos 

00 04 04 

04 

pH 

•twi *»n«» W9A ioj woj, 

mmi 

40 

p- 

Hales. 

i 

•dWQJaOQ 

• CO • 

• 

CO 

•39B9I0ni 

00 » ^ 

Oi 

Balance. 

•mOiL 

244 

42 

92 

00 

CO 

•oixip Japan 

Ip ri» 00 

0 •-< eo 

tx* 

Ip 

pH 

•o^v JO WTO A. 91 oAoqy 

o> oe 

CO 04 Ip 

pH 

5 

04 

pH 

P 

< 



3 

11 

3 

t>. 

pH 

1 

'Xjyunoo 991 

• • 

0 

pH 


•wa 

CO •-< CO 

B 


im 

Ip 

Oi 

CO 


•9Wl iSupnp miooi 
-«X vj JSajpitai i[M 8 x 

tp 00 »-« . 

€0 

pH 

•luda 

• CO 

0 

pH 

1 

•rJBr*0IP09 *»A WB WOil 1 

40 IP PH 

g ^ a 

04 

CO 

w 

2 

^ s 

1 

Nowanuggnr 

Moorree .. 

DhAol Snrnfdor .... 

Total. . 

' 'jsqoniii 

nmnnn^iingmm 


















































THfe PllOTlirCB OF OmtBIUT. 


PounoAii DBFijKnnmr. 

From A. Maibt, Esq., Secretary to Govemmeat, Bombay, 

To Captain W. Lamo, Political Agent in Kattywar. * 

• Dated 26tA Fehmary 1847. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable the Gormnor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 26th August last, No. 193, submitting 
a report, for the year 1845, on Female Infanticide in the province of Kattywar, 
and forwarding the following five returns > 

1. A census of the Jhareja' population of the province of Kattywar 

for the year 1846. 

2. A census of the Jetwa population of Kattywar for 1845. 

3. A census of the Soomra population of Kattywar for 1845. 

4. * A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infimticide 

Fund during the year 1845. . 

5. * A statement of the subscriptions agreed to by the Chiefs in Kattywar 

for the support of on educational institution in that province. 

2. The three first statements show the following results, on comparison 
witli similar returns for former years - 


Caste. 

No. of Male Populatioii. 

|no. of Female Po] 

pulation 

1845. 

184S. 

1643. 

1644. 

1645. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844 

Jhareja . . . 

6129 

6176 

6430 

6617 

1841 

1959 

2176 

2334 

Jetwa .... 

153 

153 

154 

157 

52 

53 

57 

60 

Soomra . . . 

^51 

364 

372 

378 

141 

157 

164 

171 


3^ The Governor in Council considers this comparison to be very satis- 
factory, showing, as it does, an increase in the number of females in the three 
tribes, and it is presumed that you must have been led by misconception to the 
conclusion, expressed in your 1st paragraph, that “ the Jhareja census is not 
so favourable,” since, although the increase of female children (169, not 166 as 
stated by you) is less than the male, still the proportion is in advance of the 
three preceding years, as shown below : — * 

The proportion of male to female children was 

In 1842, as 3| to I In 1844, as 2fi’to 1, and 

In 1843, as 3i to 1 In 1845, as 2| to 1 

A result which must be considered as most satisfactory. 

4. It however apppirs probable, from the circumstances reported in your 
1st paragraph, that concealment of the birth of children still continues to be 
practised in some of the Talookas ; but it is to be bqi^ that the judicious 

* Omitted from this Selection i vide BotM at psges 649 and 652. 
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measures you have adopted to ascertain whether such is the fact will result in 
the ascertainment of the real state of the case. 

5. The information communicated in the first part of your 2nd paragraph 
would be highly satisfactory, were it certain that the censor had exerted him- 
self in a manner calculated to be successful in eliciting information on the 
subject of Infanticide, since the period cannot yet have arrived for the crime 
to be held in such abhorrence that those persons who alone from position and 
connexion would be cognisant of it would willingly denounce it. 

6. With reference to the latter part of' your 2nd paragraph, I am directed 
to inform you that the essay on Infanticide by Bhow Dajee is now in a 
condensed form being printed for circulation in Kattywar. The Governor in 
Council is not, therefore, disposed at present to do more, but the subject will be 
considered at a future period. 

7. It is gratifying to Government to find that there are now so many more 
female children in the families of the Jharejas than there were in 1834. 

8. As the Infanticide Fund can well bear the expense, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council is pleased to sanction the rewards suggested in the latter 
part of your 3rd paragraph and in the postscript of your letter, namely 
Rs. 300 to each family with four daughters and upwards, and Rs. 50 to each 
family in which there may be three daughters, the parents having the option 
of receiving the amount either in clothes or money. 

9. It is very satisfactory to Government to find that the subscription of the 
Chiefs in Kattywar towards the establishment of an educational institution in 
that province had increased to Rs. 4,398-13-1 per annum. The Governor in 
Council requests that you will continue to use your utmost endeavours to 
induce all the Chiefs in the province to contribute towards this desirable 
object, in which case a yearly revenue of above Rs. 9,000 may be anticipated 
from this source alone ; and as it is probable that other wealthy Natives will 
contribute, it is to be hoped that ere long between ten and eleven thousand 
rupees per annum will be available for educational purposes. 

10. I am directed to transmit for your information a copy of my letter of 
this date to the Officiating Resident at Baroda, from which you will perceive 
that Mr. Andrews has been instructed to^ommunicate with His Highness the 
Gaekwar on this sublet, with the view of inducing His Highness to contri- 
bute one per cent, on all his receipts from Kattywar towards the support of 
the proposed institution. In the mean time a reference has been made to the 
Board of Education, to ascertain what assistance it will be able to furnish in 
the way of books and of qualified teachers for a vernacular school. 

11. As it is desirable that distinct subjects should be brought before 
Government in separateflbtters, I am instructed to request that, in your future 
OCMj^espondence, you will keepNthat of education distinct irom Infanticide. . 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

" (Signed) A. Malbt, 

Bomhaj/ Castle, Hdth February 1847. * Secretary to Government. 



THB PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


661 

Minute by the Honorable Mr. Willoughby, Meml^er of Council^ JlS^bayp 
‘ concurred in by the Board, dated the 2Ath March 1848, reviewing the 
Kattywar Infanticide Report for the Year 1846, 

JVith the accompanying Infanticide Report* for Kattywar, for the year 
1846, Major Lang, the Political Agent in that province, has forwarded the 
following returns connected with this subject : — 

Itf^. — Tables showing the census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu- 
lation in Kattywar, at the close of the year 1846. 

2nd. — Abstract tables of ditto ditto ditto. 

Zrd. — Comparative tables of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population in 
Kattywar, during the years 1844-45, 1845-46, and 1846-47. 

Ath. — Tables showing the different ages of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
population at the close of the year 1846. 
bth. — Returns showing the number of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
population in Kattywar, of each sex, 'from 10 yearn to 1 year old, as the 
same stood on the Slst December 1846. 

6th. — Statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund, 
from the Ist January to the Slst December 1846. 

1th. — A staioment showing that between the 29th July and the 28th 
December 1847, rewards, amounting in the aggregate to the sum of 
Rs. 16,450, were granted by Government amongst 120 Jharejas, 1 Jetwa, 
and 18 Soomras, for preserving their daughters. 

2. The hist of the above returns, as compared with former statements, 
exhibits the following result: — 



1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

1845. 

1 1846. 

Caate. 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

N(f.of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


Popula- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Popiila- 

tftn. 

Popula- 

Popu>a- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Popu- 


tion. 

tion. 

tion. 

tion. 

tiou. 

tion. 

tion. 

tion. 

latlon. 

Jhareja. . 

6129 

1841 

6176 


6430 

2175 

6617 

2334 

6601 

2429 

Jetwa . . 

153 

51 

1.53 

53 

154 

57 

157 


160 

75 

Soomra . . 

351 

141 

3G4 

157* 

372 

164 

378 

171 

382 

199 


3. The above table gives the proportionate per-centage noted in the margin 

of females to males during the five 
years therein specified. These results 
exhibit during each year a steady 
and satisfactory increase in the 
female portion of these tribes, and 
afford cause for congratulation at 
the very beneficial results which 


Tears. 

Jhanjas. 

Jetwae. 

Soomraa. 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 
1840 

SO percent. 

33A per cent 
84J „ 

87, » 

» 

n • » 

40^ per cent. 

444 ** 


* Dated the <60ch December 1847. This report and ita aocompanying atatementa are 
OButted, the aabstoiice being contained in the above Minute. 

85 G 
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have attended the measures adopted by Government for the suppression of 
Female Infanticide in Kattywar. 

4. The return marked B shows the number of female children in each of 
the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra families^ to have been as follows at tlie clos^ of 
the year 1846 : — 


Having 1 Having 2 Having 3 Having 4 Having 3 Having G 

Tribe. Daughter Daughters Daughters Daughters Daughters Daughters 

> alive. alive. alive. alive. alive. alive. 


•Brnreja 1172 397 113 27 2 1 

Jetwa 25 16 6 

Soomra 63 35 11 2 5 1. 


5. From Statement G it appears that the proportion of unmarried and 
unbetrothed to married females, of these tribes, was as follows at the close of 
tlie year 1846 : — 


Tribe. 

Total 
No. of 
Females. | 

Married 

and 

Widows. 

Betrothed. 

Unbe- 

trothed. 

Jhareja 

.. 2429 

627 

298 

1504 

Jetwa 

75 

16 

18 

41 

Soonira 

199 

58 

29 

112 


6. The great proportional increase in the number of female Jhareja children 
from 10 years old and under, alive at the close of the year 1846 (vide Table 
E), as compared with the numbers of the same age ascertained to be alive in 
the year 1834, is in the highest degree satisfactory: Major Lang, however, 
expresses a doubt whether the census fop the year 1846 can be relied on with 
sufficient confidence to admit of a coRiparison being drawn for former years. 

IJoder Under Under Under ^der Under Under Under Under Under 

10 yearH| 0 yeurs 8 yearn 7 yean 8 years 6 yean 4 years 8 years 8 years 1 year 
Years. of age. of age. of age. of oge. of age. of age. of age. ofoge. ofoge. of age. 

M. P. M. P. H. P. M. P, M. P. | M. P. M. P. H. P. 

1834. 13S| 33' 41 00| 76| 43| 83l 36| 80| SSllIS 40'108! 3Sll03| 46|l30| 44 

1840. 1431100,131 113|122| 83|ll0|l88|l30|818|l77|l34 14d8l0|l88!818|s03|l60 171 

Increase .. 30| 78,' 00| 83{ S6| 30| 67 0C|l83|l89|l84| 36106!l08|l47|815|807 60187 

7. As compared with the returns for former years, the errors in the census 
for the year 1846, if an|L are, 1 am inclined to believe, but trifling : as flir, there- 
fore, as the results abofe shown can be relied on, the number of male children 
from 10 years of age and under amounted in 1834 to 979, and the female to 
394. At t^e close of the year 1846, being an interval of twelve years, the male 
children between the same ages had increased from 979 to i,764, and the 
female from 394 to 1,503. The female children from the age of ten downwards 
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bore in 1834 the proportions of about 40 per cent, to the malOi while in 1846 
this per-centage had increased to 86. 

8. The enclosure marked 6 is a list of persons to whom rewards have been 
granted by Government for having preserved their daughters. These rewards 
were ordered to be bestowed in the Government letter of the 26th February 
1847, at the rate of Rs. 300 to each Jhareja, Jetwa, or Soomra family with 
four daughters and upwards, and Rs. 50 to each family with three daughters* 
The sum already expended on this account has amounted to Rs. 16,450, and 
Major Lang states that Rs. 2,150 more will still be required, if all the heads of 
the families entitled to receive the rewards accept of them. The amount already 
expended on this account, and the further sum required, should be sanctioned,, 
and Major Lang should be informed that the course he adopted while distri- 
buting these presents, as reported in his 3rd paragraph, was judicious, and is 
approved by Government. 

9. The balance in favour of the Infanticide Fund at the close of 1845 
amounted to the sum of Rs. 1,25,713-3-10, and the receipts during, the year 
1846 amounted to Rs* 8,899-1-3, making the total balance at the close of l8l6 
Rs. 1,34,612-5-1 ; deducting from this amount the cost of the Infanticide 
establishment « Rs. 833-14-5), the assistance afforded to Jharejas to meet the 
marriage expenses of their daughters (Rs. 1,186*5-6), and the presents alluded 
to in the preceding paragraph (Rs. 16,460), the sum of Rs. 1,17,142-1-2 re- 
mained to the credit of the Fund at the close of the year 1847. One lakh of 
this amount has, under instructions issued by Government in April 1847, been 
vested in the five per cent, loan, the interest being applied for educational pur- 
poses in Kattywar. 

10. With reference to the disproportion pointed out (paragraph 7) in the 
number of births among the Jhareja and^Soomra population as compared with 
the Jetwa, Major Lang should cautipn the censors to be most careful in their 
method of obtaining information, or inaccuracies will inevitably creep into the 
returns, which will greatly detract /rom their value. 

11. In the 10th paragraph Major Lang states : — ** There has been no accu- 
sation of Infanticide made against any of these tribes during the year under 
review, nor has the censor, in the course of bis six months’ tour through the 
whole of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra Talookas, heard of any person having 
been suspected of the crime.” This information is very satis&ctory. 

12. With reference to pai*agraph 11, Major Lang may be referred to the 
Government letter to his address of the 20th January last, forwarding to him,i 
for distribution in Kattywar, a large number of copies of the essay on Infanti- 
cide lately published. Major Lang may be informed, that we are about to> 
issue a 'notification inviting the production of further essays on this subject. 

13. The Infanticide establishment may, as recommended in paragraph 12, 

be paid from the 1st January 1848, in the Company’s rupee, without any deduc- 
tion on account of exchange. (Signed) J. P. Willoughby. 

G. Clerk. 

L. R. Reiil 


24t&ifarcA1848. 
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Political Department. 

From Captain W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, Esq.» Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 30<A December 1848.* 

Sir, — I have the honour herewith to forward the usual census returns* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for the year 1847, together 
with the account current, required to accompany it, of the receipts and dis- 
bursements of the Infanticide Fund during the same period. 

2. The Jhareja returns show an increase of the male population of 259, 
with a decrease of 16, the former being in seventeen Talookas, and the 
latter in five. The increase of females is 352 in twenty>three Talookas, and 
the decrease 2 in two. The number of males born is 217, and of females 
192. The remainder of the increase shown in these returns consists of the 
males and females who are stated to be newly residing in the several Taloo- 
kas,” and who amount to the large number of 263 males, and 245 females. 
iQirriiB, either of male or female children, however, are shown in every one of 
the^hirty Talookas comprised in these returns, and in most of them of both, 
twenty of them showing sons born, and twenty-six out of the thirty daughters. 

3. The number of new residents shown in these returns is so great when 
compared with those for former years as to excite some doubt whether mis- 
takes may not have been committed in the registry ; and the number of females 
amounting so nearly to that of males, there being only a difference of eighteen, 
affords still stronger ground for suspicion, inasmuch as the wives and mothers 
of the new residents ought not of course to be counted, and, if we make due 
allowance for these, the preponderance of daughters over sons amongst them 
must be greater than is almost possible. The second censor was employed 
from the beginning of the present year^ and a number of families have been 
discovered in ^ost of the Talookas who w/;re not included in former returns. 
Many of these have been included in thp censur^ now submitted, and this satis- 
factorily accounts %r some increase ; but I have impressed on both the censors 
the necessity of more particular inquiry during their next tour. 

4. The Jetwa census shows 10 males born and 8 females, during the year 
under review. The inci^ase from newly discovered or newly arrived families 
of this tribe is likewise very great, adding to the return 75 males and 38 
females ; but the comparative numbers of the two sexes are more in proportion 
to what we might expect. The net increase of this portion of the Rajpoot 
population of the province is 68 males and 41 females, without any decrease in 
any of the Talookas in which they reside. 

5. The returns of tfa|^ Soomra tribe show 14 sons and 10 daughters 
bom, and also a large in^ease of new residents, amounting to 44 males 
and 46 females, and give a net increase of 37 males in the Nowanuggur 
and Dherol 'Ifalookas, and a decrease of 8 in that of Moorvee, with an 
increase of 59 females in all the three Talookas. The equality of the 

* These returns are omitted, thdr suhstsace being embodied in this report, and in the Go- 
vemmentr^ly dated the 2nd lllareh 1849. 
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numbers of both sexes newly entered in the census of this tribe is not so much 
to be wondered at, as the families intermarry, and all the females might there- 
fore properly be included. The whole of this increase, however, both in the 
Jeiwa and Soomra tribes, as well as in the Jhareja, will be further tested when 
the censors proceed on their tours during the ensuing year, which I made 
them perform this year quite separately, and shall continue to do. 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a total amount of 
receipts of Rs. 2,369-6-2, but this includes Rs. 347-3-6 on account of antici- 
pated interest on the lakh of rupees invested in the five per cent loan, which 
ought not to have appeared in this account, and has since been transferred 
to the Education Fund. The disbursements are Rs. 15,450 on account of 
presents to those having three daughters and upwards, as sanctioned by 
Government ; Rs. 5,062-5-0 for assistance to fourteen Jharejas to defray the 
expenses of marrying their daughters (Rs. 1,000 of which, having only been 
given on loan, will be refunded as agreed upon), and Rs. 876-8-5 on account of 
establishment, making a total of Rs. 21,388-13-5 ; and the balance left in fiivour 
of the Fund is Rs. 13,572-9-11, after deducting the amount of the abovemeii- 
tioned investment on account of education. 

7. There ^ ave been no accusations of Infanticide during the year under 

review, nor has either of the censors during his tour heard of any cases 
being suspected. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency^ Camp Wamwur^ 20th Pec. 1848. 

Political Department. 

From A. M alet. Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

* Dated 2nd March 1849. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Riglit Honorable the Govemdtl^in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 181, dated the 30th December last, 
submitting a report on Infanticide* in Kattywar during the year 1847, accom- 
panied by a census of the Jhareja, Jetwa,and Soomra population of that province, 
and a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the In&nticide Fund. 

2. In reply, I am desired to observe, that the table entered below exhibits 
a comparison of the census return for the year of report, with the returns of 
the three preceding years : — 




1843. 

1844. 

1845. 1840. 

1847. 




s i 

li 

•S 8 


Tribe. 

4* 

h 

•Si 

-1 

ii ii 


Jharqa 
Jetwa . 
Soomra 


|6176i 959 i430 2175|66i;|2334|66012429 
153i 53 154 57 15^ 60i 169 75 
364 157 372 164 378 171 38^ 199 

684412779 
2371 116 
411 248 
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3. The per*centage at the time of report of females to males, deduced from 
the above table, is — 


Years. 

Jharqja. 

Jetwa. 

Soomra. 

1843 .. 

31 1^0 percent. 

34f 

per cent. 

43iV per cent. 

1844 .. 

33* 

37 

>9 

44-^ „ 

184j .. 

35A „ 

38^ 

99 

45* 

1846 .. 

3«t^ „ 

44} 

99 

52iV ,, 

1847 .. 

40i 

44 

99 

60* 


4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council, however, perceives that 
you entertain very considerable doubts as to whether errors have not been 
committed by the censors in their returns, and trust that you will, with this 
impression, adopt whatever measures may occur to you as best adapted for 
preventing inaccuracies in the returns for future years. 

5. Making, however, a due allowance for the present returns not being in 
every respect to be implicitly relied upon, the general results now reported de- 
monstrate the very beneficial effects that have attended the measures so judi- 
ciously and vigorously carried out by the Honorable Mr. Willoughby for the 
suppression of Female Infanticide, during the period when he was formerly in 
political charge of the province of Katty war. 

6. The intimation contained in the last paragraph of your letter, that there 
have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year under review, and 
that neither of the censors during his tour had heard of any cases being 
suspected, is highly gratifying, as showing the efficacy of the measures which 
have been adopted in the province of Kattywar for the extinction of that 

revolting crime, ^ 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

c 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle, Jind March 1849. ^ Chief Secretary. 

Political Department. 

From Major W. Lii^o, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, El^., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 22nd Becember 1849. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward herewith the usual annual returns of the 
Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of this province for the year 1848, 
together with the account current required to be submitted with these state- 
ments, showing the receipt and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund during 
the same period. ^ 

3. The Jhareja census shows a total of 304 male children born, stsid 261. 
female ; the Soomra 25 of each sex ; and the Jetwa 11 males and 12 females. 
The total increase of Jhareja males is 460, with a decrease of»48 ; and of 
females 332, and 21 respectively. That of Soomras 55 males and 60 females, 
with no decrease of either sex ; and that of Jetwas 19 males and 17 females, with 
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a decrease of one female. There is stilh thereforci some dieproportion in the 
number of Jhareja daughters bom to that of sons, hut in every other respect 
I doubt not these returns will be considered satisfactory,* as far they can be 
expended on. 

3. The number of Jhareja males newly entered in these statements is 446, 
and of Jhareja females 202 ; that of Soomras 32 of the former, and 35 of the 
latter ; and that of Jetwas 16 males and 10 females. It will be seen, however, 
that a great many Talbokas have been added to the Jhareja returns, which 
accounts for a good deal of this increased population of that tribe, and the 
proportion of females to males is not greater than might be expected, when it is 
borne in mind that the sisters, as well as the daughters of all newly discovered 
Jharejas, are entered in the census. It will also be observed that lod Jhareja 
males and 49 females are shown to have left the several Talookas during the 
year, and 6 Jetwa males and 3 females, but none of the Soomra tribe. Every 
care has been taken to render these returits as correct as possible, and this will 
be continued ; but 1 regret to have to report that the second censor died in 
May last, and I have not yet been able satisfactorily to supply his place. 

4. The amount on the credit side of the Infanticide Fund account is 
Rs. 17,397-7'3, including the former balance of Rs. 13,672-9-11. The dis- 
bursements are Rs. 3,875 for assistance to twenty Jharejas in defraying the 
expenses of their daughters’ marriages ; Rs. 1,100 for rewards to two Jharejas, 
for preserving four daughters each, and to ten for having three daughters each 
alive; and Rs. 1,580-7-6 on account of establishment, making a total of 
Rs. 6,555-7-6, and leaving a balance in favour of the Infanticide Fund of 
Rs. 10,841-15-9 at the end of the year under review. 

5. There were no accusations of Infanticide brought to the notice of either 
of the censors during the year now reported on, but information was lately 
given of a suspicious case of the birtK of twin daughters several years ago 
to Jhareja Dajee Wajerajee, of the village of Pilooree, in the M6orvee Talooka, 
and their death immediately afterwards without any report having been made of 
the circumstance. The informer has a claim for some land in the tillage, 
which has led to considerable enmity between him and the Grasia, who is also 
involved in a dispute at present wMi the Moorvee authorities. There are dis- 
crepancies, however, in the accounts given by the Grasia and his wife, and 
others, about the birth and death of these children, and no report on the subject 
appears ever to have been received at Rajkot. The weight due to this circum- 
stance, however, will depend materially on the time when it occurred, about 
which the statements of the informer and the Grasia differ by several years. 
Further inquiry is therefore necessary, which will be carefully held by my 
Assistant, Mr. Barr, on the spot, and as the Grasia has preserved two other 
daughters, 1 trust the suspicion against him will be satisfoctorily cleared up. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) W. Lang, Political Agent. 

Kattymr Political Ageneyt Camp Purdhuree, 22nd Dec. 1849 . 
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Kattywar^ for the Year 1848 . 



































Census of the Soomra Population in Kattywar^for the Year 1848 . 


. 4^70 


StrppRESSIOK OF INFANTICIDE IN 



Total. ... 41 1 25 32; 468 q . 2 268 198 466 55 . . 248 25 35 308 ..... 308 60 












































Camts of the Jetwa Population in Katlpusar, for the Year 1848 . 
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MtniUe hy the Honorable Mr. WiLLOuaHBY, eonewrred in hy the Honorable 
Mr, BiiAne, dated 18lA June 1850. 

1. The accompanying report from Major Lang, on Infanticide in the pro*- 
vince of Kattywar during the y^ 1848, is accompanied by the usual returns, 
namely, — 

1st. — A census (for the year 1848) of the Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa 
population ; and 

2nd . — A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund (during the year 1848). 

2. During the year of report the ascertained male and female births bore 
the following proportions : — 


Tribe. 

MalcfK 

Females. 

Preponderance 
of Males over 
Females. 

Jhareja .... 

304 

261 

43 

Soomra .... 

25 

25 

None. 

Jetwa 

11 

12 

Do. 


3. The first of these returns, as comjmred with the five years preceding, 
exhibits the following results : — 


1643. 1844. 1846. 


1846. 1847. 1848. 


Tribe. 


Jhareja 

Soomra 

Jetwa 



4. The proporticriate per>centage of females to males, deduced from the 
above table, is as under : — 


Years. 

Jhav^jas* 

Soomras. 

Jetwas. 

1843 .. 

31 -Aditir cent. 

43]^ per cent. 

34f per cent* 

1844 .. 

33t* „ 

44* 

99 

37 

1845 . . 


45f 

99 

381 . „ 

1846 . . 

361- 

52tV 

99 

44f 

1847 . . 

m 99 

601 

99 

44 

1848.. 

m 99 

66* 

0 

99 

61i 
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5. These rdnilts Are very satisfoctoiy, as eihilntiog a steadily progressii^' 
increase in the female as compared with the male pq>ulation oi^Kat^rWar. 

6. The expenditure of the Infantidde Fond during the year of r^rC 
aipounted to the sum of Rs. 6,655-7-6, the balance to the credit of the Fuitd 
being Rs.‘ 10,841-15-9, independently of one lahh of rupees being vested in tbo' 
five per cent, loan for educational purposes in Kattywar. 

7. The restUt of Mr. Barr’s subsequent investigafion into the imputation ' 
of twin daughters of Jhareja Dajee, of Pilooree, having died under suspicious 
circumstances shortly after their birth, alluded to in the last paragraph of the 
report, has shown that there were no grounds for the allegation. 

(Signed) J. P. WiUiOvohby. 

D. A. BnaNB. 

PoLITlCAJi DBPABTMENT. 

From Major W. Lanq, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malbt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

. Camp Dtwlya, diet DeeeuSttr 1850. 

Sir, — I have the honour herewith to submit the usual census of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for 1849, together with the 
other returns required triennially, which are likewise due this year, the last 
having been transmitted with my letter of the 30th December 1847, forwarding 
the census for the preceding year. The account current of receipts and dis- 
bursements of the Infenticide Fund for the year 1849 is also sent herewith. 

2. The Jhareja census, now forwarded, shows a total of 288 males and 278 
females born during the year under review, with an increase of 108 mates in 
twenty-five Talookas, and a decrease <?f 10 in four ; and an increase of 157 
females in seventeen Talookas, and a decrease of 12 in seven. There are 
twelve Talookas in which there w neither increase nor decrease in the male 
population, and seventeen in which the female population is the same as in 
the preceding - year ; and there are fourteen out of the forty-one Talookas 
included in the Jhareja returns fn which no male children have been bom 
during the year, sixteen in which there have been no females, and ten in which 
no children of either sex have been bom. These forty-one Talookas, however, 
include thirteen which have some Jhareja femilies residing in them, besides 
the twenty-eight Jhareja Talookas which are those first entered in the census ; 
and it is almost entirely in the former that the blanks occur, there being 
only one Jhareja Talooka without a birth at all, and six without any births 
of danghters. 

3. The Soomra census shows a total of 16 male and 18 female children bom 
during the year, with np mcrease in the male populathm pf either of the three 
Talookas cojaprised in the returns, but a decrease of 4 in the Dherol Talqoka, 
and an increase of 3 females in the Npwaanggur and Dherol Talookas, and 
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a decrease of the same number in that of Moorvee. There Save been births 
both of male and female children in all three Talookas. 

4. The Jetwa census shows a total of 4 male and 5 female children bom 
during the year, with no increase in the male population, but a decrease qf 6 
in the Poorbunder and Dherol T^ookas, and an increase of 9 in the female 
population of the three Talookas of Nowanuggur, Poorbunder, and Dherol, 
without any decrease in eitlier. There have been births of daughters in all 
three Talookas, and of sons also in all except Dherol. 

5. The number of Jhareja males newly entered in these returns is 44, and of 
females 22, and the numbers shown as having left the seversd Talookas 99 
males and 43 females ; among the males there have been 136 deaths, and 
among tlie females 110. The Soomra males and females newly entered in the 
returns of that tribe are 1 and 2 respectively ; and those who have left the 
several Talookas, 11 of the former and 12 of the latter* 10 Soomra males 
have died, and 8 females. In the Jetwa returns 1 male and 5 females are 
newly entered, and 4 of the former but none of the latter shown as having 
left the several Talookas, and 6 males and 1 female have died among 
the Jetwas. 

0. The total number of the Jhareja male population above the age of six- 
teen is 4,473, that of the Soomras 271, and that of the Jetwas 150. The total 
number of births among the Jharejas is 566, that among the Soomras 34, and 
that among the Jetwas 9. The bhths, therefore, in the two foimer tribes are 
about one to every eight males above tlie age of puberty, but among the Jetwas 
there is only about one to every seventeen grown-up males. This is even a 
greater disproportion than that remarked in forwarding the last triennial 
returns, and I have called the attention of the censors to it. The proportion of 
female children to males in all the tribes is now so nearly equal, and the pro- 
gressive increase of the female population fio regular, that, if the returns can be 
depended upon in other respects, therq wouM appear to be every ground for 
believing that the practice of Infanticide piust have become almost entinely 
extinct in this province. 

7. When the census for 1645 was forwarded with my report of the 2.5th 
August 1846, there were *2 Jharejas with^iive daughters each, 19 with four, 
105 with three, and 38r>with two ; also 1 Soomra with five, 2 with four, 
with three, and 30 with two ; and 4 Jetwas with three, and 13 with two daugh- 
ters each. By the returns now submitted, there are 1 Jhareja with six daugh- 
ters, 11 with five, 49 with four, 159 with three, and 522 with two ; 6 Soomras 
with live daughters, 3 with four, 19 with three, and 54 with two ; and 2 
Jetwas with four daughters each, 11 with three, and 23 with two. There are 
still 1,215 more male JhavlQas than female under 20 years of age, 23 more 
Soomras, and 16 more Jetwas ; but of the number of Jhargas above the age 
of puberty, amounting, as stated above, to 4,473, nearfy one-kaff, or 2, 201, are 
shown in the jtresent returns to have daughters, iheie being, in addition to 
those mentioBed above, 1,4S9 with one daughter each. In the two other 
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tribes ihe results shown in this respect are still more satisfactory^ there hemgpt 
among the 271 Soomras above the age of puberty, 183 with female children, 
and among the 160 Jetwas 90 ; 101 of the former tribe, and 64 of the latter, 
having one daughter each, over and above the number before stated as havings 
two and upwards. . The whole of these results will, I doubt not, be considered 
by Government to be very gratifying. 

8. The statements at the end of these returns show the male and female 
children of the different tribes under ten years of age, and, as stated in my re- 
port of the 30th December 1847, I have had entirely new tables of this 
description framed by the second censor. The present statements have been 
made out chiefly from his returns, and they are satisfactory as establishing the 
general correctness of the former census, but they must not yet be implicitly 
depended upon as regards the details of the different ages. The second censor 
died in 1 849, as already reported, and I have only lately been able to supply 
his place with a steady, trustworthy man. *Both the censors have again been 
directed carefully to compare their tables of this description, and to pay the 
greatest attention in their tours through the different Talookas to the correc- 
tion of any errors they may find in them. These statements show 2,138 
Jhareja males, and 1,849 females under ten years of age, or an excess of 289 
male children ; 162 Soomra males, and 149 females, or an excess of three 
male children ; and 77 Jetwa males and 80 females, or an excess in this tribe 
of 3 female children. 

9. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance 
of Rs. 10,841-16-9, and the amount of receipts for the year under review is 
Rs. 3,099-0-0, making a total of Rs. 13,940-16-9. The disbursements 
amount to Rs. 6,200 for marriage donations to twenty-seven Jhaiejas, to assist 
them in the marriage of thirty-three dau^ters ; Rs. 460 on account of rewards 
to four of the Jharejas who did no^ bemre receive them, for having, one of 
them, four daughters, and the others threp each ; and Rs. 1,423-8-3 for pay and 
batta to the Infanticide establishm^pt, making a total of Rs. 7,073-8-3, and 
leaving a balance in favour of the fund of Rs. 6,867-7-6. 

10. There were no accusations of Infanticide made during the year under 
review, except that alluded to in the* concluding paragraph of my last report, 
dated 22ad December 1849, which was fully investigated by my Assistant, Mr. 
Barr, and reported in my letters of the 16th and 19th February last, and the 
accused fully acquitted in your reply of the 19th March following. The other 
case of false accusation, reported on in my letter of the 26th September, and 
disposed of in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s reply of the 26th October last, be- 
longs properly to the present year. 

11. When I lately met His Highness the Jam at Balumba, I found him 
still fully alive to the necessity of making some arrangement for decreasing the 
heavy expense attending ihe marriage of the daughters of Bagpoots in general, 
and Jharejas io particular. Mr. Ogilvy bad kindly got His Highness the Bao 
to send over three agentn on His Highness’s part to discuss the subject, several 
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communications^ since I last met the Jam, having passed between him and 
the Kao regarding it. I had also influential Rajpoots with me, belonging to 
Jhallawar and other ])arts of the province, all most willing, as far as I could 
ascertain, to enter into any arrangements which their superior Chiefs might 
consider practicable. I found the Kutch Agents, however, still in favour of 
alliances with the Rajpoot families in Rajpootana, and they seemed to think 
that, by giving daughters not only to the Chiefs themselves, but also to other 
members of their families, and even to their superior subordinate Chiefs, there 
would be an ample opening made to dispose of all the daughters of our 
superior Jhareja Chiefs ; and that, in cases where alliances were formed with 
others than the Chiefs themselves of Rajpootana, the honour and dignity of 
the Jhareja Chiefs would be sufficiently upheld by getting all other suitors for 
their daughters’ hands to come to their capitals to be married. I remember, 
however, that this very practice of getting the bridegroom to come to their 
houses to be married, was one of the principal sources of expense complained 
of by the Edur Puttawuts and other Rajpoots in that part of the country, who 
look upon it as derogatory to send their daughters to be married, as is univer- 
sally done in this province ; and I pointed this out to the Jam and the Kutch 
Agents, and urged the necessity of making some arrangement, the benefit of 
which would not be confined to the principal Chiefs, but extend to all the 
inferior classes of Rajpoots subject to them, whether belonging to the Jhareja 
or any of the other tribes. 

12. After sundry consultations, the Jam came one morning with the Kutch 
Agents, and told me that they were fully satisfied that the only measure they 
could adopt, likely to be generally beneficial, was to introduce the custom of 
giving their daughters in marriage in the most respectable families from which 
they now received their wives ; but if they confined themselves, in disposing of 
their daughters, to this part of the country, it would be necessary that the 
other Chiefs, to whom they would in ^at case obliged to give them, should 
join them in a general arrangement for the disposal of their daughters also 
in the families of inferior Chiefs to those with whom they had heretofore been 
in the habit of forming marriage alliances. The Jam, therefore, proposed that 
I should speak to the I^ja of Drangdra and the Rana of Poorbunder and 
others on the subject, sjB both he and the Kutch Agents stated that if all would 
agree to enter into this arrangement, they were fully prepared to do so, and 
that the opportunity of the Jam’s daughter’s marriage a few months hence, 
when influential agents from all the other Rajpoot Talookas would be present 
at Nowanuggur, might be taken for concluding it. 1 have since spoken to the 
Raja of Drangdra and the Uakoor of Moorvee on the subject, and both appear 
to be most willing to agreelo whatever the Kutch and Nowanuggur authorities 
may require to get this arrangement effected ; and I have also ascertained from 
the Raja, who is the principal Chief to whom both the Rao and the Jam would 
in this case have to look for alliances for their daugh^rs, thatJie would not 
olgect to concede the point, if required, of having to proceed to Bhooj or 
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Nowanuggur on all occasions of marriage with the daughters of their Chieft, 
which would, of coarse, be a highly honorable alliance for his family. 

13. I hope I have also persuaded the Jam to allow me to present an ele- 
phant on the part of Government to his daughter, on the occasion of her 
approaching marriage, instead of postponing for a time the collection of the 
tribute, as the former would mark much more strongly, to the Chiefs of Raj- 
pootana, the interest taken by the British Government in the young lady’s 
welfare, and might, therefore, be more advantag^us to her. As directed, 
however, I have left it entirely optional with the Jam to receive either of these in- 
dulgences he may prefer. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency^ Camp Dewlya^ 31st December 1860. 
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ComparaHte Statement of tie Jharga Piapuktiitm 


Na 

Talookas. 

« 



Males. 


• 

Under the Age of 20. 

Of all Ages. 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1 

Nowanuggur i 

1.960 

1,832 

1,943 

3,840 

3.885 

3,931 

2 

Moorvce 

291 

315 

311 

536 

585 

596 

3 

Dherol Surufdur 

265 

275 

281 

480 

522 

526 

4 

Rajkot Sirdhar 

26 

21 

25 

51 

50 

51 

5 

Gondul 

294 

236 

319 

591 

629 

631 

6 

Kotra Sanganee .* 

35 

34 

38 

69 

70 

73 

7 

Vecrpoor Khureree 

f>5 

60 

58 

104 

122 

118 

8 

Drappa 

102 

103 

no 

192 

193 

199 

K1 

Mallia Kakrechce 

34 

31 

35 

64 

60 

61 

10 

Jhallia Dewanee 

23 

24 

23 

50 

51 

46 

11 

Khureesra 

29 

30 

35 

57 

60 

65 

12 

Lodeeka 


29 

28 

19 

51 

52 

13 

Gowreedur 

17 

17 

18 

26 

26 

28 

14 

Shahpoor 

13 

16 

17 

24 

26 

26 

15 

Rajpoora 

29 

27 

27 

45 

47 

47 

16 

Menenee 

20 

19 

22 

31 

31 

33 

17 

Bhadwa 


5 

5 

9 

9 

9 

18 

Satodur Wowree. - 


65 

72 

108 

144 

148 

19 

Mooleeladeree . . . . 


52 

56 

142 

101 

104 


Gutka 


19 

21 

30 

33 

35 

21 

Kotaria 


10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

22 

Paal 


JO 

10 

14 

14 

15 

23 

Seesang Chandlee 

• 53 

55 

52 

101 

102 

101 

24 

Kotra Nyajee 

29 

26 

27 

53 

51 

52 

25 

Veerwa 

€ , . 

, . 

1 

2 

2 

3 

26 

Mowa 

3 

, 4 

4 

8 

8 

9 

27 

Kaksiallee 

5 

4 

5 

8 

8 

9 

28 

Wudalee 

4 

*5 

6 

9 

10 

11 


Wankaneer 

• •• 

8 

7 

n 

12 

12 


Hulwud Drangdra. . . ^ 

77 

87 

85 

129 

140 

! 144 

31 

Bhownuggur .... 


75 

74 


143 

146 

32 

Wudwan 


4 

4 


10 

10 

33 

Lathee 


5 

5 


8 

9 

34 

Palitana 


8 

6 


1 13 

13 

35 

Than Luktor 


4 

4 


6 

6 

36 

Tokrals 


1 

• • 


5 

4 

37 

Kurol 


3 

3 


4 

4 

38 

Kedrioo ^ 


3 

3 


4 

4 

m\ 

Budwana 


a • 

• • 


1 

1 

ml 

Ankawdlia 

• • 

2 

2 > 


4 

4 

41 

Gadoola 1 


2 

1 


4 

4 


Total. . 1 J 

3,544 

3,526 

3,753 

6,844 . 


7,353 


























MRMfaacB mr avuaut. 


in Kattyvoar, ieiwem the Years 1847, l'tf48, and 1849. 


l^BKALBS. 


Married and Widows 

Betrothed. 

Unbetrothed. 

Total. 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1847 

1848 

1840 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1847 

1848 

1849 

519 

596 

605 

178 

215 

245 

WM 


856 

1,557 

1,638 

1,706' 

.30 

50 

55 

39 

44 

46 


■f 1 

160 

209 

238 

261 

62 

81 

85 

24 

21 

18 

125 

1 144 

156 

211 

246 

259 

8 

8 

5 

3 

4 

2 

22 * 

T 21 

22 

33 

33 

30 

58 

70 

82 

27 

32 

32 



189 

255 

285 

303 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

23 

mM 

21 

26 

26 

28 

5 

7 

8 

6 

6 

5 

33 

40 

39 

44 

53 

52 

10 

lOi 

14 

7 

10 

10 

50 

56 

54 

67 

76 

78 

5 

7 

8 

5 

8 

7 

21 

13 

16 

31 

28 

31 

6 

7 

6 

• 

1 

1 

17 

19 

17 

23 

27 

24 

8 

13 

14 

2 

4 

5 

12 

11 

11 

22 

28 

30 

1 

1 

1 




14 

14 

14 

15 

15 

15 

1 

1 

1 


• 

2 



6 

7 

7 

9 





9 • 


5 


5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

i 

i 


e • 


12 

15 

15 

13 

16 

16 

5 

4 

5 

2 

3 

3 



7 

n 

13 

15 

1 

1 

1 



• m 



4 

4 

4 

5 

12 

19 

19 

6 

12 

12 



35 


63 

66 

9 

7 

8 

6 

5 

5 





42 

54 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 




la 

16 

14 

1 


. . 

, , 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

la 

5 

5 

1 

1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


5 

5 

10 

11 

13 

5 

5 

4 

21 

24 

22 

36 

40 

39 

2 

2 

2 


1 

2 

’ 16 

14 

12 

18 

17 

16 






, , 

? 


2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 



• • 1 

1 


• 3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 




2 


3 

4 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 




3 


3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

■ 4 

5 


6 

11 

13 

14 

6 

6 

9 

8 

10' 

■n 

26 


24 


39 

43 

• • 

16 

16 


5 

5 

• 9 


39 


61 

60 


3 

3 


• • 


• • 


4 


• 7 

7 

• • 

1 

1 



• • 

9 9 

2 

2 


3 

3 

B 

B 

B 


1 

2 

9 9 

2 

1 


10 

10 

B 

H 

HI 


2 

2 

9 9 


, , 


2 

2 

B 

■ 

B 

• # 

•• 

• • 


1 

2 


1 

2 

H 



• • 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

9 9 

• 9 


\ 


9 9 

2 

• • 

2 

• • 

2 

3 



1 

• • 

2 

1 


5 

5 

• 0 

1 

1 

& • 

3 

3 


, , 

• • 


4 

4 

• m 

2 

2 

• 

• « 

• 9 


2 

2 

I-' 

4 

4 

770 

948 

491 

327 

407 


B 


1,811 

2,779 


3,237 
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Political Department. 

From H. E. Goldsmio, Esq., Secretary to Ooverament, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. ^ 

Dated 22nd April 1851. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 197, dated the 31st December last, 
submitting, with your observations thereon, a census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and 
Soomra population in Kattywar for the year 1849, with a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund during the eame period. 

2. It appears, from the information furnished by you, that the proportion 
of female to male children, ascertained to have been born during the year of 
report, is as under : — 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess. 

Jhareja 

288 

278 

10 males. 

Soomra 

16 

18 

2 femides. 

Jetwa 

4 

5 

1 female. 


While a comparison of the present census with those of preceding years 
exhibits the following results 


1S44. 


184S. 1046. 1847. 1848. 


1849. 


Tribe. 



II -Sl'l; 

si &i 


Jhareja 
Soomra. 
Jetwa . 


'6430 2175 
372| 161 


661 

3781 


154 57 1571 


7|2334|6600^2429 6844|2779|72563090 7353'|3237 
171 382 199 411 248 466 308 46 308 
60| 169 761 2371 1161 2ir6 132 251 141 


While the proportionate per-centage deduced from the above table is- 


Years. 

Jhaitjas. 

Soomraa. 

Jetwas. 

1844. . 

33^ 

per cent. 

44Tor 

per cent. 

37 

per cent. 

1845.. 

35tV 


45i 

>» 

38i 

99 

1846. . 

36t^ 


52A 


44f 

9 » 

1847. . 

401 


60i 


44 


1848.. 

42f 

1 

66 .V 

9» 

51* 

• 

1849. . 

44 


66; 

99 

56^ 

99 


3. The foiwgaB^iesotto, 1 vn desir^ to lemarlt, we most satufimtoiy, wid 











mti PMonpnneB ov CEDScBAt. 

V 

bHowp tine and mtaUmcas o£ the metaires adopted by Govern- 

meite m 1834, ttl the recommeedatien of thb Honorable Mr. Willot^^by, dien 
in charge of die Kattywar Agency,, for tbe suppreasion. of the crime of In&ntt* 
ct(^ and aippeac to justify the observeltoQ at the dose of yoar 6th7 paragraph, 
then if tbe Fetarns eaa be depmided on (and there seems to be no reason to 
doubt their general acenraxsy) there are grounda for the grarifying belief that 
the practice of Infanticide must have become^ almost entirely extinct io 
Kattywar. 

4. Well) and ably have youi, in the opinion of Governaieixt, continued and 
carried out, by means of cotazihation and persuasion, the good and humane work 
in which Mr. Willoughby so indefotigably toiled for the extirpation of tbe 
crime of Infanticide from Kattywar ; and the vigorous measures which that 
gentleman originated forefiecting tlmt object have, by the judicious proceedinga 
of yourself, and of those who succeeded him in tlie province, been brought to 
a most successful and gratifying termination. 

5. From the statement of receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund accompanyiiag your report, it appeal's that the expenditure during the 
year 1849 amouated to Bs. 7,073-8-3, leaving an available balance of only 
Rs. 6,867-7-6 'o meet the charges of tbe next year ; and, as some resources 
will probably soon become necessary wherewith to meet die fiitnre expenses of 
the Infanticide establishment and the marriage expenses of Jharejas seeking 
assistance, I am desired to request that you will furnish Government with an 
accurate account current of the proceeds of the Infanticide Fund which have 
been vested in the five per cent, loan for educational purposes in Kattywar. 

6. With reference to your llth and 12th paragraphs, I am desired to 
express the liope of Government that you will bring to a successful dose the 
measures therein reported. 

7. The report contained in your concluding paragra|)b is approved by die 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. 

o 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Bombay Castle^ 22iid April 186L Secretary to Government. 


From Major W. Lano, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2Qlh December 1 861. 

Sifi^— "I have tbe boDOur herewith to forward the usual census retuims* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for tbe year 1850, and 
also the account cuiyrent of receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund 
during the same year. ^ ^ « 

* Omitted, tee snbitence of tee return beii;g embodied in ibis report, and in the eovem- 
ment reply white Mows, 
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2. The Jhareja census now submitted shows a total of 292 male^ and 267 
female children born during the yhar under review. There is an increase in 
the male population of 176 in twenty-two Talookas^ with a decrease of 27 in 
nine ; and an increase of 204 in the female population of twenty-five Talook| 3 , 
with a decrease of 18 in seven. In twelve of the Talookas there is neither 
increase nor decrease of the male population, and in ten the same is the case 
as regards the number of females. There are also nineteen out of the forty- 
three Talookas included in the present Jhareja census in which no male children 
have been born during the year under review ; sixteen in which there have been 
no biiths of females; and fourteen in which no children of cither sex have been 
born. The number of male Jharejas newly entered in the present return is 
91, and of females 45; and the number of the former, shown as having left the 
several Talookas, is 41, and that of the latter 23. The total number of Jhareja 
males in the province is shown by this census to be 7,502, and of Jhareja 
females 3,423, and the deaths, during the year under review, among the males, 
have been 193, and among the females 103. 

3. The Soomra census shows 24 male and 18 female children to have been 
bom during the year of lepoit, with an increase in the male population, of the 
three Talookas included in the return, of 31, and in the female population of 
1 8. There liave been births both of male and female children in all the Talookas, 
and likewise an increase of both sexes in each of them, as compared with the 
census for the former year. The number of Soomra males newly enteied 
in the present return is 12, and the number of females 3, and none of 
either sex appear to have left any of the Talookas during the year under review. 
Five males and three females have died during the year, and the total number 
of the male population remaining in the three Talookas is 493, and of the 
female 326. 

4. In the Jetwa census, the number of males born duiing the year is shown 
to have been 10, and of females 4, with no increase in the male population, 
but a decrease in two of the Talookas of Q, and an increase in the female 
population of 1 in the Dherol Talooka, and a decrease of 16 in those of 
Nowanuggur and Poorbunder, as compared wkh the returns for the former 
year. There is one Jetwa male and one febiale newly entered in the present 
census, and twelve of th^/(Trmer and fourteen ot the latter shown to have left 
the several Talookas duiing the year. Eight males and six females have also 
died since the last census, and the total male population now shown is 242, 
with 126 females. 

5. The census of the Jetwa tribe is not so satisfactory as those of the 
Jharejas and Soomras, and the attention of the censors has been called to the 
circumstance. The second ftensor will proceed this season into the districts 
j)!blitaining the Jetwa and Soomra families, in order to revise and correct the 
census of these tribes, as has already been done in a greet measure as regards 

^^the Jhareja census, and the other censor has received instruction^ to complete 
what remains of the latter. 
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6. The account current of the InfanticiSe Fund sho^a the balance refltain- 
ing at the close of the former .year to have been Rs. 6,867-7-6, and the 
collections during the year of report Rs. 7,847-14-5, making a total of 
Rs^. 14,715-5-11. The expenditure has been Rs. 6,700 for assistance to thirty- 
one Grasias in marrying thirty-two daughters ; Rs. 400 for the prize essay 
on Female Infanticide ; and Rs. 1,078-14-11 for pay and batta to the Infan- 
ticide establishment; making a total of Rs. 7,178-14-11, and leaving a balance 
in favour of the Fund of Rs. 7,536-7-0 at the end of the year. 

7. The oply accusation of Infanticide which was brought forward, during 
the year under review, was that reported on in my letter of the 25th 
September 1 850, whicl^was found, on investigation by my Assistant, Captain 
Barr, to be entirely groundless, and the proceedings adopted in disposing of 
it approved of in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s reply of the 26th October follow- 
ing. No other case, even of suspicion of the crime, was brought to the 
notice of the censors ^during their progress through the districts in the 
year of report. 

8. The party sent last year by His Highness the Jam to Jodhpoor, to 
arrange the preliminaries of his daughter’s marriage to the Maharaja of that 
place, are now on their return, and the marriage will probably take place in 
April next, altiiough the time has not yet been finally settled. The Nowa- 
nuggur Vukeel has, at my request, sent to ascertain the Jam’s wishes as to 
the presentation of an elephant on the occasion, or the postponement of the 
collection of this year’s tribute, as formerly sanctioned by Government ; and 
every advantage in my power shall be taken of the assemblage of Rajpoots at 
this marriage to effect the arrangement alluded to in my last annual report, 
to prevent, for the future, the ruinous expenditure incurred on such occasions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) W. Lang, 

Rajliotf 2Qth December 1851. • Political Agent. 

^ Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated Wth March 1852. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 215, dated the 26th December 
1851, submitting returns of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of 
Kattywar for the year 1850, with accounts current of receipts and disburse- 
ments of the Infantiqde Fund for the same year. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the entire absence of any 
known act of^Infonticide during the year of report is Ibighly gratifying to 
Government 
88g 
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3. The proportion of female to male children ascertained to have been born 
during the year was as given in the following statement : — 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess. 

Jhareja .... 

292 

267 

25 males. 

Soomra .... 

24 

18 

6 do. 

Jetwa 

10 

4 

6 do. 


4. The result shown in the present census, as compared with those for the 
five preceding years, is as given below ; — 


Tribe. 


o d ^ 


° §•! |l I 


0^1 
6 £ 


•3 

•S|| 


-§1 11 'ii §1 -SJ 

iSj ss iSi 

•s|‘s|'5|i’sg., -SI 

oftsojg da. d£ 6 Si ©a 


•S g, 


Jharcja 
Soomra. 
Jetwa . 


|6617i'2334'6600 
3781 171 382 
157 60| 159 


242916844 2779 72.5i 
199 411 248 466 308, 462 
75 237 116 256, 132| 251 


6|309ui7353|3237 7502|3423 
308 493 326 
141 242 126 


And the proportional per-centage of females to males deduced from the said 
table is as follows : — 


Years. 

Jharejas. 

Soomras. 

Jetwas. 

1845.. 

35tV 

<3 

r. 45i 

38* 

1846.. 

36* 

52* 

44t 

1847. . 

40J 

6l(li 

44 

1848.. 

42* 

66tV 

51* 

1849.. 

44 

66J " 

56* 

1850.. 

45* 

tp 

66t 

52* 


5. Notwithstanding the decrease, as compared with 1849, in the per-cen> 
tage of the females of the Soomra tribe, the results of the year continue to be 
highly satisfactory ; and His Lordship in Council approves of the measures 
adopted by you, as reported in your 5th paragraph, for ascertaining the cause 
of this difference. 

6. I^^jl^^penditare of t||h Infanticide Fund is shown in the statement of 
receipd<^f{^^ disbursements to have amounted to Rs. 7,178-14>11, leaving, 
besides ^ current receipts, an available balance to meet the charges of the 
nfixt year of Rs. 7,636-7-0, exclusive of the sum of Rs. i,00,000 ipvested in five 
per cent, paper, the interest of whidi is made available for educational purposes. 
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7. In your letter No. 62| of the let May last, you stated that a 
able amount was doe to the In&nticide Fund on aocount of fines, and that 
there would be no necessity for any further resources to meet the current ex- 
penditure for many years to come. It is concluded, from the accounts now 
submitted, that you have no reason to alter this opinion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle^ IIM March 1852. Chief Secretary. 



From the Poutical Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

ifated Rajkot y \%ih December 1852. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward herewith the usual census return* of 
the Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of this province for the year 1851, 
together with the account current of the Infanticide Fund for the same period, 
which is alw* ys required to accompany these returns. 

2. The Jhareja census shows a total of 222 males and 216 females born 
during the year, with an increase in the male population of 258 in twenty- 
three Talookas, and a decrease of 27 in nine ; and an increase of 1 78 in the 
female population in twenty Talookas, and a decrease of 3 in one. Thei« are 
eleven Talookas in which the male population is the same, and twenty-two in 
which this is the case as regards the female. Out of the forty-three Talookas 
included in the Jhareja census, there are twenty in which no male children 
have been born during the year, twepty-three in which there have been no 
daughters, and sixteen in which tno children of either sex have been born. 
The number of Jhareja males newly entered in the present return is 213, and 
of females 58 ; and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas 
during the year is 70, and of the latter 3 1 . The total male population of Jharejas 
is 7,733, and the female 3,598*; an<} the nuinber of deaths during the year among 
the former has been 134, and 68 among the latter. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males bom during the year as 
15, and females as 16; of the male population, them is an increase of 11 in 
three Talookas, with a decrease of 1 in the other, and an increase of the female 
population of 21 in three Talookas, without any decrease in the remaining one. 
In one of the Talookas there have 
year, but this has been added sinqe 
one Soomra family residing in it. 
female children haVe been bom. 

* Omittod^ the sabMlpiee beiag mbodied mthis lepert, aadin the Qevemmeat 
which foUowi. 


been no sons or daughters bom during the 
the date of the last returns, and Ah^re is only 
In the three other Talookasm«| ^ and 
The number of Soomra midetiivmentere 
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ill these returns is 8, and that of females 7, and those who have left the seve- 
ral Taluokas are 6 males and 2 females. The total Soomra population consists 
of 603 males and 347 females, and the number of deaths during the year has 
been 7 males but no females. ^ 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows 8 male and 2 female children to have 
been born during the year of report, and gives an increase of 4 males in one 
Talooka, with a decrease of 5 in the two others, and an increase of one female 
in one Talooka with a decrease of one in another. There have been births in 
all the three Talookas during the year ; one of them, liowever, being without 
any male children born, and one without any female. The males newly enter- 
ed in tlujse returns are two, and none have left any of the Talookas, and there 
are no new entries or departures of females. The total male population of 
Jetwas is 241, and the female 126; and 11 males and 2 females have died 
during the year of report. 

6. The births of female children among the Jetwas are still few in pro- 
portion to those of males, but the most particular inquiries have been made on 
the spot by both of the censors, and there is no reason, as far as I can 
ascertain, to suspect that this has been otherwise than accidental. I beg, 
however, witli reference to your letter of the 14th October Ijist, No. 4496, and 
its accompaniment, to inform you that I have written to Ilis Highness the 
Jam, and to the Rana of Poerbunder, calling their attention also to the 
subject, and the censors have been directed to continue their inquiries during 
their visits to these Talookas. In the case of Dherol, there is no cause for 
suspicion, as both the female population and the female births are in excess of 
the male in that Talooka. 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a balance of 
Rs. 7,536-7-0 remaining from the former year, and the collections during the 
year under review amount to Rs. 18,860-11-2, beside the lakh of rupees invested 
in the five per cent, loan on account of^ education, which has been adjusted in 
these accounts under instructions from the Accountant General, so as to appear 
always at the credit of this Fund. This makes an aggregate, inclusive of this 
investment, of Rs. 1,26,397-2-2. The disbursements during the year have been 
Rs. 6,450, on account of assistance to twenty-seven Grasias in marrying 
twenty-nine daughters, t^geTlier with Rs. 1,654-14-9 for pay and battato the 
Infanticide establishment, making an aggregate of Rs. 7,104-14-9, and leaving 
a balance in favour of the Fund of Rs. 1,19,292-3-5, or, exclusive of the 
lakh invested in the loan, of Rs. 19,292-3-5. 

7. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report, 
and neither of the censors, in the course of their respective tours through the 
districts containing Jhareja, iBoomra, and Jetwa inhabitants, had any reason 
to suspect Upv case of the crime having been committed. ^ 

8. I tak^fhis opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary 
Lutnsden’s letter*of the 13th July last, and the copy o^fthe repoat sent with it 
ot the measures adopted for the prevention of Female In&nticide in the 
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6E 


Mynpooree district. I had hoped, at the marriage of the late Jam's daughter, 
to hare got some arrangement made for diminishing the expenses now attend- 
ing Rajpoot marriages in this province, by inducing the most influential Om- 
sigs to enter into an agreement to marry their daughters into the same families, 
or families of the same rank, from which they get their wives ; but the unfor- 
tunate death of the Jam just before the marriuge took place prevented any- 
thing being done, and when 1 lately visited his son and successor 1 found that 
although professing, and I believe sincerely, his willingness to enter into any 
arrangement which may be proposed by His Highness the Rao of Hutch re- 
garding Rajpoot marriages for the future, he is unwilling to do anything him- 
self in the matter independent of His Highness the Rao. Major Jacob kindly 
came over to Nowunuggur for a few days when I was there, and as he 
himself acquainted with the feelings both of the Rao and the Jam on the sub- 
ject, I think some good might be done by getting a deputation of influential 
Rajpoots from the different tribes in Kattywnr, commissioned by the principal 
Chiefs, sent over to Bhooj, to discuss the matter with His Highness the Rao, 
and endeavour to get some arrangement effected regarding their future mar- 
riages through Major Jacob. I have heard from that oflScer that His High- 
ness greatly rpproves of the Mynpooree measures, as fer as he understands 
them, and there can of course be no question of the great advantage of any 
measures which will enable the Rajpoots here and in Hutch to reduce the ex- 
penditure now incurred at their daughters’ marriages, without subjecting them- 
selves to any invidious comparisons or remarks from their fellow Grasias. I 
shall therefore ascertain from Major Jacob Whether His Highness the Rao 
would be willing to receive a deputation of the description I have proposed, 
and if so, and Government approves of the measure, I have no doubt that I 
could get one sent by the principal Chjefs of this province at any time that 
would be most convenient to His Ifighness the Rao. 

P have the honour to be. See. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Political Agent 

Xattywar Political Agency, Rajkot, 18<A December 1852. 


From A. Malst, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
To Lieutenant Colonel W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated the \st February 1853. 

Sib, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknoi^ledge the receipt of your letter No. 195, dated the 18th December last, 
submitting returns of &e Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomn populatic^of Kattywar 
for the year 1851, together with the account current of the Infanticide Fund for 
the same period. 
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2. In reply, 1 am desired to inform you that the entire absence of any 
known act of Infanticide during the year of report is highly gratifying to 
Government. 

3. The number of male and female children ascertained to have been b^m 
during the year was as given in the following statement; — 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess. 

.Thareja 

222 

216 

6 males. 

Soomra 

15 

16 

1 female. 

Jetwa 

8 

2 

6 males. 


4. The total ascertained Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of Katty- 
war, during the years 1846 to 1860, as compared with the year 1851, is as 
given in the table entered below : — " 


Tribe. 


1840. 

1847. 

1848. 

1840. 1850. 

rfal( 

iOD 

Female 

ulation. 



d d 

06 S 9 0 

is 

“g. 'S g* 

- ^1* 

dA 

•r e- o g. 'S §< 

o'U. d<^ 

d ^ d ^ 

d c> p4 6 

a •< 



i«; te ic; 


1851. 


oA 


|i 

1*81 


Jhareja 

|6600 

2429 6844 2779'72.'56 130901 73.53 

3237 

7502 

3423 7733 

Soomra 

382 

199 411 248 466 308 462 

1 308 

493 

3261 503 

Jetwa 

169 

73| 2371 1161 2.56 132 251 

1 141 

242 

126| 241 


|3598 

347 

126 


And the proportional per-centage o^ females to males deduced from that 
table is as follows : — 


Years. 

Jharqjas. 

Soomras. 

Jetwas. 

1846.... 

36t 

.52A' 

44 IF 

1847.. .. 

403 

60i 

. 44 

1848 

.. 42f 

66A 

51} 

1849. 

44 

66} 

56} 

1850.... 


66} 

52A 

1851.... 

46A 

68H 

52} 


6. I am to intimate that an extract, paragraph 8, from your letter under 
reply, on the subject of diminishing the expenses attendant on Rajpoot mar- 
riage, has been forwarded fJP the information of the Political Agent in Kutch. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

, (Signed) A. Malbt, 

Bombay Cattle, 1st February 1853. Chief Secretary. 
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From A. Mauet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 

To Major O. L. Jacob, Political Agent in Kutch. 

Dated 1st Fehruartf 1663. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
transmit to you an extract, paragraph 8, from a letter from the Political Agent 
in Kattywar, No. 195, dated the 18th December last, and to intimate that Go- 
vernment will view with approbation any measure that may have the effect of 
diminishing the expenses attendant on the Jhareja marriages. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle^ Is^ February 1853. Chief Secretary. 


Political Department. 

From Capt. J. T. Barr, First Asst. Pol. Agent, in charge Kattywar Agency, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated lAth April 1864. 

Sib, — Annexed I have the honour to forward the cen.sus return* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for the year 1852, which 
late changes in officers of this agency, and the press of other current business, 
have delayed till the present date. The returns which are required triennially, 
being due in the year under review, ^re also forwarded, together wfth the 
account current of receipts and di4)ursements for that year. 

2. The census shows that the Jhareja population in 1852 consisftd of 7,813 
males and 3,686 females: of these, 214 males were born during that year, 
and 180 females. There was an increase of 100 males in fifteen Talookas and 
a decrease of 20 in thirteen Talookas. The increase of females was 102 in 
sixteen Talookas, and the decrease' was 14 in nine Talookas. In fifteen Taloo- 
kas there is no increase or decrease in the number of males, and the female 
population is the same in eighteen Talookas as it was in the year previous to 
that under review. Of the forty-three Talookas included in the Jhareja census, 
there are twenty-two in which no male children were born in this year, twenty- 
one in which no daughters were bom, and seventeen in which no children have 
been born. The seventeen Talookas in which no births are recorded are those 
which contain very small numbers of Jharejajnhabitants. The number of 
Jhareja males newly entered in* the return for the year under review is 39. 
The number newly entered in the return for the preceding yei^ amounted to 


* Omitted ; vide note tt page 087* 
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13 ; but this large number for that year was caused by the Jhareja popula- 
tion of the Adhoee Mahal having then, for the first time, been brought upon the* 
Katty war returns, the census for those districts having before that date been 
taken by the Bhooj authorities. The number of Jhareja females newly entered 
in the present return is 23. The number of deaths amongst the Jhareja maile 
population was 1 47, amongst the females 90. 

3. The Soomra census for 1852 shows a total population of 498 males and 
346 females : of these, four were male children born during the year, and 
eight female children born during the same period. The total of males is five 
less than it was in the previous year, and that of females one less, nine males 
and nine females having died. 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows a total populatiomof 244 males and 
139 females in the return reported on. Three male children were born during 
the year, and nine female. The total of males is three greater than that of the 
previous year, and the total of females thirteen greater, three males and no 
females having died within the year under review. The injunctions made by 
Colonel Lang in 1851 on the Jam of Nowanuggui* and liana of Poorbunder 
would appear to have had a beneficial effect, as the disparity between the male 
and female births which that officer commented upon in his census report for 
1851 no longer exists in the present Jetwa census return, there being an excess 
of thirteen females in the births recorded to males. 

5. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year now re- 
ported on, and as the censors have been carefully superintended, and the returns 
which they have furnished minutely scrutinised, there is every reason to believe 
in their correctness. The proportion which they continue to exhibit in the 
births jf male and female Jhareja children is very satisfactory, and the steady 
increase in the Soomra and Jetwa female births encourages the hope that 
Infanticid^no longer exists in these tribes. < 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance of 
Rs. 1,19,292-3-5, and the amount of receifits for the year under notice is 
Rs. 3,332-3-0, making a total of Rs. 1,22,624-6-5. Payments for marriage 
expenses to Jharejas amount to Rs. 12,0Q0, and for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment R»i 1,658-15-7, making a total of Rs. 13,658-15-7, 
and leaving a balance in* favour of the Fund of Rs. 1,08,965-6-10. Of the 
Rs. 12,000 entered as disbursements for marriages, Rs. 5,000 were expended 
on an elephant and other gifts presented to the Jam of Nowanuggur on the 
marriage of his sister to the Maharaja of Jodhpoor. 

7. The subject of decreasing the expense of Jhareja marriages has been 
under earnest consideration fluring the period reported upon ; but in conse- 
quence of the death of the f£te Jam of Ngwanuggur, which prevented the 
assembly of any large number of influential Jhareja Chiefs at the marriage of 
his daughter, when Colonel Lang hoped that the matter would be discussed 
with ealutary results, and owing to the departure of that experienceef officer from 
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KaUy war, and Lieutenant Colonel Jacob from Kutoh, little progreea baa ^ 
been made in effectingthe object in view. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) J. T. Babb, 

First Assistant Political Agent in clutige. 

Kattyiear Political Agency, Camp Oogo, \Atk April 1854. 
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QmqnraUee Statement of tie Jhar^ Pepubstim 


1 

Talookab. 

Males. 

Under the Age 
of 30. 

Of all Agesi’ 

1850 

1851 

1863 

1850 

1861 

1852 

1 

Nowanuggur 

1988 

1978 

1946 

3997 


4058 

2 

Moorvce 

306 

358 

379 

mm 

732 

751 

3 

Dherol Surufdur 

282 

288 


538 

551 

569 

4 

Rajkot Sirdhar 

30 

32 

32 

58 

61 

60 

5 

Gondul 

339 

309 

323 

641 

627 

640 

6 

Kotra Sanganee 

39 

38 

35 

73 

74 

73 

7 

Veerpoor Khureree 

58 

67 

65 

119 

131 

130 

8 

Drappa 

123 

123 

117 

212 

214 

211 

9 

Mallia Kakrechee 

33 

31 

31 

64 

64 

64 

10 

Jhallia Deivauee 

24 

28 

30 

47 


52 

11 

Khureesra 

37 

40 

38 

66 

72 

70 

12 

Lodeeka 

27 


26 

49 

51 

50 

13 

Gowreedur 

18 

\!) 

15 

28 

26 

26 

14 

Shahpoor 

16 

15 

15 

26 

25 

25 

15 

Rajpoora 

28 

29 

27 

48 

49 

48 

J6 

Mengnee 

23 

25 

24 

36 

38 

37 

17 

Bhadwa 

5 

5 

4 

9 

9 

9 

18 

Satodur Wowree 

73 


72 

150 

■mo 

152 

19 

Moolceladeree 

53 

57 

61 

106 

110 

113 

20 

Gutka 

17 

15 

17 

27 

23 

25 

21 

Kotaria 

10 

10 

9 

13 

14 

14 

22 

Paal 

11 

9 

8 

16 

15 

16 

23 

Seesang Chandlee 

52 

55 

54 

100 

99 

79 

24 

Kotra Njajee 

27 

27 

28 

54 

53 

53 

25 

Veerwa ^ 

. . 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

26 

Mowa 

4 

4 

4 

9 

9 

10 

27 

Kaksiallee 

5 

6 

6 

9 

11 

11 

28 

Wudalee 

, , 


7 

12 

12 

13 

29 

Wankaneer 

7 

6 

4 

12 

■E 

8 

30 

Hulwud Drangdra 

82 

84 

83 

142 

145 

144 

31 

Bhownuggur . 

82 

mn 

98 

154 

166 

172 

32 

Wudwau '* 

5 

5 

7 

12 

13 

15 

33 

Lathee 

5 

5 

6 

9 

■E 

10 

34 

Palitana 

7 

6 

5 

12 

12 

9 

35 

Than Luktur 

3 

2 

2 

7 

6 

5 

36 

Limree 

• . 

. . 

1 

5 

5 

6 

37 

Karol 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

38 

Limbra 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

39 

Ankewalia 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

dAO 

Gudoola 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


Amrelee 

17 


19 

34 

36 

36 

42 

Moolee 


4 

4 


7 

7 

43 

Poorbunder 

•• 

i 

1 

•• 

6 

6 


Total.... 

3844 

3901 

3919 


7733 

7813 
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M KiOtjfittar, betmem the Yean 1860, 1861, eaid 1862. 
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Resolution by the Honorable Board, dated the lltA May 1854. 

With the accompanying letter, Captain Barr has submitted two enclosures, 
the former of which contains information relative to the total Jhareja, Soomra, 
and Jetwa population of Kattywar during the year 1852, as compared wHh 
the years 1850 and 1 851. The second enclosure is a statement of die receipts 
and disbursements of the Kattywar Inftmticide Fund during the year 1852. 

2. The number of male and female children of these three castes, ascer- 
tained to have been bom during the year 1852, was — 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess of 

Males. 

Females. 

Jhareja 

|M||| 

180 

34 


Soomra 


8 

, , 

4 

Jetwa 


9 

•• 

6 


3. The total ascertained population of the three classes in 1852, contrasted 
with the years 1842 and 1847, and the annual average of the five years ending 
in 1846 and 1851, respectively show the following results: — 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

1842 

Average of 
6 yeai's end- 
ing 1846. 

1847 

Average of | 
5 yeai’H end- 
ing 1851. 

1852 

1843 

Average of 
5 years end- 
ing 1846. 

1847 

Average of 
5 years end- 
ing 1851. 

1853 

Jhareja . . 

6129 

6390 

G844 

7338 

7813 

1841 

2147 

2779 

3225 

3686 

Soomra . . 

351 

349 

411 

467. 

498 

141 

166 

248 

30/ 

346 

Jetwa. . . . 

153 

157 

237 

245 

244 

52 

59 

116 

128 

139 


4. The proportional per-centage which die female bore, during the years 
1842 to 1852, to the male population of these castes, was as follows 


Yean. ^ 


Soomras. 

Jetwas. 

In the year 1842 

30 

40i 

34 

Average of the 5 years ending 1846. 

33f 

48* 

37A 

In the year 1847 

40| 

60i 

44 

Average of the 5 years ending 1851. 

43H 

65| 

52| 

In the year 1852 

— 

47i 

69f 

57 


Resoltbd, — ^That these results, as showing a steadily progressive diminu- 
tion of the disproportion in .the aggregate number of the two sexes, and the 
ftct that no grounds exist for supposing that during the year of report any case 
of In&nticide occurred in the province of Kattywar, are highly gratifying. 


























TflOk mcmvcB of oratnAT. 


That the First Assistant Political Agent in charge be so infimed f aad that, 
with reference to paragraph 7 of fats letter, the Actti^ Political Agent be 
requested to persevere in endeai^ouiing to secure a reduction in the Jhareja 
marriage expenses. 

* (Signed) EuPBiKSTOm. 


May 


1854. 


J. Wakdbn. 

J. O. Lumsdbn. 


From Captain J. T. Babr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Govemment, Bombay. 

Dated 21$t December 1854. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit the census returns* of the Jhareja, Soomra^ 
and Jetwa population of Kattywar for th»year 1853, and the account current 
of the Infanticide ‘Fund for the same period. 

2. This census shows that 264 male, and 258 female Jharejas were born dur- 
ing the year ; that the total male Jhareja population was 163 greater in twenty- 
one Talookas, and 19 less in seven Talookas ; that the female Jhareja popu- 
lation was 171 greater in twenty-two Talookas, and 8 less in six Talookas. 
There are fifteen Talookas iu which the male population, and fifteen in which 
the female, is the same. Of the forty-three Talookas included in the Jhareja 
census, there are nineteen in which no male children were born during the 
year, seventeen in which no daughters were born, and twelve in which no 
cliildren of either sex have been born. The number of Jhareja males newly 
entered in the present return is 94, and that of females similarly entered U 
43 ; and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas during 
the year is 56, and of the latter 20. ^fhe total Jhareja male population is 
7,957, and the female 3,S49. The*number of males who have died during the 
year is 158, and of females 118. ThS total male Jhareja population on the 
return for Uie year 1852 was 7,8R3, and the female 3,686 ; so that the present 
return shows that the excess qjf thc^ former over the latter has decreased, and 
it is gratifying to observe from many past returns that this decrease, though 
gradual, has been steady. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males born during the year as 
24, and females 22. Of the male population, there is an increase of 23 in three 
Talookas, and an increase of the female population of 16 in three Talookas, 
without decrease in either sex in any. In one Talooka, that of Rajkot, in 
which the population of Soomras is of inconsiderable amount, there have been 
no births. The number of Soomra males newly entered in these returns is 14, 
and that of females 6« No males or females have left any of the several Taloo- 
kas. The total Soomra population is 521 males and 362 females. The num- 
ber of deaths during the year has been 15 males 9suH2 females. 

* Omitted, the lubetstioe beiDg embodied in this report. 
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4. The Jetwa census shows that 6 male and 11 female infimts were bora 
during the year of report, and gives an increase of 3 males in one Talooka, 
with a decrease of 2 males in one Talooka, and an increase of 10 females in 
two Talookas, with a decrease of 1 in another. There have been no births 
in one of the Talookas. One male and one female are newly entered in these 
returns, and none of eitlier sex have left any of the Talookas. The total male 
population of the Jetwas is 245, and the female 148, and 6 males and 3 females 
have died during the year of report. It is gratifying to know from this cenibs 
that the births of female children among the Jetwas recorded are no longer 
few in proportion to those of males, and that the suspicious inequality long 
existing between the numbers of the two sexes in the population is rapidly 
disappearing. 

5. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report 

amongst the tribes included in these returns ; but the Government Attachment 
Mehta at Mallia brought the existence of the unnatural crime in the Mohwur 
tribe of Meeanas to the knowledge of Colonel Lang in the present year, 
having supplied intelligence of two suspected cases, reports on which were 
submitted to Government. The mother, found guilty in one of these cases, 
was tried on the 12th of July last before the Political Agent’s Court of Crimi- 
nal Justice for Kattywar, and is now undergoing the sentence of imprisonment 
which was passed upon her. Proof was not forthcoming to establish the 
second suspected case, but the census taken of the Mohwur population, in 
consequence of late revelations, showed such a disproportion in the number of 
females under that of males that it was determined to watch this tribe, the 
heads of which have now passed a solemn engagement to Government to 
abstain, in future, from the inhuman practice, and the Infanticide censois have 
been directed to extend their supervision to the Mohwur community, a census 
of* which will be added as a supplement to the returns for the present and 
future years. " 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance of 
Rs. 1,08,965-6-10, and the amount of receipts for the year now under notice is 
Rs. 6,758-8-4, making a total of Rs. 1,15,72345-2. Payments for marriage 
expenses to Jharej^ amount to Rs. 6,625;^d for pay and batta to the Infan- 
ticidb establishment Rs. 1,694-8-0, making a total of Rs. 8,319-8-0, and 
leaving a balance in favour of the Fund, at the close of the year 1853, of 
Rs. 1,07,404-7-2. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. T. Bass, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kathfwar PeHHeal Agency, C(mp Qondvl, 21st December 1864. 
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Resolution hy the Honorable Boards dated &th February 1856. 

The results shown in these papers may be summed up as follows 

1. There has been an excess of male over female births among the Jhareja 
anci Soomra tribes in the year 1853 of 6 and 2, being at the rate of two and 
one-third and nine per cent, respectively, while among the Jetwa tribe there 
is an excess of 5 fernalesj being equal to eighty-three per cent, of the births. 

2! The approximation in the totals of the female to {he male population 
has advanced during the year at the rate of one and one-sixth, one and one- 
fifth, and three and two-fifths per cent, respectively in these tribes. 

3. There is nothing in the management of the Infanticide Fund calling 
for particular remark. 

Besolved, — That these results are satisfactory ; but, in acknowledging the 
receipt of this report, the Acting Political Agent should be requested to expe- 
dite the transmission of his report for tlfe year just closed, as the value of 
these returns is considerably lessened when their transmission is deferred 
until nearly a year after they fall due. 

(Signed) Elphinstone. f 

5th Februar • 1855. J. G. Lumsoen. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To II. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bomba^?^ 

Dated 23rd August 1855. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit the census return* of the Jhareja, Soomra, 
Jetwa, and Mohwur Meeana population of this province for the year 1864, and 
the account current of the Infanticjjde ^und for the same period. 

2. This census shows that 266 majp and 208 female Jharejas were bom 
during the year ; that tlie total jpale Jhareja population was 206 greater in 
twenty-five Talookas, and 18 less in nine Talookas ; that the female Jhareja 
population was 162 greater in twenty-four Talookas, and 12 less fn five 
Talookas ; and that there are ten Talookas in which the male, and fifteen in 
which the female population is the same. Of the forty-four Talookas included 
in the Jhareja census, there are thirteen in which no male children were bom 
during the year, nineteen in which no female ones were born, and ten in which 
no children of either sex have been born. The number of Jhareja males newly 
entered in the present returns is 206, and that of females similarly entered is 
84, and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas during 
the year is 95, and of the latter 34. The total Jhareja i^e population is 
8^144, and the female 3,999. The number of males who have died during the 
year is 190, and of females 108. The number of female births during the 

* Omittecli llie sabituice bang embodied in the report. 

90o 



SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


^year of report is 50 below that recorded for the previous year, whilst that of 
male births is two in excess ; so that, although female deaths are fewer by 10 
than those noted for 1853, the disproportion in fiivour of males over females in 
the Jhareja population at the close of 1854 is slightly greater than before ; but 
1 have no reason for believing that this is ascribable to any but natural causes. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males bom during the year as 
23, and of females 14. Of the male population, there is an increase of 13 in 
one Talooka, and an increase of 6 of the female population, also in one Talobka. 
There is a decrease of 5 in the male population of two Talookas, and of 8 in 
the female population of three Talookas. The number of Soomra females 
newly entered in these returns is one ; 7 males and 5 females have left the 
country since the date of the last repbrt The total male Soomra population 
is 529, and the female 360. The number of deaths during the year has been 
8 males and 12 females. 

4. The Jetwa census shoVs th4t 9 male and 13 female in&nts were bora 
during the year of report, and gives an increase of 8 males in two Talookas, 
and of 7 females in three Talookas. One male is newly entered in these 
returns, and none of either sex have left any of the Talookas. The total 
male population of Jetwas is 253, and the female 155 ; 2 males and 6 females 
have died during the year of report. 

5. The census of the Mohwur Meeana population appears for the first time 
with the present returns, and its analysis is postponed till the preparation of 
the next and future ones allows opportunity of comparison. 

6. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report, 
nor have the censors in the course of their respective visitation tours found 
reason to suspect the perpetration of the crime in any one instance. 

7. It occurs to me that it would enhance the value of the periodical Infim- 
ticide returns, and, perhaps, add to tbev efficacy as checks, if, besides showing 
the number of male and female births during each year, they also exhibited a 
register of infant deaths of the same period.^ At present the raster includes, 
without distinction, all deaths — of adults, of children, and of infants ; but as it 
is a vrall<a8certamed fact that the crime of Infimticide, when followed as a 
practice, is perpetrated almost invariably either upon newly-borfa babes or upon 
ones of the very tep^Aest age, it would be useful, I think, to possess statistics 
for drawing a comparison between the numbers of male and female babes who 
survive beyond their first year. I purpose, with the approval of Government, 
to embody this information in the next returns, and have issued the necessary . 
directions to all Native authorities concerned, and to the Government censors, 
when proceeding on their future tour of observation. 

8. In September laflk ft meeting of Rajpoot Chiefe and Karbarees of this 
province, and a Seputation from Kutcb, accompanied byJMr. Raikes, assem- 
bled at Rajkot, to discuss measures for the reduction of marriage expenses, 
and-to consider the advisability of introducing the practice of giiijng daughters 
intp ffimilies of the same nude and positiem from which vrives are received. 
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Hw raralt of this meeting, as is abeady known to GoTenment, was nnsatis- 
ftctory, and I unhaj^y incarred severe censure for the abrapt and dictatorial 
course Mr. Raikes, to my surprise and disappointment, ascribed to me as what 
he understood I had contemplated. Subsequently, however, negotiationa have 
pa&ed between His Highness the Rao of Kutch and His Highness the 
Jam of Nowanuggur, forming toe subject of a late correspondence with toe 
Acting Political Agent at Bhoqj, the issue of which I r^rd as highly grati> 
fying. The Jam, in a letter addressed to me for toe purpose, had announced 
his earnest desire to cause a reduction of Rajpoot marrii^e expenses by every 
practicable means, and, as the most effectual arrangement to secure this reduc- 
tion, to recc^ise the principle of seeking alliances for daughters from fkmilies 
of the same rank from which wives are taken, if His Highness toe Rao, his 
superior Jhareja prince, would sanction and countenance toe practice. On 
Colonel Trevelyan communicating the contents of this letter to His Highness 
the Rao, the latter, without hesitation, prolnptly signified his decided assent, 
and, in conversation with Colonel Trevelyan on toe subject, went so far as to 
distinctly avow his intention, when seeking future alliances for his family, to 
do so near home rather than at a distance. He declared that “ he would enjoin 
both his sons to follow toe same course ; for in Kattywar, for instance, where 
the customs ;'nd usi^es of the people were similar to those of Kutch, besides 
the saving of expense, much trouble and annoyance are avoided in arranging 
and concluding marriages ; and the experience he has already had in toe 
union of his daughter with the Edur Maharaja (who, though a Chief on a 
very small scale) convinced him of the advantage of keeping witoin what may 
be termed the legitimate range of country for the interchange of such mar- 
riages.” I quote His '^ighness’s words, as communicated to me by toe 
Acting Political Agent. In signifying bis assent, the Rao, moreover, sponta- 
neously referred to the very Yad which I had brought to the notice of Mr. 
Raikes, to explain toe nature and degree of co-operation our Chiefs expected 
from His Highness when the ^en^ly was convened for discussion in 
September ; and it will not be wondered that this has caused me personally 
peculiar satisfaction, for 1 believe that could (hut Yad, which was unaccount- 
ably ignored. Have been adopted by the deputation, as dontaining the real 
sentiments of their master, the result of the discussions would have been as 
pleasing as that which has attended my recent correspondence with Colonel 
Trevelyan. His Highness toe Rao’s determination in toe matter of marriage 
alliances has now been communicated to all toe principal Rajpoot Chiefs in 
Kattywar, by whom toe reform has consequently been most gratefully and 
cordially welcomed, and tons the first, and what may be regarded as the 
crowning point in our efforts, has been attained. Minor details, to complete 
arrangements for to^^uction of toe expenses of marriages amongst Rajpoots, 
can gradually be formed, and will meet with little obstacle or opposition ; for 
HI iUtty war such expenses have, by perceptible degrees, been diminishing for 
some years past, and it has only been am<»^ toe more considerable Chiefif, 
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End above all in the family of the Jam^ that they have continued to be very 
'excessive, caused almost exclusively by the ambition which prompted them to 
seek alliances for daughters, at whatever cost, in families of higher rank and 
position than their own. 

9. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance^of 
Rs. 1,07,404-7-2, and the amount of receipts for the year now under notice 
is Rs. 6,257-3-8, making a total of Rs. 1,12,661-10-10. Payments for mar- 
riage expenses for Jharejas amount to Rs. 5,700, and for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment to Rs. 1,613-4-7, making a total of Rs. 7,313-4-7, 
and leaving a balance in favour of the Fund at the close of the year 1854 of 
Rs. 1,05,348-6-3. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kaitywar Political Agency^ Rajkot^ 23rc? August 1855. 


Resolution hythe Honorable Board y dated Ath September 1865. 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council regrets that upon a review 
of the accompanying census returns of the Jhareja, Soomra, Jetwa, and Moh- 
wur Mecanas in Kattywar, he is not convinced that the progress of measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide in the year 1854 has been satisfactory. 

2. Except in the case of the Mohwur Meeanas, among whom the dispropor- 
tion between the male and female population appears to have been reduced to 
the extent of 2’420 per cent., the relative proportions of the sexes appear almost 
stationary since the close of the year 1 863, while the excess of male over 
female Jharejas and Jet was has only been reduced ’066 and ’664 per cent. 
In the case of the Soomras the excess h^s increased to the extent of 1*004 
per cent. 

3. Out of every hundred of each sex the deaths of Jhareja males have 
been 2*254, females 2*617 ; Soomra males l*47p, females 3*183 ; Jetwa males 
0*784, females 3*726 ; and Meeana males 2^*341, females 3*178. These dispro- 
portions, until explained by the local authority, leave room for the supposition 
that Infanticide in so^^'form is still practised. 

4. While among' the Jharejas and Soomras the male births exceed those 
of female in the proportion of 12*236 and 24*322 per cent, it is some satisfac- 
tion to find, if the correctness of the returns can be depended on, that in the 
cases of the Jetwas and Meeanas this position is reversed, and the female 
births exceed those of the. male in the proportion of 18*182 and 8*912 per 
cent, respectively. ja 

6. The proposal in paragraph 7 of Captain Barr’s letter, to add to these 
returns a register of . deaths of infants born in each year, is approved, and, in 
c^municatiog this decision to the Acting Political Agent, that’^officer should 
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be requested to add, also, such an elaborate analysis of the returns in future a 
may obviate the necessity for subsequent explanation. 

6. On the subject of Jhareja marriage expenses it will suffice, at present, 
to refer the Acting Political Agent to the instructions conveyed to him in Go- 
vernment letter dated the 24th August, No. 3556 of 1855. The intelligence 
upon this subject, however, contained in Captain Barr’s letter, is very gratifying. 

7. The accounts of the Infanticide Fund appearing correct, may be recorded. 

(Signed) Elphinstonb. 

J. G. Lumsden. 

\th September 1855. A. Malet. 


Political Department. 

From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2Zrd March 1854. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit, for the instructions of Government, copy 
of a letter, with accompaniments, regarding a case of Female Infanticide 
amongst the Mohwurs at Mallia, which I addressed to Major Aston, when he 
was Acting Political Agent, and shall feel obliged by your informing me whether, 
ill the present instance, pardon may be extended to the mother of the infants, 
for the reasons assigned in my letter alluded to. I have directed the attend- 
ance of the Chowuttias, and shall in a future communication report, for the 
approval of Government, the measures I propose to adopt for the suppression 
of the crime of Female Infanticide amongst the Moliwur class of Meeanas, 
throughout the province. 

2. If the Honorable Board coincide with me in my opinion of tlie merito- 
rious conduct of the Government Attachment Mehta who brought to the notice 
of the political authorities the existence of this crime in the Mohwur commu- 
nity, 1 would humbly suggest tlfiat a gratuity of Rs. be given to him 
from the Infanticide Fund, as a mark of approval. 

* I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Camp Gogoj 23rd March 1854. Acting Political Agent. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Assistant Political Agent,* 

To the Acting Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated \Qth February 1854. 

Sir, — Colonel Lang, in a letter, No. 217 of 1853, dated 15th June of that 
year, directed me to prosecute the investigation of two cases of Female Infon- 

* * This gratuity was sanctioned by Government 
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lide, reported by the Government Attachment Mehta stationed at MaUia, 
. having a short time previously occurred amongst the Mohwurs of that 
' place, and the accompanying translated papers, which I have now the honour 
/ to submit for your consideration, bear upon one of these cases — that in which 
twin daughters were said to have been put to death. Inquiry is still in pro- 
gress regarding the other, and, when it is matured, I shall do myself the honour 
of reporting the result.* I may add that, in that instance, I do not expect to 
obtain convicting proof. I bring the one under review separately to your notice 
in the present letter, because much delay has already arisen since the com- 
mencement of my investigation, occasioned by the great difficulty I have ex- 
perienced in procuring the attendance of parties summoned for examination to 
Rajkot, and by my having long waited for the arrival of the father of the de- 
ceased twins, who had absconded from Mallia, and for whose appearance the 
Ghowuttias were held responsible. This man, unfortunately, was killed in an 
affray which in the mean time took place between him and other Mohwurs 
within the limits of the Moorvee Talooka. The information which I have eli- 
cited in this case leaves no doubt in my mind that the infants in question were 
purposely left to die, nourishment having been denied them by their mother • 
and I regret to add that the whole tenor of the evidence, supported, as it is, by 
the startling fact which the census, taken in accordance with Colonel Lang’s in- 
structions, discloses, of there being o^ly 24 females in theMohwur community in 
Mallia, whilst the number of males is 94, convinces me that the crime of Female 
Infanticide must have been prevalent in the tribe. The trial and condemnation 
of one proved guilty of so heinous an offence would, I am aware, have a most 
salutary effect ; but as the father, whom I consider in this case the chief 
criminal, is dead, I doubt whether it would serve any good purpose to bring 
the mother, who acted evidently at his suggestion, and, perhaps, under intimi- 
dation, to trial. The supposition that s^e had acted under such influence when 
bewildered and distracted after a recent confinement, a daughter of three or 
four years of age lying by her, suffering from rnall-pox, might, I think, be 
adduced as a reason for clemency being extenc&d to her on the present occasion, 
and a solemn warning might be given, that in future a similar crime without 
fail would be visited with the severest penalty. The Chowuttias are ready to 
make any arrangement ](pu may wish for its suppression, and, if the Infanti- 
cide Mehtas are direct^ to bring this tribe under their supervision, and the 
authorities of all places throughout the province, where Mohwurs are located, 
are obliged to furnish registers of births and deaths, the same as is already 
done with Jhareja children, we may, I believe, confidently expect that Female 
Infanticide amongst this class of Meeanas will ere long be extinguished. The 
Mehta who brought to our knowledge the existence amongst tliem of this 
crime, of which we had hitllErto had no suspicion, deserves ^much credit, and 
if some ^tuity were presented to him, it would, in my opinion, be worthily 

^ * The result of further inquiry alluded to showed that the charge was qpt susceptible 
of proof. 
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bestowed, and would serve not only to mark our approval of his conduct, bu, 
also to show to the public in Kattywar the importance we attach to such 
information, and the anxiety we feel to put a stop to Female In&nticide, in 
whatever caste it is foimd to prevail. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 
Assistant Political Agent. 

Base Nathee, Wife of Mohwur Sangansba, age about twentg-four years, 
deposes before Nurbeshunkur Hurbeshunkur, Attachment Mehta of 
Mallia. 

On interrogation. — Twin daughters were bom to me, and T, having no 
wish to preserve them, did not suckle them;^ they survived one day and a half, 
and then died, and my husband buried them in the enclosure. My eldest 
daughter at the time was suffering from the small-pox, and my being unable 
to take care of her was the cause for my not preserving them. The girls died 
one hour after each other. When they were born, my mother, and Hoora 
the midwife, only were present. In this there is no doubt, and what I have 
deposed to i^ correct. 1 did not administer opium to the infants, nor did I 
by any other means deprive them of life. I denied them suckle, and as it was 
not my wish to preserve them, why shoftd I have suckled them ? Neither 
my husband nor any one else advised me (to deprive them of life); I did so of 
my own wish. 

Dated Sumout 1909, Bhadwnoa Vud 5th ( Thwrsday, 72nd September 1863 ) 
Mallia. 

Witnesses. (Signed) Bseb Nathee. 

Cbowuttia Bhuteb Hajbe. * What is written above is trae. 

Mohwur Purbhut Bhodha. ^ Written by Mehta Hbbra Dewjee, 

Mohwur Bhara Joohla. ^ ^jjg request of Babe Nathee. 

Jooha Mepa Soora. 

Mbhah Au Hussoh. • 

« 

The above deposition, having this day been read to Baee Nathee in the pre- 
sence of Captain J. T. Barr, Acdog First Assistant Political Agent at Camp 
Balacheree, she states, — 

These twin daughters were bom about three hours after sunrise, and on 
the third day, about midday, they died ; in the mean time I suckled them 
twice or thrice, which not being sufficient, they died. It was anciently 
the custom in my caste not to preserve daughters, but at the present time 
Inftmticide is extinct. My third daughter, who is at present with me, 
is three years olfl, and as she suffered severely from the small-pox, 
my time was taken up in attending upon her; I was therefore unable 
to suckle my other twin daughters; they consequently died. It was not 
my intention to destroy them, and, if the Attachment Mehta has above 
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Eitecl SO, I am not perfectly aware. My surviving daughter I suckled, and 
days prior to the birth of my twin daughters I weaned her. I had not 
sufficient milk at the time, but to pacify her, I permitted her to suckle, but at 
present she gets sufficient suckle. At the birth of my twin daughters, my motb^ 
and a midwife only were present, and when they died no one else besides 
myself and husband were present. It is not customary to bury a child two or 
four days old in a graveyard, therefore none of my caste people or relations 
attended: The infants are buried in a Phullia or enclosure. At the time of 
my accouchement my surviving daughter was lying on the same cot with me. 

This deposition was given before the Mallia Attachment Mehta» and to which 
Purbhut Mohwur and Mepa Jalim are witnesses-; the latter are called into the 
presence of Nathcc, when they state that they are witnesses to the deposition 
given by Nathee before the Jupteedar, and they call upon her to give a true 
statement of the case before the Sirkar, when she replies that what she has 
deposed to in presence of the Jupteedar is true, and further states,— 

It being my wish to preserve my eldest daughter, 1 suckled her, and not 
the other infants, when they were born, and consequently they died. 

Dated Sumvut 1910, Kartili Shoodh 9M (Wednesday^ 9/A November 1853J. 

The twin daughters were of the full period, nine months. 

(Signed) Nathee Mohwur, 

Wife of Sanganeea. 
What is written above is true. 
(Signed) Mohwur Purijhut. 

Mepa Jalim Sooroo. 
What is written above is true. 

• 

On further interrogation. — After the twip daughters were born, I placed 
them on a separate small cot, as my eyiest daughter slept on the same cot 
with me ; the cots were placed close togethej. The twin daughters were on 
one cot, and 1 constantly looked after them, but my not having suckled them, 
they died. ^ • 

Dated at above. 

1 am the married Wife of Raj^ Kajeea, but I deserted him, and live with 
Sangun, and after my husband’s death T returned to Mallia, twelve months 
ago ; until then I kept wandering about 

The daughter uow with me, and the deceased twin daughters, are Sangun's. 
About five years ago Sangun eloped with me of my own free will. After the 
decease of my twin daughj^ my mother left off visiting my house ; she never 
came when he was present/ on account of my elopement vnth him. 

Dated at above. (Signed) Nathee. 

Witnesteg. 

* ^EONDJEE WULUWEE. 

Skhtookham Madqwjbe. 


Witnestet. 

Anundjee Wtjlubjee. 

Mehta Suntookram Madowjee. 
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Babb HoorAi Wife of Raja Manuk, ag^ about forty years, deposes before tk 
Mallia Attachment Mehta, Nurbbshunkur Hurbbshunkur. 

* On interrogation. — ^The wife of Mohwur Sangun is my daughter, and at the 
tijne of her accouchement the eldest daughter was lying by her side, and suffer- 
ing severely from the small-pox. At that time Sangun came to call me, and I 
went there, after which my daughter was delivered of twin daughters, and 
seeing that the eldest daughter was suffering, I immediately returned home. 
This was at midday ; and in the evening I went to inquire after them, and 
found the new-born infants alive. I did not again go there, but I Jbeard in the 
town that they died on the third day. This much 1 know: 


On further interrogation. — The children were not suckled; they conse- 
quently died. I am not positively aware whether they died on the second or 
third day after birth. I state what I heard rumoured in the town. 

Dated Sumvut 1909, Bhadurwa Vud 2nd (Tuesday, 20th September 1863). 


Witnesses. 

Mohwur Purbhut Bhodha. 
Mohwur Nath a Meramun. 
Bhatee Kajee Keema. 
Mohwur Bhara Meramun. 
Jam Mepa Soora. 


(Signed) Baeb Hoora. 
What is above written is true. 
Written by Mhao Hebra Dbwjeb, 
at the request of the above. 


Baee Hoora is called to the presence of Captain J. T. Barr, Acting First 
Assistant Political Agent, and the above deposition being read over to her, 
she confirms it. 

On interrogation. — I saw the twin daughters when they were born but I 
did not see them suckled by my daughter. I went first in the morning, and 
after me came the midwife ; but when I went again in the evening, the mid- 
wife was not present. Nathee*s husb^tnd, Sangun, was at home both times I 
went. The third daughter of Nathee suffered severely from small-pox, and 
the mother, in the anxiety for her, was unable to attend to the twin daughters, 
from which they died ; but, after giving birth, it is unlikely she would know- 
ingly destroy them. It was customary in my caste to commit Infanticide, 
but from the arrangements made the last twelve months, no one commits the 
crime. I am not aware who commits it. Would any woman kill her own 
offspring ? All women would not do so. Nathee was married to Kajeea 
Raja, whom she deserted, and lived with Sangun. I consequently never 
unnecessarily spoke to them, but their eldest daughter having been very ill 
with the small-pox, I went to see her, but having no wish to remain there, 
1 did not stop to attend upon their eldest daughter. I did not hear my 
daughter say that •she intended to destroy the infants ; from her not having 
suckled them they died. 

Sumvut 1910, Karixk Shoodh 9th (Wednesday, 9th November 1863^, Cam 
Balacheree. 

910 
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On further interrogation. — Sangun eloped with Nathee while Raje Kajeea 
' was alive, and twelve months after his death Sangun returned to Mallia. 

The twin daughters were by Sangun. It is now five years since Sangud 
eloped with Nathee, and they have now returned. I am not aware who in* 
formed me of the death of these two infants. I heard that they died on the 
third day, at midday. I heard so on the day they died. They were of the 
full time, nine months. Their birth was not premature. 

Dated as above. 

Witnesses.^ (Signed) Baee Hoora, 

Anundjee Wttlubjee. Wife of Raja Manuk. 

Suntookram Madowjeel What is above written is true. 

(Signed) J. T. Barb, 

Assistant Political Agent. 

On further interrogation. — Both times I went to see the new-born infants 
they were on a cot, and the cot was close to Nathee*s cot. 

Dated as above. 

Witnesses, (Signed) Babe Hoora, 

Anundjee Wuludjee. What is written above is true. 

Suntookram Madowjee. 


Baee Hoora, daughter of Muga Boosana, aged about fifty years^ inhabitant 
of Malliuj states before the Mallia Attachment Mehta : — 

About one month ago, the wife of Mohwur Sangun Walanee having been 
labouring in child-birth, I was sent for, and I went, and on examining her 
found the child was crossways in the womb^; but I effected her confinement 
of twin daughters, and, having put them on a stool, called for water to bathe 
them, on which the mother said “ The infantg are to be destroyed, therefore do 
not bathe them.” I then said never to do such a thing, but if so, to give me 
one, and that I would suckle and bring it up, end adopt it as my daughter ; 
but she refused, and I left the house and wdht away. The next day I went 
to make inquiries, when ^he told me that she had destroyed them. Thus it 
happened. I am a wichAv, and a poor woman, and should I openly come 
forward, it would be difficult for me to live with the Meeanas ,* and such casea 
happen in many places. In the house of Mohwur Vera’s son, Mala,, about 
one and a half montlis ago, an infant daughter met a similar fate. 

Summit 1909, ChuUru Vud^ \2th (Wed^msday^ ^idk^^May 1853^. 
je 

Baee Qoora is this day called into the presence of Captain Barr,, Acting 
First Assistant Political Agent, at Camp Balacheree, and, theabovedepoaitim 
l^ing be.en reqd over to hqr, she states, — ^That whatJa wxittei^ qC the ipfeBts 
Uriog been murdered is false, as I did not say that she would deaibrny them. 
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She told me Eot to wash themi as she knew what to do with children born t 
her. So saying, I sospected she would destroy them. Amongst the MeOanas, 
this crime is greatly prevalent, on account of daughters of their oWn free will 
eloping with other men ; hence the cause of Infanticide. But since the Oo- 
ifhrnment Mehta has come here, all are deterred from committing the crimes 
and arrangements having been made to prevent the commission of it> it is not 
now committed. 

On interrogation. — I did not see the wom^ii suckle her inlants ; the small 
cot was close to the large one. Knowing the custom of the Meeanas, 1 was 
suspicious that she would destroy her in&nts ; it was therefore 1 asked her for 
one of them, when she replied no one would part with her offspring. When 
the Jupteedar sent for me, I then became aware that she had destroyed her 
infants. I forget who told me so. I was ignorant at first as to whether they 
died, or whether they were destroyed. Net having, according to the custom of 
the Meeanas, allowed the infants to be bathed, 1 therefore suspect they may 
have been destroyed. Having confined her of twin daughters, I left them 
alive, and went home. All do not commit Infknticide, for 1 have three 
daughters. They were of the full period, nine mouths, and their birth was 
not premature'. 

Sumvut 1910, Kartik Shoodh ]lth( Friday y Wth November 1863J. 
Witnesses. -(Signed) Hooka, 

SijNTooKRAM Madowjee. Daughter of Muga Boosa. 

Mohwur Pubbhut Bhodha. What is written above is true. 

Jam Mepa Soora. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Assistant Political Agent. 

On interrogation. — Mohwur Scdigun was at home at the time of her con- 
finement. At the time of accouchemebt no male person comes near the cot, 
but he (Sangun) was in the housC. 

Dated as above. j (Signed) Hoora, 

Witnesses. ^ Daughter of Muga Boosa. 

Mohwur Pubbhut. (Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Jam Mepa Soora. Assistant Political Agent. 

Political Department. 

From H. L. Anderson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. T. Barr, First Assist. Pol. Agent in Kattywar, in chaige. 

Dated 8ih April 1854. 

SiR,-*^! directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Counml to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, with enclosures, dated the 29rd ultima. 
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In replyi I am desired to inform you^ that as it is essential fo the sup* 
[>ression of the crime of Infanticide that every case clearly established should 
be followed by punishment, His Lordship in^ Council does not consider it 
prudent, even under the circumstances explained by you, to extend pardon to 
the Mohwur female, Baee Nathee. ^ 

3. " I have therefore to request that this female’s trial before the Court of 
CriminalJustice for Kattywar, as directed in Mr. Chief Secretary Malet’s 
letter No. 2892, dated the 6th July last, be proceeded with, and to inform you 
that, in the event of her conviction before that tribunal, any mitigating cir- 
cumstances can be considered in awarding punishment. 

4. I have further to inform you that after this, and the other case* now 
pending, have been fully disposed of. Government will be prepared to consi- 
der the proposal of a reward of Its. 100 to the Attachment Mehta who disco- 
vered these cases of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. Anderson, 

Bombay Castle^ ith April 1864. Acting Secretary to Government. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot y 14^A July 1854. 

Sir, — I have the honour to inform you that the Mohwur female, Baee 
Nathee, was tried on the 12th instant before the Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kattywar on a charge of Infanticide, in accordance with the instructions con- 
veyed in the 3rd paragraph of your letter of the 8th of April last. 

2. Putwaree, the Karbareeof Saela, and three Chiefs, one of them a Jhareja, 

sat as assessors, and the evidence adduced was so clear that they at once found 
the prisoner guilty ;\ut, on weighing the circumstances elicited, they were of 
opinion that she had left her newly bom twin infants to die from want of 
nourishment in obedience to the command*of her husband, who they consi- 
der to have been the greater culprit, and that she did so when she herself was 
in a state of bewilderul^nt, with an elder girl seriously ill from small-pox on 
the bed at the time, and no female relative or friend by to support or advise. 
They have, therefore, passed the lenient sentence of one year’s ordinary impri- 
sonment upon her, and, in doing so, they expressed a hope that I would bring 
her case to the. notice of the Bight Honorable the Governor in Council, with 
the view of pardon being, ^j^ossible, extended to. her, or of some portion of 
her imprisonment being remitted. ^ 

3. The Chowuttias' of Mallia attended this Court, as did all the Chiefs and 
Grasias who are at present at Rajkot, and the open trial and condemnation of 
tile woman will have an effect in putting a stop to the crime of ^hich she has 
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been found guilty, which would not, I believe, be lessened if Ooverame. 
ibr the reasons set forth by the assessors, are inclined to exercise demenc^ 
towards her. ^ 

4. She depends upon her own labour for a livelihood, and as no provision . 
tould be made for her little girl during the mother’s imprisonment, I have been 
obliged to incarcerate both together. 

o. I have not troubled Government with translations of the evidence in 
this case, as it is in substance similar to that contained in the summary which ■ 
accompanied my letter to you, No. 216, dated 15th of June last. 

6. From all that has been elicited, and from the census lately taken of the 
Mohwur community, the fact of Female Infanticide having been to a very 
considerable extent practised by this class of Meeanas is clearly established. 
Their unwillingness to give daughters in marriage to men of other tribes of 
Meeanas has, I am told, been the cause of a crime of which, as &r as I am 
aware, they were never suspected, till the cases lately brought to our notice 
by the Government Attachment Mehta at Mallia came under investigation. 

7. The Chowuttias have now passed a solemn engagement to discontinue 
the practice, and the Infanticide censors have been directed to keep an 
accurate census of all tribes of Meeanas, in the same form as that submitted 
annually to Government of Jharejas, Jetwas, and Soomras, to which it will be 
added as a supplement. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. T. Babb, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency, RajJwt, 14t/i July 1854. 


PoiiITICAI. DbPABTMBMT. 

, From H. L. Andbeson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. T. Babb, Acting Political Agent in 3attywar. 

^ Dated 8t/i Auguxt 1854. 

Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
14th ultimo, reporting the trial and conviction, before the Court of Criminal 
Justice for Kattywar, of a Mohwur female named Buee Nathee, on a charge 
of Infanticide. 

2. The Court has sentenced the prisoner to one year’s ordinary imprison* 
ment, but, for the reasons given in your letter, recommends that she may be 
pardoned, or that a portion of the sentence may be remitted. The Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council is unable to accede to this recom- 
mendation. You should recollect that Infanticide is “ murder,” and that no 
enlightened Government caw permit the perpetrator of murderij^ apprehended, 
to escape without punishment. 

3. 'The^t, too, stated in the 6th paragraph of yonr letter, that fhe 



SUPPRESSION OF INFANTfCIDB IN 


06 of Infanticide » extensively practised among the tribe to which the 

soner belongSi constitutes a strong argument against any remission of the 

/sentence passed upon her, — a sentence which His Lordship in Council cannot 
but think a very lenient one. 

4. The sentence should, therefore, be carried out against the prisoner ; bull 
the elder girl” should not be incarcerated with her mother. In the 
Regulation Provinces, a child at the breast may be allowed to remain with the 
mother in prison, but not children of an age whose minds are likely to suffer 
from the contaminating society of a jail. Some relation will doubtless take 
charge of the girl during her mother's confinement. 

6. If this girl require medical treatment, she may be placed in the Civil 
Hospital at Rajkot until her health is restored. 

6. Referring to youc^Jast paragraph, 1 am instructed to state that the in- 
formation therein contained is satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, See. 

(Signed) H. L. Anderson, 

Bombay Castle, Avgust 1854. Secretary to Government. 


Political Department. 

From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 5th June 1855. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, the 
translation of a letter I have received from his Highness the Jam of Nowa- 
nuggur, and the copy of one with which I forwarded it to the Acting Political 
Agent in Kutch. ^ 

2. Ambitious alliances have been the great cause of extravagant expendi- 

ture in Rajpoot marrii^es in Kattywar, and thr efore regard the approval 
the Jam has signihea of the proposal to give daughters into the same families 
from which wives are taken as a very important «tcp towards the attainment 
of the object we have in view. " 

3. His Highness the of Kutch and the Jam having now no nnmarried 
daughters, I believe the^resent to be a favourable opportunity for securing 
tl niir assent to the principle for the formation of marriage alliances which it is 
so desirable to introduce ; and if the principle be recognised by these two 
hwniing Jharejas, the reform aimed at will spe^ily be effected, in as fiu* as all 
thf conside r a ble Rajpoot Chie6 in this province are concerned. 

ft I have the honour to be, See. 

(Signed) H. T. BABBy 
Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar PoHKbtd Ageaey, Camp Baiaehane, 6th Jana 1656, 
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From Ci^ptain J. T. Barr, Abting PoKtical Agent in Kattywar, 

To Lieutenant Colonel Trevelyan^ Acting Political Agent in Kuteh. 

Dut^ Sltft Mojf 

^ 8ir,~I have much Batisfaction in forwarding, for your information, the eof 
of a letter I have received from His Highness the Jam of Nowanuggur, in whic 
he declares his anxiety for the reduction of marriage expenses, and announdcSi 
bis desire to recognise the principle of giving daughters into the same Rajpoot 
families from which wives are now received, provided his superior Jharija 
prince. His Highness the Rao of Kiitch, will sanction and countensnee the 
practice. His Highness the Jam being the leading Rajpoot Chief in this 
province, all the others are prepared to follow his example, and will cordially 
enter into any arrangements which may be considered best calculated for the 
attainment of the desired reduction. I consequently regard the announcement 
now made by the Jam as an important step towards the object in view, for the 
great difficulty hitherto in Katty war has been to persuade him and the other 
principal Chiefs to consent to forego ambitious alliances, and to curtail ex- 
penses incurred thereby, the inferior Rajpoot Grasias and landholders having, 
for some time past, very generally given daughters into families from which they 
have taken wives, and having been checked in extravagance by the inquiry which 
is always insiituted toa|certaiu the rank and standing of the contracting parties, 
as a standard by which the amount of aid from the Infanticide Fund paid to 
defray the marriage expenses is calculated. If you will, therefore, kindly 
favour me in return with His Highness the Rao’s wishes on this subject, and 
with suggestions from yourself, my most hearty co-operation is ready in form- 
ing, as circumstances may dictate, a general system to complete the reform we 
in common so earnestly desire to introduce. 

• 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) J. T. Baer, 

• Acti*' g Political Agent 

Kattytcar Political Agency^ Camp Balacheree^ 31^^ May 1856. 


From Jam Shree Veebajee, Chief of Nowanu^ur,. 

To Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent. 

After compliments^ — My reason for writing is as follows : — With all Raj- 
poots, high and low, it is customary to seek alliances for daughters in famtUes 
superior to that of the fathers of the brides, and Chiefs of rank are tbufr put to 
great expense in giving daughters to others who are above them. Colonel 
Lang, on the part qf Government, has often advised us, for the purpose of 
avoiding this expense, to give daughters into the same families fromwbich we 
wivesi ajal you, afteRbavihg repeated this adnee on serreraloccasions, have 
asked me to weigh and owiider i* mlL I havd*te state that the 
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of H myeelf; bnt of os Jharejtb the teeding one » the Shree»* besides 
vj^h, to M my toperior prince; ther^>K, if the Bao Shree will consent to 
toaiitentoee tiie.arrangetnentjt will at once be introdnced, but otherwise 
etonge can be effected by me. 

Aimimt 1911 , Juht Shoodk 14 t^ Bbodwar f' 30 M May 1855 ^. 

« ^ (True copy mid translation) 

f (Signed) J. T. BAUf, 

. , ' \ Actii^ Political A{ 
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mAsramiiT* 

From H. L. Akobrsom, Esq., Secretary to Goremment, Bombay# 
l!o Lirat. Colonel H. W. Tbstbitab, Actmg Political Agent in KutcA^i , 
. Dated 1 8 tA 

SiB,— The Acting Political Agent in Kattywar has submitted to Govern* 
ment a copy of hia letter to yoer address, No. 133 * dated the Slot ultimo, 
enclosing for Toto Unfbrmation the translation of a comminution to his 
address from the Jam of Nowanuggur, relative to the reduction of JhaHni| 
maniage expenses. 

2. With reference to the above communication from Captain Barr, I am 
directed to inform you that the Bight Honorable the Governor in Coiuicil will 
await the receipt of your report upon the important subject therein alluded to, 
and at the same time to express the very earnest desire of Government diat 
'*&» Highness the Bao will efficiently co-opeva^ in making arrangements by 
which the object of kecilitating the marriage of Jhareja daughters, and dimi- 
nishing their marAage expenses, may be attained* 

, I l^vd ffie honour to be, Ac. 

. V (8ig^) fi. L Ahobbsob, 

Bombay Cattb, Wfb Jwu 1866 . Secretary to Government, 


V 


PwunOAI. 0BPABT1IBIIT. 

Hmn Ifeoi Col. H. W. ThsmYAB, Acting Fditicat Agent in Hutch, 

S', I4. ANDBBimib Bsq., Seofetary to Government, Bombay. 

' j , 9 s Dated 

» ^ aayisH^ hotionr of forwariling^ tor tbs infohns^a^ffevemir 

(Mhfe.' amh. your lattpr ei th* ISth uitfano, Ho. 2iSlli^oof^ 0 ^^^ 

M '*|feBitoltlstlislUoefKmsb. 





